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be that morning: the beautiful and
historic place, the music, Mike
Olsen's readings, the surprising
crowd (nearly 100), the landowner's
generosity, the realization that the
whole symposium had gone well and
was ending (nearly) with this ex
traordinary event. It was a thrilling
conclusion."

We had 321 people attend the
symposium after cancellations and
no-shows. Most everyone seemed to
have a good time from the Las Vegas
tours and reception on Thursday to
the sunrise service and finales on
Sunday. The pre-symposium Trail
Ride and Mountain Route activities
were well-attended and well
executed, in spite of the last minute
cancellation of the Murphey concert
due to a death in his family. Guests
at the Shuler Theater in Raton in
stead enjoyed a performance by Chi
nese acrobats.

Corazon President Faye Gaines
opened the symposium Friday morn
ing with greetings in Spanish and
English. In honor of the victims, sur
vivors, heroes, and heroines of our
recent terrorism tragedies, she then

(continued on page 5)

ANOTHER STRIKING SYMPOSIUM
by Alma Gregory
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Symposium tour group at First Fort Union site (photo courtesy Harold and Norma
Geer).

WAGON TRACKS

(Gregory is a member of the board of
Corazon de los Caminos Chapter,
editor of the chapter newsletter, and
a frequent contributor to WT.)

LAs Vegas was host to more than
300 symposium guests, September
27-30, and the variety of programs
offered lots of activities for everyone.
In the words of Symposium Coordi
nator Stephen Whitmore: "It was a
splendid Symposium. We had a lot to
work with-great places, talented
people, good ideas. And we sure did a
lot of work to get ready. In the end all
the work paid off. It was remarkable
to watch events unfold as we had
hoped and planned. Everybody in
volved, Corazon members and volun
teers, did hislher job. All (almost) of
the contractors showed up on time
and did an excellent job. Even the
weather cooperated. Frankly, I am
thrilled at how well it went. There
were many highlights, even some
magical moments. If I have to select
one highlight, it will be the music.
Great mariachi, an excellent brass
band, fine dance music, and the
beautiful performance of Carl Bern
stein and George Tyler at the sunrise
service. If I select a moment, it will

SFTA AWARDS

Sam Arnold receving the Rittenhouse
Award from Margaret Sears.

A total of 21 SFTA awards were
presented by awards committee
chairman Harry Myers at the sym
posium banquet at Las Vegas, NM,
during the evening of September 28,
2001. Congratulations to these win
ners.
JACK D. RITTENHOUSE MEMO
RIAL STAGECOACH AWARD FOR
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AND
PUBLICATIONS
Samuel Arnold, Denver, CO.
PAUL F. BENTRUP AMBASSADOR
AWARD
Jane Mallinson, Sugar Creek, MO.
Ross Marshall, Merriam, KS.
SFTA AWARD OF MERIT
John Schumacher, Rolla, MO, for

Trail survey and mapping work.
LeRoy & Elsie LeDoux, Wagon

Mound, NM, for Corazon Chapter
work and preservation activities
on the Trail.

Marc Simmons, Cerrillos, NM, and
Hal Jackson, Placitas, NM, for the
new edition of Following the
Santa Fe Trail.

Nancy Robertson, Raton, NM, for
Trail promotion and preservation
activities in Raton and northeast
ern New Mexico.

(continued on page 6)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

WHAT a wonderful time we all had
in Las Vegas! Everything I saw and
heard leads me to think we put on an
excellent symposium. Only those
members in the Cimarron Cutoff,
Flint Hills, and now Corazon chap
ters know how many hours of prepa
ration are needed for a successful
symposium. Steve Whitmore and his
extensive crew deserve our heartfelt
thanks for all their work.

The Fandango was my favorite
event. I'm no great shakes on the
dance floor, but the instructors got
all they could out of me.

On more serious matters let me
address our Association's basic mis
sions and how we each fit into them.
Protection, education, and research
are the three legs of the tripod sup
porting the SFTA. Each of us has to
be alert to every cell tower applica
tion and every development scheme
threatening our Trail (protection).
We have to get the word out to any
one who will listen about the signifi
cance of historic trails (educate). No
trail was more important than the
Santa Fe Trail.

The last leg is research. A large
part of the SFTA budget goes to sup
port our remarkable journal Wagon
Tracks. I could not do without it.
Everything of importance to the SFT
has found its way into the pages of
Wagon Tracks. Our Trail scholars
have a place to illuminate their find
ings about their passion.

Why do I preach these three mis
sions to you who are reading Wagon
Tracks at this very moment? Be
cause there are hundreds of SFT
buffs not reading our journal be
cause they don't belong to the SFTA.
I ask you to speak with your friends
in the many SFTA chapters. Some
think that only their small portion of
the Trail is important and thus don't
join our Association.

We need their help. Protection of
the Trail is often accomplished by
the national organization, and for
this we need clout. The more mem
bers, the more clout.

Knowledge of the SFT, the entire
SFT, can be gained through Wagon
Tracks. One learns how their small
segment fits into the greater Trail
story.

Lastly, when I ran for this office
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SFTA President Hal Jackson

last spring I stated that the strength
ofthe SFTA lies in the local chapters.
I still think so. I met with chapter
presidents or their representatives
in Las Vegas and asked to be invited
to visit chapters. If you don't see me
it will be because I wasn't invited.
Ask your president when I'm coming
to visit? I look forward to seeing you
along the Trail.

-Hal Jackson

NOMINATIONS NEEDED
THE revised bylaws call for two di
rectors from Texas to be added to the
SFTA Board. The bylaws provide for
the Board to fill vacancies. Terms of
directors from the Trail states are
staggered, so one is elected each odd
numbered year. The Board is asking
for nominations for these two posi
tions, one of which will end in 2003
and the other in 2005. Those elected
will be eligible to run for a second
term. The requirements are that the
person be a member of SFTA and a
resident of Texas.

The Board is also seeking nomi
nees to complete the at-large-di
rector term of the late Anna Belle
Cartwright. This term will run

• through the 2003 symposium, and
the director may seek election to an
other term. Any SFTA member is eli
gible to run for the at-large position.

The Board meets twice per year at
sites along the Trail. If you know
someone who would be a good direc
tor, please contact them to see ifthey
are willing to serve, give a brief back
ground of the person, and submit the
nomination to SFTA President Hal
Jackson by January 1, 2002.

Wagon Tracks

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
ofSecretary-Treasw-er Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: trailassn@larned.net
WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit orgamza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the secre
tary-treasurer (address below).

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Business $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (888) 321
7341, <oliva@ruraltel.net>
President: Hal Jackson, 45 Calle
del Norte, Placitas NM 87043 (505)
867-1742, <halitojackS@aol. com>
Vice-President: Anne Mallinson,
964 NW 600, Centerview MO
64019 (816) 230-7228, <sftamro@
aol.com>
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Ol
son Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned KS 67550 (620) 285
2054, FAX (316) 285-7491
2003 Symposium Coordinator:
Anne Mallinson, 964 NW 600, Cen
terview MO 64019 (816) 230-7228,
<sfta mro@aol.com>
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, PO Box 31386, Santa Fe
NM 87594 (505) 982-2704
Directors:
John Atkinson, Missouri
Helen Brown, Kansas
Clint Chambers, At-Large
Dub Couch, Colorado
Faye Gaines, New Mexico
Mary Gamble, Colorado
Nancy Lewis, Missouri
Richard Poole, Oklahoma
Mike Slater, Oklahoma
Joanne VanCoevern, Kansas
Stephen Whitmore, New Mexico
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JOHN LEAMON

by Ross Marshall
John Leamon, Kansas City, MO,

one of the most important friends of
the trail in the Kansas City area,
passed away September 29,2001, af
ter a lengthy illness. Since the 1960s
John had researched historic trails
and helped identify and map various
routes of the Santa Fe and other
trails in the Kansas City area. He be
came a member of the Santa Fe Trail
Association in 1988. He was also an
active member of the Oregon-Cali
fornia Trails Association and re
ceived OCTA's Meritorious Achieve
ment award at the 2000 national
convention in Kansas City for his
trail preservation work.

A P-47 fighter-bomber pilot in
World War II, John had worked for
36 years as a propulsion engineer for
TWA. He had many friends in the
trails community in Kansas City and
will be greatly missed. Our sincere
sympathies are extended to his wife
Jean and other family and friends.

ANNA BELLE CARTWRIGHT

Anna Belle Campbell Cartwright,
SFTA director from Missouri, died at
her home in Kansas City, MO, Octo
ber 21, 2001. The Trail and SFTA
lost a remarkable friend and scholar.

Anna Belle was born December 5,
1929, daughter ofE. Taylor and Mar
ion Campbell, and granddaughter of
George W. Campbell, a Kansas City
cattle broker and founder of the Kan
sas City Livestock Exchange. Anna
Belle grew up and attended schools
in Springfield, MO. She worked at
the Springfield Art Museum, where
she developed a lifelong interest in
sculpture. From 1948-1949, she was
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a staff artist at the St. Joseph Mu
seum, where she designed the exhib
its for the Harry L. George Indian
Collection.

Anna Belle graduated from the
Kansas City Art Institute with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts in 1952. She
received two national scholarship
awards to assist her pursuit of stud
ies in sculpture at KCAI. After
graduating from KCAI, Anna Belle
taught sculpture there. In 1950, as a
result of winning a contest sponsored
by J. C. Nichols Company of Kansas
City, she was commissioned to create
a 12-foot sculpture depicting "The
Homesteaders," representing fami
lies who settled on the prairie during
the mid-19th century. The sculpture
is still on display at the entrance to
Prairie Village Shopping Center in
Prairie Village, KS.

In 1953 she married Joseph L.
Cartwright IV and resided in Ger
many before moving to Leaven
worth, KS, in 1956. She was an ex
hibit designer and curator for the
Putnam Museum in Davenport, IA,
from 1974-1982. She was contracted
by the Jacksonville Museum of Arts
and Sciences as an exhibit designer
from 1982-1986, and she served as
curator of the National Frontier
Trails Center in Independence, MO,
1990-1998.

Anna Belle was active in SFTA
and the Missouri River Outfitters
Chapter, and she was in her second
term as SFTA director at-large when
illness forced her to resign in Sep
tember 2001. She was twice honored
by SFTA with an Award ofMerit, the
only person to be so honored two
times. She received the Award in
1997 for editing the Hinchey Diary
for WT, and the second honor was
presented in 2001 for the Compadres
Project.

Anna Belle is survived by her hus
band Joe, a son and two daughters,
four grandchildren, a brother, other
relatives, and a host of friends. Me
morial contributions may be made to
SFTA or American Cancer Society.
Sympathy is extended to her family
and friends.

Margaret Sears, recently retired
president of SFTA, wrote the follow
ing tribute.

Anna Belle was courteous, sen
sitive, astute, diplomatic, and very
smart. While somewhat circum-
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spect, she was rarely reluctant to
offer her views, which were always
valid and right on the mark. This
was her demeanor in the years she
served on the SFTA Board as a
director at-large, beginning in 1999,
and it was quickly apparent that her
understanding of Board governance
was considerable.

Earlier, in 1998, Anna Belle was
tapped to design a survey of all mu
seums along the Santa Fe Trail. The
concept was first introduced by the
Board of Directors as one of the Asso
ciation goals for the 1997-1999 term.
She elevated the project far beyond
the Board's vision to strengthen rela
tions between SFTA and these muse
ums. A grant awarded to SFTA by
the Long Distance Trails Office of
the National Park Service permitted
a comprehensive study, which in
cluded visits to each museum (there
are 49). Ever reflecting a creative
mind (she also excelled as a sculptor,
curator, writer), she found the per
fect name for the program: Compa
dres Project.

As a follow-up to the initial proj
ect, her column, "The Caches," was
inaugurated in Wagon Tracks, No
vember 1999 issue. She was forever
disappointed that her increasingly
poor health, which eventually forced
her resignation from the Board on
September 27, 2001, precluded her
from carrying the project to even
greater heights. Yet, SFTA was sig
nificantly impressed to bestow upon
her its Award of Merit for the Com
padres Project. It hangs as a "compa
dre" beside her first such award re
ceived in 1997 for locating the diaries
and sketches of Trail traveler Wil
liam J. Hinchey and editing them for
WT.

Anna Belle's contributions to the
Missouri River Outfitters chapter
board and her tenure as curator at
the National Frontier Trails Center,
Independence, MO, further exem
plify an outstanding career. One
achievement few people knew about
was the pioneer family sculpture she
created a number of years ago while
a student at the Kansas City Art In
stitute. The work is located in a Prai
rie Village, KS, mall.

We offer our deepest sympathies
to husband Joe, who unequivocally
supported Anna Belle in her SFTA
commitments, and the children and
grandchildren who survive her.
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Anna Belle examines swales found at
the Bingham-Waggoner estate In Inde
pendence, MO.

STEPPIN' OUT-STEPPIN' UP
by Anna Belle Cartwright

(Anna Belle wrote the following fare
well a month before cancer took her
life, her final column for WT [she also
wrote the headline). She was bright
and strong of spirit but regretted not
being able to finish the book on Wil
liam Hinchey, to continue the Com
padres Project with museums along
the Trail, and to keep on writing her
informative quarterly column, "The
Caches," about museums along the
Trail for WT.)

In 1995, I joined the Santa Fe Trail
Association and began a wonderful
series of junkets that took me down
the Santa Fe Trail several times. I
was busy planning a whole year of
celebration for the 175th anniver
sary of the Trail. During the process,.
I discovered a Santa Fe Trail diary
with information about a journey
that the Irish artist William Hinchey
undertook, traveling with a caravan
under the leadership of Bishop Jean
Baptiste Lamy. Hinchey's adven
tures on the prairie were many. I
have tracked them to Fort Union,
through McNees Crossing, up and
over Mount Dora, to Round Mound,
and on to Santa Fe.

I expected to use this material for
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an annotated book about that par
ticular journey. Later on, I was able
to add to the body of material I had
assembled by visiting museums
along the entire 900 miles of the
Trail. I learned of many attitudes
about the Trail, and made many
friends who were able to provide me
with good information about the
1850s period in Santa Fe.

To all those who assisted me and
told me about material, and to archi
vists across the country who pro
vided me with photos and helped me
learn the facts, I say thank you. To
all my friends with the Santa Fe
Trail Association, I say good-bye,
and it was great to know you.

(Editor's note: AnnaBelle was an edi
tor's delight, thoroughly informed,
open to suggestions, congenial to
work with, and always professional
and punctual. In her final illness she
expressed concern for the welfare of
others and said "don't feel sorry for
me, I've had a good life." Hers was
truly a good life, and we all can echo
her final words in reply: "it was great
to know you" too.)

RESOLUTION OF RESPECT
(The following Resolution of Respect
and Appreciation to Anna Belle Cart
wright from the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation was adopted by the SFTA
Board September 27,2001.)

Whereas; Anna Belle Cartwright
who lives in Kansas City, Missouri
has demonstrated professional ex
cellency in writing, educating, and
creating exhibits for museums in
Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, and Florida;
and has exhibited a love of history
and history research, and has served
honorably on the Board of Directors
of the Santa Fe Trail Association
since 1998, and has served honora
bly as a resource information person
for Santa Fe Trail museums, and

Whereas; Anna Belle Cartwright,
has researched, investigated, lo
cated, and written about the Santa
Fe Trail, and in particular locating
and publishing the 1854 Diary and
Sketches of William James Hinchey
on the Trail for which she was pre
sented with an SFTA Award of Merit
in 1997, and

Whereas; Anna Belle Cartwright
as curator at the National Frontier
Trails Center in Independence, Mis
souri, planned, developed, and su-

Wagon Tracks

pervised the expansion of storage ar
eas into life-size permanent dio
ramas including one of the "1846
Santa Fe Plaza," and celebrated the
175th anniversary of the Santa Fe
Trail with expanded programming
and special exhibits, and

Whereas; Anna Belle Cartwright
established the SFTA "Compadres"
Project of assistance, information,
and liaison with museums for the en
tire length of the Santa Fe Trail, and
has placed duty to the Association
and the Santa Fe Trail above per
sonal advancement and gain, and is
recognized and respected by her
peers as an outstanding museum
professional,

Be it Hereby Resolved, by the
members of the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation through its Board, here as
sembled in Las Vegas, New Mexico,
this 27th day of September, 2001,
that Anna Belle Cartwright has the
gratitude and admiration of the
SFTA for all the valuable work she
has contributed as a member of the
Association. This resolution is in
tended as an expression of the Asso
ciation's utmost appreciation and
gratitude.

NPS COST-SHARE GRANTS
IT is time for chapters, historical so
cieties, and others to think of Santa
Fe Trail projects which might be
funded through the National Park
Service Challenge Cost-Share Pro
gram. Please refer to a copy of Chal
lenge Cost-Share Program: Guide
lines and Procedures, particularly
the section "Types of Projects." In
general, acceptable projects will be
funded in the order they are received
until available funds are exhausted.
NPS can provide a 50 percent match
with a maximum ceiling of $30,000
per project. Although the deadline
will not occur until March of 2002, it
is important to plan any potential
project now. To obtain a copy of the
guidelines, contact John Conoboy,
Long Distance Trails Group Office,
NPS, PO Box 728, Santa Fe, NM
87504, (505) 988-6733.

There is much to be done to im
prove the Santa Fe Trail, and there
is money available for worthwhile,
qualifying projects. A quick survey of
your area will, no doubt, reveal
where the Trail needs help. Then,
call John.
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SFTA SYMPOSIUM STUDENT
ART COMPETITION

THE student art competition, coor
dinated by Patti Olsen, received 350
entries, from which 30 were chosen
for display at the symposium. The
students whose works were chosen
and the top three places in each age
category are:
FINALISTS GRADES 4-8
First Place:
Melissa Martinez, La Junta, CO
Second Place:
Carly McGlaun, Capulin, NM
Third Place:
Joseph Madrid, Las Vegas, NM
Other Finalists:
Mouleena Khan, Santa Fe, NM
Sarah Lucero, Las Vegas, NM
Brittney Lucero, Las Vegas, NM
Chantal Bustamante, Santa Fe, NM
Rachelle A. Hollis, La Junta, CO
Kacie Deines, Cimarron, NM
Nichole Metcalf, Concordia, MO
Eddie Gallegos, Las Vegas, NM
Zach Doherty, Folsom, NM
Brittany Davis, Raton, NM
Jordyn Bochenek, Raton, NM
Jason Machuca, Folsom, NM
FINALISTS GRADES 9-12
First Place:
Rebecca Gallegos, Las Vegas, NM
Second Place:
Jose Duran, Las Vegas, NM
Third Place:
Helena Kyasyousie, Las Vegas, NM
Other Finalists:
Christina Chavez, Las Vegas, NM
Cacy Schickedanz, Council Grove,

KS
Kevin Bryant, Council Grove, KS
Anneliese Byram, Council Grove, KS
Vince Romero, Montezuma, NM
Tekla Sollohub, Las Vegas, NM
Amanda Collier, Council Grove, KS
Bryce Johnson, Council Grove, KS
Casey Horton, Council Grove, KS
Andrea Gomez, Las Vegas, NM
Kris Ripley, Herrington, KS
Gene Armijo, Wagon Mound, NM

MAKE YOUR MARK: RE
MEMBER THE SFTA IN

YOUR WILL
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First place student art, grades 9-12,
"Watching, Mirages on the Jornada,"
by Rebecca Gallegos, Las Vegas, NM
(photo courtesy Gabe Hanson).

SYMPOSIUM
(continued from page 1)

asked, "not for a moment of silence,
but of applause as we stand and
show America is still standing tall!"
Ilfeld Auditorium was packed and
reverberated.

President Gaines introduced Las
Vegas Mayor Tony Martinez who
welcomed everyone to the city, In
terim President Dr. James Fries of
New Mexico Highlands University
who thanked everyone for coming,
and SFTA President Margaret Sears
who welcomed the crowd to New
Mexico saying, "it is significant that
we honor our past to create a better
future."

Keynote speakers Mike Olsen and
Harry Myers uniquely made Trail
history lively and entertaining. The
eight presentations were well at
tended, with about 100 for the ses
sions on Friday afternoon, and
around 250 for the sessions on Satur
day morning. From the number of
questions asked after each paper, it
was evident that the audience was
attentive and interested. Some of
these papers will be printed in
Wagon Tracks.

The bus tours to historic sites
were very popular, in spite of a few
glitches. The movies, student art
contest, juried art and photography
shows, and the Rough Rider Memo
rial Museum all had appreciative
visitors.

The vendor tables in Kennedy
Hall were busy with sellers, buyers,
writers, and visitors, all reinforced
with refreshments and places to sit
and rest tired feet. Other outstand
ing events were the buffalo dinner at
Fort Union and the awards dinner
dance.

Wagon Tracks

Steve Whitmore, symposium coordina
tor, and Faye Gaines, president of Co
razon de los Camlnos Chapter (photo
courtesy Gabe Hanson).

Harry Myers and Mike Olsen present
keynote address (photo courtesy
Gabe Hanson).

New Mexico Territorial Brass Band at
Fort Union, directed by Ralph Harris
(photo courtesy Mary Whitmore).

BYLAWS AMENDED
THE SFTA bylaws were amended

by the membership on September 28,
with the adoption of all the proposed
changes sent with the last issue of
Wagon Tracks. Anyone wanting a
copy of the revised bylaws should
send a request to WT Editor Leo E.
Oliva.
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Anne Mallinson accepting Ambassa
dor Award for her mother, Jane Mallin
son, trom President Margaret Sears.

Ross Marshall receiving Paul F. Bentrup
Ambassador Award trom President
Margaret Sears.

Award recipients present at the ceremony, I. to r.: Terry Ortega, Steve Whitmore,
Mary Whitmore, Faye Gaines, Allee Clapsaddle (accepted for David Clapsaddle,
Mlldon Yeager, and Robert Rein), Ross Marshall, Bonita Oliva, Sam Arnold, Leo
Oliva for Fort Larned Old Guard, Janet Armstead, Hal Jackson, Dorothy Kroh, Mar
cus Gottshalk, Lee Kroh, and Nancy Robertson.

SANTA FE TRAIL RIDE and sluggishly moved westward on
the northern branch of the Trail. M·
ter visiting grave sites and teepee
rings, the group journeyed along the
Trail and several miles later crossed
over to the southern branch. From
there we rode north to the Point of
Rocks Mesa near Blackjack Canyon.
The view here from Wagon Mound
around to the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains was spectacular.

Returning to base camp for a
lunch of barbecued sandwiches, the
group was treated to a performance
by the Ride into History troupe
(SFTA members Ann Birney and
Joyce Thierer, Admire, KS). Resting
a little after lunch, the riders then
rode east for several hours to near
where the two branches of the Trail
divide.

A dinner featuring barbecued
New York cut steaks followed the so
cial hour. Entertainment began that
evening with a rousing musical pres-

by Lynn and Ray Marchi

(The Marchis, SFTA members from
Mora, NM, coordinated the trail ride
prior to the symposium. This article
is reprinted from the October issue of
the Corazon de los Caminos Chapter
Newsletter, couresty of Editor Alma
Gregory.)

THIRTY-NINE riders arrived at
the Point of Rocks Ranch on Monday
afternoon, Sept. 24. They came from
Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Colo
rado, and New Mexico. A social hour
was held beginning at 5 p.m. with
hors d'oeuvres by our caterer, Mr. C's
Catering of Raton. Following a din
ner of beef brisket with salad, vege
tables and dessert, entertainment
was provided by "Dulcimer Dan"
from Red River.

Tuesday morning we had an enor
mous breakfast of eggs, sausage, bis
cuits and gravy. The group mounted

SFTA AWARDS
(continued from page 1)

Lee & Dorothy Kroh, Merriam, KS,
for preserving, mapping, and
marking trails in the Kansas City
metropolitan area.

H. Denny Davis, Fayette, MO, for
Trail promotion of the Franklin,
MO, area, including Franklin or
Bust, Inc., and original research
on the SFT.

Steve and Mary Whitmore, Las Ve
gas, NM, for promotion of the
Trail and development of Trail ac
tivities and programs.

Corazon de los Caminos Chapter for
outstanding programs and host
ing the symposium.

Anna Belle Cartwright, Kansas City,
MO, for the Compadres Project in
volving museums all along the
Santa Fe Trail.

HERITAGE PRESERVATION
David Clapsaddle, Mildon Yeager,

and Robert Rein, Larned, KS, for
purchase and preservation of the
site of the 1827 George Sibley sur
vey campsite in Larned.

Fort Larned Old Guard, Larned, KS,
for purchase and preservation of
1867 Cheyenne and Sioux Indian
Village on Pawnee Fork, captured
and burned by the General W. S.
Hancock Expedition.

EDUCATOR'S AWARD
Janet Armstead, Wamego, KS, for

her work at St. George Elemen
tary School in the Rock Creek
School District.

MARC SIMMONS WRITING AWARD
FOR BEST ARTICLES IN WT
Best Original Article:
Beverly C. Ryan, Lynchburg, VA, for

"Under Siege at Cow Creek Cross
ing."

Best Edited Document:
Stephen Blair, Silver Spring, MD,

and Bonita M. Oliva, Woodston,
KS, for "Diary of William Ander·
son Thornton." •

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Undergraduate:
Marcus Gottshalk, Las Vegas, NM,

for research and paper on the
boom years of the trade in Las Ve
gas.

Graduate:
Terry Ortega, Santa Fe, NM, for re

search and paper on the Draw·
back Act.
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entation by the Vaqueras de los
Caminos (Diana Walker and Lynn
Marchi), followed by the Ride into
History troupe. A surprise was the
ice cream and cake to celebrate Al
White's birthday. As the tired riders
trooped off to their bedrolls under a
canopy of stars, the haunting drums
and songs of Joe Mirabel drifted
across the plains. Joe had a death in
his family and was unable to attend,
but he sent a CD of his recent work.

The next morning we forced our
selves to eat another gigantic break
fast and then convoyed the rigs to
the Dos Rios Ranch on the Canadian
River just east of Springer. Here the
group did a three-hour ride, crossing
several branches of the Trail, visit
ing the ruins of the Rock Ranch, and
ending at the Rock Crossing of the
Canadian. The ride ended here with
barbecued chicken.

Both ranch owners are to be com
mended for placing antelope herds
throughout the ride for color and
authenticity. Because these rides
seem to generate interest in the
historical events of the West, we are
looking for areas to have group rides
next spring and fall.

POST OFFICE OAK
-lETIERS-

Editor:
With recent events in mind, we

have all been forced to sort through
priorities. We reevaluate relation
ships and activities according to
their relative significance, and some
times a hobby or outside interest
may seem less important than peo
ple and political/economic issues.

The individuals with whom we
come into contact through historical
activities are part of our extended
family, a family connected through
sharing common interests and com
mon goals. Members of the Santa Fe
Trail Association have become my
extended family, sharing a fascina
tion with the Trail and its historical
legacy.

Attending the symposium on the
heels of the September 11 disaster
forced us to face another direction,
not to turn our backs on the tragedy
of the time, but to refocus attention
on our lives as they once were by
studying the lives of others within a
historical context. True, concerns for
travel safety, for loss of life, re-
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mained a nagging reality in Septem
ber, but symposium attendees, for a
few days, immersed themselves in
the sites and experiences of yet an
other gathering, another reunion of
our Santa Fe Trail family.

We missed a few faces and lifted a
glass in honor of absent friends, but
those who attended, persevered.
Thanks to the Corazon Chapter for
putting on such a wonderful sympo
sium at such a difficult time.

Anne Mallinson
SFTA Vice-President

964 NW600
Centerview MO 64019

Editor:
Thank you for another splendid

edition in the August 2001 Wagon
Tracks. I was very glad to read the
news of Bonita's continued recovery,
and I especially enjoyed the articles
by Hal Jackson and Deborah and Jon
Lawrence.

I appreciate immensely the ex
cellent job you did with my piece
about the Lanes and I am grateful
you found room to include the photo
of Major Lane. I would like to
acknowledge Dr. Michael Olsen of
New Mexico Highlands University
who took time from his busy
schedule to locate the photo for me in
their wonderful James W. Arrott
Fort Union Collection in Donnelly
Library.

Continued best wishes to all of you
who produce such a valuable journal.

Alma Gregory
HC 69 Box 20

Sapello NM 87745

JOSIAH GREGG SOCIETY
MARGARET Sears, recently re
tired president of SFTA, has become
the first member of the Josiah Gregg
Society created during the past year
by action of the board (see article in
May 2001 W7). This special category
of giving to SFTA recognizes people
who make provisions to bequeath
some part of their estate to SFTA.
Margaret deserves special thanks
from all members of the Association
for making these provisions, and it
demonstrates how serious she was in
providing the leadership to add this
recognition for anyone who provides
for SFTA in their estate planning.
For more information, contact Presi
dent Hal Jackson. Anyone may join
the Josiah Gregg Society.
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BASS PRO ON THE TRAIL
BANNISTER Mall, at Bannister Rd
and Interstate 435, located on the
historic Santa Fe, Oregon, and Cali
fornia trails in Kansas City, MO, will
soon add a huge Bass Pro Shop retail
facility (160,000 square feet) and
change the name of the mall to Three
Trails Center. Bass Pro and the Cen
ter will focus on historic themes.
SFTA members in the area have
been involved in getting Bass Pro to
come to Kansas City. Jane Mallin
son, named SFTA Ambassador at
the recent symposium, has been a
technical and historical consultant
on the project.

Plans are underway to seek Na
tional Park Service involvement and
add a Historic Trails Visitor Center
at or near the shopping center. Bass
Pro plans to decorate the new store
with attention to history ofthe trails.
They will add a pond next to the
store where customers may tryout
equipment before purchase. The $76
million project is expected to be com
pleted in late 2002 or early 2003. An
interior decorator from Bass Pro has
already contacted the SFTA to find
individuals and organizations to
help with developing trail themes in
the new store.

This will benefit the trails as well
as the businesses. Bass Pro attracts
millions of visitors and customers
annually. A visitor center, informa
tion about the trails, and opportuni
ties to purchase trail-related items
will help SFTA and other trail asso
ciations.

SFTA member Louis Schumacher
Austin, chairman of 3-Trails West,
Inc., a not-for-profit corporation, has
provided leadership in persuading
Bass Pro to come to south Kansas
City, and he and the Missouri River
Outfitters Chapter are urging inter
ested people to write letters in sup
port of a NPS visitors' center at the
Three Trails Center. Letters of sup
port should go to the following:

J ere Krakow, Supt. NPS Long
Distance Trails Office, 324 S State St
#250, Salt Lake City Utah 45115 and
David Gaines, Supt. NPS Long Dis
tance Trails Office, PO Box 728,
Santa Fe NM 87504. Krakow admin
isters the Oregon-California Na
tional Historic Trails and Gaines ad
ministers the Santa Fe National His
toric Trail.
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THE INDIAN SLAVE TRADE IN NEW MEXICO
by Andy Hernandez

(Hernandez is professor of history at
Western New Mexico University, Sil
ver City. He presented this article as
a lecture at the Folk Art Museum in
Santa Fe, March 17, 2001, sponsored
by the End of the Trail Chapter,
SFTA, and the Salida del Sol Chap
ter, Old Spanish Trail Association.)

IN July 1868, three years after the
conclusion of the American Civil
War, a Grand Jury convened in Taos
County, New Mexico, to consider ac
cusations of slavery and debt peon
age against residents of Taos and Rio
Arriba counties, activities that had
been declared illegal by the United
States Congress in March of the pre
vious year. Civil Rights Commis
sioner William W. Griffin prepared,
in all, more than 400 cases to be ex
amined by the Grand Jury, mostly
involving Indians enslaved by New
Mexicans. Upon concluding delibera
tions, members of the Grand Jury
failed to issue any indictments since
there was insufficient evidence to
conclude that servants had been
forcibly restrained. I However, mem
bers of the Grand Jury also admitted
that they sympathized with the de
fendants in these cases, who were
bound by a "traditional [system]
which had prevailed in the South
west for hundreds of years.,,2 In New
Mexico, the power of tradition still
impeded the elimination of slavery,
one ofthe key national projects ofthe
post-Civil War government of the
United States.3

The above passage demands an
explanation of the system of Indian
slavery, a system that not only pre
sented problems for the United
States, but the preceding Mexican
and Spanish governments as well.
Indeed, this system of slavery had
been re-established by Spanish offi
cials after the restoration of Spanish
control in New Mexico in 1692 as
part of a greater program of solidify
ing Crown control over the region.
The slave trade would, however, be
come contested ground as officials,
merchants, and Indian slavers cre
ated alliances and counteralliances
in attempts to gain control of this in
creasingly lucrative commerce. In
creasing conflict relating to the slave
trade, moreover, weakened state

8

control in New Mexico over time.
Though initiated by representa

tives of the Spanish government as a
means to punish and assimilate hos
tile indigenous groups, Crown offi
cials quickly found that they were
unable to maintain control over the
exchange of captive Indians. In time,
the growing trade of Indian captives
increased both intertribal frictions
and Indian-Hispanic hostilities.
Spanish officials demonstrated their
ineffectiveness with unenforced
bans on the trading of Indian cap
tives and unlicensed trade with In
dian slavers. Moreover, as Indian
captives came to be dehumanized as
mere commodities to be traded, the
enforcement of laws and social
norms that governed their treatment
eroded, creating a worsening social
problem in ew Mexico over time.
With the introduction of Anglo
American immigrants to the South
west after 1821, the market for In
dian captives increased geometri
cally, exacerbating all of the prob
lems described above, just as New
Mexico began to enter into a collision
course with the United States that
would culminate in the Mexican
American War. Even after the
United States' absorption of the
Southwest, however, the Indian
slave trade would continue to playa
role in events in the region over the
course of the following decades.

Well before the Spanish conquest
of New Mexico, Spanish law defined
legal forms of slavery in the Ameri
cas. Codes such as the Recopila
ci6nes de Indias and the Derecho In
diana identified the prosecution of a
"just war" as the sole legal basis for
taking Indian slaves throughout
Spanish America.4 In New Mexico,
this doctrine was reflected, for exam
4.Jle, in the enslavement of 300 Aco
mans by don Juan de Ofiate in the
wake of their unsuccessful revolt
against the Spanish.5

Not all Spaniards in the
seventeenth century followed the
full prescripts of the law, however.
Fray Alonso de Benavides, in his
1630 Memorial, accused New Mexi
can governors Francisco Manuel de
Silva and Felipe Zorylo of making
use of friendly Indian groups to ab-
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duct and enslave Indians from the
surrounding areas to be used for
their own personal enrichment.6

This practice would increase to the
point that Indian slaving has been
described as one of the myriad
causes of the Pueblo Revolt of 1680.7

The enslavement of Indians in
New Mexico was altered to some de
gree after the Pueblo Revolt.8 Fol
lowing Diego de Vargas's Reconquest
of New Mexico in 1692, Indian slaves
generally fell into two categories:
those hostile Indians taken as cap
tives during the prosecution of a
"just war," as outlined in the Recopi
laci6nes of 1542 and 1681, and indios
de rescate, or captive Indians who
were ransomed from servitude to
other Indian groups by New Mexi
cans.9 In the early years of the
eighteenth century, however, New
Mexican governors also began to of
fer captives from just wars as incen
tives for the vigorous prosecution of
campaigns against enemy indige
nous groups.

Despite the accommodation be
tween Puebloans and Spaniards pro
duced by Vargas's Reconquest, the
various semi- and non-sedentary
populations surrounding New Mexi
can settlements, such as Apaches,
Navajos, Utes, and Comanches,
would continue to deny Spaniards
hegemony over the Southwest.
Within this "non-dominant frontier,"
Spanish officials employed a variety
of tactics to sustain and improve
their hold on New Mexico. 1o

In order to undermine or prevent
alliances between hostile indigenous
groups, a number of governors in
New Mexico in the first half of the
eighteenth century carried out a "di
vide and conquer" strategy. I I They
encouraged non-sedentary groups to
attack each other or to join official
Spanish campaigns and reprisals
against specific groups. Thus, Span
ish governors were able to keep en
emy groups off balance with a combi
nation of official expeditions sup
ported by Indian irregulars, and "in
dependent" attacks by indigenous
groups against each other.

Ultimately, New Mexicans would
not necessarily have to serve in the
military in order to acquire an In-
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dian servant. Instead, one could also
acquire captives through trade with
Comanches, Utes, Apaches, and Na
vajos who would sell their war cap
tives either to Spanish officials or
New Mexican families in exchange
for horses, hides, or other goods. In
return, New Mexicans would agree
to educate their slaves in the Span
ish language, religion, and culture.

By means of the Indian slave
trade, Spanish officials intended to
create the means to assimilate and
control hostile Indians and thereby
to guarantee the security of New
Mexico and the Spanish Americas.
At the same time, as a direct result of
official governmental sanction for
the taking of captives in campaigns,
Indian slaves emerged as an increas
ingly lucrative commodity in the
early years of the eighteenth cen
tury.

The various trade fairs in Spanish
settlements such as Taos, Picuris,
Abiquiu, and Pecos reflect early
Spanish attempts to control and
regulate the increasing commerce
between New Mexicans and indige
nous groups in general, and the
growing Indian slave trade specifi
cally. As trade between New Mexi
can settlements and the semi- and
non-sedentary populations in the
area increased, indigenous groups
would, after concluding their trad
ing, either learn that they had been
cheated by New Mexicans, or at
tempt to steal some of what they had
traded to New Mexican settlers.12 By
restricting trade to a regular site at a
regular time, representatives of the
Spanish government hoped to limit
the abuses that so often resulted in
violence. 13 In at least one case, how
ever, conflict over the Indian slave
trade would not be produced by ques
tionable commercial practices be
tween New Mexicans and Indians.

At the same time, some indige
nous groups represented the key in
termediaries in providing slaves
from other indigenous groups to buy
ers in New Mexico. In return, Indian
slavers profited handsomely while
simultaneously becoming increas
ingly integrated into New Mexico's
market economy. The roles of profi
teering Indian slaver and dehuman
ized Indian slave were extremely
fluid, with members of the various
non-sedentary indigenous groups
surrounding New Mexico filling each
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role over time.
The sale of slaves in New Mexico

continued to be extremely lucrative
throughout the eighteenth century.
While attending the Taos Trade
Fair, Franciscan Francisco Atanasio
Dominguez remarked in 1776 that
Comanches were especially active in
this trade in which they earned con
siderable profits. Dominguez re
called that "an Indian slave [is
traded] according to the individual,
because if it is an Indian girl from
twelve to twenty years old, two good
horses and some trifles in addition,
such as a short cloak, a horse cloth, a
red lapel are given; or a she-mule
and a scarlet cover, or other things
are given for her. If the slave is a
male, he is worth less and the
amount given is arranged in the
manner described." I
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With official institutions such as
trade fairs, indigenous groups had a
ready market and considerable de
mand for Indian captives. To provide
the supply, and to continue to profit
from the trade, Comanches and
other groups raided each other more
extensively. As the conflict between
indigenous groups escalated, the en
tire province became increasingly
destabilized. The various trade fairs,
which began as an official effort to
regulate trade between Indians and
New Mexicans and to reduce the vio
lence consequent to that trade, re
sulted in increasing conflict in New
Mexico, especially as merchants be
gan looking outside of New Mexico's
borders to supply the demands of the
Indian slave trade.

Illegal trade with indigenous
groups was also facilitated by
officially-sanctioned explorations.
The two expeditions of Juan Maria
Antonio de Rivera in June and Octo
ber 1765 and the Dominguez
Escalante expedition of 1776
brought the geography of the Great
Basin, and knowledge of new indige
nous groups therein, to the attention
of New Mexicans. 1s Merchants could
now travel directly to distant areas
in order to trade far away from the
watchful eyes of Crown officials.

Between the conclusion of the
Dominguez-Escalante Expedition
and the early nineteenth century,
members of four different expedi
tions were prosecuted for leaving
Abiquiu to trade with Utes in pres
ent southern Utah and western Colo-
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rado. 16 As these numbers only reflect
those merchants who were caught
breaking the law, some historians
have speculated that many other un
documented trading expeditions en
tered into the Great Basin during
these years. I?

Of these illegal ventures, the trial
of Mauricio Arze and Lagos Garcia
resulting from their illegal expedi
tion into the Great Basin in 1813
produced a particularly interesting
account of slave trading in the early
nineteenth century. Accused of vio
lating the ban on trade outside of
New Mexican settlements, Arze and
Garcia testified that they had en
tered the Great Basin believing that
they had acquired a valid license to
trade with Utes from the alcalde
mayor of Abiquiu. Among other ac
tivities, Arze and Garcia testified
that they had attempted to trade
with the Timpanagos Utes in the vi
cinity of Utah Lake. The Timpana
gos, however, were only interested in
trading slaves to the New Mexicans,
as had been done in the past.18 When
the New Mexicans refused to trade
for captives, the Timpanogos killed
eight horses and one mule. Arze then
claimed that he had been forced to
accept captives as compensation for
his slaughtered animals.19 Fearing
an escalation offorce, the New Mexi
cans broke camp and began their re
turn trip to New Mexico.

The above examples signaled a
number of problems for New Mexi
can officials. First, despite oft
repeated restrictions against illegal
trade with indigenous groups, mer
chants obviously continued to trade
anyway, bringing them into increas
ing le~al conflict with Crown offi
cials.2 Second, in carrying out their
illegal commerce, merchants like
Arze and Garcia exacerbated hostili
ties with indigenous groups. The
Utes responsible for killing Arze's
and Garcia's animals clearly ex
pected the New Mexican expedition
to trade for slaves. Seeing the New
Mexicans' refusal to trade for slaves
as a threat to their livelihood, these
Utes responded with force. Third,
the Great Basin presented New
Mexicans with trading grounds out
side of the surveillance of Crown offi
cials. Slavery during this period,
then, would be driven by commercial
demand for slaves, and not by Crown
initiated warfare against enemy in-
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digenous groups.
These external problems reflect

intensifying conflict relating to the
Indian slave trade in the late colo
nial period in New Mexico. At the
same time, these examples suggest
the emergence of a new, and subver
sive identity for New Mexican mer
chants, who began to derme them
selves more in terms of their usually
beneficial economic relationship
with indigenous groups rather than
in terms of their often antagonistic
political relationship with New
Mexican officials.

Increasing attempts by New
Mexicans to trade with Indian
groups corresponded roughly with
the movement for independence in
the Viceroyalty of New Spain. Fol
lowing Mexican Independence, offi
cials relaxed existing restrictions
against trade.21 In New Mexico, re
strictions against trading with
Anglo-Americans were eased, lead
ing to the creation of the Santa Fe
and Chihuahua trade with the
United States. To the west, the re
laxation of previous trading restric
tions was reflected in the continued
increase of New Mexican trading
ventures with Indians outside of
New Mexican settlements.22

As Anglo-Americans and Hispanic
New Mexicans began to trade more
outside of New Mexico, they also be
gan to chart new routes around and
through the territories of indigenous
groups. One outcome of expanded ex
ploration was the eventual creation
of trade routes connecting New Mex
ico and California. The knowledge of
such routes, in effect, gave New
Mexican slavers access to another
market for slaves. Though Mexican
authorities in California passed laws
making slaving in California illegal,
and vigorously enforced those laws,
legal records suggest that New Mexi
cans continued to trade slaves in
California anyway.23

Increasing tensions and hostili
ties between New Mexicans and
nearby indigenous groups repre
sented another outcome of expanded
exploration and trading. As mer
chants were able to bypass the lands
of Indian slavers and to take Indian
captives themselves, the role of In
dian slavers diminished. Indian
slavers had, up to this point, been in
tegrated to a considerable degree
into the New Mexican economy
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through their slave raids them
selves. As they were gradually cut off
from this trade, Indian slavers would
then resort to violence and increased
raiding against New Mexican settle
ments in order to offset their losses.24

The intensification of this violence,
in turn, would coincide with the an
nexation of the Southwest by the
United States as a result of the
Mexican-American War.

As shown in the beginning of this
essay, American courts in New Mex
ico would still face the issue of Indian
slavery throughout the nineteenth
century. During this period, how
ever, the issue would become even
more complex as new players would
compete for control of the Indian
slave trade. New Mexican traders
had taken the Indian slave trade into
the Great Basin. After 1848, new set
tlers, principally Mormons in Utah,
would take control of the Indian
slave trade for themselves. Mormon
interest in the slave trade was best
defined in the words of Brigham
Young himself, who "spoke upon the
importance of the Iron County Mis
sion and the advantages of the
Brethren filling it. Advised them to
buy up the Lamanite [Indian] chil
dren as fast as they could, and edu
cate them and teach them the gospel,
so that many generations would not
pass ere they should become a white
and delightsome people...."25 Young
would later distinguish between
Mormon uplift and Hispanic slavery,
when he claimed that: "[we are] es
sentially purchasing them into free
dom instead of slavery; but it is not
the low, servile drudgery of Mexican
slavery, to which I would doom them,
not to be raised among beings
scarcely superior to themselves, but
where they could find that consid
eration pertaining not only to civi
lized, but humane and benevolent
society."26 For both Utah and New
Mexico, Indian slavery would con-

• tinue to affect society through the
ear7 decades of the twentieth centu
ry.2

In too many studies of slavery,
authors have focused their attention
upon the benefits of slave labor to a
given society, without considering
the potential penalties associated
with systems of slavery. While many
historians have examined the Indian
slave trade in New Mexico and the
commerce relating to that trade,
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none have thoroughly explored the
competition between state, New
Mexican mercantile, and indigenous
interests in their attempts to control
the slave trade. The relationships
between these groups, and the effect
of their intermittent cooperation and
confrontation over the issue of In
dian slavery offers excellent new in
sights into the extent of state power
and control in relation to other
groups in New Mexico during the co
lonial and post-Independence eras.
Contested control over the Indian
slave trade contributed to the formu
lation of a new identity for New
Mexicans in the context of the Indian
slave trade. While the Indian slave
trade undoubtedly weakened New
Mexico and led to its absorption into
the United States, it likewise weak
ened the United States with conflicts
that continued throughout the
nineteenth century, and a legacy of
slavery that reached well into the
twentieth century.
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TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic in Vers~

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks poetry which

addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity ofthe Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Submit poetry, in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of
English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

Poet LaVonne Johnson-Holt, an
English major at Metropolitan State
College of Denver, crafts a dramatic
monologue "Meeting Creekside,"
springing from her study of David
Clapsaddle's article "Ash Creek
Crossing" (Wagon Tracks, November
2000). As Clapsaddle notes, the
stream crossings needed three "ne
cessities-water, wood or chips, and
grass" (17). Thus the poet's speaker
refers to the "ash trees lining/ its
crooked banks" as she echoes the
words of George Sibley: ''This creek
is extremely crooked...."

The speaker hypothesizes that
"ash burns wellJeven when green"
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showing that the Trail traveler is un
schooled in the ways of the Trail.
The poet makes an imaginative en
try into Clapsaddle's commentary
about the need of Trail travelers to
communicate: "At the end of a tiring
day, following supper ... a few rare
moments were available for the men
to socialize, exchange stories, and
perhaps listen to some music." Poet
Johnson-Holt's traveler is very com
municative: "what did you! say it is
called? Ash Creek, ah... .' The trav
eler also reflects Clapsaddle's com
mentary that "Such activity was
magnified if other caravans were en
camped at the crossing, especially if
they were coming from the opposite
direction. Thus Johnson-Holt's trav
eler asks for help unhitching the
team and asks about the origin of a
fellow traveler: "where did you/say
you'd come from? Santa Fe, ah...."

However the poet's debt to Clap
saddle, she remarks in her notes that
''My mother long ago told me that
'Kansas' comes from a Native Ameri
can word meaning strong south
wind." Her poem is based on organic
form. She writes, "My line length is
based solely on what I had to say, af
ter I'd pared it down and subjected it
to 'condensery,' to borrow a word
from Lorine Niedecker."

MEETING CREEKSIDE
by LaVonne Johnson-Holt

A nother long day's journey
to this creek at last-
tomorrow we'll crass-what did you
say it is called? Ash Creek, ah,
good name. All the ash trees lining
its crooked banks. A sh burns well
even when green.

Team's tired from pulling
their load in this godawful heat
help me take off their collars-where

did you
say you'd came from? Santa Fe, ah
nat going that far, Colorado only.

Grass
here looks goad. We'll picket the

team in
the middle of the rich green.

Water's law and skunky in the bed
still, glad to see it at all
in this heat and no rain-when did

you
say it last rained here? Mast a month,

ah,
that's harsh, sun's harsh too. And that
wind, strong south kansas, hard an us
folks that're still so green.
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CALVIN THOMPSON GARLAND, "A FAMILIAR DESCRIPTION OF THE WEST'
edited with an introduction by Jesse Scott

(SFTA Ambassador Jesse Scott, Gar
den City, KS, serves as chair of the
SFTApublication committee. Hepre
pared the following manuscript for
publication. Special thanks are due
Jeffrey Cooper who provided a copy
of the manuscript and to the late Ma
rietta Brown who preserved the
manuscript.)

Introduction

FROM New England to the Santa
Fe Trail and the California Gold
Strike, Calvin Thompson Garland
related his adventures in an address,
"A Familiar Description of the
West," apparently presented to some
group about 1860 (he refers to Hor
ace Greeley traveling westward "last
summer" and Greeley made that trip
in 1859). The address may have been
given in his native New Ha':Ilps~re

since he closes the manuscrIpt WIth
"started for home, western country
enough." Everything Garland refers
to in his talk happened prior to 1860.

In August 2000 Jeffrey Cooper of
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, sent a
copy of a copy of some handwritten
notes of "Charles" Thompson Gar
land. Information in possession of
other family members show his first
name to be "Calvin," taken from his
father's name, John Calvin Garland.
His middle name, Thompson, is from
maternal grandparents. The Thomp
son family gave the original land to
found the University of New Hamp
shire, and the main building is
Thompson Hall.

Calvin Thompson Garland was
born June 15, 1839, and spent his
childhood in New Hampshire. At the
age of eleven he accompanied his
grandfather to the California gold
fields in 1850, following the "4gers."
Mter such exposure to the Far West,
it seems only natural a red-blooded
American boy would yearn for more.
The following manuscript is from
notes of an address he gave, location
and time unknown. Where illegibil
ity or uncertainty in the original
notes exists, there are blanks or only
those identified letters included
here. Some of Garland's abbrevia
tions are unclear, but textual clues
provide some identity. It is clear, for
example, from "lower Cn. Spring,"
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"Middle Cn. Spring" and "up the Cn.
to the upper Springs," that "Cn." Is
the abbreviation for "Cimarron
River." Also, "As." is for "Arkansas
River."

Other abbreviations are not so
clear. "Cs." refers to Indians, but is it
an abbreviation for "Cheyennes" or
"Comanches"? Of "the Indians who
infest the route," is "Ds" an abbrevia
tion for Dakota Sioux or Dog Soldiers
of the Cheyenne, "Ks" for Kiowas or
Kaws, "AS." or "As." for Apaches or
Arapahoes?

After a trip to Fort Riley, work
with a survey team in Nebraska Ter
ritory, and two trips over the Santa
Fe Trail to New Mexico, Garland's
last trip was apparently to Utah,
hauling supplies for the troops en
gaged in the Mormon War or Utah
Expedition, 1857-1858. None of t?e
places he mentions on that final trip,
with unclear abbreviations and il
legible words, have been positively
identified, but the circumstances
suggest a trip to Salt Lake in Utah.

Calvin T. Garland eventually set
tled in Texas and owned property in
Austin. He was a lawyer and a cir
cuit judge in Texas for many years.
He later returned to Rye, New
Hampshire, and purchased the fam
ily home. He died there in 1898 at
the age of 60. Calvin's brother, Char
les William Garland, lived in Leoti,
Kansas, and served as the first Pro
bate judge of Wichita County.

The text of Calvin Garland's ad
dress is printed with original spell
ing, so far as it can be determined. It
is another record of travel on the
Santa Fe Trail, including the rigors
of winter travel and mention of many
landmarks..

"A Familiar Description of the West:' by
• C. T. Garland

Preparatory to my appearance
before you this evening I have writ
ten down a brief narrative of my
western experience, together with
some observations on the country
and its inhabitants and future pros
pects. I come before you tonight not
to make any oratoried display for
that is out of my line entirely, but to
give in my humble way, a familiar
description of some parts of the
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Great West according to my promise,
in obedience to your request. I told
you at our last meeting that my re
marks would probably occupy from
20 minutes to half an hour. I hope
that none have come here expecting
a full account of the Western country
in my brief remarks, for I should be
sorry to disappoint such. However, I
will make this offer free to all. If any
persons wants a fuller account of any
particular thing I will be happy to
answer any question propounded.
Let all be free to ask. They shall
freely receive according to my lim
ited knowledge and ability. Not hav
ing had extensive recourse to books,
my account is founded mainly on ob
servations. Few books have been
popular enough to give the masses of
the people a clear conception of the
general character of the far West.
However, the American people like
to know what kind of a domain Uncle
Sam has in reserve and the universal
tendency of all Yankees to spread
themselves over all the nation is fast
throwing light on the matter. As you
are aware, Horace Greeley, the Trib
une Philosopher went overland to
California last summer [Greeley
traveled to the West in 1859]. Al
though his trip was hasty, giving
him little time to make observations,
still less to write them, yet his letters
were eagerly read by thousands.
Some of you may think his state
ments incredible when he says that
he saw 1,000,000 buffaloe in one day
and when he estimates the number
of buffaloe on the Plains to equal the
whole number of domestic horned
cattle in the U. S. However I can
firmly corroborate his statements in
that respect and I believe his esti
mates of the number of buffaloe to be
below the mark. But more of this
hereafter. Mr. Greeley made a flying
trip across the plains by express. I
made three trips across the Plains
and two others some distance out. I
spent two years and two months in
the West, just half of that time spent
in Camp. While thus employed it was
impossible to keep a journal, so
whatever you hear from [me] tonight
is the charge of a not very retentive
memory. Though events have lost
much of their freshness and many
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cannot be recalled, yet I have
thought best to put my address
mostly in the form of a narrative in
terspersed with incidents of travel.
This method will bring more inci
dents to memory that I can other
wise recall.

In May 1856, I left home and went
to Boston in search of employment
being sick of farming. I got tired of
Boston in one day, and contrary to
my original intention started for
Chicago. The journey reducing my
funds to zero, I left the city and went
to work on a railroad bridge 20 miles
west. After working there 10 days, I
went back to Chicago and from there
to Odell Station, 84 miles south, five
miles from which place I went to
work on a farm. This farm contained
3000 acres and had very good build
ings, though there was no wood
within five miles of the house. Of
course there were no fences, though
there were two or three 80 acre fields
hedged in by the Osage Orange,
which was not yet sufficiently grown
to keep out cattle. Forty men were
employed on. this farm and among
the crops were 500 acres of wheat.
Deer, Prairie wolves and Prairie
hens were numerous here and prai
rie fires lighted up the horizon at
night in every direction. I stayed
here some over a month and then
started for the St. Louis. I spent a
week in St. Louis and then started
up the Missouri in a steamboat. I got
off at Kansas City, Mo. and then
walked over to Westport four miles
back. I found Westport in so much
commotion about Kansas and Old
John Brown that I took the back
track, sleeping in the woods between
the two towns that night. In the
morning I went to Kansas City,
where I worked on two brick yards
about a month and a half. While I
stayed in Kansas City I had a good
opportunity to watch the movements
of the pro slavery men. A steam ferry
boat was always busy in crossing the
river to carry armed men on their
way to the Border Ruffian rendez
vous at Little Santa Fe, 12 miles
south of Westport. The ferry boat
landing was close to where I worked
and as I had many pro slavery ac
quaintances I was very familiar with
their plans. Though I was heartily
opposed to the pro slavery scheme of
wiping out the free state people from
Kansas, yet I managed to prudently
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guard my tongue among enemies,
well knowing the power of Missouri
hemp to choke all utterances. I hope
that none will say that I make flings
at any of their political parties. I be
long to none of them and don't con
sider any of them worth alluding to, I
shall state facts and leave others to
draw their own inferences. Perhaps
you have all heard lies enough about
"bleeding Kansas" and if so a sober
fact or two may do you good. I will
here read part of a letter written by
me from Kansas City.

At that time I hired to Majors and
Russell to drive an ox team on the
Plains. You all know that our Westr
ern Territories are chiefly inhabited
by numerous tribes of Indians and to
protect overland emigrants and set
tlers from their attacks, forts or mili
tary stations are established by Gov
ernment and occupied by U. S.
troops. Whether these garrisons are
in Kansas, Nebraska, Utah or New
Mexico they have to be supplied with
army stores and all such supplies are
transported across the plains and
mountains by trains of waggons
drawn by oxen or mules. Oxen are
generally used by contractors, mules
by Government or military expedi
tions. When vast quantities of
freight are to be transported, oxen
are always employed. Russell and
Co. have had the contract to carry
the Government freight to the forts
for several years. The contractors do
a great business and our course [?] to
pretty deep into Uncle Sam's purse
in return. To give some idea of the
extent of Russell's contract, he sent
about 4000 waggons and 30,000 catr
tle over the plains in 1858. Billy Rus
sell, the head of the firm is a little
short Vermonter with a great long
head for business. Though he is a
Yankee and so religious as to forbid
swearing and gambling among his
teamsters he owned slaves and
starts out trains on Sunday. Next in
cohort with Russell is Tom [Alexan
der] Majors, a Kentuckian. He was
formerly a bull whacker, then a
Methodist preacher, but now a
shrewd contractor full of piety and
speculation. I started from Fort
Leavenworth with an ox train bound
for Ft. Riley. Oct 1st, 1856. The dis
tance was 125 miles. Our teamsters
were mostly pitiful pro slavery
scamps who had been prowling
about Kansas till they got "strapped"
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and were obliged to resort to bull
whacking for existence. They could
n't drive oxen, however, any better
than could free state men and most
of them got their travelling docu
ments on their return. Our Ft. Riley
trip was a bad one. Almost enough to
break a man of iron. I had not been
very well since I came up the river
and driving and herding cattle at
night in the frost and dew and freez
ing prairie winds didn't cure me. The
grass, too, was nearly all burnt off or
killed by frost and the cattle began to
"cave in." Adventurers on this road
were rather tame. On our first Sun
day out we were encamped four or
five miles from Hickory Point, fa
mous in the annals of "bleeding Kan
sas." An armed man from that place
came to our camp and told our wag
gon master that the Yankees had
threatened to destroy their settle
ment that night. We had no arms,
however, and our pro slavery warri
ors had to stay in camp, leaving
Hickory Point to its fate. The next
morning we rolled on and I had un
speakable dissatisfaction of seeing
the three Hickory Point houses as
safe and sound as they had been
since the Free State men riddled
them with Sharp's rifle bullets a
month before. Orders had been given
to us by Russell to stop at some town
to vote the pro slavery ticket for dele
gate to Congress. On election day our
train arrived at Osawkee, then a pro
slaver town on the Grasshopper.
Many Missourians had previously
passed us on their way to Osawkee to
vote. When we drove up to the town,
a savage looking Border Ruffian
came up and called out with an oath
"Come up here, all you bull whack
ers." And up to the polls all went, but
three of us managed to elude the ras
cals. Four Northern men voted for
[John] Whitfield to save their lives.
None ofour teamsters were legal vot
ers. They came near forcing me to
vote in spite of my pleas of being too
young and not belonging in the Ter
ritory and it required some address
for me not to vote and save my scalp.
The road to Fort Riley passes over a
very fine country. The Pottawamies
have a beautiful reserve 70 or 80
miles out. The Catholics have a
flourishing mission among these In
dians. Uncle Sam has some good
stone buildings at Ft. Riley. We
made the Riley trip in 20 days, but I

13



was so thoroughly tired of it that
good wages were no inducement to
go again and I quit the service, some
what worse for wear.

On the 22nd of October I started
for Nebraska with a surveying party
under the direction of a U. S. deputy
surveyor named Caldwell. His party
was all made up of discharged team
sters from our Fort Riley train. We
were six men in all with a tent, wag
gon and four oxen. On our journey
out we were beset with piercing
winds which gave us a foretaste of
the approaching winter. We com
menced to sectionize on the bound
ary between Kansas and Nebraska,
about 120 miles from Ft. Leaven
worth. The weather was severe, the
grass burnt off or frost killed and
there was not timber enough to camp
in. We found not a drip of good water
after leaving our first camping place.
On the 5th of November we had a se
vere snow storm which was followed
by a "cold snap" which should have
driven us to the States. But we held
on, poor ill fated wretches that we
were. We always started to work at
daylight and returned any time be
tween sunset and midnight. Some
times we missed our way to camp
and then it was a hunt for life. Wan
dering over lone prairies and among
deep wooded ravines we shouted our
selves hoarse hoping to be heard by
the cook in camp. The prairie wolves
replied with their hideous barks and
howls. These brutes howl first and
then sound up by a bark. Sometimes
we were in ecstacies supposing that
their cry to be the voice of our men in
camp, but their hellish barks dis
pelled the illusions and cast us from
joy into the depths of despair. Imag
ine a simultaneous war whoop and
stampede of Pandemonium and you
have some idea of the unearthly
noise made by a pack ofthese wolves.
The prairies wolf is a skulking cow
ardly, contemptible cur. He never at
tacks man but the mountain wolves
sometimes do. All wolves prowl
about seeking what to devour and it
is often the last request of the dying
wanderer that his companions shall
bury him so deep that the wolves
cannot reach him. The 7th of Novem
ber was a very cold day and Caldwell
said "If it is cold enough today to
freeze horns off a brass monkey what
will the 7th of January be." We soon
found out at a dear rate. Before the
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end of November we all had fits of
sickness but me, though I had a set
tled billious [?] compliment of four
months standing. In tow came my
turn to be stricken down. After sec
tionizing one day till dark as usual
we started in search of camp, five
miles distant. We did not know
where it was, as the cook had moved
it to the northwest on a small creek
in sight of the timber of the Big Blue.
I was nearly exhausted when we
started but by a strong effort of will I
managed to follow the others some
times falling behind, then guided by
their shouts I hurried on again.
When at last the answering shout
from camp was heard I fell behind
and it was sometime before I reached
camp. But it came near being my fi
nal effort. I took supper and went to
bed as Plainers do. The next morning
I tried to rise supposing myself able
to work. So thoroughly had I been ex
hausted that I was hardly able to
move, much less to rise. I laid there
six days almost at the point of death.
Two days after I fell sick a great
snow storm came on which lasted
two days, the 1st and 2nd of Decem·
ber. Our cattle ran off, the snow
stopped our work, and we were in the
Indian country with no means of
moving camp. In this dilemma we re
mained till I got my feet frozen, and
was reduced almost to bones by sick
ness. The rest of our party suffered
terribly in hunting our lost cattle.
One had most of his toes frozen off,
another was picked up insensible in
a snow storm by a party of surveyors
bound to the States. At length we got
some mules from Col. Manners, a
surveyor, and with them we moved
our camp. In attempting to head a
small creek we got lost in a storm
and after two days travel imagine
our surprise at finding ourselves
where we started from. That was a
great joke for surveyors, but we
never once used the compass in that
storm. After being in camp till the
1st of January, we reached an old de
serted trading post on the Black Ber
milion where I stayed till the 8th of
February. While alone at this des~

late place two frozen toes on my right
foot mortified and I broke them off. I
could get no remedy for my feet, nor
any sickness which had reduced me
to about 100 pounds weight. I seized
the first opportunity to go 12 miles to
Turkey Creek, Kansas, where I re-
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mained till my feet got nearly well,
during which time I worked some on
a settler's farm. I cooked a while for a
surveying party. The country on Tur
key Creek is delightful and the soil
deep and rich. There are beautiful
groves of timber here, the wood is
mostly walnut, hickory, elm, oak,
sycamore, , and cottonwood.
There are plenty of deer, wild tur
keys and prairie chickens in all this
country and many elk where we sur
veyed. In places here there were good
limestone quarries and the stone
was smooth faced and excellent for
building purposes. My stay at Tur
key Creek restored my health and I
then started for Leavenworth where
I arrived May 1st and hired to Rus
sell and Co. to go across the plains.
On the 16th of May I was surprised
to meet my father and brother at
Russell's outfit. They had been at
work since I left it a year before and I
had no more idea of seeing any of my
folks in Kansas than I had of seeing
men from the moon. We all started
together with an ox train of 26 wag
gons, and 30 men for Ft. Union, N.
M. on the 18th of May. Ft. Union is
750 miles from and 150 from
Santa Fe. The road stretched 200
miles at first over a very fertile coun
try, mostly rolling prairie, but with
beautiful belts of timber along the
water-courses. The remainder of the
distance is over the "Great Plains,"
which cannot be cultivated without
irrigation, but which are capable of
grazing animals to a limited extent.
The rivers crossed by the Santa Fe
road are the Kaw or Kansas, Cotton
wood, Little Arkansas, Great Arkan
sas, Cameroon, Canadian or Red,
and other smaller. The Indians who
infest the route are the DS. Ks., AS.,
Cs. some As. on the west and Indians
of eastern Kansas, who hunt the buf
faloe and fight the Indians of the
Plains west of their reserves. Per
haps it would be uninteresting to
name the many camping places on
the route. We had particular places
to camp, where we could get trees,
and water for the cattle. We cooked
and ate once, twice or three times a
day. That all depended the number
of good stopping places. The first 200
miles we could get wood to burn,
then for nearly 200 miles we had to
burn buffaloe chips, and the remain
der of the distance, nearly 400 miles
we burnt mule and ox chips.
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Sometimes, however, we carried
along some wood in the waggons. In
our trip we crossed Salt and Soldier
Creeks on bridges ferried __
[Kaw] River and forded all the other
streams, sometimes with great
difficulty. About 180 miles out we
first struck the buffaloe. These
brutes, if approached when grazing,
will fly from man, but if pursued by
hunters, they will often blindly
charge close up to a train. When that
is the case, there is some brisk
shooting. Buffaloe meat is cooked in
various ways. Much of it is dried for
the desert route. When Greeley says
he don't like buffaloe meat, he don't
speak the mind of a Plainer nor a
Mountaineer. Many a hunter in the
Rocky Mts. has lived for years almost
entirely on buffaloe meat without
salt. I heard a N Mountaineer once
say that such living was the best he
ever had and he longed to try it
again. We first struck the Great
Arkansas at the Big Bend and
travelled 100 miles up the bottom
which was sandy but well grassed.
We saw a vast heard of buffaloe
extending 15 miles along the
Arkansas and covering the whole
bottom along the south bank of the
river for five miles. All day we
traveled along the north bank by the
side of that vast multitude. I should
think 1,000,000 a moderate estimate
of their number. I was filled with
astonishment. I had heard of 10,000
being seen in a single herd, but to
[see] 100 times that number in a
single day exceeded my wildest
expectations. I said then that such a
sight was worth a journey to see. 100
miles from the Big Bend we forded
the Arkansas at the lower crossing,
with 16 yoke of cattle to a waggon.
After five miles travel into the south
bank of the river we left the country
of grass and water and after a hard
pull up the sand hill separating the
bottom from desert plains we struck
the Horn Alley [Jornada]. This is a
desert, 60 miles wide between the
Apachees and Comanchees. It is
destitute of water and grass except
in the rainy season in the fall. It is a
high level plain terminated by sand
hills, which separate it from the
river bottoms. The road over it is
very bad, but not sandy nor stony.
The "battle ground," 170 miles from
the Apachee's sand hills is a camping
place with some water in the rainy
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season. Some miles further on is the
"Bone Yard" where a few years since,
a whole train of cattle, more than
360 in number, froze to death in the
month of Oct. A few miles more takes
us to Sand Creek, where there is
water only in the wet season. There
is some grass here, which is eagerly
cropped by cattle which have been
pulled 50 miles without a bite. 10
miles more of desert carry us over
the Horn Alley. The hardships
endured by men and cattle in
crossing this 60 mile desert cannot
be imagined nor described. We have
to cross in 36 hours, two nights and
one day, as the cattle cannot stand
more than one hot day without grass
and water. We used to sleep walking
along the road, sometimes tumbling
against the cattle and waggon
wheels and narrowly escaping being
run over. Many men have lost their
lives by riding on their waggon
tongues and falling under the wheels
when asleep. However, sleep we
must, live or die, and sleep we did,
every man of us on our waggon
tongues for miles. Many a man has
sworn off and left the Plains forever,
on account of the dreaded Horn
Alley. After leaving this waste we
camped at the lower Cn. Spring.
From here we drove over another
stretch of 27 miles without grass or
water. After crossing still another
desert ridge we arrived at the Middle
Cn. Springs, famous for prairie dog
towns. The prairie dog is not found
on the rich prairies, but on the
barren plains. It is but little larger
than a gray squirrel. Why they are
called dogs, I don't know, we used to
eat them at any rate. It is a fact that
owls and rattle snakes are found in
prairie dog holes but they are
probably unwelcome visitors. A large
collection of their holes is called a
prairie dog town. We found them
along the road from the Little
Arkansas to Antonio Creek a
distance of between 500 and 600
miles. Leaving the middle Springs,
we kept on up the Cn. to the upper
Springs 100 miles from the lower.
From the As. to this place (160 miles)
there is not a tree nor a bush to be
seen. The Cn. is quite a stream in
time ofheavy rains, but sometimes it
is nearly dry. The grass in its narrow
bottom is pretty good, but back on
the upland, the soil is dry and
barren. Between the Cn. and Rg. [?]
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Union the Gountry is very barren and
dreary, and grass, water and fuel is
scanty. Leaving the Upper Stream
we kept on stopping at some
miserable camping places, the
names of which I have forgotten, till
we came to Rabbit Ears, so called
from the appearance of to high
mounds near by. Here we found
some black currants and a little
wood. From this place we had a long
stretch without grass or water.
When we ascended the west bank of
this creek the famous "Round
Mound" was full in sight and
apparently very near, but after we
had traveled its supposed distance, it
appeared to be about as far off as
before. This surprised those Yankees
who were unacquainted with the
Plains. Such men often start over the
plain to go to an isolated hill or
mountain, but it seems to them that
the eminence moves from them, till
finally they give up in despair,
saying that they are no nearer their
destination than when they started.
Rolling on over the barren plains
which are rolling most of the way
from the Cimarron to Ft. Union, we
pursued our toils some journey to the
south westward, stopping at Point of
Rocks, Cold pr., Limestone Spring,
McNieces Creek, __ Cr.,
Cottonwood holes and other dreary
and forgotten camping places. At
length we reached Red River, where
we found good grass and water and
some black currants. Leaving here
we came in sight of Apache hill, 15
miles distant. While at Red R. a
great storm in the mountains
swelled the river and hail stones of
great size came down with the flood.
Some of our men, including my
brother narrowly escaped drowning
while swimming the cattle across the
river. They were on mules and the
current carried them some distance
down the river. A drive from Red R.
took us to the Ocate, where was good
grass, the ground being low and wet.
Leaving here we rolled on towards
Abate hill, which properly speaking
is a long bluff between the low land
and the table land. Doubling teams,
we made the toilsome and zig zag
ascent and then rolled on over the
high plain towards Ft. Union. We
stopped at B. BaIley, 12 miles from
the fort. Here we saw a hut, the first
human habitation we had seen for
500 miles. We also saw some fat
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Mexican cattle, guarded by two or
three Mexicans. These people herd
their cattle in this vicinity and in the
,summer in winter drive them 100
miles down on Red River where
grass is abundant. Here we first
came near fine timber. We had seen
some before, far off on the
mountains, here was some on the
hills two of three miles to the
southward. Pine and cedar made the
country look a little like N. England.
However, the timber here is stunted
and confined to the hills and
mountains. We now made our final
drive to Ft. Union which is on a small
branch of the Mora, a tributary to
Red R. The surrounding country is
extremely barren and not a rod of
land is cultivated at the fort. Mter
unloading we left the fort and
camped at the Springs, three or four
miles distant. Here we had an
opportunity to view the country at
leisure. The country here as
everywhere else in the vast Territory
of New Mexico is composed of hills
and mountains covered with rocks
and stunted timber, and of plains
and valleys covered with very short
grass scorched to a crisp. Nothing
can be cultivated without irrigation,
but cattle, mustangs, and vast
numbers of sheep are herded over
the country. The Mexicans are
capital herders and manage to keep
their stock in good condition, in spite
of the aridity and sterility of the soil.
The plains and valleys here are
entirely destitute of timber and
stone and have a hard reddish soil
resembling brick dust. The hills and
Mts. on the contrary are extremely
rocky and are generally covered with
stunted trees, and some tufted grass
and bushes. Many of the mountains
peaks are covered with eternal snow,
and look like white clouds above the
distant horizon. The country on the
whole has a dreary and desolate
aspect. We remained 10 days at the
Springs expecting to go to Ft. Tucson
near Arizona. Grass being so scarce
it was finally decided to send us no
farther down into New Mexico than
Ao. Co., 70 miles from Ft. Union.
Passing a cornfield at Water's
[Watrous?] R. on the Ma. [Mora] we
rolled to Las Vegas over a dry desert.
This town presented a striking
contrast to the surrounding parched
country. Here the water flowed from
the springs above the town, down
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through the streets into the
reservoirs below and was let off on
the fields when required. Cn. [corn]
Wt. [wheat] R. P. and various garden
vegetables were here cultivated and
looked flourishing. No fences were
seen and all the garden patches
below the town looked like a single
field. Their stock was herded day
and night to keep them from the
growing crops. We drove through the
town and were well stared at by all
the people except the priest, who
evidently did not consider heretics
worthy of his priestly notice, as he
slowly walked on with downcast eyes
and sanctimonious contempt. Las
Vegas is a village ofconsiderable size
and a fair sample of Mexican towns.
Houses of adobes. There is much
magnanimity and generosity among
the mongrels and the Pueblos or
civilized Indians are decidedly
superior to the Spanish in noble
qualities. To the West are the Ns.
[Navajos], a brave tribe ofMt. Rovers
who have many horses and run off
thousands of sheep from the
Mexican settlements. They make the
famous Ne. blankets which are
water proof. The Mexicans also make
blankets which effectually protect
them from wet while herding cattle.
Leaving Las Vegas we soon came to
what appeared to be a termination of
the road, and one by one our
waggons despaired [disappeared].
On our right it appeared to be a solid
mountain reaching it and making a
short turn we were surprised to find
ourselves in a narrow pass, which
seemed to suddenly open for our
passage. Driving through we rolled
towards the Ao. Co. among hills,
mountains, rocks, trees, bushes and
thorns and agles generally. Varieties
of the cactus about here, some
resembling lances diverging from a
common root. At night when the
cattle were trying to scatter all over
N.M. and when we were doing some
tall running to prevent it we often
charged into these lance bushes in
the darkness and consequently got
severely lanced. We finally got to Ao.
Co., which was similar in most
respects to Las Vegas. The Mexicans
here pack their wood on donkeys and
bring it from the Mountains, two
thirds wood on top, one third donkey
underneath storing our freight here
we rolled out for the States. With
loaded waggons we drove 6 yoke of
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oxen to a team, but with empty
waggons, only 4 yoke, driving the
remainder lose. When we got to the
Cn. we found a 36 mile stretch
without grass or water. 60 miles
ditto on the Horn Alley. brought us
to the As. On the Horn Alley. we met
some Mexicans who said that great
number of Indians were on the As.
and we expected a fight, but when we
reached the As, the Indians had left
for parts unknown. A short distance
below we passed Cl. sumner's [Col.
Edwin V. Sumner] camp of U. S.
troops, who were out after the Cs.
[Cheyennes] They had had a battle a
few days before with a large body of
Cs. and destroyed their village. The
soldiers were out of provisions and
lived on beef without salt till we gave
them some. On the As. the buffaloe
came near running off our cattle in
the night. From the B.B. [Big Bend]
of the As. (20 miles) to Cow Creek,
the buffaloe kicked up clouds of dust
about us the whole way. At Cow
Creek, we could take in a one view,
several hundred thousand of these
animals, one of the grandest sights
that man ever beheld. Here the
buffaloe charged among our cattle
three times and men, buffaloe and
cattle were intermingled in the
utmost of confusion to the great
hazard of our lives. We finally
reached Dh. [Leavenworth?] after a
105 days trip.

The next trip we were accom
panied by 450 U. S. troops. They
were supplied from our trains and
camped close by us every night. They
were new recruits, destined for the
forts in N.M. Though we were bound
to Ft. Union, we took a new and
longer route to get there. We went
220 miles up the As. to Bent's Fort,
where we crossed and took a Mt.
route for Ft. Union. We had snow
before we reached the Mts. We found
Bent's Fort deserted and saw traces
of a large body of Indians who, aware
of our approach, had retreated up
the river. Our commander, Col.
Chandler, [Major Daniel T. Chand
ler, Third Infantry] had a talk with a
small party of Commanche's and
bought a Mexican girl of them for the
purpose of restoring her to her
friends in Mexico, where she was
stolen by the Cs. From Bent's Fort to
Ft. Union. (200 miles) we had a very
bad road, in fact, it was nothing but a
miserable mule track. We were three
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THE "DRAWBACK ACT' Of 1845
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..

days in crossing the Raton Mts. The
scenery here is magnificent beyond
description. The Sh. [Spanish] Peaks
covered with perpetual snow from
the western terminus of the huge
piles of mountains, among which we
traveled. After unloading at Ft.
Union we left our broken cattle
in N. M. and taking two waggons and
24 fa Nov. 1st for the States.
Our trip out had been a __ trip
back was worse still. At first we
__igh our waggons were heavily
loaded with __d to sleep on the
ground and one morning __
(cove)red with snow. We started, and
drove nearly __ storm with
nothing to eat till we ma__ where
we managed to get a fire with some

en wood and bushes. Thus we
traveled day by the cold and
snow till we reached the U. S.
Springs. __ we laid by two days in
a snow storm. Going down __ we
found nothing to burn but weeds and
wild sage __ our sufferings were
extreme. On the Horn Alley we all
were a pitiful sight to behold. We
were nearly all snow blinded and
some painted black under their eyes
as a remedy. Our coats and hats
were torn and tattered and some
wore blankets instead. Some wore
stockings on their hands instead of
mitts. Here we gave the cattle the
last of our corn and hurried them on
to the As. for grass. Finally we
reached Sehh. [Leavenworth?]
having made the trip in _5 [42?]
days. It was now Dec. 12th. I had not
slept in a house for seven months but
my health was never __. My
father now went home, but my
brother the winter in Mo. In
the Spring _ Ft. Lee. 11 miles
out on the S. Indians __ very
interesting trip, but I cannot it.
Mormons, Indians, buffalo, antelope,
__ were the chief things of note on
__At Ft. Sac. [Salt Lake?] we saw
Sac Peak on the west with
snow. 20 miles this side of Ft. I
met my youngest brother (15 years
old) __ fir Ft. Sac. He was driving
oxen and Sao meant to go through to
Ca. And he did get through. All the
way back to Lok. [Leavenworth?] we
found the road lined with trains and
troops belonging to Great St.
Sac.[Great Salt Lake?] expedition.
We made the __ trip in three
months and then started for home,
western country enough.
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ON February 2, 1842, Manuel Al
varez, United States Consul in Santa
Fe, and an active trader and mer
chant on the Santa Fe Trail, wrote
his well-known "Memorial" to Secre
tary of State Daniel Webster. He re
ported what he perceived to be
several "wrongs" committed against
American traders and merchants by
the Mexican government in Santa
Fe.! As an introduction to this paper,
Alvarez's "Memorial" is quoted, in
pertinent part, as follows: "[On] De
cember 1st 1839, there was pub
lished a law, by which the natives of
this Department are exempted from
a tax on stores and groceries, which
is nevertheless exacted from the citi
zens of the United States trading in
this place, in violation of the ninth
article of the treaty between the two
Governments.... I presented a peti
tion signed by all the foreign mer
chants then in Santa Fe, to his
Excellency, Governor [Manuel] Ar
mijo asking redress. The answer of
his Excellency not being favorable, I
wrote a letter ....on the subject to
the Hon. P. Ellis [United States min
ister] .... The circumstance of there
then being for the first time in the
United States, some of the wealthi
est citizens of New Mexico, sug
gested the idea to me that this was a
first measure of the [Mexican] Gov
ernment to draw the traders of the
United States from this market. I
stated the same to the Hon. P. Ellis,
and under that impression, insisted
strongly, for redress; but it was only
after the lapse of many months that
the Mexican traders were treated in
this respect the same as the Ameri
can."2

Alvarez further reported: "In July
1840, there arrived at Santa Fe a
caravan from the United States,
with merchandise belonging princi
pally to Mexicans; for the few goods
belonging to citizens of the United

Wagon Tracks

States, received by the same cara
van, they exacted almost double the
amount of duties required from the
Mexicans. In October of the same
year, a small caravan arrived with
goods owned by citizens of the
United States, and they were com
pelled to pay higher duties even,
than those that came in July with
the Mexicans. Being by this time
well informed of the great inequality
with which the duties had been ex
acted in July, I used every means in
my power to have justice done to our
citizens, but in vain. This convinced
me that Governor Armijo was deter
mined by such means to drive from
the market the competition of the in
dustrious enterprising citizens ofthe
United States, making certain the
most direct and surest way of accom
plishing his ends. ,,3

The treaty to which Alvarez re
ferred was the Treaty ofAmity, Com
merce, and Navigation, concluded on
April 5, 1831, between the United
States of America and the United
Mexican States (hereinafter "the
Treaty").4 During the time that the
Treaty was being negotiated and was
finally concluded, several significant
developments in the Santa Fe trade
contributed, in part, to the "making"
of the Treaty between the two na
tions. First, many of New Mexico's
traders and merchants became ac
tively involved in the Santa Fe trade
during the 1830s, and by the 1840s
they dominated a substantial por
tion of that trade, especially with the
interior provinces of Mexico. Sec
ondly, as reported by Alvarez in his
"Memorial," import duties on mer
chandise entering Mexico via the
Santa Fe Trail were numerous, arbi
trary, and obviously costly to Ameri
can traders and merchants.5 Finally,
and most importantly, the amount of
silver coin and bullion entering the
United States from Mexico via the
Santa Fe Trail was substantial and,
thus, so were the profits to be made. ,
particularly if unencumbered by nu-
merous, arbitrary, and costly import
duties. The foregoing significant de
velopments eventually led to in
creased "hostility, concern, and an
ger" on the part of American traders
and merchants. Consequently, from
the early 1830s until 1845, they be-
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gan to increase political pressure on
the United States Congress to "pro
vide for the changing economic pic
ture."6 The Treaty was a first step in
providing for that change.

The Treaty contained a "most fa
vored nation" clause whereby each
nation, "designing to take for the ba
sis of the agreement the most perfect
equality and reciprocity, engage mu
tually not to grant any particular fa
vor to other nations in respect of
commerce and navigation which
shall not immediately become com
mon to the other party.... ,,7 Further
more, Article IX to which Alvarez
made reference, stated that the citi
zens of both countries, respectively,
would not be "subjected to any other
charges, or contributions, or taxes,
than such are paid by the citizens of
the States in which they reside.'l6 Fi
nally, the Treaty contained an arti
cle relating specifically to the regula
tion of the interior commerce be
tween the two nations. Article XXXII
stated, in pertinent part, as follows:
"For the purposes of regulating the
interior commerce between the fron
tier territories of both Republics, ...
it is...agreed, that, until the regula
tions for governing this interior com- .
merce between the two nations shall
be established, the commercial inter
course between the State of Missouri
of the United States of America, and
New Mexico in the United Mexican
States, shall be conducted as hereto
fore, each Government affording the
necessaryprotection to the citizens of
the other" (emphasis added).

The Treaty, therefore, was con
strued by the traders and merchants
ofboth countries to be the controlling
authority over the interior com
merce. The Treaty did not, however,
supersede current United States
revenue laws which regulated im
port duties on foreign merchandise.
Thus, potential profits to be made by
American traders and merchants
were further encumbered b~ the
"double taxation grievance." 0 By
way of explanation, between 1821
and 1829, the majority of the mer
chandise entering Santa Fe from the
United States was sold in Santa Fe,
and the surrounding areas, and con
sisted primarily of domestic goods.
Thereafter, from 1830 through
American occupation, as the Santa
Fe trade increased and the New
Mexican market became glutted,
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more than half of each year's mer
chandise was transported to the in
terior provinces of Mexico, and ap
proximately one-third of that mer
chandise was of a foreign nature (im
ported into the U.S. before being ex
ported to Mexico) .11 In the interior
markets of Mexico, American trad
ers and merchants importing over
land felt that they were at an unfair
disadvantage. Unlike their Mexican
and other competitors who were im
porting directly into Mexico at Mexi
can seaports, they were paying an
import fee at American ports for
goods purchased in Europe and then
paying another import fee charged
by Mexico on the same merchandise
entering Mexico via the Santa Fe
Trail. Consequently, in an attempt
to alleviate this "double taxation
grievance," American traders and
merchants began lobbying Congress
for the allowance of "drawback" or
rebates of import duties on foreign
merchandise re-exported from the
United States to Mexico via the
Santa Fe Trail. After fifteen years of
"wrangling" with the United States
Congress, what is popularly known
as the "Drawback Act" was passed in
March 1845.

In brief, the Drawback Act pro
vided that rebates could be secured
on foreign merchandise imported to
the United States, with full payment
of duties, and then re-exported to
Mexico via the Santa Fe Trail. Such
merchandise was required to be re
exported to Mexico in its original
packages, either through Missouri or
Arkansas, and accompanied by in
voices, certified by the collector of
customs, which contained specific in
formation relating to the merchan
dise. '2 Passage of the Drawback Act
certainly stimulated an increase in
the inland trade l3 and thereby in
creased the profits of American trad
ers and merchants, placing them on
'more equal footing with their New
Mexican and other competitors.
However, its passage came too late to
make a significant difference in the
profits of the American traders and
merchants. Relying on several docu
ments generated by and for the
United States Congress between the
early 1820s and 1845, this paper will
trace in detail the actions of Con
gress, at the urging and persistence
of the American traders and mer
chants, which led up to the passage
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of the Drawback Act.
Efforts by the American traders

and merchants to relieve this par
ticular tax burden began in earnest
shortly after the conclusion of the
Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and
Navigation in 1831. On February 8,
1832, President Andrew Jackson
transmitted a report to the Senate,
prepared by Secretary of War Lewis
Cass, in compliance with an earlier
resolution of the Senate concerning
the fur trade and the inland trade to
Mexico. The resolution requested
"the most authentic information
which can be obtained of . . . the
number of persons who annually en
gage in the fur trade and inland
trade to Mexico; the amount of capi
tal employed; and the annual
amount of the proceeds.... Also, the
disadvantages, if any, which these
branches of trade labor under; and
the means for their relief and protec
tion."14

In response to the last part of the
Senate resolution, Secretary Cass
claimed that the Santa Fe trade la
bored under two disadvantages: (1)
the "depradations" of the Plains In
dians, and (2) "the exactions imposed
upon our citizens after their arrival
upon the Mexican frontier." Cass re
ferred to an accompanying communi
cation from Alphonso Wetmore, a
long-time Missouri trader, who "fully
explain[ed] the nature of these du
ties."IS

Wetmore's communication, dated
October 11, 1831, was one of many
documents submitted to the United
States Congress which dealt specifi
cally with the "double taxation griev
ance." Wetmore claimed that: "There
are no facilities afforded [by the
Mexican government to] the mer
chants of the United States who
trade to Mexico by the interior route.
But great impediments have been al
ways thrown in the way of this class
of our citizens, who have, by their
risks and daring enterprise, de
served much indulgence. The Mexi
can Government has always given a
preference, strongly marked, to their
own merchants. This cannot be ob
jected to. But facilities are afforded
to the merchants of Great Britain
and France, that are denied to those
of the United States. ,,16

Wetmore did not disclose what
"facilities" had been afforded by the
Mexican government to merchants
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from France and England. It is
highly unlikely, however, that any
such, "facilities" were in fact af
forded; first of all, the Santa Fe trade
was not accessible to either French
or English traders and merchants,l7
and, secondly, all merchants and
traders, regardless of nationality,
were subject to the same import du
ties at Mexican seaports as were
American traders and merchants.
Furthermore, any "facilities" that
were not likewise afforded to Ameri
can traders and merchants by the
Mexican government would cer
tainly have been a violation of the
aforementioned Treaty.

Wetmore then proceeded to sug
gest an appropriate remedy for what
he termed "those evils," as follows:
"The merchants of the United States,
trading to Mexico, by the interior, if
allowed the advantage of debenture,
will, on entering the market, be
placed on an equal footing with those
ofall nations trading through the sea
ports. With this change, the interior
trade would assume an importance,
which it has never claimed; and it
would, probably, advance to several
millions per annum...1f it is in con
templation to do any thing for this
trade, it is only necessary to allow
drawback on all merchandise im
ported into the United States for the
Mexican market, and actually ex
ported by the interior"18 (emphasis
added).

He went on to state that despite
all of the "disadvantages" that the
American traders and merchants
had encountered, the trade had con
tinued to increase steadily, and he
claimed that "the circulating me
dium of Missouri now consists prin
cipally of Mexican dollars."19

President Jackson's message,
with accompanying documents, was
referred to the Senate Committee on
Indian Mfairs on February 9, 1832
where, apparently, no action was
taken. Congress, however, was now
aware of the "double taxation griev
ance" and, more importantly, of the
significant value of the inland trade
with Mexico.

Three years later, in December
1834, William H. Ashley, Represen
tative from the State of Missouri, in
troduced and secured the passage of
a resolution, requesting the House
Committee on Commerce to inquire
into the expediency of allowing
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drawback on foreign merchandise
transported via the Santa Fe Trail to
Mexico and of establishing the requi
site port of entry at Independence,
Missouri.2o Representative Ashley's
resolution was thereafter bolstered,
in January 1835, by one of several
memorials submitted to the United
States Congress by the Missouri
Legislature in support of this issue.
The memorial of January 1835 reit
erated the "unequal operation of the
laws" with respect to foreign mer
chandise exported to Mexico via the
Santa Fe Trail. As a consequence of
this inequality, the Missouri mem<r
rialists claimed that Missouri trad
ers were paying twenty-five percent
more in duties for their merchandise
than were those traders who ex
ported the same merchandise to
Mexican seaports. Thus, their com
merce with New Mexico was "lan
guishing.,,2l Again, no action was
taken by the United States Congress
with regard to this issue; neverthe
less, Congressmen's awareness of
the situation was again heightened,
and the Missouri Legislature contin
ued its press for relief. Two addi
tional memorials were presented to
Congress, in February 1837 and
again in December 1838, which reit
erated their requests regarding
drawback and the establishment of a
port of entry at the western border of
Missouri.22

The matter appears to have lain
dormant and was not given much at
tention again until 1840, the year in
which, as noted earlier, New Mexi
can traders and merchants were well
on their way to monopolizing much
of the Santa Fe trade, especially to
the interior provinces of Mexico. In
April 1840, Levi Woodbury, Secre
tary of the Treasury, submitted a let
terto R .M. T. Hunter, Speaker of the
House of Representatives, in compli
ance with a resolution of that body
dated April 6, 1840. The resolution
called for information concerning the
inland trade with Mexico. In particu
lar, Secretary Woodbury was di
rected to "communicate to this
House whether, under existing laws,
drawback of duties is, or, in his [Sec
retary Woodbury's] opinion, can be,
allowed on goods used in carrying on
an inland trade between the United
States and the Republic of Mexico;
and whether any, and what plan
could be most conveniently adopted
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for that purpose. ,,23 In response to
the first part of this inquiry, Secre
tary Woodbury stated that "no draw
back of the duties is at present al
lowed on goods used in the trade
mentioned, nor can such drawback
be allowed, in the opinion of the de
partment, under the provisions of ex
istin§ laws regulating that sub
ject." 4 The reason for this disallow
ance had previously been discussed
in a January 1835 communication
from Joseph Anderson of the Comp
troller's Office, to Secretary Wood
bury. Apparently, this communica
tion was the result of Representative
Ashley's resolution of December
1834 and the January 1835 memo
rial of the Missouri Legislature.25 Ac
cording to Comptroller Anderson, in
order for goods to be entitled to draw
back, they were required, pursuant
to Sections 75 and 92 ofthe collection
law of March 2, 1799, "... to be ex
ported to some foreign port or place,
other than the dominions of some
foreign state immediately adjoining
to the United States; and the expor·
tation must be made by sea, and in
vessels of not less than 30 tons bur
den; but the 2d section of the act of
January 5, 1805, entitled 'An act con·
cerning drawbacks on goods, wares,
and merchandise,' makes an excep
tion to the rule by allowing the bene
fit of drawback on goods exported to
any foreign port or place, situated to
the westward or southward of Louisi·
ana."26

As a result of the exception in the
January 1805 act, Secretary Wood
bury was able to respond in the af·
firmative to the second part of the
House's aforementioned inquiry (i.e.,
"whether any, and what plan could
be most conveniently adopted for
that purpose"). A suggested plan had
been proposed by Comptroller An
derson in his January 1835 commu
nication to the House of Representa
tives.27 Thereafter, on December 21,
1835, the House Committee on Com
merce, to whom the Comptroller's re
port had been transmitted, reported
a favorable bill "embracing in its pr<r
visions the plan suggested by the
Comptroller, for a particular route
therein specified; which, with suit
able modifications, might include
such other routes through which the
trade over land to Mexico is, or mar
be, contemplated to be carried on."2

Although the information in these
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documents appears to have previ
ously fallen on deaf ears, Congress
now seemed ready and more attuned
to listen. In 1839, the relief so long
requested by the Missouri traders
and merchants was strengthened by
similar requests made by traders
from Louisiana and Arkansas. In
cluded with Secretary Woodbury's
report submitted to the House of
Representatives in April 1840 was a
letter dated September 10, 1839,
from J. W. Zacharie of the New Or
leans Chamber of Commerce.
Zacharie was chairman of a commit
tee appointed by the Chamber of
Commerce to draft a memorial to the
United States Congress, requesting
that current revenue laws be modi
fied in order to allow drawback on
merchandise exported by land to
countries west of Louisiana.29

This unexpected interest on the
part of New Orleans was a result of
the arrival "recently" of a large cara
van from the province of Chihuahua,
carrying with it "a large amount in
bullion for investment in merchan
dise." The caravan had arrived at a
point on the "Red river above the
raft, and thence by steam convey
ance" to the city of New Orleans.
There was an immediate perception
on the part of the New Orleans trad
ers and merchants of the "impor
tance to the United States of secur
ing a direct trade in bullion with that
[Chihuahua] and the adjoining prov
inces." They also emphasized that
the "benefit of inland drawback
would measurably, if not entirely, di
rect that trade by the Red river route
instead of the circuitous one through
the Mexican ports on the bay."30

Being under the impression that
the Secretary of the Treasury had
the authority to allow "the export of
merchandise, for the benefit of draw
back by steamboats, to countries
west of Louisiana," Zacharie and his
committee decided to correspond
with Secretary Woodbury directly
before drafting a memorial. They felt
that if they had to resort to submit
ting a memorial to Congress, it
would only serve to "create more
publicly than they deem judicious, as
the Mexican Government, with their
jealousy toward our citizens, which
has already prohibited the importa
tion of nearly every article of domes
tic manufacture of the United
States, might take more effective
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steps to prevent their introduction
through this, the only channel left."
Zacharie also referred to the collec
tion law of 1799, and the act of 1805,
which he construed amended the
1799 act to allow drawback on goods
exported "from the United States, or
district ofMississippi," to ports west
ward and southward of Louisiana.31

Although Zacharie did not specifi
cally identify the location of a port of
entry, Secretary Woodbury appeared
to have been under the impression
that Zacharie was requesting that
goods "be carried by steamboats from
New Orleans to a point on the Red
river, and from thence by land across
the country to the province of Chi
huahua in Mexico." Thus, in his re
sponse of September 27, 1839, Secre
tary Woodbury advised Zacharie
that the Department of the Treasury
was not authorized to "sanction the
arrangement proposed." He in
formed Zacharie that Congress was
the only body that could amend or
modify existing revenue laws to ac
complish this end.32

Thereafter, on October 8, 1839,
Zacharie clarified the request of the
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce
as follows: ". . . whether goods
shipped per steamboat to a foreign
country, that is, to Jonesborough or
Pecan Point, on the Red river, in [the
Republic of] Texas, without being
landed at an intermediate point of
the United States, could not be enti
tled to drawback.'033 To the obvious
disappointment of the New Orleans
Chamber of Commerce, Secretary
Woodbury was forced to advise them
that because the boundary line be
tween the United States and the Re
public of Texas had not yet been sur
veyed and marked, it could not be de
termined at that time whether Jon
esborough or Pecan Point were em
braced within the limits of the
United States or of Texas. Therefore,
the Department of the Treasury did
not "feel justified in the expression of
an opinion as to the right of draw
back on goods shipped to either of the
places mentioned. ,,34 This appears to
have been the last communication
between Secretary Woodbury and
the New Orleans Chamber of Com
merce with regard to this matter.

Secretary Woodbury'S April 15,
1840 letter to House Speaker
Hunter, and all of its attachments,
was referred to the House Commit-
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tee on Commerce, wherein a favor
able report was secured from that
committee in May of 1840.35 By this
time, traders and merchants from
Arkansas were also actively engaged
in the Santa Fe trade.

In May 1839, the Arkansas Ga
zette reported that Josiah Gregg had
led the first caravan of traders from
Arkansas to Mexico, and, thereafter,
the Congressional delegation from
Arkansas was just as forceful as the
Missouri dele~ation in its demands
for drawback. 6 In this regard, Rep
resentative Edward Cross from Ar
kansas was instrumental in securing
the aforementioned favorable report
from the House Committee on Com
merce. In a letter dated May 12,
1840, to Representative Edward
Curtis, chairman of this committee,
Representative Cross related that
the trade in question consisted, on
the part of the United States, of cot
ton goods manufactured in the
northern and eastern states, and of
linens, woolen cloth, and silk manu
factured in foreign countries, and on
the part of Mexico, of gold and silver,
either coined or in the form of bul
lion. He reiterated that the United
States imposed heavy duties upon
the goods manufactured in foreign
countries, and, therefore, "the allow
ance of drawback [on these goods]
will be essential, as, without it, trad
ers would seek other markets not
similarly burdened. For the purpose
of affording this advantage, one or
more ports of entry will be necessary
near our western border, and on the
line of the trade within our territo
rial limits."37 Accompanying Repre
sentatives Cross's letter to the House
Committee on Commerce was a copy
of Secretary Woodbury's previously
referenced letter (April 15, 1840) to
the House of Representatives, with
all of its attachments, including
Comptroller Anderson's January
1835 proposed plan for drawback,
and the correspondence between
Secretary Woodbury and J. W.
Zacharie of New Orleans.

Two other significant documents
accompanied Representative Cross's
letter. In a postscript, Cross referred
to M. de Valois and a Captain A. Har
ris, with whom he had communi
cated in April 1840 regarding the in
land trade and the mines in Chihua
hua. Because of his "long residence
and connexion with the army on the
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western frontier," Representative
Cross requested of Captain Harris
on April 9, 1840, "any knowledge you
may have in relation to the annual
amount of the inland trade between
the United States and Mexico; in
what it consists; the route or routes
by which it is carried on; ... and in
formation in your power in relation
to the annual production of the gold
and silver mines of the Mexican
provinces of Chihuahua and Santa
Fe."38 In his written communication
to Mariano de Valois,39 April 20,
1840, Representative Cross also re
quested of Valois that he communi
cate his personal knowledge of the
inland trade between Mexico and
United States.

These communications were, of
course, solicited in support oflegisla
tion requesting the establishment of
ports of entry in the State of Arkan
sas and the allowance of drawback
on foreign goods conveyed overland
from such ports to Mexico. The State
ofArkansas was obviously looking to
secure for itself the valuable trade
with the interior provinces of Mexico
and was, therefore, contemplating a
new, direct route from Arkansas to
"that portion of Mexico east of the
Rocky Mountains, and south of the
province of Santa Fe." Thus, in his
inquiries to Harris and Valois, Rep
resentative Cross suggested that
such ports of entry could be estab
lished at either Fort Smith or Van
Buren on the Arkansas River.40

In this regard, Captain Harris, re
sponding on April 10, 1840, acqui
esced in Representative Cross' sug
gestion that Fort Smith was decid
edly the most suitable place for a
port of entry on the Arkansas River.
"It is an important military post," he
declared, "immediately on the west·
ern border, and at the head of low
water navigation. It is also the cross
ing point of the great military road
from the Upper Mississippi, along
the western frontier to Red river;
and the fort is situa ted on that side of
the river from which the trading
caravans must start."41

With regard to the issue of draw
back, his response was in the form of
a pointed interrogation of the United
States government: "Will not our
Government extend a helping hand
to her hardy and adventurous citi
zens in the prosecution of so laudable
an object, and, by so doing confer
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such immense benefit upon the
whole country? Why is it that an in
land trade should not be entitled to
the same privileges and immunities
as our commerce on the seas? It cer
tainly cannot be that it is less worthy
of the attention of the Government
because the goods are transported in
wagons and on mules, instead ofves
sels."42 Finally, Captain Harris con
cluded, "the State of Missouri is at
this day the soundest in the Union in
her monetary affairs. She is filled
with specie; and the interior Mexi
can States have supplied it. She
[Missouri] will always have the
Santa Fe trade; Arkansas can secure
that for Chihuahua"43 (emphasis
added).

Valois's response, dated April 23,
1840, was much more detailed in
that Representative Cross requested
answers to specific inquiries. With
regard to the issue of drawback,
Cross asked: "Would the allowance
of a drawback of duties on goods im
ported into the United States, and in
carrying on the trade, have any, and
what, influence upon it?" Further
more: "Be pleased to state the usual
routes ofcarrying it on, with their re
spective advantages?'144 Valois wrote
pointedly regarding the opening of a
new route "of direct intercourse with
the State of Arkansas" and of allow
ing drawback on goods exported by
this new route. He prefaced his dis
cussion by stating that the Depart
ment of Chihuahua had a population
of 140,000, and that their annual
consumption of goods amounted to
no less than $2.5 million annually.
Valois stressed that the majority of
the goods consumed were brought in
by English traders and merchants,
"through the ports on the Pacific."
Small portions of goods were also im
ported through the ports on the Gulf
of Mexico, or "by the way of Santa
Fe."

Valois contended that the transac
tions with Chihuahua through
Santa Fe were "extremely circum
scribed" and could not be carried on
to any great extent by the traders
from Missouri because "... as you
are well aware, their goods are bur
dened with the drawback. Besides, it
[Santa Fe] is a thousand miles' jour
ney through the desert, to that inde
pendency. Like the rest of the dis
tricts of New Mexico, its population
is sparse, and consequently con-
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sumes but little. Hence the traders
are usually obliged to undertake a
second journey of six hundred miles
or more to Chihuahua, where they
commonly arrive with their assort
ments greatly damaged, and but sel
dom realize much profit on their
sales."45

With regard to the opening of a
new, direct route from Chihuahua to
Arkansas, Valois described a trip
that he and "two other gentlemen of
Chihuahua" began on April 3, 1839,
carrying with them "upwards of five
hundred mules and seven wagons, in
which we carried our effects and pro
visions, as well as arms to defend
ourselves against any attacks from
the wild Indians inhabiting the in
tervening territory." The caravan
had expected to encounter obstacles
to the passage of its wagons, as well
as little water on the "unexplored
trackless desert." However, to their
"surprise and joy," the traders found
that the way was "level and firm,
bounded by rich pasturage, inter
spersed with wood, and traversed
every two, three, and four miles by
living brooks of wholesome and re
freshing water." Valois concluded
that this route was "the best and the
shortest that anyone could reasona
bly desire between the two coun
tries." He estimated that from Chi
huahua to the point at which they
touched the Red River, the distance
did not exceed 600 miles, and from
this point to Fort Smith or Van Bu
ren on the Arkansas River, was an
other 200 miles.46 Returning to the
issue of drawback, Valois argued
that, if the United States govern
ment "should think proper to extend
the benefit of drawback to goods ex
ported by this new route, I have no
doubt that the trade between this
country and Chihuahua would be
come very important."47

Finally, in response to a question
regarding whether the cotton goods
manufactured in the United States,
or those of British fabric, were pre
ferred by the citizens of Chihuahua,
Valois stated: "The consumption of
cotton fabrics in Mexico is so great,
as to be equal to the half, or more, in
value of all the goods introduced. The
fabrics of the United States are al
ways preferred, because they are
more substantial and durable than
the English. This article is, there
fore, one of great importance in the
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Mexican markets; and the United
States might, for many years, secure
the privilege of furnishing the sup
ply.... But, I repeat, in order to give
to the direct trade between Arkansas
and Chihuahua the increase ofwhich
it is susceptible, it is indispensably
necessary that the goods should have
the benefit of drawback, just as they
have it when exported by sea. With
out this advantage, traders would
have no prospect of gain to induce
them to use the land route, where
they would be subjected to greater
burdens, with less chance of profit,
than if they resorted to the highway
of the ocean"48 (emphasis added).

These were powerful statements
on the part of Valois. In fact, his en
tire document was clearly one of the
most important generated during
this period in support of drawback
for the inland trade. Furthermore,
soliciting support from a Mexican
trader and merchant, albeit one who
was a partner in an American mer
chant firm, was a wise and strategic
move on the part of Representative
Cross. Valois's letter became a part
of the Congressional record and, no
doubt, was heavily relied on by Con
gress in its negotiations and delib
erations leading up to the passage of
the Drawback Act in 1845.

As a result of Representative
Cross's May 12, 1840, letter and each
of its accompanying documents, the
House Committee on Commerce fa
vorably reported: "The advantages
derivable from a properly regulated
trade with the internal provinces are
thought to be too plain to admit of
demonstration. The plan of encour
agement proposed is, to allow the
benefit of drawback on goods ex
ported over land to those countries.
To a measure so simple in its nature,
and so consonant with common jus
tice, the committee are unable to dis
cern any plausible objection. Ifgoods
conveyed by sea are entitled to a re
turn of duties, why should they be
denied the same privilege when ex
ported by land? No substantial argu
ment against it can be drawn from
the fear of frauds on the revenue. By
keeping the goods in the original
packages until they reach their
places of destination, they can never
be brought back to the United States
for sale."49 This document, House Re
port 540, accompanied "bill H. R. No.
441," which was introduced in the
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House ofRepresentatives on May 12,
1840.50 Again, it appears that no ac
tion was taken by Congress.51

Similar information and docu
ments were submitted by Secretary
Woodbury on February 7, 1840, to
Senator William R. King, Chairman
of the Senate Committee on Com
merce.52 The first, dated February 6,
1840, was a letter from Comptroller
J. N. Barker to Secretary Woodbury.
Attachments to that letter included
a resolution of the Senate, dated De
cember 27, 1839, made on a motion
by Senator William S. Fulton from
Arkansas. The resolution made in
quiry into the expediency of estab
lishing ports of entry on the western
border of the State ofArkansas, to be
located on the Red River and the Ar
kansas River, and of entitling draw
back on foreign merchandise ex
ported overland from those ports to
Mexico.53 A second attachment,
dated January 7, 1840, was a letter
from Senator Fulton to Secretary
Woodbury, recommending the estab
lishment of the aforementioned ports
of entry. As grounds for his recom·
mendations, Senator Fulton stated
that "if these ports of entry were es

.tablished, and the drawback allowed
upon foreign merchandise exported
from thence overland into the de
partme~t of Chihuahua, we could
easily secure to the United States
the immensely valuable trade of that
department," referring, of course, to
the "inexhaustible" gold and silver
mines in the Department of Chihua
hua.54

A third document attached to
Comptroller Barker's letter was a
memorial of the Legislature of Mis
souri to the United States Congress,
dated December 27, 1838. The me
morial requested the establishment
of a port of entry on the Missouri
River and the allowance of drawback
on goods exported by land to Mexico
form that port of entry. The Missouri
Legislature, as noted earlier, had
previously memorialized Congress
regarding the Santa Fe trade, but ob
viously to no avai1.55 In the present
memorial, which appears to have
been Missouri's final one to Congress
in this regard, the memorialists first
presented "a statement of facts in
connexion with this trade," setting
forth the circumstances by which the
trade began, the route between Mis
souri and Santa Fe, the problems
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with Mexican duties at Santa Fe,
and, of course, the issue of drawback.
They claimed that "the track which
the Santa Fe traders have heretofore
followed over the vast prairies must
be soon obliterated, unless Congress
shall infuse into the trade new vigor
and life, by allowing to our traders
the same privilege of drawback and
debenture which they grant to those
who reship by water." They con
cluded that passage of the requested
legislation "wouldgroduce the most
beneficial results.' 6

A final document, not part of
Comptroller Barker's letter, but at
tached to Secretary Woodbury's let
ter of February 7, 1840, was a com
munication from a James Harrison
at Fort Gibson, to Senator A. H.
Sevier, dated December 31, 1839.
Harrison, writing in support of a
new, direct route from Arkansas di
rectly to the city of Chihuahua,
stated that the city of Chihuahua
could be "relied on for the vent [sic] of
from two to three millions of dollars
annually, all of which (if proper pro
tection is given) must, from neces
sity, pass through our State." He felt
confident in his statements because
he had apparently lived in Chihua·
hua for approximately three years,
and "was, during the whole time, ac
tively engaged in the commerce of
the country."57 He discussed the
route by which a large caravan had
arrived from Chihuahua in August
183g58 and emphasized that the
mileage between Van Buren, on the
Arkansas River, and the city of Chi·
huahua, was only 800 miles. Fur
thermore, Harrison surmised that
the "route will be easily performed
every six months; when, at the same
time, the traders from Missouri, hav
ing six hundred miles farther to go,
can only perform the route once in
twelve months; added to which, they
have a second duty of ten per cent on
the Mexican valuation, the extra
transportation, &c., making a differ
ence in favor of the trade from Ar
kansas, of at least twenty per cent.,69
He, therefore, concluded: "The prin
cipal and almost only protection re
quired to this valuable trade, is that
of making Van Buren or Fort Smith
a port of entry, for the sole and ex
press purpose of giving to the trader
the benefit of debenture or drawback
of duties on our foreign goods, with
out which a port of entry would be of
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no benefit or interest whatever.'t60
Harrison urged Congress to grant

the State ofArkansas a port of entry,
with the privilege of drawback,
which, if granted, would "not only
prove beneficial to Arkansas, but al
low me to assure you, from my best
knowledge of the business of that
country, that there will, without
doubt, be large amounts of goods fur
nished through that channel that are
now landed on the coast of Mexico
from France and England, which is
of no small importance to the United
States."61

Secretary Woodbury's February 7,
1840, letter and attachments accom
panied "bill S. 347," which was intro
duced in the United States Senate on
May 18, 1840.62 Unlike the similar
legislation before the House, this bill
was passed by the Senate late in the
session; passage, however, was re
quired by both houses of Congress,
and the legislation languished for
the next five years, despite contin
ued "agitation" by American traders
and merchants.63

In February 1842, obviously as a
result of the United States govern
ment's lack of action in this regard,
Manuel Alvarez was compelled to
bring the matter to light once again.
Either in conjunction with or shortly
after his "Memorial" to Secretary of
State Webster, Alvarez memorial
ized Congress "on behalf of the
American merchants therein [Santa
Fe] resident."64 As United States
Consul in Santa Fe, he was obligated
to inform the United States govern
ment of the difficulties encountered
by American traders in Mexico. As a
long-time overland trader himself,
Alvarez was obviously protecting his
own interests as well.

He reminded Congress of the ease
with which American traders and
merchants were able to profitably
"dispose" ofAmerican cotton goods in
the Santa Fe trade. When it came to
goods of English or French manufac
ture, however, they could not possi
bly compete with those traders and
merchants who imported similar
goods directly from their respective
countries into Mexican seaports, or
with American traders who imported
similar goods from the United
States, but who had the benefit of
drawback. Alvarez was the opinion
that without the benefit of draw
back, the overland traders, espe-
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cially those from Missouri, would
soon be driven from the market.

Alvarez admonished Congress
with respect to the repeated applica
tions which had been made by
American traders and merchants
over the previous ten years, request
ing the benefit of drawback on for
eign merchandise transported over
land to Mexico via the Santa Fe
Trail. This benefit, Alvarez con
tended, would place the overland
traders on an "equal footing with
those carrying on the trade by sea."

He then proceeded to inform Con
gress of the advantages that would
result to American interests should
the request for drawback upon the
goods referred to be granted. First,
Alvarez contended that American
traders and merchants, particularly
those from Missouri, could command
"nearly the whole of that portion of
the commerce with Chihuahua,
which is at present enjoyed by
France and England through the
seaports of Mexico." Second, Alvarez
believed that, should drawback be
allowed, the "whole trade in foreign
articles by ... Chihuahua, with the
larger portion of that of Durango and
Sonora, would be diverted from its
present channels, and carried on
with the United States through
Santa Fe." Alvarez had been in
formed by the "most satisfactory
sources" that the state of Chihuahua
consumed more than two million dol
lars annually in foreign goods, the
profits of which were "now received
by foreigners," and that if the "de
sired equality of footing" was
granted to the inland traders, those
profits would soon find their way
"into the hands of the enterprising
population of our western borders."
Furthermore, as a consequence of in
creased profits, Alvarez claimed that
an increased demand for American
goods would naturally flow, and,
therefore, "all classes in the Union"
would participate in and benefit
from the overland trade, i.e., "from
the manufacturing districts to the
last place in west Missouri, where
the outfits of the caravans are com
pleted."

Finally, Alvarez believed that a
more extensive intercourse between
the inhabitants of Missouri and
those of Santa Fe and Chihuahua
would naturally promote and
strengthen "those feelings of mutual

Wagon Tracks

amity and confidence which form
their relative geographical position
and the intimate connection of their
interests it is for the welfare of all
parties to cultivate."

Thereafter, in July of 1843, Al
varez once again wrote to the Secre
tary of State reiterating the advan
tages that would accrue to the
United States if the proposed legisla
tion were enacted.65 Manuel Alvarez
was obviously articulate in his com
munications with the United States
government, and, more importantly,
he was a shrewd, intelligent busi
nessman. He was well-respected by
the governments of both Mexico and
the United States, and his memori
als were, no doubt, relied on by the
U.S. Congress in its consideration
and subsequent passage of the
Drawback Act.66

Another two years went by, how
ever, before the Drawback Act was fi
nally passed and signed into law by
President John Tyler, on March 3,
1845. It is difficult to comprehend
why the Congress delayed passage of
the Drawback Act for so many years,
given its knowledge of all the afore
mentioned reasons for the passage of
such legislation. In particular, it ap
pears that Congress should have re
alized by the 1840s that New New
Mexican traders and merchants
were monopolizing much of the
Santa Fe trade to the interior prov
inces. Furthermore, and of greater
significance, was the fact that large
amounts of silver coin and bullion
were entering the United States as a
result of that trade.

The competition for this trade had
become intense because the profits to
be made were obviously substantial.
Thus, as is evidenced by the numer
ous documents submitted to Con
gress in this regard, American trad
ers and merchants were adamant in
their efforts to keep as much of those
profits as possible in their own pock
ets. Their efforts, however, were
fragmented because of the intense
competition that existed among the
American traders and merchants
themselves. As evidenced in this pa
per, many of the states on the west
ern boundary of the United States,
Le., Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisi
ana, proposed similar legislation to
Congress for the allowance of draw
back. Each, however, wanted a port
or ports of entry in their respective
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state. Consequently, there must
have been intense disagreement
among the Congressional delega
tions of each state, thereby delaying
the passage of the requested legisla
tion. In this regard, Congress may
also have paid close attention to
Comptroller Barker's February 6,
1840, communication to Secretary
Woodbury, wherein he made the fol
lowing recommendation: "In closing
this report, it may not be improper to
add that my views in regard to the
expediency of establishing ports of
entry or delivery, in the manner pro
posed, and at the places designated,
have been ... the result merely of an
examination of their geographical
positions on the maps within my
reach. In regard to their eligibility
for creation as ports of entry, in other
respects, all the information neces
sary for a just determination is pre
sumed to be within the control of
Congress; but the extensive internal
trade now existing between places
hitherto wholly unknown must be
anticipated to induce similar appli
cations, which may lead to an aug
mentation of officers, without result
ing in the benefits contemplated; and
it is, therefore, conceived to be the
dictate of sound policy to avoid ...
the multiplication of ports at minor
points of trade, or where there does
not exist an absolute necessity."67

The Drawback Act, as finally
passed and approved in 1845, con
tained essentially the same provi
sions and plan of operations as set
forth by Comptroller Anderson
nearly ten years earlier. Ports of en
try were established in Van Buren
and Fulton, Arkansas, and in Inde
pendence, Missouri, and the subject
merchandise was to be re-exported
through these ports of entry to Santa
Fe and Chihuahua via the Santa Fe
Trail.68 No mention of another direct
route from Arkansas or New Orleans
to Chihuahua was made, and the
Santa Fe Trail trade remained in
tact. It has been suggested that the
political and economic strength of
the New Mexican traders and mer
chants during this period contrib
uted, in large part, to this end.69

Pursuant to Section 11 of the
Drawback Act, the Secretary of the
Treasury was authorized to "pre
scribe such rules and regulations,
not inconsistent with the laws of the
United States, ... to carry into effect
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the prOVISlOns of this act....,,70
Thereafter, on April 10. 1845, Secre
tary of the Treasury R. J. Walker
prescribed the requisite rules, regu
lations, and forms, which were dis
seminated as "Circular Instructions
to Collectors of the Customs," at the
aforementioned ports of entry.?1

After the passage of the Drawback
Act, the inland trade between Santa
Fe and Missouri increased mark
edly. Its passage, however, came too
late to make a significant difference
in the profits of the American traders
and merchants. Within two years,
General Stephen Watts Kearny and
the Army of the West marched into
New Mexico and seized it for the
United States. Thereafter, in Febru
ary 1848, Brigadier General Sterling
Price, the civil and military author
ity in New Mexico after American oc
cupation, issued Order No. 10,
which, among other things, levied an
import duty of "six per centum, ad
valorem, on all merchandise intro
duced into the Territory of New Mex
ico, from and after the date hereof,
based upon the original invoices,
duly authenticated before the officer
hereinafter designated. ,,72

The Drawback Act, still in its in
fancy, was now null and void, and it
is somewhat ironic that the United
States government, after denying
the American traders and merchants
the benefit of drawback for so many
years, was now levying a whole new
set of duties on their imports to New
Mexico.
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beautiful sunny morning. Next
year's event is set for October 19,
2002. For more information on how
to create your own Santa Fe Trai15K
run, contact Robert Kessel at <BOB
KESSEI.@aol.com>.

The Santa Fe Trail Monument
has been selected and approved by
the Santa Fe Art in Public Places
Committee. It now awaits approval
of the City Council. The bronze life
scale monument depicts an arriving
trade wagon and three cultures.
Reynaldo Rivera is the sculptor and
Richard Alan Borkovetz, the
landscape architect. Installation of
the sculpture will happen in the fall
of 2002.

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL T1DBITS-

Mike Pitel, SFTA publicity
coordinator, has taken on a new
persona as Route 66 historian. Route
66 is celebrating its 75th
anniversary in 2001. It once ran
through Santa Fe. Pitel offers two
Route 66 tours. One is a 90-minute
walking tour through downtown
Santa Fe which points out Route 66
sites. The second is a seven-hour
driving tour along the original route
from Romeroville west through
Santa Fe and south to Albuquerque.
Pitel may be reached at (505) 982
2704.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
The Friends of the National

Frontier Trails Center have
established an endowment fund for
the Center. Their intent is to build
the fund to the point that the
interest it generates can be used to
help fund important Trail Center
programs and other special needs.
Gifts to the endowment can be sent
directly to NFTC, 318 W Pacific St,
Independence MO 64050.

• • • •
Master planning for Little John

Creek Heritage Park near Council
Grove, KS, began early in November
when Kaw National Cultural
Committee members and other
tribal members joined Council Grove
residents and Kansas State
Historical Society representatives to
discuss how best to interpret the
history of the Kaw Tribe in Council

FORT LEARNED

-TEACHER'S TRADING POST-

Anne Mallinson, Editor
Congratulations to Janet Arm

stead of Wamego, KS, for being cho
sen to receive the 2001 SFTA Educa
tor's Award. Armstead teaches at St.
George Elementary School in the
Rock Creek, KS, School District. Her
work promotes the Trail in her com
munity and throughout her school
district. Janet has written a musical
about the Santa Fe Trail for her stu
dents. We would love to see a per
formance of it at a symposium.

The Raytown School District and
members of the Raytown, MO, com
munity sponsored a 5K Run for Ex
cellence along the original route of
the Santa Fe Trail. The project helps
support the Raytown Educational
Foundation, an endowment estab
lished to provide financial assistance
to Raytown graduates attending a
college or university. Civic leaders
and local businesses donated prizes
and refreshments for the runners
and for the volunteers. During the
weeks prior to the event, runners
were given sponsor sheets to garner
support for their participation.

On October 20, participants gath
ered at the Chittwood Athletic Sta
dium at 8:00 a.m. to receive their
numbers and instructions. At 9:00
the starting bell sounded and 181
runners and walkers left the field to
travel the Santa Fe Trail in Ray·
town. Volunteers and spectators
lined the route waving banners and
cheering family members and
friends. Christine Stringer, a Santa
Fe Trail enthusiast, ran with her
5th·grade class from Laurel Hills
Elementary School. Stringer teaches
the western trails and wanted to give
her students first-hand experience
in traveling a part the local historic
trail. I volunteered to help and was
lucky enough to draw traffic duty
where I could watch runners and
spectators alike.

Everyone seemed to have a good
time, even those straining to keep
up. Police officers on bicycles
shadowed the slower groups, and one
83·year-old participant had her own
personal traffic officer. The event
featured several categories for
winners, but it seemed that everyone
was a winner to be out on such a

NOTICE

Because of space, the "Council
Trove," "New SFTA Members,"
and "Trail Calendar" columns
have been omitted from this issue.
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Grove area. Historical, cultural,
ecological, and environmental con
cerns were addressed. Master plan
ning has been made possible by a
grant from the National Park
Service's Historic Preservation
program.

THANK YOU

I want to express my profound and
sincere gratitude to the Santa Fe
Trail Association for the Marc Sim
mons Writing Award, awarded at
the September 2001 Symposium for
an article of mine published in
Wagon Tracks.

I was unable to attend the sympo
sium, so had no idea this wonderful
award was coming my way until the
package from New Mexico arrived
with the beautiful recognition
plaque, check, and congratulatory
note from Harry Myers. This was a
particular honor, in that the award
is made in the name of Marc Sim
mons and comes from an organiza
tion that publishes an outstanding
quarterly-Wagon Tracks.

Thank you very much. I treasure
the plaque and have it in a place
where I can see it and smile often.

Beverly Carmichael Ryan
1515 Fairway Place

Lynchburg VA 24503
• • • •

My sincere appreciation to the As
sociation for awarding the Marc Sim
mons Writing Award jointly to Ste
phen Clyde Blair and me for our
work on the William Anderson
Thornton diary. Thornton's descen
dents are to be commended for pre
serving this fine diary and allowing
it to the printed in Wagon Tracks.
Harry Myers deserves thanks for
spotting the notice about the diary
on internet and beginning the pro
cess of acquiring it for publication.
And the editor added invaluable in
formation to the work. I am truly
honored to receive this award.

I was also surprised and touched
to receive the "Stick Around Award,"
a product of Harry Myer's wonderful
imagination. For those not present
at the awards ceremony, the gist of
the award, I think, was for me to stay
off my bicycle and stick close to Leo,
as well as to celebrate the fact that I
was alive and pretty much in one
piece. I want to thank those I've
heard from since the last issue of
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Wagon Tracks, when they first
learned of my accident, for their con
cern. I am doing well and back riding
my bicycle.

Bonita M. Oliva
2985 C Rd

Woodston KS 67675

CAMP TALES

--CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

No report.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place #14
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@am.net>

No report.

Wagon Bed Spring
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

No report.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Deanne Wright
PO Box 45
Council Grove KS 66846
(620) 767-7080

To prove that Kansans are hardy
and can survive a heat index of 110
degrees, the chapter met on July 25
by the Wilmington School. We sat in
a grove of trees planted years ago by
the Wilmington community. The
chapter needed to decide if it would
continue to try to rebuild the west
wall of the school. Only partial work
has been completed on the stone wall
since it was damaged by vandals.
The chapter directors voted to con
tinue efforts to fmd area stonema
sons and to use funds earned from
the 1999 Symposium for the project.

Jolene Day reported that the 2001
Trail Ride from Marquette to Coun
cil Grove, June 8-15, was highly suc
cessful. They saw great scenery
south of the Smoky Hills and enjoyed
their portable water tank, "Jack and
Jenny" facility, and a new traveling
shower stall. (No one admits to get
ting soft; the shower ostensibly is for
youngsters on the ride. No age limit
of "youngster" was provided, how-
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ever.) Members were encouraged to
attend the symposium in Las Vegas
in September.

The chapter held its annual meet
ing November 8 at the Kaw Mission
State Historic Site. The main order
of business was the re-election of
three board directors, Al Bunting,
Don Cress, and Lois DeWitt, and the
election of new board director, Sheila
Litke. Sheila has participated in
every trail ride held by the chapter
and has led the school where she
teaches in the Trails Project.

Chapter directors decided to pri
oritize work on the historic stone
barn with the replacement of doors.
We also discussed the difficulty oflo
eating stonemasons in the vicinity of
Wilmington school who would re
build the west wall of the building.

The programs was "Tales from the
2001 Symposium." Reports were
given by those who attended the
symposium in Las Vegas, NM, and
the trail ride. Everyone had a splen
did time and we send our congratula
tions to all those who worked to pro
duce another successful symposium.
End of the Trail
President Tom Steel
12919 Chitalpa Place
Albuquerque NM 87111
(505) 821-5805
<tomcarly@swcp.com>

On September 15 at 1:00 p.m., 22
members and guests met on the
Santa Fe Plaza to tour historic sites
significant to the Trail. Margaret
Sears and Pam Najdowski were our
guides; we were divided into two
almost equal groups.

We started out somewhat disori
ented by the cacophonous music
from the bandstand. The celebration
was the Annual Chili Fiesta right at
ter the annual Fiestas de Santa Fe.
We righted ourselves and took off on
an informative tour. We learned
about the people, where they lived
and worked or played during the era
of Trail Days.

In spite of the noise of traffic we
all worked hard to put ourselves
back in time; in the time of mules
and carts, adobe homes, military in
stallations, entrepreneurs in trade,
farmers and clergy. The Church
played a dominant role in establish
ing schools, orphanages, and hospi
tals. This is where women of the East
met the challenge of settlement, not
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only the Sisters of Charity and of
Loretto but many wives. Some trad
ers married local women which be
came apparent to us as we traced the
genealogy of those who lived in those
old adobes in Santa Fe. The people
who have purchased some of the
sites and are maintaining them are
to be congratulated.

Aside from our Corazon members
about 20 more EoT members at
tended the symposium in Las Vegas.
The Corazon Chapter is to be con·
gratulated for producing a well
planned educational event that pro
vided much variety.

On November 17, member Agnesa
Reeve will present a slide lecture on
"Three Houses and Their Legends:
Watrous Trading Post, Mills in
Springer, Chase in Cimarron."

On January 19, 2002, Doug
Peterson will give a talk on "The
Influence of the Santa Fe Trail on
Religion in New Mexico."
Corazan de los Caminos
President Faye Gaines
He 60 Box 27
Springer. NM 87747
(505) 485-2473
<www.nmhu.edu/research/sftraillcora
zon.htm>

The Corazon Chapter is to be
congratulated for the outstanding
symposium they worked so long and
hard to present. Thank you for a
great symposium. See articles about
symposium in this issue.

Dr. Glenn Faith, formerly associ
ated with the Mayo Clinic in Roches
ter, Minnesota, presented the Octo
ber 21 program at the Santa Clara
Cafe in Wagon Mound, "Medical
Support at Fort Union, 1851-1861."
He was peppered with questions
from about 25 members and guests,
including D. Ray Blakely, president
of the Cimarron Cutoff Chapter. Dr.
Faith and his wife, Dorothy, flew
into Denver and drove to Wagon
Mound for the meeting.

The doctor has his own practice in
Rochester but is attempting to retire.
He has long been interested in medi
cine at frontier army posts and is
presently working on a new degree
in medical history at the University
of Minnesota.

He was in Las Vegas as an ER
physician at Northeastern Regional
Hospital last year and took a history
course from Mike Olsen at NMHU.
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Faith's presentation was excerpted
from his term paper for that class.
He focused on the period between the
Mexican War and the Civil War and
did extensive research in the James
W. Arrott Fort Union collection at
Highland's Donnelly Library.

The annual business meeting was
held at the Santa Clara Cafe in
Wagon Mound, November 18,
followed by a meeting of the outgoing
board of directors, then the newly
elected board. The incoming
directors/officers are Mary Whit
more, president; Faye Gaines, vice
president; Morris Eiland, treasurer;

ancy Robertson, secretary; and
members-at-Iarge Dixie Odom, Tibor
Remenyik, and Alma Gregory.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Lon Palmer
358 W 8th St
Hoisington KS 67544
(620) 653-2827

The chapter conducted its fall
meeting on October 14, 2001 at
Garfield, KS. Included in the
business session was a discussion
relative to the annual Santa Fe Trail
Seminar scheduled for May 4, 2002,
in conjunction with the annual
meeting of the Fort Larned Old
Guard.

In addition, a report on the recent
Santa Fe Trail Symposium was pre
sented by Alice Clapsaddle. Cited
were the following chapter members
who received awards from the Santa
Fe Trail Association: Merit Award,
Lee and Dorothy Kroh; Marc Sim
mons Writing Award, Bonita Oliva;
Paul Bentrup Ambassador Award,
Ross Marshall; and Heritage Preser
vation Award, David Clapsaddle,
Bob Rein, and Mildon Yeager.

Following the meeting the mem
bers met at the Plain Camp site, five
miles southwest of Garfield, to re
place the marker recently vandal
ized.

The next meeting is slated for
January 20, 2002 at Kinsley, KS.
Cecil and Jayne Humphrey Pearce
and their sons, from Wallace, KS,
will present a musical program.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Nancy Jo Trauer
1309 West Brier
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-8343

The chapter met October 2,2001,
at noon at the Inn Pancake House.
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President Nancy Trauer presided.
Following the business meeting, Dr.
B. Richard Dryden gave a 10-year
anniversary history of the chapter.

The chapter's regular meeting
was held Saturday, November 3.
Members and guests took the Dodge
City Trolley to Ingalls to visit the
Santa Fe Trail Museum. Keith
Chadd provided information about
sites along the way. Stops were made
at the Caches and Fort Atkinson.
Missouri River Outfitters
President Nancy Lewis
1112 Oak Ridge Dr
Blue Springs MO 64015
(816) 229-8379
<SFTAMRO@aol.com>

The chapter met at 2:00 p.m. on
November 18 at the National Fron·
tier Trails Center in Independence,
MO. Niel Johnson presented a slide
program on Harry Truman and his
involvement in preserving and pro
moting the history of the overland
trails. Johnson is president of the
Friends of the NFTC and also a
Missouri Humanities speaker who
has portrayed Harry Truman for
many years. You may have seen him
on television or heard his voice
narrating Channel 41 segments of
"Crossroads" that dealt with Tru
man. This was a joint meeting with
Friends of the NFTC.

The annual holiday potluck din·
ner will be held at the Slusher home
in Lexington, MO, on Sunday, De
cember 2. Members are invited to
bring a covered dish (service and
meat provided). Musicians are re
quested to bring their musical in
struments. The Slusher home is at
1421 South Street. For more infor
mation, contact President Nancy
Lewis (816) 229-8379.

The January meeting will be held
on Sunday, January 27,2:00 p.m., at
the National Frontier Trails Center.
Mark Armitage will present a pro
gram on Alexander Majors. This, too,
will be a joint meeting with the
Friends ofthe NFTC. For more infor
mation, contact John Atkinson (816)
233-3924 or <atkin@mwsc.edu>.

MRO Vice President John Atkin
son has been busy writing grants for
the 2003 symposium and for re
sources to fund mapping projects.
The 2003 committee has met several
times and reports that plans for
tours and activities are progressing.
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Chapter members were saddened
to lose our friend Anna Belle Cart
wright. Anna Belle was active at the
national level with the campadres
program and with her attendance at
SFTA events. Her contributions to
the chapter and to the Association,
her enthusiasm, and her bright
smile cheered us all. She was an ac
tive member of the 2003 symposium
committee and designed the logo
that MRO has recently adopted.
Services were held on Monday, Octo
ber 29, at St. Paul's Episcopal
Church in Kansas City, MO. We
extend condolences to her husband
Joe, to her three children, and to
other family members.

Quivira
President Britt Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-8719
<blkcolle@midusa.net>

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Dale E. Brooks
316 W 16St
Newton KS 67114
[620) 283-6454

The August quarterly meeting,
attended by 35 members and guests,
was held at the Main Street Cafe in
Durham, where a short business
session was held along with a
presentation by Vernon Lohrenz
concerning history of the Cotton
wood Crossing. The Trail crossing of
the Cottonwood River is well noted
in Trail literature.

Following the meeting a tour was
to be held of Trail ruts that were
made by west-bound teams and wag
ons as they pulled up out of the Cot-

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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tonwood River campground. A se
vere thunderstorm prohibited the
tour, so it will be on a future sched
ule.

The chapter executive committee
is pursuing a plan to develop an
"Auto Tour" across our area of Mar
ion County. The tour will follow the
Trail on county and state roads
where markers and ruts can be
viewed from the roadside. We need
information concerning the avail
ability of "Auto Tour" signs that can
be placed at appropriate places along
the roads.

Thirty-three members and guests
attended the November quarterly
meeting, the last meeting of the
year. Sheryl's Cafe in Canton pro
vided the chapter with an excellent
meal that was preceded by business
of the evening meeting and the pro
gram. Business included an election
of officers for '2002. The following
were elected to guide the chapter
through the coming year: President
Gil Michel, Vice-President Dale E.
Brooks, Secretary Vernon Lorhentz,
Treasurer Bill Silverstrand, Direc
tors John Dick, Sharon Shutte, and
John Wiebe.

Following the business portion of
the meeting, David Clapsaddle gave
an interesting presentation, "Trad
ing Ranches along the Trail."

Several Trail development pro
jects were discussed by the group,
one of which was a displaced DAR
marker along highway 77 where the
road is being rebuilt. The day
following the chapter meeting a
chapter work party reset the marker
along the new highway right-of-way.
The chapter area has six DAR
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markers, four of which have been re
lettered by the chapter.

Bent's Fort
President Dub Couch
PO Bos 325
Rocky Ford CO 81067
[719) 254·3000
<dubcouch@ria.net>

A very enjoyable, educational
Rock Art Tour hosted by Lolly Ming
was held on August 8. Although the
group was small, they enjoyed
viewing ranching country, rock art,
signs of volcanic activity in
southeast Colorado, and an entire
town that was moved to be closer to
water.

On November 3, the founding of
the Black community south of
Manzanola, "The Dry," was sche
duled to be the subject of a program
presented by Alice (Craig) McDonald
of Manzanola for the chapter's
educational meeting at the Otero
Museum in La Junta, CO.

FROM THE EDITOR
Another late issue, and another

excuse. A computer crash was bad
enough, but everything on the hard
drive was recovered. Even worse, the
new computer had serious problems
for a month before it was fully opera
tional. There were days when we
feared there would not be another is
sue of WTfrom this office. Things are
back to normal again, behind
schedule as usual.

We hope to get organized next
year. Happy holidays and best
wishes for a better 2002.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva
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APRIL BOARD MEETING
THE next SFT'A board meeting will
be held Saturday, April 13, in Lex
ington, Missouri, beginning at 8:30
a.m. SFT'A member Roger Slusher of
Lexington has made arrangements
to meet in the Memorial Chapel of
Wentworth Military Academy where
he is an instructor. The campus is at
1880 Washington Avenue in Lexing
ton.

Roger is also arranging for a tour
of historic Lexington on Saturday af
ternoon and a car-caravan tour to
Franklin and Arrow Rock on Sun
day. For lodging and driving infor
mation in Lexington, see the acade
my's web site: <www.wmaI880.org>.

SFTA President Hal Jackson
says, "the board truly welcomes all
SFT'A members to attend this meet
ing. We hope many of you can come
and learn how the SFT'A makes its
important decisions."

Ohio River and up the Mississippi to
St. Louis. The first letter printed
here was written from St. Louis,
where they stayed at the Planter's
Hotel. All letters are reproduced as
written, including spelling, with edi
torial additions in brackets. Omis
sions are indicated with ellipses.

(continued on page 26)
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KATIE BOWEN

FEBRUARY 2002VOLUME 16

KATIE BOWEN LETTERS,
1851: PART I

edited by Bonita and Leo Oliva

CATHERINE (Katie) Bowen trav
eled to New Mexico in 1851 with her
husband, Captain Isaac Bowen, via
the Santa Fe Trail. He was newly
appointed chief of commissary for
the military department of New
Mexico.

They had previously been sta
tioned at Philadelphia and made the
trip to the Southwest after visiting
family and friends in Houlton, ME,
and Buffalo, NY. Throughout their
trip and while in New Mexico, Katie
wrote regularly to her family in
Maine. The collection of Bowen let
ters, some 700 in all covering the
years 1845-1858, comprise the finest
collection written by an army offi
cer's wife in the pre-Civil War era.

The entire collection, preserved by
Isaac and Katie's granddaughter,
the late Gwladys Bowen, is located in
the Bowen Family Papers, United
States Army Military History Insti
tute, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylva
nia. This collection is being edited for
publication. The letters from 1851,
covering their trip from St. Louis to
Fort Union, begin here and will con
tinue in future issues.

Katie and Isaac left Buffalo on
March 22, 1851, traveled by boat to
Cleveland, went to Cincinnati, and
traveled by steamboat down the

APRIL 13
SFTA BOARD MEETING

LEXINGTON. MO

APRil 30
DEADLINE FOR RESEARCH

GRANT APPLlCAnONS

MAY 4
WET/DRY ROUTES CHAPTER SEMI·
NAR & FORT LARNED OLD GUARD

MeETING. LARNED, KS

SEPTEMBER 19·21
SFT RENDEZVOUS & SFTA BOARD

MEETING. LARNED. KS

RICHARD LOUDEN
by Hal Jackson

RICHARD Louden, new at-large
director on the SFT'A board, is en
gaged in ranching with his son and
grandson on a 5th-generation spread
near Branson, Colorado. Richard is a
graduate of the University of Mis
souri where he majored in journal
ism. He is the author of hundreds of
newspaper and magazine articles,
mainly of a historical or archaeologi
cal nature. He authored The Bran
son Story on the local history of that
community and was one of the
authors featured in La Gente, a book
on the early history and lives of the
Hispanic people in Colorado. A third
book, concerning the life of artist Ar
thur Roy Mitchell, will go to the pulr
lisher in a few months.

His special Santa Fe Trail interest
is the Granada to Fort Union Mili
tary Road. He wrote an article for
Wagon Tracks on this route some
years ago. He has provided tours of
the route too. Richard served on the
National Park Service's Santa Fe
National Historic Trail Advisory
Council for several years. He also is a
past president of the Colorado Ar
chaeological Society. In addition to
all this, he is a charter member of
SFT'A. We welcome Richard and look
forward to utilizing his many skills.

February 2002
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

ONE of the projects I would like to
see us work on in the near future is
Trail visibility and information. Call
it public education if you like.

More signs on highways that say
"Santa Fe Trail Information" are
needed. Information kiosks would
provide both visibility and back
ground information, and these could
be located at key points along the
various Trail routes. A uniform de
sign with some distinctive identity
marker would call attention to the
Trail and help travelers find historic
remnants and sites.

The kind ofkiosk I'm suggesting is
usually a six-sided, covered struc
ture with room for four or five de
tailed interpretive panels. We may
soon be getting such a kiosk along
southbound 1-25, just inside New
Mexico near Raton Pass. Other pos
sible sites include the Intelligencer
Marker location at Old Franklin, the
turnout near the point where the
Oregon Trail splits off from the SFT,
and perhaps in Elkhart, KS, where
travelers would learn about the SFT
just north of town. I'm sure other lo
cations could be added to this list.

The information provided at these
sites can describe why the Trail is
important and show exactly where it
is. More importantly, the informa
tion on the panels can put the Trail
in its proper context. It can tempt the
traveler into seeing more of the Trail
and telling others about it. If we
start now we might just have several
in place by the bicentennial in 2021.

One should not think that estab
lishing kiosks is a simple matter. It
will take considerable effort to en
courage cooperation among the Na
tional Park Service and a state's
highway department. The state's
tourism folks will likely have to prod
a bit too. The NPS does not have an
unlimited budget for such kiosks, so
their appearance may take years.
The SFTA marker committee and
marker fund can provide leadership
and' assistance along the way. Every
member of SFTA can help with this
important long-range project.

On more mundane matters, I
want to congratulate our new board
members and thank them in ad
vance for what will be a lot of work.
Their names can be found elsewhere
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All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Toll-free Phone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: <oliva@ruraltel.net>
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters,
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3,
Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: <trailassn@larned.net>

in this issue. The board also has arr
pointed new committees and these
too can be found in this WT. Our As
sociation truly depends on the hard
work and thoughtful consideration of
board and committee members.

The April board meeting will be
held in Lexington, MO, on April 13,
and I encourage anyone who can to
attend. We will get a chance to have
a short tour ofLexington as well as a
guided trip to Franklin and Arrow
Rock. For those of you who haven't
experienced the eastern end of the
Trail, it will be a great chance to do
so.

-Hal Jackson

NEW BOARD MEMBERS
by Hal Jackson

THE SFTA board has several new
members. The.newly-revised bylaws,
adopted by the membership at Las
Vegas in September, necessitated
some changes. The secretary
treasurer position was separated
into secretary and treasurer posi
tions. Ruth Olson Peters, Larned,
KS, continues as treasurer, and the
board elected Mike Olsen, Las Ve
gas, NM, to fill the position of secre
tary. Richard Louden, Branson, CO,
was appointed director to fill Anna
Belle Cartwright's at-large position.

Another change in the bylaws
added two new director positions for
Texas. The board sought nomina
tions from Texas without success, so
Clint Chambers, at-large director
from Lubbock, volunteered to fill one
of the two Texas seats. His then open
at-large position was filled when the
board elected Ramon Powers, To
peka, KS, to fill it. We still have an
open Texas position and continue to
seek an interested SFTA member
from that state to serve.

Wagon Tracks

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be·
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
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surer (address below).
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Faye Gaines, NM (505) 485-2473
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SFTA COMMITTEES AND
APPOINTMENTS

SFTA President Hal Jackson has
named the following committee as
signments and appointed officers.
COMMITTEES
AWARDS

Mike Olsen, chair
Anne Mallinson
Richard Louden
Leo E. Oliva

BUDGET
Steve Whitmore, chair
Ruth Olson Peters
Hal Jackson

EDUCATION
Christine Day, co-chair
Marcia Fox, co-chair
Janice Klein
Pam Najdowski
Joanne VanCoevern

EXECUTIVE
Hal Jackson, chair
Anne Mallinson
Dub Couch
Helen Brown
Mike Slater

HEADQUARTERS
Joanne VanCoevern, chair
Ruth Olson Peters
Bonita Oliva
Richard Dryden.

MAPPINGIMARKER
John Schumacher, chair
Nancy Robertson
Earl Casteel
John Atkinson

MEMBERSHIP
Jan McDaniel, chair
Glenn Busset
Joan Sudborough
Richard Poole
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GLORIETA BATTLEFIELD
NAMED ENDANGERED PLACE

by Margaret Sears

GLORIETA Battlefield has been
named to New Mexico's 10 Most En
dangered Places list for 2002 by ~he

New Mexico Heritage PreservatIOn
Alliance, the organization which has
prepared the annual list for the past
four years. The announcement was
made January 17, 2002.

Nomination of the Battlefield site,
allegedly the most significant Civil
War battle west of the Mississippi
River fought in March 1862, was
made'by the End of the Trail Chap
ter of the SFTA. The Most Endan
gered Places list serves to heighten
public awareness of the need to pre
serve New Mexico's past. Annually, a
maximum often sites are selected by
the Alliance for recognition. This is
the second Trail site to make the list.
In 1999 San Miguel del Vado was se
lected, also an EoT chapter nomina
tion. For the first decade and half of
the Santa Fe Trail's existence in the
19th century, San Miguel was the
first village trade caravans passed
through after leaving Missouri.

Currently, a state highway which
sits atop the Santa Fe Trail, bisects
the Battlefield. The Battlefield is
within Pecos National Historical
Park, yet cannot be properly inter
preted for the public because of ~he

highway's intrusion. T~e solut~on

End of the Trail seeks IS reroutmg
the highway around the Battlefield.
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MICHAEL OLSEN
by Hal Jackson

MIKE Olsen is the new secretary
for the SFTA. Mike's contributions to
the SFTA would fill many pages, but
this description will be brief. Mike is
currently professor of history at
Highlands University in Las Vegas,
New Mexico. Currently is the key
word because Mike will retire from
Highlands in May, and he and ~atti

are moving to Colorado Sprmgs,
Colorado, at that time.

Those noises you hear are Mike
doing cartwheels in anticipation of
the opportunities awaiting him in re
tirement. Mike was SFTA vice presi
dent in 1995-1996. He resigned be
cause of demands on his time at
Highlands. He received the Award of
Merit from the SFTA in 1993 and the
Marc Simmons Writing Award in
1999. He also was a member of the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail Ad
visory Council, NPS, 1987 through
1997. A member ofSFTA since 1988,
Mike has been a frequent contribu
tor to Wagon Trc:zcks.

Mike has been a very active mem
ber in the Corazon Chapter of the
SFTA for many years. He and Harry
Myers gave the opening remarks at
the symposium in Las Vegas in 2001.
Everyone in the Corazon chapter
hopes that Mike will change his
mind, retract his retirement, and
stay in Las Vegas. We in SFTA are
fortunate to have Mike accept the
appointment as secretary of the
SFTA. Welcome aboard Mike!
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WAYSIDE EXHIBIT AT RATON
THE Long Distance Trails Office of
the NPS hosted a discussion on
January 22, in Santa Fe, on New
Mexico Highway Department's
planned improvements on 1-25 over
Raton Pass. Representatives from
the NM Highway Department and
the engineering firm designing the 1
25 realignment joined John Conoboy
and Sharon Brown of the NPS and
SFTA representatives Margaret
Sears, Faye Gaines, Nancy Robert
son, and Hal Jackson to discuss the
possibility of a SFT wayside exhibit
at Raton Pass.

This area is located on the Scenic
Byway of the Trail in NM. During
highway reconstruction, there is a
strong possibility that a part of the
old highway can be converted into
parking area with room for a way
side exhibit about the Trail. This
could include a short walkway to a
good view of the old Trail.

If the plan is accepted by the high
way department, SFTA and NPS
will have to provide funds for a kiosk
and walkway. SFTA President Jack
son said, "Tins is a wonderful oppo::
tunity for the SFTA, and we hope It
comes to pass."

WET/DRY ROUTES CHAPTER &
FORT LARNED OLD GUARD

PROGRAM, MAY 4
THE WetlDry Chapter will present
its sixth annual Trail Seminar on
May 4 at Fort Larned National His
toric Site, 8:30 a.m. through noon.
The program, "From Trail to Rail,
the Railroad Truncation of the Road
to Santa Fe," features three speak
ers: Craig Crease of Shawnee, KS;
David Clapsaddle ofLarned, KS; and
Mike Olsen of Las Vegas, NM. Cost
for the seminar, including lunch, is
$20 per person. National Park Serv
ice entry fees to Fort Larned NHS
are $3 per person or $5 per family.

The Fort Larned Old Guard will
conduct a field trip to the Cheyenne
& Sioux Village Site on Pawnee Fork
du~ing the afternoon, with reenac
tors portraying Plains Indian culture
and village life and a buffalo-hunter
camp program. The caravan will
leave Fort Larned NHS at 1:15 p.m.
There is no charge for this activity.

The Old Guard will host an even
ing dinner at the Larned Community
Center at 6:00 p.m. Cost is $15 per
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adult or $10 per child age 10 and un
der. Mter a brief business meeting,
historian/actor Louis Kraft from
North Hollywood, CA, will present a
special program, portraying Edward
W. Wynkoop, frontier soldier and In
dian agent, who was a major figure
in the history of the Trail, Fort
Larned, and the Indian wars. There
is no admission for this dramatic
presentation.

Reservations are required before
April 26 for the chapter's seminar
and lunch and for the Old Guard
evening dinner, phone (620) 285
6911 or e-mail <flog_ks@hotmail.
com>.

TRAIL RENDEZVOUS SET FOR
SEPTEMBER 19-21

IT is time to make plans to attend
the biennial Santa Fe Trail Rendez
vous at Larned, KS, September 19
21, sponsored by SFTA, the Santa Fe
Trail Center, and Fort Larned NHS.
The SFTA board or" directors will
meet on September 19, and the Ren
dezvous will open that evening. The
theme will be legends and lore of the
Trail and include Friday and
Saturday morning lectures and
afternoon field trips to Trail sites
from east of Lyons, KS, to west of
Dodge City, KS. Details of the pro
gram will appear in the next issue of
WT.

SFTA RESEARCH GRANT
APPLICATIONS DUE APRIL 30

IN September the SFTA board es
tablished a Scholarly Research
Fund, authorized to award a limited
number of grants in amounts up to
$1500 to be used for supplies and
m~terials, research services (litera
ture searches, computer use, clerical
and/or technical assistance, and copy
fees), and travel. Funds may not be
used for the purchase of equipment.

The purpose of the fund is to
stimulate significant scholarly re
search oil the Trail suitable for publi
cation. Grants are available to any
one who meets the requirements and
fulfills procedures established. All
applications are reviewed by the
SFTA Scholarly Research Commit
tee, and grants are made annually.

Usually applications are due no
later than February 15 each year,
with grants awarded by March 15.
All grants are for one year, and funds
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not expended in that time revert to
the fund. A report is required from
the grantee at the end of the year.

Because oflateness in getting this
set up the first time, the deadline for
applications this year only has been
changed to April 30. For an applica
tion form and further instructions,
please contact SFTA Scholarly Re
search Committee Chairman Ste
phen Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon Rt,
Las Vegas, NM 87701, (505) 454
0683, <whitmore@ newmexico.com>.

DIANA STEIN DONATES
TO TRAIL ARCHIVES

DIANA Stein, Las Vegas, NM, and
her late husband, Joe, were charter
members of the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation and the Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter. Their wonderful
bookstore, Los Artesanos on the
plaza in Las Vegas which recently
celebrated its 50th anniversary, is
an institution on the modern Trail.
Diana is a marvelous source of Santa
Fe Trail information, including a few
skeletons in the closet.

She recently donated a lot of ma
terial from her bookstore archives to
New Mexico Highland University
Donnelly Library Archives in honor
of Marc Simmons, the "father of the
Santa Fe Trail Association."

"There are many files of corre
spondence, ephemera, documents,
etc., going back to the days of Fort
Union, Inc., the organization that
was formed to get the site into the
National Park Service system," Di
ana explained. "I also am donating
files from the earliest days prior to
the official dedication when there
was only a tool shed and a trailer un
der the management of its very first
superintendent, Kit Wing.

"My own seven years as a volun
teer at Fort Union were filled with
interesting work and a feeling of
service to the visitors. I enjoyed be
ing part of a National Park Service
monument family.

"Besides the files on Fort Union,
all of my files on the Santa Fe Na
tional Historic Trail, the Santa Fe
Trail Association, and Corazon de los
Caminos are included in the dona
tion."

Special thanks to Diana for this
invaluable donation. It adds to the
rich collection of Trail material held
by Donnelly Library.
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WOOD, WATER, AND GRASS: DEDICATION OF WILLOW SPRINGS/GOAT HILL WAYSIDE EXHIBIT
by Nancy Robertson

(Robertson, Raton, NM, is a charter
member of SFTA and an active par
~icipant in Trail preservation, mark
mg, and promotion. She received a
SFTA Award of Merit at the 2001
symposium.)
WOOD, Water, and Grass." With
those words, U.S. Army mapmaker
Lieutenant George M. Wheeler de
scribed the supplies available at the
Willow Springs Forage Station at the
foot of Raton Pass in New Mexico in
the 1870s.

On December 11, 2001, a wayside
exhibit explaining the forage station
activities was dedicated at the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail certified
site on Goat Hill in Raton city park.
The interpretive sign was con
structed under a cooperative agree
ment between the City of Raton and
the National Park Service.

During the dedication, Andrea
Sharon, on behalf of the National
Park Service, presented certificates
of appreciation to Nancy Robertson
and Eric Honeyfield in recognition of
their strong support of the partner
ship between the NPS and City of
Raton for the interpretive project.

Appreciation was expressed for
help given by City Manager Eric
Honeyfield; Andrea Sharon, NPS Di
vision of Long Distance Trails; Char
lotte Hollis, artist; Darlis Miller and
Mark L. Gardner, historians; Bar
bara Monroe, descendant of Smith
Sayre, for the photograph and copies
of receipts; Mary Gaskin, current
owner of the Willow Springs well
site, for the 1880 stereopticon print
of ~he forage station; Alan Lackey,
Umted Chevrolet, for painting the
frame; Faye Gaines, Corazon de los
Caminos Chapter SFI'A; Marj
Schulze and Myra Baird, mayor's
committee for Old Raton Pass; and
Nancy Robertson and Joan Lavigne,
Raton Parks and Recreation Advi
sory Board. Also assisting with the
dedication were Parks Board mem
bers Chris Morris and Jesse John
son, and Raton City Commissioner
Pete Mileta.

During the Civil War, the stage
coach mail route between the East
and Fort Union and Santa Fe was
moved from the Dry Cimarron route
to Raton Pass. After the war Richens

Kendyl and Barbara Monroe. Faye Gaines, and Andrea Sharon at the wayside -
hlbit dedication, December 11. 2001. ex

Lacy "Uncle Dick" Wootton improved ply in the Southwest, 1861-1885(Al-
his toll road over the pass, Thomas L. buquerque, 1989), 114: "A quarter-
Stockton built the stage station at master's circular issued in 1869 for
Clifton House, Lucien Maxwell built the District of New Mexico listed
a large stone mill at Cimarron, and a s?me of the duties and responsibili-
telegraph line was constructed. tIes ?f agents. They were required to

Captain Louis Felsenthal and his furmsh forage 'in such quantities as
Company C, New Mexico Volun- may be needed,' receiving in ex-
teers, were providing escort service change 1% cents per pound for hay
for the U.S. mail in October 1864 and 4 to 6 cents per pound for corn
when they were caught in a sever~ oats,. and barley, depending on th~
snowstorm near Raton. He reported locat~on of their agencies. They were
the lack of shelter and grain to his reqUlred to furnish without further
commanding officer at Fort Union. remuneration meals to expressmen,

In March 1865 General James H. corrals for government animals, and
Carleton, commanding the Depart- fuel to army teamsters and small de-
ment of New Mexico, initiated a sys- tachments of soldiers. They also
tem of regular escorts for mail were required to furnish bed and
coaches, offering military escorts for boa!d for ?fficers who stopped at
all travelers between Fort Union and theIr statIOns 'upon reasonable
Fort Larned in Kansas, following the charges to the said Officer.' In addi-
Mountain Route on the first and the tion the army expected agents to pro-
Cimarron Route on the fifteenth of mote the general interest of the
each month. United States by protecting govern-

Government regulations required ment property, recovering stolen or
that each horse received 14 pounds str.ay animals, taking care of sick
of hay and 12 pounds of grain daily. ammals and indisposed government
Mules were to receive 9 pounds of employees, providing soldiers and
grain daily. A series of forage sta- emJ;>loyees with means for cooking
tions was established so army de- theIr ~eals, and circulating supply
tac~ents on Indian patrols, pro- advertIsements for the quartermas-
tectmg .wagon trains, or guarding ter's deparment. Agents received ad-
the malls were not burdened with ditional fees for stabling express ani-
carrying grain and forage for their mals, shoeing horses, repairing wag-
animals. ons, and issuing fuel to troops."

Darlis Miller wrote in her book Smith A. Sayre was the Willow
Soldiers and Settlers: Military Sup: Springs forage agent between 1866

and 1873. He was born in 1829 in
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New York and died in 1880 in Trini
dad, CO. During the 1849 gold rush,
at the age of 20, he took a steamer to
California, crossing the Isthmus of
Panama, where he contracted ma
laria. He returned home the next
year, but in 1854 he rode a horse
through New Mexico to run a sheep
ranch in Sutter County, California.
He next became sheriff of Barton
County, Missouri. During the Civil
War, Sayre traveled west with his
wife, Sarah Francis Maupin, arriv
ing in New Mexico Territory in 1866,
where he opened the forage station.

One of his early receipts stated:
"Oct 30, 1867, Red River station: Re
ceived from Burns & Sayre, 1,3441bs
of hay and 864 lbs of oats, forage for
96 govt. animals in route from Ft.
Union, N.M. to Ft. Lyon, Colo. 5th.
U.S. Infantry in charge."

His lease, dated May 18, 1868,
stated: "I, Lucien B. Maxwell, for the
consideration of $300 dollars do
hereby lease to Smith A. Sayers, liv
ing in the north side of Red River, the
certain lot of ground where he now
resides, including his present resi
dence, as also the meadows land be
tween a certain spring known as 'Wi
llow' and the Chacorica Creek, and
all the hay ground in the valley of
said 'Willow Spring.'''

In 1874 the Sayre family moved to
EI Moro, Colorado, 85 miles south of
Pueblo, the new railhead for the
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad. In
1879 the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe acquired Wootton's toll road for
the construction of the new railroad
via La Junta. After the shops and
roundhouse were built in Raton, the
ranch house site was purchased by
the Peryatel family. The capped well
is located at the Gaskin residence on
Railroad Avenue.

The new wayside exhibit, with il
lustrations and text, commemorates
the historic Trail site and the forage
station located there. Trail travelers
are invited to stop and see this fine
display.

CALL FOR PAPERS FOR
SYMPOSIUM 2003

THE 2003 Symposium Committee
invites members and friends of the
Santa Fe Trail Association to consid
er sharing their research in Inde
pendence in 2003. It is never too
early'to submit a paper or propose a
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presentation for consideration. Sev
eral people might work together for a
session on some Trail topic, a work
shop, or a dramatic performance.
Please contact the symposium coor
dinator: Anne Mallinson, 964 NW
600, Centerview MO 64019 (816)
230-7228, <SFTAMRO@aoLcom>.

JOY POOLE IS DIRECTOR OF
EL CAMINO REAL MUSEUM

JOY L. Poole, founder and "mother
of the Santa Fe Trail Association,"
has been appointed the first director
of EI Camino Real International
Heritage Center to be located east of
1-25 about 30 miles south of Socorro,
NM, near the route of the historic
traiL El Camino Real, the Royal
Road, opened in 1598, was the link
between New Mexico and Mexico
City during the Spanish colonial era.
It continued to be used in the 19th
century and, today, portions of it are
followed by modern highways.

EI Camino Real became part of
the National Historic Trails system a
few years ago, and it is jointly man
aged by the National Park Service
and Bureau of Land Management.
The Camino Real International
Heritage Center is a joint project of
the Museum of New Mexico and the
Bureau of Land Management. Con
struction of the center begins in Feb
ruary, and the opening is scheduled
in early 2003. It commemorates that
older historic route, with which the
Santa Fe Trail connected when
opened for trade in the 1820s. Much
commerce over the Santa Fe Trail
went into northern Mexico via El
Camino ReaL

Poole comes to this assignment
from her position as executive direc
tor of the Allen County-Fort Wayne
Historical Society in Fort Wayne, In
diana. Before that, she held similar
positions with the Fort Collins Mu
seum in Fort Collins, CO, the Farm
ington Museum in Farmington, NM,
and the Colorado Historical Society
and Pioneer Museum in Trinidad,
CO, when~ she was located when she
organized' the first Santa Fe Trail
Symposium in 1986, at which the
Santa Fe Trail Association was
founded. She served as the SFTA's
first vice-president and was a mem
ber of the board of directors for a dec
ade. Poole studied museum manage
ment at the University of Colorado
and earned a Master's degree from
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Regis University.
The associate director of the new

center is Linda Mick O'Hara, direc
tor of education at New Mexico State
Monuments since 1997. She holds a
Ph.D. in anthropology and has
worked at the Museum of New Mex
ico since 1989.

Congratulations Joy, and wel
come back to the Land of Enchant
ment.

EL CAMINO ART PROJECT
CATHERINE Widgery of Massa
chusetts has been chosen to create
art work to commemorate EI Camino
Real at two Santa Fe city parks. Her
proposal, titled "Trail of Dreams,
Trail of Ghosts," includes a structure
at Frenchy's Field on Agua Fria
Street (atop a stretch of the original
Camino Real), combining a central
medallion and two spiraling stone
walls to represent the physical real
ity of the Royal Road, and a gazebo
type structure at De Vargas Park on
Guadalupe Street (also on the old
Camino Real), with benches and a
metal dome designed to cast shadow
figures derived from American In
dian and Hispanic traditions.

Funding for the project is pro
vided by the state highway depart
ment, federal transportation en
hancement funds, and state and city
governments. Both projects are
scheduled for completion in March
2003.

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-

The Santa Fe Trail Association is
to be commended for its production
of Wagon Tracks where. top quality
articles are the order ofthe day. This
quarterly, along with the Associa
tion's opposition to "hog farms" and
cell towers along the Trail, are the
reasons I continue to renew my
membership.

I was, however, struck by some
thing I read in the most recent issue.
It seems that some symposium
weekend events featured breakfasts
of "eggs, sausage, biscuits" etc. Now
just where did this sausage come
from? Did anyone bother to find out?
Are we opposed to "hog farms" be
cause they depredate the earth, pol
luting our air and water, or is the As
sociation's position NIMBY?
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It would not be appropriate for the
Association to take a stance dictat
ing what we should eat. However, at
the very least, the Association's posi
tion should be one of educating its
members of the effects the choices
they make in restaurants, at the su
permarket, and in selecting caterers
have on the Trail and preferably, for
those who chose to eat meat and ani
mal products, a position in support of
meat and dairy products produced in
an environmentally friendly man
ner. We should no more want harm
ful agricultural practices conducted
along land where William Becknell
once tread than we do where the Ver
endryes tread or where Ponce de
Leon vainly searched for vanity.

There is a word to describe some·
one who purchases pork products
produced at a "hog farm" and sup
ports an organization which claims it
opposes "hog farms." Next year at re
newal time I will have to decide
whether or not I wish to participate
in an organization that wants to be
part ofthe solution or one that wants
to contribute to the problem.

Jim Wilson
3167 San Mateo NE #116

Albuquerque NM 87110

SERVANT COUPLE DICK AND
CHARLOnE GREEN CREATED
A LEGACY AT BENT'S FORT

by Marc Simmons

(This article appeared in Simmons's
newspaper column, "Trail Dust," in
the Santa Fe New Mexican. January
12, 2002,. and is reprinted here with
permission and special thanks to the
author.)

IN 1833, the St. Louis brothers
Charles and William Bent began
construction of a huge adobe fur
trading post in southeastern Colo
rado. Called Bent's Fort, it was lo
cated on the north bank of the
Arkansas River, astride the Santa
Fe Trail.

In those days, the Arkansas
formed the international boundary
between the United States and the
Republic of Mexico. From the walls
of Bent's Fort, a man could look
across the river into the province of
New Mexico.

William Bent married a Chey
enne woman. So her tribe traded
most of its buffalo robes and other

February 2002

furs at the fort. His older brother
Charles established a home in Taos
with his wife, Ignacia Jaramillo. And
he opened mercantile stores there
and in Santa Fe.

From Missouri, the brothers
brought out three slaves and put
them to work at the fort. They were a
couple, Dick and Charlotte Green,
and Dick Green's brother, Andrew.

The two men performed many
tasks associated with the fort's flour
ishing business. One historian has
suggested that they probably served
as butlers at occasional fancy ban
quets, given whenever people ofrank
passed through.

The real star of the Green family,
however, was Charlotte. A large,
genial woman, she ruled the kitchen
and its Indian helpers ironhandedly.
Within her own domain, no one tri
fled with Charlotte Green.

Throughout the southern plains
and the Rocky Mountains, she
gained a reputation for two accom
plishments. The first was for her
amazing cooking skills. One source
rated her "a culinary divinity."

No fur trapper or Santa Fe Trail
merchant bound for Bent's Fort
failed to quicken his step as he drew
near, knowing he would soon be
treated to one of Charlotte's justly fa
mous meals. The cook was best
known for her pies, particularly
pumpkin.

Charlotte's second talent lay in
the field of entertainment. She was
an able and vigorous dancer and was
in great demand as a partner during
wild fandangos held regularly at
Bent's Fort.

Col. Henry Inman would later de
scribe Charlotte Green at these
mountain-man dances as always
"the center of attention, the belle of
the evening." He added: "She knew
her worth and danced accordingly."

Indeed, Charlotte was often heard
to say: "I am the only lady in the
whole damn Indian country." By that
she meant the only female Ameri·
can.

At the outbreak of the Mexican
War (1846), Gen. Stephen W. Kearny
stopped briefly at the fort with his
army. He was entertained at a spe
cial fandango.

Mter seizing Santa Fe on August
18, Kearny appointed Charles Bent
as the first American civil governor.
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Leaving his family in Taos, Charles
rode to Santa Fe and established a
second residence in the old palace on
the Plaza. He also brought Dick
Green down from the fort to fill the
role of man-servant, befitting Bent's
new station as governor.

The following January, Charles
Bent went to Taos for a visit, ignor
ing rumors that a rebellion was in
the offing. Green was left in Santa
Fe.

The morning after Charles's arri
val in Taos, a mob including Indians
from the pueblo stormed his house
and shot him full of arrows. Upon re
ceipt of the news in Santa Fe, an
army force was dispatched north
ward to put down the uprising.

Dick Green, grief-stricken over
the killing of his master, asked per
mission to accompany the troops. He
was given arms and his wish
granted.

The Americans soldiers sur·
rounded the fortified Taos Pueblo
church, where the rebels had taken
refuge. Mter chopping a hole in the
nave's adobe wall, the attackers
tossed in primitive grenades.

Explosions rocked the interior,
but many of the defenders remained
alive. The men outside peered into
that smoking hell, but hesitated to
enter. Dick Green, with a yell,
rushed in shooting. Where he led,
others followed, and the church soon
fell. Dick Green was severely
wounded but survived and was
taken back to Bent's Fort.

In gratitude for his heroism, Wil
liam Bent granted freedom to the
Greens.

They left the fort in a wagon train
headed for Missouri the following
May and dropped from history's
view. Colorado author, Mark L.
Gardner, however, tells me that
Charlotte Green, alone, shows up on
the 1850 St. Louis census. Either the
marriage had split up, or as seems
more likely, Dick had died from the
effects of his war wound.

What a book Charlotte Green's life
would make, if we only had more in
formation.

MAKE YOUR MARK: RE
MEMBER THE SFTA IN

YOUR WILL
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PIONEER MERCHANTS OF THE LAS VEGAS PLAZA:THE BOOMING TRAIL DAYS
by M. C. Gottschalk

(Marcus Gottschalk, Las Vegas, NM,
is a student at New Mexico High·
lands University in Las Vegas. His
earlier research paper won the SFTA
undergraduate award at the 1999
symposium, and this paper won the
SFTA award for best paper submit
ted by an undergraduate student in
2001. Gottschalk presented a sum
mary of this manuscript at the sym·
posium, and it is here printed in full.
He is the author of Pioneer Mer·
chants oftheLas Vegas Plaza[2000j,
reviewed in May 2001 WT.)
THERE is something in the human
spirit that is both inspired and fasci·
nated by the thought of moving into
and expanding the frontiers of our
societies. In the early 19th century,
the frontier for both the Mexican ter
ritory of New Mexico, as well as the
United States, was the seven hun
dred miles of plains between Mis
souri and New Mexico. These prairie
lands, called Louisiana, were inhab
ited by numerous American Indian
tribes, yet were claimed by the Eng·
lish, Spanish, French, and the Euro
pean colonists of North America who
formed the United States.

Across these plains, following a
network of trails established by ani
mals and utilized by various tribal
Americans over several centuries, a
loosely defined route grew after 1540
through the passage ofexpeditions of
Spanish conquistadors, French fur
trappers, American explorers and
traders, army deserters, and spies,
such as Zebulon Montgomery Pike,
who was allegedly involved in a con
spiracy to make the Louisiana terri
tory a nation independent from the
United States of America.

This overland "route," that led up
river valleys and across dry
stretches ofplains, coalesced into the
Santa Fe Trail after William Beck
nell, an American trader, success·
fully opened commercial ties with
Ne~ Mexico, entering the capital at
Santa Fe on November 16, 1821.
More than a decade later Miguel Ro
mero y Baca and his brothers Vin·
cente, Jose Leon, and Rafael pio
neered a Mexican outpost on the
western edge of these frontier plains,
65 miles east of Santa Fe, at a place
called Las Vegas, or "the meadows."
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A public square, or plaza, was built
at Las Vegas for residential and de
fensive purposes by those who were
granted these meadows by the Mexi
can government as communally
owned lands. Many of these Mexican
pioneers were from San Miguel del
Bado, a settlement located 30 miles
to the west on the Pecos River. Las
Vegas became the first town in New
Mexico to be entered by American
traders after 700 grueling miles on
the Trail from "the states" and the
last town the New Mexican Hispano
traders left behind on their journey
to Missouri.

The trade on the Santa Fe Trail
rapidly transformed this little agrar
ian village into a commercial center,
with the Las Vegas plaza becoming a
vortex of mercantilist activities. The
pioneer merchants of .the Las Vegas
plaza were to forge a major trader
center out of this frontier village that
not only was to rival Santa Fe in im
portance as a trading center, but also
in its own right became the main dis·
tribution center for the entire South
west in the latter Trail days and the
early transcontinental railroad days.

The reason for the growth of Las
Vegas beyond an agricultural center
is its location as a port of entry for or
a port of departure from New Mex
ico. From a bird's eye view, ifone tra
verses the country from the Eastern
manufacturing metropolises directly
southwest across the plains straight
to the urban areas of the Southwest,
avoiding the core of the Rocky Moun
tains, one would pass through the
Las Vegas area. Furthermore, Las
Vegas is situated at the crossing of
the Gallinas river; five miles north
this river has carved a canyon out of
the Sangre de Cristo mountains and
five miles south it has gouged a steep
canyon into the plains. Thus, Las Ve
gas is a portal to the mountains that
one passes into, just as one must exit
the mountains through the Glorieta
Pass on the way to trade in Santa Fe.
Any other attempt to avoid the can
yon to the south of Las Vegas means
many more miles, and dryer miles at
that, added to the trip. The Trail
traders abhorred extra mileage,
since their mule or wagon trains av
eraged only 15 miles a day. Hence,
the Trail crossed the Gallinas at Las
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Vegas and so did the traders.
Another reason the Trail passed

this way was that attempts to reach
Santa Fe through the Texas Panhan·
dIe meant greater risk of native at
tacks, since this route crossed Co
manche lands.] Likewise, the main
reason for the delayed Spanish set
tlement of Las Vegas, which oc·
curred two and a quarter centuries
after the establishment of Santa Fe,
was due to the danger of Indian
raids. Las Vegas, if one can place
boundaries on tribal lands, was
within the domain of the Jicarilla
Apache tribe. War with the native
peoples kept Las Vegans insecure
into the 1860s. The threat to the
Trail business, however, must be
contrasted by the Trail's use as a
supply line for the American effort to
defeat the native tribes, a business
that was profitable to many in Las
Vegas.

The pioneer merchants were indi
viduals of many different nationali
ties, lending a cosmopolitan, as
much as a commercial atmosphere to
the Las Vegas plaza. All of them had
come from elsewhere; many sought
economic opportunity, while perhaps
some simply sought a new lifestyle
that was to be found on the frontier.
Their stores acted as magnets pull·
ing in produce from the growing ru
ral development of eastern New
Mexico, as well as manufactured
goods and cloth from the burgeoning
United States. A study of these im·
port/export mercantile houses on the
Las Vegas plaza reveals that a sub
stantial number of noteworthy Trail
traders located here, traders from
New Mexico, the British Provinces of
Canada, the German countries, Po
land, and the United States. Many of
these foreign men came to Las Vegas
alone or with brothers and typically
married local New Mexican women.
Additionally, Las Vegas' location on
the Trail was so unavoidable that
many merchants from elsewhere in
the Territory of New Mexico invested
in branch outlets in the area of the
plaza. Indeed, on the Trail, Las Ve
gas increasingly became the eco
nomic destination for the goods be
ing transported from the United
States.
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During the three decades follow
ing the American occupation of New
Mexico in 1846, the prosperous com
merce of the Santa Fe Trail was gen
erated by military supply contracts
and the economic development of
New Mexico. The American cam
paign to acquire New Mexico in 1846
had expanded the use of the Santa
Fe Trail, transforming this commer
ciallink between two nations into a
military road of conquest. Supplying
grains and transporting American
goods to the U.S. Army stationed in
New Mexico and beyond became the
primary business for many traders.
The dominance of Las Vegans in
military supply contracts was
largely due to the ideal location of
Las Vegas on the Trail, as well as its
close proximity to the wars against
the Cheyenne and the Comanche
tribes on the plains of Kansas and
Texas. In addition to this economy
based on military contracts, mer
chant pioneers of diverse ethnic
backgrounds developed an economy
in the Territory that was consumer
based. These pioneer merchants
were shippers, importers and export
ers, as well as retailers, who sold
goods to local New Mexicans from
their storehouses. In addition, these
merchants acted as bankers to the
farmers and sheepherders who were
their customers, extending credit to
these producers so they could afford
to buy equipment and provisions,
while debts were typically paid off at
harvest or shearing time. As money
became a necessary means to ac
quire goods and services, New Mexi
cans looked to develop wealth that
they could sell to earn currency.
They exploited natural resources,
such as timber. Wool became the
main export to the United States,
which was accomplished by raisin~

and pasturing huge flocks of sheep.
For the lower classes of New Mexico,
working for the merchants and
freighters on the Trail to transport
goods to and from the U.S. and dis
tribute them throughout the South
west became a typical way to obtain
money.3 No longer just an export
market for the U.S., the Territory of
New Mexico was now connected to
the American economy, making
wealth extraction for export to the
States essential.

There were many different rea
sons why the pioneer merchants
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from foreign lands moved to New
Mexico. For many Americans it was
the U.S. Army. For many French
trappers and traders, like Ceran St.
Vrain, it was an economic opportu
nity after the West had been
"trapped out.,,4 Many Trail mer
chants, however, emigrated to New
Mexico years after the military con
quest, coming primarily from the
Province of Lower Canada, or Que
bec, and the German countries.
Many of these foreigners must have
considered working on the Santa Fe
Trail a great economic opportunity,
bl,lt certainly not one without im
mense effort and risk. One frontiers
man and opera house builder of Las
Vegas, Charles Tamme, came from
the Duchy of Braunschweig, or
Brunswick, a German country.
While studying merchandising in
college, Charlie Tamme "read much
of America and of the wild, free and
adventurous life to be enjoyed in the
far West. He soon manifested his
longing to secure a taste of such un
trammeled life. . . ."5 Or perhaps
many of the young immigrants were
avoiding the draft, as did Charles Il
feld, who was a German Jew from
Homburg vor der Hohe, of the King
dom of Prussia. As one historian
wrote, "with Prussian conscription to
escape and the new world beckoning,
Herman, the second son, already had
made his choice, and Charles, of like
mind, was soon to follow him.'''' Fur
thermore, many traders knew a rela
tive or had family connections that
gave them a start into the Trail mar
ket. For instance, Charles Blan
chard, who studied law in Montreal,
Quebec, followed his uncle Michel
Des Marais to Las Vegas and the
Trail trade. Whatever the varied rea
sons these foreigners had for migrat
ing to New Mexico, it is clear that
many of these French-Canadians,
Germans, and Jews became success
ful as capitalist merchants. These
foreign immigrant merchants owned
a large number of the wholesale
warehouses and the retail shops at
the Las Vegas plaza in the latter
Trail days and the early railroad
days.

Initially, the Trail trade had been
implemented by Missourians who
had access to wholesale goods and fi
nancial backing. They traveled to the
Territorio de Santa Fe de Nuevo Mex
ico of the Republic of Mexico and of-
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tentimes traveled on to Mexican
markets with wagon trains loaded
with tools, provisions, and special
ties for sale. Some New Mexicans
could afford to buy the American
goods with gold they mined from the
Ortiz Mountains. Then, as Susan
Calafate Boyle, a historian of the
Santa Fe Trail, observed, "regardless
of the reasons, 1839 witnessed a sig
nificant change in the direction of
trade from New Mexico [to Mis
souri]."? Many New Mexicans had
been accustomed to embarking on
annual trade caravans to Mexican
towns, such as Chihuahua and
Durango, maintaining an economic
connection to the Mexican nation.
However, in 1839, New Mexican
trade caravans, typically comprised
of over a hundred wagons that were
owned by numerous merchants, be
gan traveling to Missouri. Perhaps
one of the reasons that these His
pano traders turned to the east in
1839 was that the pioneers of Las
Vegas had now established a perma
nent and continuous settlement on
New Mexico's eastern frontier.8 The
Mexican war changed this commer
cial intercourse between the two na
tions, because during the years of
war and subjugation fulfilling the
needs of the U.S. Army preponder
ated all other Trail trade.

Not surprisingly, following the
American annexation of New Mex
ico, the Trail traders who were able
to win the government contracts to
supply the military became the most
successful merchants. According to
the 1860 Territorial Census of New
Mexico, nearly all of the largest for
eign Trail traders were involved in
military supply contracts. What is
not widely known is that the most
successful foreign traders had a close
association with Las Vegas. In 1860,
the wealthiest of the foreign mer
chants with assets of over $200,000
was Ceran St. Vrain, a Frenchman
from St. Louis.9

. St. Vrain was a
former business partner of Charles
Bent, a Trail trader who established
Bent's Fort in what is now southern
Colorado. Bent was later appointed
the first Territorial Governor of New
Mexico. Ceran St. Vrain, a resident
of Mora, a settlement thirty miles
north of Las Vegas, built two water
powered gristmills to make flour to
sell to the Army, a business that be
came very substantial. For instance,
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in July 1862, he sold 600,000 Ibs. of
flour to the government. Problems
arose for St. Vrain over how to trans
port flour and corn across the Sangre
de Cristo Mountains during the win
ter months when roads were often
impassible, from one of his mills
near Taos, which was located about
seventy miles to the west of Fort Un
ion. JO Thus, St. Vrain's logistical
need for warehouse space for grain
storage due to his extensive opera
tions, as well as times of inclement
weather, prompted him to purchase
a storehouse on the southeastern
corner of the Las Vegas plaza for a
granary.ll

The first French-Canadian mer
chant to reside in Las Vegas was Mi
chel "Miguel" Des Marais, a trapper
and trader, who came to the New
Mexico area in 1837 and became a
naturalized citizen of Mexico. J2 Just
as the original French-Canadian
trappers who explored New Mexico
in the 18th century, Des Marais oc
casioned and maintained legal
status in Taos, since it was close to
the wilderness regions of the Rocky
Mountains. 13 In 1852, Michel moved
to Las Vegas with his wife Deluvina
Vigil and eventually bought the
home of fellow Frenchman, Rever
end Francisco Pinard.14 The Des Ma
rais family attracted many other
French merchants to Las Vegas.
Charles Blanchard married their
daughter Margarita, Avila A. Sene
cal married their daughter Emma,
and Michel's nephew Frederick es
tablished a store on the south side of
the plaza with business partner Oc
tavion Geoffrion.!5 Michel declared
property assets of $15,000 in 1860.16

When Miguel died in 1871, Blan
chard and trader Joab Bernard as
sessed the value of the Des Marais
estate at $12,000 for Deluvina Des
Marais, Michel's heir.!7 The French
merchants who established success
ful stores in Las Vegas, all of whom
were Catholic, became an important
component of the commercial and
cultural growth of Las Vegas.18

Another large military supply
contractor was New Yorker William
H. Moore, who was the sutler at Fort
Union. With assets totaling
$165,000 in 1860, his estate being
second in size only to St. Vrain's
among the foreign traders, Moore
opened up a branch outlet at Te
colote, a settlement ten miles to the

10

west ofLas Vegas along the Santa Fe
Trail. 19 Needing assistance in his
mercantile efforts, Moore made
Charles Kitchen of Las Vegas a part
ner. 20 Other traders who were suc
cessful in obtaining military con
tracts were Frank Kihlberg and
George Maxwell. Before coming to
Las Vegas, Kihlberg, from Mobile,
AL, had been working for Frederick
Cordes & Co., a German company
doing business in Caracas, Vene
zuela. In 1853, Kihlberg took a job as
a clerk for Connelly & Mitchell, of
Las Vegas, and later established a
general merchandise store with mer
chant George Merritt. In 1864, Kihl
berg, who owned a wagon train num
bering 30 wagons, and his wife Lena
Hoffelmann, bought the building
General Stephen W. Kearny's proc
lamation was read upon the plaza in
1846, for $1,200. In 1869, he deliv
ered military supplies from the Kan
sas forts, such as Fort Harker, to
forts in Colorado and New Mexico?!
George Maxwell, a New Yorker, con
tracted with the Army to supply 500
fanegas of corn in 1863.22 Maxwell
and his wife Luisa Ortiz purchased a
building on the northeast corner of
the plaza from the Romeros for a
residence and warehouse.23 There
fore, t.he growing Las Vegas economy
had a great deal to do with its strate
gic position in gathering provisions
to supply nearby army forts.

Other wealthy American traders
did not rely solely on military con
tracts.24 Connelly & Mitchell, a mer
cantile company, was located on the
southwest corner of the plaza.25 Dr.
Henry Connelly, from Nelson
County, KY, declared assets of
$142,000 on the 1860 Territorial
Census, the second wealthiest
American in New Mexico, while Ed
ward F. Mitchell, from illinois, a~
parently made no declarations. 6

Connelly, one of the earliest Trail
traders, spent 20 years conducting
Trail b\1siness from Chihuahua,
MexicoP Connelly & Mitchell was
established following Connelly's re
turn from Mexico in 1848. In 1853,
the company bought Levi Keithley's
mill and trading post, located about
a half mile south of the plaza.28 Con
nelly's business was considered the
largest mercantile establishment in
the Territory, while the store in Las
Vegas, managed by Edward
Mitchell, was the most successful of
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his four outlets. The other three
stores were located in Santa Fe, Al
buquerque, and Peralta, ten miles
south of Albuquerque on the Rio
Grande, where Connelly maintained
his residence.29 In 1861, President
Abraham Lincoln appointed Con
nelly as New Mexico's Territorial
Governor. The following year, war
with the Confederate States erupted
in New Mexico. In 1862, Las Vegas
became the Territorial capital dur
ing the months of March and April,
when Confederate troops forced the
Union Army to retreat from Santa
Fe, the capital, to Fort Union. Terri
torial Governor Henry Connelly fol
lowed the Union troops, which were
led by Major Julian Donaldson, with
drawing the Executive Department
of the Territory from Santa Fe to his
store on the plaza at Las Vegas.300n
March 11, Connelly wrote to Secre
tary of State William Seward that
"the capital having been abandoned
by the United States forces, I came in
company with them, and I have for
the present established the Execu
tive Department at Las Vegas.'",1

During the Civil War crisis in
New Mexico, the quartermaster at
Fort Union, John C. McFerran, was
faced with the location, purchase,
and transport of critical provisions
for the Union army, while being se
verely short of funds. In late 1861,
the Army ran out of gold and silver
currency, while few local suppliers
were willing to sell to the govern
ment on credit. Mter McFerran
drained his own savings, he turned
to William Moore, the sutler. Moore
offered substantial aid to the Army
throughout the Civil War, but even
his help was not sufficient to meet
the extraordinary needs. for this mili
tary effort. When other merchants
like St. Vrain had no extra money,
Miguel Romero and his son Trinidad,
Trail merchant Francisco Lopez, and
shepherd and Trail freighter Ru
mauldo Baca volunteered $800 in
currency to assist the Army.32
McFerran used this financial help to
contract with William Moore for
1,000,000 lbs. of corn, Moore &
Kitchen for 250,000 Ibs. of flour,
John Dold for 500,000 Ibs. of corn
and Andres Dold for 180,000 Ibs. of
wheat.33 In this time of need, the
Army had looked for help from Las
Vegas merchants, which exhibited
the strength of the local economy.
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This episode also displays that resi
dent Hispano merchants of the Las
Vegas plaza were already profiting
greatly from the Santa Fe Trail
trade.

In the 1860s, the presence of this
rising class of Hispano merchants
became more visible as more stores
owned by New Mexicans were
opened on the Las Vegas plaza. A
traveler who passed through Las Ve
gas in 1864 commented, "many Mex
ican citizens by industry and expen
ditures of the United States govern
ment, have grown from small begin
nings to wealth and influence...."34
The most significant of these His
pano merchant families were the Ro
meros. In 1830, Miguel Romero had
married Maria Josepha Gregorio
Delgado, whose family owned part of
the gold mine at Dolores, 38 miles
south of Santa Fe in the Ortiz Moun
tains.35 At the mines in Dolores, Ro
mero ran a mercantile store for New
Mexican Governor Manuel Armijo,
one of the major Hispano traders on
the Trail before the American occu
pation.36 After General Kearny de
clared Santa Fe to be American terri
tory in 1846, he appointed Romero,
among only a handful of appoint
ments made, as a judge in the Plac
ers district, which defined all the
mines in the Ortiz Mountains ra
gion.37 The nomination ofMiguel Ro
mero to this office exhibited both the
knowledge and trust the Americans
had of Romero and their acknowl
edgment of the economic importance
of the gold mines south of Santa Fe.
Indeed, Dr. Frederick Adophus
Wislizenus, from Konigsee, of the
German Thiiringen States, financed
and led an expedition to Mexico in
1846. En route, he visited the mines
in the Ortiz Mountains on July 10,
1846, which had already attracted
numerous miners from the United
States. Wislizenus wrote, "the old
Placer is a very promising place for
mines. The gold ores there were dis
covered by mere accident in 1828,
and gold washings established; but
besides that, the ground is barely
touched, and will yet open rich treas
ures to the mining enchanter, who
knows how to unlock them.,,38

These mines were essential to the
New Mexican economy in the early
Santa Fe Trail years, one source esti
mating that the Placers mines were
providing $200,000 of currency a
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year.39 Dr. Wislizenus added that he
could not estimate the value of the
gold that the mines produced, but
that "nearly aU the gold is bought up
by the traders, and smuggled out of
the country to the United States, I
believe a closer calculation of the
gold produced in New Mexico [at
Placers] could be made in the differ
ent mints of the United States than
in Mexico itself.,,40 The Romeros
later sold their part of the Dolores
mine to Indian Superintendent Mi
chael Steck, who bought it on behalf
of the New Mexico Mining Company
in 1867.41 Therefore, not only did the
Placer gold mines benefit the Rome
ros and other Hispano mercantile ef
forts, but they also gave New Mexi
cans a source ofcurrency to purchase
consumer items from traders in the
early years of the Santa Fe Trai1.42

From their economic involvement
in trade with the Americans, the Ro
mero family must have recognized
the commercial opportunity that the
location of their house on the Las Ve
gas plaza and the Santa Fe Trail of
fered after New Mexico became a ter
ritory of the United States. The Ro
meros had resided in Las Vegas on a
seasonal basis until 1851, when the
whole family moved to Las Vegas
and took up permanent residence.
Miguel took up jobbing, or the buy
ing and reselling of, groceries and
freighting on the Trail, while Jose
pha operated a creamery out of their
home on the plaza, making butter
and cheese.43 This Hispano family
was to lead the way for other His
pano merchants in Las Vegas and in
evitably had the largest effect on the
continued growth of the plaza.

A family closely related to the Ro
meros was the Lopez family. Fran
cisco Lopez, from Agua Fria, a settle
ment next to Santa Fe, was an origi
nal settler of the Las Vegas land
grant. Lopez started a freighting
business on the Trail, with his
seventeen-year-old son Lorenzo join
ing him in 1854.44 Governor Con
nelly appointed Lorenzo Lopez a Ma
jor in the Second New Mexico Militia
in 1861.45 Francisco and Petra Lopez
owned large tracts of land just south
of the plaza and in 1863 Francisco
bought James Broadwell's two-story
storehouse on the south side of the
plaza.46 They later offered their
house on Pacific Street to the Italian
Jesuits for classroom space.47 The
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Jesuits taught the three Rs, English,
Spanish, French, Italian, Latin, His
tory, Geography, Piano or Organ,
and Bookkeeping.48 Two of the
Lopez' daughters, Valeria and Maria
Ascencion, married Trinidad and
Eugenio Romero, respectively.49
These two Romeros, both sons of
Miguel and Josepha, built the first
Romero store on the south side of the
plaza, a two-story adobe building. T.
Romero & Bro. had purchased this
property from John Dold, who was
involved in the selling of all the von
Grolman properties in 1864.50 Al
though the Romeros and Lopezes
were to be the most dominant His
pano families in Las Vegas for dec
ades to come, they certainly were
only part of the New Mexican resur
gence on the plaza.

The first recorded New Mexican to
buy property on the plaza was Anto
nio Baca y Baca in February 1857.51
Baca bought the American Hotel for
$800 from the Connelly and Dr. Ste
phen and Helen Boice and made it
into his storehouse.52 Antonio Baca y
Baca was a merchant who listed
$2,500 worth of real estate in 1870.53
Santiago Ortega, an original settler
of Las Vegas in 1835, leased store
space from Antonio Baca in the east
ern portion of this building.54 Fur
ther, Trail trader Tomas Dolores
Cabeza de Baca, who was married to
Estefana Delgado, Josepha Delgado
de Romero's sister, moved into a
building owned by the Romeros on
the northeast corner of the plaza.55
Tomas was the son of Luis Maria
Cabeza de Baca, the first settler of
Upper Las Vegas. Tomas and Este
fana owned $800 dollars worth of
property in 1860.56 Another family
related to the Romeros acquired the
buildings owned by Ceran St. Vrain
on the southeast corner of the plaza.
Maria de Jesus "Jesusita" Ulibarri
and Jesus Gonzales occupied this
corner of the plaza in the late 1860s
through the 1870s.57 Jesus and Je
susita Gonzales's son was Trail
freighter Dionicio Gonzales, who was
married to Miguel and Josepha
Romera's daughter Manuela. In De
cember 1867, the Gonzaleses ob
tained from the mercantile firm of
the Spiegelberg Brothers, of Santa
Fe, "ten freight wagons with all the
appurtenances thereto for freighting
purposes and one hundred oxen
marked and branded for a future
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payment of $4866.12.58 Three gen
erations of the Gonzales family, Je
sus and Jesusita, Jesus' brother Hi
lario, Dionicio, as well as his son
Adelaido, all combined their efforts
to establish a successful mercantile
business on the plaza.59

Another Hispano merchant, Fran
cisco Manzanares, who was the In
dian Agent for the Ute and Apache
tribes for the Lincoln administra
tion, established an outlet on the
south side of the plaza. Manzanares,
who was from Abiquiu, a town west
of the confluence of the Chama River
and the Rio Grande, left New Mexico
in the early 1860s, ventured to a
New York City business school, and
then took a banking job. He returned
to the West to work as a clerk for the
firm Chick, Browne & Co., which
was a commission house that was
following the Kansas Pacific Rail
road from terminal town to terminal
town as it moved west through Kan
sas and Colorado.60 In 1871, Man
zanares made a rental agreement
with Trinidad and Eugenio Romero
for a branch outlet on the plaza,
managed by J. Horen.61 Manzanares
eventually bought into his employ
ers' business and the commission
house was then known as Browne &
Manzanares, a year before it arrived
in Las Vegas with the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad.

Another major Hispano trader
who owned property on the plaza
was Bernalillo resident Jose Lean
dro Perea.62 His two-story adobe
storehouse was next door to Fran
cisco Lopez' building on the south
side of the plaza. Perea was listed on
1860 and 1870 Territorial Census as
the wealthiest man in New Mexico,
owning huge flocks of sheep, with as
sets of more than $225,000 in 1860
and assets of $400,000 in 1870.63 One
historian noted, "in 1867 Jose Lean
dro Perea, by now one of the wealthi
est men in New Mexico, outfitted an
other large train that carried wool to
Kansas City and returned with mer
chandise, an o£eration that took
prace annually." 4 Jose Librado Gu
rule, a muleteer on the Perea cara
van in 1867, stated that "Las Vegas
was the starting point of the big ad
venture as well as the meeting place
for those who wished to add their
wagons and carretas to the train."65
Thus, Las Vegas was the gathering
and staging area for the trading
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caravans before they embarked to
Missouri. Therefore, Jose Leandro
Perea must have thought it advanta
geous to establish a store and ware
house on the plaza, due to its vitallo
cation on the Santa Fe Trail. His
brother Juan managed the business
in Las Vegas, which also involved
the pasturing of a large number of
sheep.66 Jose and Juan's caravans
had journeyed to Mexico four times
and twice to Missouri between 1839
and the American possession of New
Mexico. Juan also listed substantial
assets on the 1860 Territorial Cen
sus, totaling $36,500.67 Thus, the
evidence demonstrates that numer
ous successful Hispano merchants
located stores on the plaza, even
though the 1870 Territorial Census
does not list one Hispano merchant
for Las Vegas.68

Furthermore, there were many
Hispanos from Las Vegas who
worked on the Santa Fe Trail as
freighters. A freighter was a subcon
tractor for the merchant or the gov
ernment contractor and was typi
cally only concerned with the safe
transport of goods. The freighter was
distinct from the teamster in that
the freighter owned his mule or ox
train, while the teamster was simply
hire.d as a driver. For example, An
dres Dold used a number of freight
ing subcontractors to transport
goods for his own mercantile store
as well as to fill military contracts.69

His books indicate that in 1865 he
hired many prominent Hispanos for
these jobs, including Hilario Gon
zales, Dionicio Gonzales, Nasario
Gallegos, and Manuel Romero, who
was Miguel Romero's nephew. On
one occasion, in April 1866, Andres
sent a box of lemon sugar, free of
freight charges, as a favor for Frank
Kihlberg along with a wagon train
he sent to Fort Sumner. The lemon
sugar never arrived in Fort Sumner
and the freighters, Albino and Ante
nacio Garcia, were docked $12 from
their freighting charges.7°

From a controversy that arose
over the existence of the Navajo and
Apache Bosque Redondo Reserva
tion near Fort Sumner in New Mex
ico, a number of these Las Vegas
freighters can be ascertained. Mter
an Apache raid at Chaperito, a small
village about 20 miles southeast of
Las Vegas on the Gallinas River,
that resulted in some deaths and sto-
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len livestock, County Probate Judge
Miguel Romero y Baca wrote a letter
to the Santa Fe newspaper, The New
Mexican, dated June 23,1864, which
was published August 21. He con
demned the reservation, where star
vation was prevalent, as the source
of the Apaches who committed the
raid on Chaperito and said that the
natives should instead be given a
reservation along the Little Colorado
in northern Arizona. A group of con
cerned plaza merchants and freight
ers sent their sharp response on Sep
tember 20, 1864, clarifying that the
Apache raid was carried out by non
reservation Apaches and that Ro
mero, "had lost over one third of his
stock not due to Indians but to lazi
ness in setting his animals out to
graze. . . . [His] claim was that it
was useless to put them out in the
pastures for the Indians to steal."
Nevertheless, these plaza merchants
and freighters were quite worried
about any lost business that would
be caused by the closing of the
Bosque Redondo Reservation. Sign
ing the editorial response were plaza
merchants Michel Des Marais, Wil
liam Moore, Andres Dold, Charles
Kitchen, May Hays, Arthur Morri
son, and Joab Bernard as well as Las
Vegas freighters Tomas and Jose Ra
fael Montoya, Jose and Domingo
Pena, Lorenzo Tafoya, Santiago
Otero [Ortega?], M. Sena, Felipe
Martin, Andres Trujillo, and Jose
Manuel Angel.71

In addition to these freighters,
Manuel Baca y Ortiz, Ismael Del
gado, Narciso Otero, Juan Rivera,
and Andres Trujillo were Hispano
freighters from Las Vegas listed on
the 1870 Census.72 Some of the
freighters boasted very large invest
ments. For instance, Trail freighter
Rumauldo Baca owned a reported 30
wagons and 500 oxen.73 Any of these
individuals may have rented space
on or near the plaza and it is likely
some did, but unfortunately there is
scarce information on those who
rented commercial space on the
plaza until the commencement ofthe
Las Vegas city directories in the
1880s.

The economic benefit from the "In
dian Wars" became apparent to Las
Vegans following the acquisition of
New Mexico by the United States.
Fort Union was built to protect the
Santa Fe Trail from several tribes,
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and the subsequent military supply
contracts were an obvious boon to
the local economy. In addition, as
has been shown, many merchants
and freighters of the Las Vegas plaza
were concerned about the lost busi·
ness caused by the closing of the
Bosque Redondo reservation. Fur
ther, Las Vegas merchants were
hired to directly supply campaigns
against the plains tribes. For exam·
pIe, the Romeros' mule trains were
hired to support Major William R.
Price's 1874-1875 campaign against
the Comanche, Kiowa, Cheyenne,
and Arapaho tribes.14 The Romeros
provisioned the "Red River wars,"
with their mule trains that were re
quired to travel 25 miles a day, about
10 miles a day more than normal.
During the campaign, Colonel Nel
son A. Miles commandeered the Ro
mero trains until they were not
needed any longer. Miles was con
cerned that the Romeros would
abandon their task when their con
tract expired, which occurred before
the end of the campaign. The army
utilized the Romero mules for three
months, for which the U.S. govern
ment was billed $25,730. Many more
military supply contracts were
awarded to the Romeros during the
1870s.15 Another benefit of the de
mise of Indian hostilities was found
in the utilization of pasturelands
from which the Indians were cleared.
In September 1881, Rumauldo Baca
renegotiated a partido contract, or
an income agreement to share sheep
flocks, with Jose Leandro Perea, who
was said to own the largest flocks in
New Mexico, a conservative estimate
being 75,000 sheep.16 In this renego
tiation, Baca was to take on 4,000
new lambs, in addition to 4,000 al
ready in his possession, and pasture
them in the panhandle of Texas,
which recently had been Comanche
domain.77 Thus it is clear that many
of the Las Vegas merchants partici
pated in and took advantage of the
destructive war against the region's
tribes.

One of the last caravans to be at
tacked on the Santa Fe Trail was a
wagon train led by Charles Blan
chard. Blanchard, one of the French
Canadian merchants of Las Vegas,
came to work for his Uncle Michel in
1864. In 1868, Blanchard's wagon
train, pulled by oxen, freighted wool
to Ellsworth, KS, a new terminus of
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the Kansas Pacific Railroad. After
the trek, he traded the wool, his ox
team, and $2,000 for a mule train
that consisted of 67 mules, 12 wag
ons, and 2 horses.18 Blanchard and
his crew of thirteen loaded the new
wagon train with supplies for the re
turn trip. After a few days of travel,
about 100 mounted Cheyennes inter
cepted Blanchard's train, taking or
scaring off all his mules and horses.
Blanchard and his crew, their lives
spared, walked back to Fort Dodge,
Kansas. The government awarded
Charles Blanchard $9,000 for his
losses, of which half was paid in the
first five years and half was paid
forty years later in 1908.79 Nonethe
less, especially when freighters could
sue for losses incurred due to raids. it
can be seen that the Trail traders
benefited a great deal more than
they lost from the conflict with the
Indians.8o

In the 1870s, many Jewish mer
chants from German countries es
tablished mercantile houses on the
plaza, which were involved in both
military contracts and commercial
distribution. Marcus Brunswick, a
German Jew, "was one of the largest
military contractors in New Mexico,
holding contracts in 1882 to furnish
grain to at least seven different
posts.,,81 Brunswick had maintained
a store on the plaza, in different loca
tions, since the mid-1860s. His ini
tial start into the mercantile busi
ness in Las Vegas was in partner
ship with Jacob Hecht, who held
$15,000 of assets in 1870.82 The firm
Dittenhoefer & Cohen and its later
incarnation as Dittenhoefer & Hom
berger & Co. also maintained a store
on the plaza during the 1860s when
they were contracting with the mili
tary. In early 1864, Dittenhoefer &
Cohen supplied 500 fanegas of corn
to the western forts.83 Clearly, mili
tary contracts were a major source of
revenue for many of the Jewish mer
chants who were attempting to suc
ceed on the frontier.

Other Jewish merchants, how
ever, were more focused on the com
mercial distribution of consumer
goods from the eastern industrial
centers, as well as the development
of an economic base in rural New
Mexico to support such trade. Fur
ther, Jewish firms from elsewhere in
the region, such as the Jaffa Broth
ers and the Spiegelberg Brothers, es-
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tablished outlets in Las Vegas.84 The
Spiegelberg Brothers of Santa Fe lo
cated an outlet on South Pacific
Street, the road that the Santa Fe
Trail followed as it departed the
southwest corner of the plaza.85 The
Jaffa Brothers had an established
store in Trinidad, CO, and after
managing two stores on the Las Ve
gas plaza, Nathan Jaffa, along with
W. S. Prager, located a store in
Roswell, NM, in southeastern New
Mexico. One historian said, "the firm
has built up the largest trade in the
[pecos] valley.'>86 Other Jewish mer
chant families resided in Las Vegas.
Samuel Kohn, a dealer in wool from
Pilsen, in the Bohemian province of
the Austrian Empire, owned a shop
on the east side of the plaza and, fol
lowing his death in 1877, his wife
Yetta Kohn, a tailor, continued the
business and later opened a shop on
Bridge St.87 Moses Friedman and his
two sons, Myer and Hyman, who spe
cialized in wool and hides, rented a
store in a two-story adobe on the
southeastern corner of the plaza in
the 1870s from Jesusita Gonzales.88

Isidor Stern and his partner Marcus
Zuckerberg traded on the Trail bef
ore Stern opened a store on the south
side of the plaza.89 Joseph and
Emanuel Rosenwald, Jews from Dit
tenhofen, a village in the Kingdom of
Bayern, or Bavaria, were Trail mer
chants doing business as Joseph Ro
senwald and Company. In the late
1860s, the Rosenwalds fIlled mili
tary contracts, supplying corn to
Fort Bascom and Fort Sumner.90 In
the 1870s, the Rosenwalds leased a
store location from the Romeros in
their two-story adobe commercial
building.91 On June 8, 1877, a large
conflagration started in the Fried
man or the Rosenwald wool ware
house and destroyed half the block
on the south side of the plaza, seem
ing to forebode the coming changes
that the railroad was to bring to the
plaza.92

Halting the flames of the big fire
was the renovation of an adobe
building on the south side of the
plaza. The removal of the front
wooden balcony of this building for
renovation appears to have hindered
the further spread of the fire, while
the adobe structure survived the
conflagration. Merchant Charles Il
feld was renovating this building for
a hotel, called the Jewett House,
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which previously had been the Perea
store and in 1877 had been defaulted
on by the Labadie family.93 Ilfeld had
started his career in New Mexico
with A. Letcher & Co, of Taos, NM.
In 1867, Adolf Letcher and junior
partner Charles ilfeld moved their
mercantile operations from Taos to
Las Vegas with the aid of a hundred
mules, in belief that the economy in
Las Vegas held greater opportunity
than the older trade center ofTaos. A
few years after the move to Las Ve
gas, ilfeld bought out Letcher.94

Later, in 1882, Jean and Mathilde
Pendaries sold their adobe building
on the north side of the plaza to
Charles Ilfeld; their saloon was then
removed to make room for Ilfeld's
three-story department store, called
the Great Emporium.95 Ilfeld whole
saled and retailed from basic items
to paints, stoves, and wagons. He
held an exclusive in Las Vegas on the
clothing patterns made by the But
terick Publishing Company.96 The
Las Vegas Daily Optic later ex
claimed, '''Chas. Ilfeld, jobber and re
tailer of general merchandise,' says
the modest business card, giving but
a faint idea of the largest and finest
department house in all the South
west.,,97

Thus, it is apparent that the plaza
at Las Vegas was home to an incredi
ble concentration of merchants and
freighters, or their businesses, dur
ing the Trail days. These pioneer
merchants from so many different
cultures worked together, and at
times apart, to make this little fron
tier town, albeit briefly, a critical
center of commerce. The large
number of merchants and freighters
in Las Vegas must have created a
very bustling, commercially-minded
culture, one that surely was a great
deal different than when Las Vegas
was a frontier agrarian village, as
well as a U.S. army post. Las Vegas
had become a Territorial boomtown
on the Santa Fe Trail, yet through
out the seventies most everyone
must have been thinking about the
COI1ling of the railroad.98

The advance of the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad across
the plains from Missouri took nearly
the entire decade of the 1870s. Those
who worked on the Trail were haul
ing goods from Kit Carson or Las
Animas, Colorado, or Dodge City,
Kansas, instead of the Kansas City,
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Missouri, area.99 By 1870, they knew
the day was near when the railroad
would make their job obsolete. The
wars against the few remaining free
bands of tribal Americans were
nearly over, the buffalo were nearly
gone, and the vehicles that would
bring connection to the industrial
ized world economy were only a few
hundred miles away. The economic
conquest that followed the political
annexation of the Southwest was
nearing its culmination. Or as one
historian put it, "commerce, not the
invader, is, after all, the con
queror."lOO The Santa Fe Trail was
now seen as it really was, a tempo
rary means oftransporting goods un
til industry could catch up with the
American pioneers. In this regard,
the Trail was similar to the cattle
drives to Kansas, and the Trail
freighter was similar to the Texas
cowboy. The day of the frontier was
at twilight, while the morning of
progress was now the Promised
Land.

Hundreds of years after the colo
nization ofthe New World, the Span
ish, the English, and the French, as
well as immigrants of German, Jew
ish, Polish, and Mrican-American
descent, came together to pioneer a
mercantile way-station on the west
ern edge of the Great Plains, which
was the home to many tribes of Indi
ans and herds of buffalo.101 The
Santa Fe Trail, which was initially
opened by commerce, then utilized
for conquest, became the bridge be
tween the independent republics of
Mexico and the United States. The
Americans, who expropriated the
original English colonies, brought
their cultural forms and tastes to the
conquered lands of New Mexico.

Quickly, the plaza at Las Vegas
was more American than New Mexi
can, exhibited by the new American
residents creating a Territorial
styled architecture. In subsequent
years, the American presence waned
with the resurgence of New Mexican
merchants and an influx of immi
grant Sa'nta Fe Trail traders from
Lower Canada and the German
countries. The Santa Fe Trail, how
ever, was a temporary means of
transport until the railroads could be
extended to the West. As the Trail
ended and the frontier was breached
by these industrial-age transconti·
nental rail lines, Las Vegas became
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the critical distribution and commer
cial center for the Southwest. While
the rail line skirted the plaza atLas
Vegas to the east, yet altogether ig
nored the plaza at Santa Fe, the con
centration of so many established
Trail merchants maintained the im
portance of the plaza for several
years into the 1880s. In 1883, the
mixture of industrial products, tech·
nology, and an ethnically diverse
population of merchants, created a
cosmopolitan Victorian cityscape. In
half a century, the Las Vegas plaza
had been a New Mexican village, an
army post, the temporary Territorial
capital, a Trail boomtown, a site of
the ''Wild West," as well as the finan
cial and mercantile capital of the
Southwest.

The growth of Las Vegas as a com
mercial center continued to the end
of the century, many people at the
time believing that Las Vegas was to
become the largest and most impor
tant city in the Territory.102 But it
was not to be. By 1912, the so-called
"Belen Cut-Off," a rail line connect
ing Amarillo, TX, and Belen, NM,
about 30 miles to the south of Albu
querque, replaced the line through
Las Vegas as the main route for
cargo being transported from the
eastern cities. This new cargo route
was built to avoid Raton Pass, the
7,834-foot high pass 120 miles north
of Las Vegas that the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad crossed.
When eastern goods no longer
passed through Las Vegas, the rea
sons that the merchant pioneers
came across hundreds of miles of
plains were obliterated. Las Vegas
was no longer the portal to the
Southwest.
NOTES

1. Due to the close proximity to the buffalo
herds and the Comanche tribes of the
Great Plains, many buffalo hunting por
ties and megal trade expeditions were
led from Las Vegas. The buffalo hunters
were called dbo/eros and those who
traded megally with the Indians were
called Comancheros.

2. Consider these comments by the United
States Department of Agriculture about
New Mexican wool production: "The
quaUty of both mutton and wool pro
duced is of a superior character. The
wool cUp of 1867 amounted to two and
a half mnlion pounds and has since in 
creased. In San Miguel County, the best
pasturage in the Territory, about three
hundred thousand sheep are owned.
and during part of Ihe year. including
these. from seven hundred thousand 10
eight hundred thousand are postured...
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This industry is crippled. however, by the
diffICulty of getting it to marl<et. transpor
tation costing as much as the original
value of the wool." Horace Capron, Re
port of the Commissioner of Agriculture
for the Year 1869 (Washington: Govern
ment Printing Office, 1870). 621. Jim
Whitmore. a Las Vegan who could re 
member those times, reported that
wagons full of harvested wool would line
up from the Plaza for four m~es south to
Romeroville. Historical Methods Semi
nars. Interviews with Pioneers (Las Ve
gas: New Mexico Highlands University.
1950). 98. Trinidad and Eugenio Romero
were the founders of Romeroville.

3. Jose Librado Gurule, a muleteer or mule
driver. stated that he earned $8 for worl<
ing on an II-month caravan in 1867.
Marc Simmons. ed., On the Santa Fe Trail
(La'Nfence: University Press of Kansas,
1986).132.

4. David Lavender. Bent's Fort (Garden City.
NY: Doubleday & Company, 1954), 48.

5. Anonymous. Illustrated History of New
Mexico (Chicago: Lewis Publishing
Company. 1895).327. Charles Tamme.
freighter. frontier farmer, cowboy. stock.
raiser. and miller. did indeed taste the
untrammeled fife of the West. having
narroVv1y escaped death three times
from the hands of Indians, and once
clung to a sapling just beyond the reach
of a bear. Tamme and his friend George
W. Ward. having met while both worl<ed
for the United States Hotel in Trinidad,
CO. head waiter and chief cool<, re
spective�y'opened the Monarch Billiard
Hall on the corner of Railroad Avenue
and East Centre St. in NewTown. being
the first saloon to open in New Town af 
terthe AT&SFRR arrived in Las Vegas. San
Miguel County Deed Bool< 20. 524.
Tamme and Ward opened an opera
house six doors to the south of the Mon 
arch Hall on Railroad Ave. in 1882.
Sanborn-Perris Map Co.. Insurance
Maps of Las Vegas. San Miguel County,
New Mexico (New Yorl<: Sanborn-Perris
Map Co.. October 1883). plate 2. Soon
after, in 1886, actor Frederick. Warde
convinced Tamme to construct a larger
opera house, a huge stone structure
called the Tamme Opera House on
Douglas Avenue. which was later
owned by James S. Duncan. Tamme
went bankrupt due to the opera house
investment. For biographical notes, see
Anonymous. Illustrated. 326-330; Miguel
Antonio Otero. My Life on the Frontier
/864-1882 (New Yorl<: Press of the Pio
neers. 1935). 103-104: "Building Edition."
Las Vegas Daily Optic, April 1899, 26;
George B. Anderson. History of New
Mexico: Its Resources and People (Los
Angeles: Pacific Stated Publishing Co..
1907), 590. Miguel Otero. Jr. said that
Charlie Tamme "was as gentle and I<ind
as a woman and as honest as the day is
long." Otero. Frontier, 103.

6. William J. Parish, The Charles Ilfeld Com
pany (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1961). 11.

7. Susan Calafate Boyle. Los Capitalistas:
Hispano Merchants and the Santa Fe
Trade (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1997), 60.

8. Numerous sources support the view that
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the Mexican settlers occupied Las Ve
gas at its inception only during the
warmer months of the year. Concerned
that Indian raids on the new settlement
during the winter months would mal<e
them dangerously stranded, the settlers
chose to occupy the meadows at the
Gallinas River on a seasonal basis. while
some settlers were reluctant to pioneer
this frontier at all. The frst recorded
death at Las Vegas in winter months was
in 1838, indicating this was probably the
first winter it was a successful and con 
tinuous settlement. It is important to note
that the trade caravans to Missouri often
returned in late fall and early winter. The
establishment of Las Vegas as a year
round settlement gave the incoming
caravans a protective destination bef
ore having to cross the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains in winter. See Anselmo F. Ar
rellano and Jufian Josue Vig~. Las Vegas
Grandes on the Gallinas 1835-/985 (Las
Vegas: Editorial Telerana, 1985). 14. 15.

9. Boyle, Capitalistas, 149.
10. Darlis A. Miller, Soldiers and Settlers: Mili

tary Supply in the Southwest, 1861-1865
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press. 1989). 17,33.131.

11. San Miguel County Deed Bool< 42, 571.
12. Milton W. Calion. Las Vegas, New Mex

ico ... The Town That Wouldn't Gamble
(Las Vegas: Las Vegas Daily Optic,
19621.26.

13. Virginia L. Olmsted, trans., Spanish and
Mexican Colonial Censuses of New Mex
ico: 1790, 1823, 1845 (Albuquerque: New
Mexico Genealogical Society, Inc.•
1875).281.

14. San Miguel County Deed Bool< 2, 150.
15. Ibid., 16. 187, 190; H. T. Wilson, Historical

Sketch of Las Vegas, New Mexico (Chi
cago: Hotel World Publishing Co., 1880),
advertisement poge viii.

16. Boyle, Capitalistas. 150.
17. San Miguel County Deed Bool< 6.66. Ber

nard was from Virginia and fived 11
years across from the Des Marais family
in the Whitlocl< house with his wife Luisa.
See San Miguel County Deed Bool< 2.
139. Joabwas listed in the 1870 Territorial
Census as a general merchandise
dealer. with assets of $26.795. Boyle,
Capitalistas, 155. W. J. Lucas, Historic Las
Vegas. (Unpub. Ms.• 1927), 12, stated
that Bernard was of French descent.

18. Another successful French merchant
from Canada was J. A. La Rue, who
dealt in general merchandise. with as 
sets exceeding $34.000 in 1860. Boyle.
Capitalistas. 154. French-Canadian, Pi
erre or Pedro Lesperance also moved to
the Las Vegas area in November 1852.
Lesperance had acquired some land in
1829 near the Pecos River, by San Miguel
del Bado, when New Mexico was a terri 
tory of the Repubfic of Mexico. He later
bought land in the San Geronimo area,
16 miles due west of Las Vegas, in 1852.
See San Miguel County Deed Bool< 1, 7.
216. Pedro, being without any family at
the time, invited his nephew to come
live with him in New Mexico. His nephew,
also I<nown as Pedro, from Sorrel. Que
bec' in the British Province of Canada,
accepted his offer and came to New
Mexico. Soon after the younger Lespe -
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rance's arrival in 1857. the Lesperances
built and successfully ran a sawmm on
the land near San Geronimo. The mm
was "run by water power and has a ca 
pacity of 8.000 feet of lumber per day."
The younger Lesperance married Sebas 
tiana Benavides in 1863, and they hod
seven children. Anonymous, Illustrated,
488.

19. Boyle. Capitalistas, 149.
20. Miller, Soldiers & Settlers, 17.
21. Anderson. History. 583; San Miguel

County Deed Bool< 2. 114.
22. Miller, Soldiers & Settlers, 33. A fanega

equals 1.6 bushels.
23. San Miguel County Deed Bool< 3. 153

157.
24. Other major TroD traders of American ori

gin who located stores at Las Vegas in
cluded Major May Hays, a Missourian,
who constructed a two-story Territorial
styled building on the south side of the
plaza and James Johnson. of the firm
Beck. & Johnson of Santa Fe, who was
listed as the wealthiest foreign merchant
on the 1870 Territorial census. San Miguel
County Deed Bool< 2,33; Boyle, Capital
istas, 154. Preston Becl< founded Becl< &
Johnson in 1845. Territorial Bureau of 1m 
migration, The Resources of New Mexico
(Santa Fe: Wilfiam Gannon. 1973), 23.

25. San Miguel County Deed Bool< 2. 174.
26. Boyle. Capitalistas. 149. 153.
27. Simmons, Trail, 15. During the United

States attacl< upon New Mexico, Dr.
Henry Connelly played an extraordinary
role in convincing New Mexican Gover 
nor Manuel Armijo to surrender the Mexi 
can territory to the Americans without a
fight. As the Americans were approach
ing Santa Fe, Armijo asl<ed Connelly to
return with General Kearny's liaison to
the advancing forces and report back.
to him. Connelly's confirmation of the
magnitude of the American forces to Ar
mijo appears to have removed any
doubt in the Governor's mind and that
defending New Mexico was indeed fu 
tile. See William E. Connelley. Doni
phan's Expedition and the Conquest of
New Mexico and Califomia (Kansas City:
Bryant & Douglas Bool< and Stationary
Co.• 1907). 281 n.65.

28. Anderson, Resources, 582; San Miguel
County Deed Bool< 4. 183.

29. Connelley. Expedition. 281 n.65.
30. Other historians have erroneously stated

that Connelly & Mitchell sold their corner
of the plaza to Charles Kitchen in 1855 or
1860, but actually Connelly and his wife
Dolores Perea sold their building to John
Dold in April 1865, who then turned
around three months later and sold it to
Kitchen for a handsome profit of $7.000.
See San Miguel County Deed Bool< 2.
174. and Deed Bool< 5, 43. However, one
of these deeds. a quitclaim deed, does
suggest that Kitchen had utilized part of
Connelly & Mitchell's store, which
probably was an effort to commence
his Kitchen's Hotel. San Miguel County
Deed Bool< 2, 177. The hotel had an inte 
rior courtyard and a large corral out
back., while also functioning as the de 
pot for the Butterfield Stagecoach line.
Calion, Las Vegas, 68. Connelly died in
July 1866 in Santa Fe. Connelley. Expedi-
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plies to the army. Anderson, Resources,
457. It was common for New Mexicans
to employ captured Indians, typically
women, as domestic servants. In Las Ve 
gas, many of the families owned ser
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36. Benjamin M. Read, Historia lIustrada de
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37. Stephen W. Kearny, Kearny Code (Lexis
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Brooks and Frank D. Reeve, eds., Forts
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The very peak of the T. Romero & Bro.
twa-story store can be seen in the 1867
Gardener photo, meaning the Romeros
must have constructed the second story
onto the original structure shortly after
they bought it in 1864. Alexander Gard 
nerwas the photographer fora U.S. "Sur
vey of a Southern Railroad to the Pacific
Ocean during 1867-68." Gardner's pho
tograph was taken between August 29
and September 1, 1867, and is the oldest
known photograph of Las Vegas. As
such, the quality of the photograph ini 
tially appears murky and unrevealing,
yet upon close inspection many visual
details of the plaza become clear. Due
to further loss of qua6ty upon reproduc 
tion, the photo is not exhibited here. For
survey, see William A. Bell, New Tracks in
North America (Albuquerque: Horn &
Wallace, Publishers, 1965), 124. To view
the Gardner photo, see M. C. Gott
schalk, Lost Las Vegas Photo Exhibit
(Worldplaces at New Mexico, 1997) at
<http://www.nmhu.edu/research/cchp
/tours/lost/phot02.htm>. This site con
tains other early photos of Las Vegas.

51. San Miguel County Deed Book 8, 51.
52. Dr. Stephen Boice, a physician from Can 

ada turned Trail merchant, was married
to Helen Hatch Streeter. Apparently,
Helen was Alexander and Lucy Hatch's
daughter, as weli as the former wife of
Samuel Streeter, the founder of the
American Hotel in the late 1840s. Ander
son, Resources, 583. Dr. Boice was an
other investor in the sawmills at the Hot
Springs, and his assets were valued at
$35,000 on the 1860 Territorial Census.
San Miguel County Deed Book 2, 81, 86;
Boyle, Capitalistas, 149.

53. Ibid.. 147.
54. San Miguel County Deed Book 8,21.
55. San Miguel County Deed Book 3, 153

157.
56. Boyle, Capitalistas, 144.
57. San Miguel County Deed Book 42, 572.

Maria de Jesus was the daughter of
Captain Santiago Ulibarri, who was part
of the push east to settle Las Vegas in
the early 1830s and resident of the plaza
at San Miguel del Bado. Anonymous, il
lustrated,313.

58, San Miguel County Deed Book 4, 112.
59. Margaret Leonard Windham, ed., New

Mexico 1850 Territorial Census (AlbU
querque: N.M. Geneological Society,
Inc., 1976). III, 113; Anonymous, lfIus-
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trated, 313. The Gonzaleses opened up
the southeast corner of the plaza to cre
ate Gonzales Street, probably in 1866,
after they bought ther storehouse from
Ceran Sf. Vrain. After making this street,
they too expanded ther bUilding on the
south side of the plaza into a two-story
adobe structure vvith a balcony onto the
plaza. Hilario Gonzales was ma~ied to
Crusita Ufibarri. Olmsted, ColOnial Cen
suses, 235; Windham, Census, III, 113.

60. Anonymous, Illustrated, 289; "Building
Edition," Los Vegas Daity Optic, April
1899,22.

61. Son Miguel County Deed Record 6, 173,
& Deed Book 7, 30.

62. Son Miguel County Deed Book 8,21.
63. Boyle, Capitalistas, 142, 145.
64. Ibid., 92.
65. Simmons, Trail, 124.
66. Follovving Juan Dolores's death in 1865,

his son Jose Inez Perea moved to Los Ve 
gas and continUed the store and shep 
herding business. Rendon, Hand on My
Shoulder, 17. Jose Inez was the founder
of the Presbyterian Mission in Los Vegas.
The Mission Church was built on a knoll
just a few blocks south of the Plaza. Built
in a Territorial style, the church was par 
tially funded by over a dozen Trail mer 
chants. This extant structure, at the cor
ner of Chavez and Socorro Sts., is the
quintessential example of Territorial or 
chitecture applied to a church. J. A.
Schufle, Preparing the Way: History of
the First 100 years of Los Vegas Presbyte
rian Church (Los Vegas: Frst United Pres
byterion Church, 1970),8,20.

67. Boyle, Capitalistas, 142.
68. Boyle, Capitalistas, 145-148. A few exam

ples of Hispano plaza merchants that
declared their professions as "formers"
on the 1870 Territorial Census are Miguel
Romero y Boca, with assets of $32,280;
Trinidad Romero, with assets of $15,000;
Eugenio Romero, vvith assets of $15,000;
Jesus Gonzales, with assets of $13,000;
and Dionicio Gonzales, with $14,400. This
declaration of one's profession on the
census was one's own interpretation.
Merchant Charles Blanchard declared
his profession as a carpenter. 1870 Terri
toriol Census of New Mexico, The Town
of Lower Los Vegas, 18, 22, 31, 32.

69 After John Dold and Andres Dold dis-
. solved J. Dold & Brother, Andres estab

fIShed A. Dold & Co. vvith his newportner,
Fronk Chapman, a miller from Ke~tucky,

while John maintained a store with Wil 
liom F. Ellsworth. Dold and Chapman's
busi1ess relationship was on again, off
again, on again, ~avi~g c~e?teda part 
nership in 1863, dISsolving it In 1872, and
then resurrecting ther "copartnership"
in November 1873. San Miguel County
Deed Book 4, 33, Deed Book 6, 250, &
Deed Book 13, 137; Bureau of Immigra
tion, Resources, 23; Museum of New
Mexico, Photo Archives, #42326; 1870
Territorial Census of New MeXico, The
Town of Lo'Ner Los Vegas, 18. During the
nearly two-year separation, Chapman
had been indicted for attacking "vvith
force and arms" a Carl W. Wildenstein.
NMSRCA, San Miguel County District Re 
cords, Criminal Case #399. On the south
side of what is now Bridge Sf.. Chapman
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bought the land that was known as the
"garden of John Dold," from Corydon E.
Corley, of Santa Fe, for $1,000 in 1867.
Son Miguel County Deed Book 4, 130.
On the Alexander Gardner photo of
1867, this land is a very visible rectangle
in the foreground of the plaza, which
also contained a hog pen or small stor 
age shed. NMHU Donnelly Ubrary Photo
Collection, #0607. At some point after
this photo was token, Chapman buBt a
stone structure that v.us a bmiord hall in
1883, called Chapman Hall. Gay E. Por
ter' Porter's Directory of Los Vegas 1882
3 (Las Vegas: Goy E. Porter, 1882), 12.
Frank Chapman died on January 1,
1880, and was buried in a grove that
was to be next to Andres and Mary Dold.
Jean Whiting, Las Vegas, New Mexico
Cemeteries, (Unpub. Ms., 1989), I, Ma
sonic H-3. Thus, Fronk Chapman proba
b�y built Chapman Hall during the late
1860s as a v.urehouse for produce. In
1881, clerk and merchant David Winter
nitz, who was a resident of Anton Chico,
about 25 miles southwest ot Los Vegas,
bought Chapman Hall. San Miguel
County Deed Book 16, 256; "Building Edi 
tion," Las Vegas Doily Optic, April 1899,
26. Winternitz lateradded a new fa<;:ade
and in 1895 attached a stone building to
its east side, which added 133% more
space, to create his Winternitz Block. The
Wintemitz Block presently is vacant and
is located to the left of Meadowland An 
tiques & Spice Co. and to the right of
Calico Pie toy store, between 123 and
131 Bridge St. See Los Vegas Daity Optic,
Sept. 17, 1884,4; Ivers, Architecture, IV,
192.

Coincidentally, during the mid1860s,
when Fronk Chapman arrived in Las Ve 
gas, a Masonic fraternal order was be 
ing established in Las Vegas, called the
Chapman Lodge. The Chapman Lodge
#2, Ancient Free and Accepted Ma
sons, moved from Fort Union to Los Ve
gas in 1867. The lodge was named to
honor Brevet Lieutenant Colonel William
Chapman, commander of Fort Union in
the second half of 1861. In Los Vegas,
the lodge built on adobe structure for a
meeting hall for $2,500 at 507 W. Na
tiona�Avenue, which v.us dedicated on
January 16, 1869. Merchant Charles Emil
Wesche, who was Grandmaster of the
Chapman Lodge in 1874, conducted
the dedication ceremony. The Masonic
lodge was a very important organization
in Las Vegas, which was demonstrate,d
by the creation of a large MasonIC
cemetery in 1873. Wilfiam H. Stapp and
G. C. Melody, Chapman Lodge #2, AF.
& AM., (Unpub. Ms.,); George T. Gould,
Illustrated Los Vegas 1903 (Las Vegas:
Blake & Joquel, Pub6shers, 1903), 28.

70. Calion, Los Vegas, 41-43.
71. F. Stanley, The Los Vegas Story (Denver.:

World Press Inc.. 1951), 63-66. Jose
Manuel Angel was the individual who
was granted land at the Hot Springs vvith
the Donaldsons in 1841. His wife's nome
was Softdad Angel. Windham, Census,
III, 119. Domingo Pena and his vvife Maria
Juana Chaves hod four children and
owned two slaves just before the Ameri 
can occupation. See Olmsted, Colonial
Censuses, 234. By 1850, Lorenzo and
Refugia Tafoya had six children. Wind-
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hom, Census, III, 120.
72. Boyle, Capitalistas, 160.
73. Howard Bryan, Wildest of the Wild West

(Santo Fe: Clear Light Pubfishers. 1988).
76.

74. In 1869, the Unites States Government
stated that, "the Indians infesting these
regions, especially the Apaches, Nova 
jos. Comanches, and ther kindred
trbes. are the most formidable foes of
civilization on the American continent."
Capron. Report of the Commissioner of
Agriculture for the Year 1869,623.

75. Miller, Soldiers & Settlers, 315-317.
76. Boyle. Capitalistas, 92.
77. Son Miguel County Deed Book 19, 573.
78. A wagon was typically pulled by five to

seven yoke, or pairs. of oxen but could
be pulled by as few as two and as many
as a dozen yoke. A good monetary
valuation of a wagon train can be dis 
cerned from a property title that docu 
mented a transfer of land from Charles
W. and Lucinda Kitchen to T. Romero &
Bro. In 1868, the Romeros paid the Kitch 
ens, "0 consideration of Eight thousand
dollars, the value of one mule train con 
sisting of eight wagons and thirty-two
American mules and trimmings, " for
some farmland in los Vegas. San Miguel
County Deed Book 6.57.

79. Gould, Illustrated Los Vegas 1903, 50;
Bryon, Wildest of the Wild West, 77-81.
During the late 1870s, Blanchard main
tained two stores on the plaza. Plaza de
Los Vegas (Unpub. Map. 1879), copy in
possession of author; Donnelly Lbrary
Photo Collection, #0689. Geoffrion &
Des Marais owned the old American Ho 
tel, on the south side of the plaza. which
housed Blanchard & Co. 's second store.
The eastern half of the American Hotel,
which is extant at 241-245 Old Town
Plaza, is considered the oldest standing
building in Las Vegas along vvith the
Maese house at 210-218 Old Town Plaza,
both being erected in 1836-1837. Son
Miguel County Deed Book 6. 122. Fur
thermore. Charles "Carlos" Blanchard
aided Deluvina Des Morais to sell the
properties that lined the north side of
"Old Notional Road." or W. Centre St .• or
what was commonly known as Bridge St.
Son Miguel County Deed Book 15, 63.
Blanchard and Des Morais sold these
lands to other merchants, creating a
commercial outgrowth of the plaza,
one of the major changes that immedi 
ately took place follovving the arrival of
the railroad. Further, in December 1879.
a new bridge over the Gallinas Riverwas
completed at a cost of $3,800, of which
the plaza merchants paid $2,000. Las
Vegas Daity Optic, Dec. 6, 1879,2. Also,
in December 1879, James N. Furlong, Los
Vegas's premier photographer. bought
a lot of land east of the plaza next to the
Gallinas River from Charles Blanchard for
a United States Post OffICe building. San
Miguel County Deed Book 14, 231. Fur
long was appointed postmaster in 1879,
maintaining that position for six years,
and was the person to decide the loca 
tion of the U.S. Post OffICe. Many criti
cized Furlong because he located the
Post OffICe to the east of the plaza next
to the river. becoming the frst commer 
cial structure built on Bridge St.. which
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was thus created. Others thought the
plaza should grow westward toward the
Creston. "Supplement to the Las Vegas
Daily Optic. Bunding Edition." Las Vegas
Daily Optic. Aprn 1899.27.

80. Charles Blanchard was largely responsi 
ble for the donation of an impressive or 
gan to Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic
Church of Las Vegas. on National Ave.
The organ was made by George Kilgen
of St. Louis and was transported via rail
to Las Vegas. The organ ceremoniously
brought an end to nearly 35 years of ef 
fort on the construction of this enormous
sandstone church. which replaced the
adobe church on the plaza. On the
ticket to the first concert of Kilgen's or
gan in Las Vegas on Thursday. October
22. 1885. at 7:00 p.m.. was the advertise
ment. "The Largest and most Powerful
Organ vvest of St. Louis. Buy a ticket to
the Concert and encourage Music and
Education." Calion, Las Vegas. 48.

81. Miller. Soldiers & Settlers, 315.
82. For partnership, see San Miguel County

Deed Book 5, 194: Parish. Ilfeld. 21. For
Hecht declaration. see Boyle. Capitalis
los. 155. Brunswick later was in partner
ship with Eugenio Romero in the
midl870s. Marcus Brunswick was de
scribed by Rodney Schoonmaker, a
bookkeeper for Charles Ilfeld. as some 
one that "everyone loved and re
spected and whose advice in all mat 
ters was widely sought.... [He] had an
acute comprehension of the past. pres 
ent. and future." Parish. Ilfeld. 21. 361 n.
10.376 n. 50.

83. Miller, Soldiers & Settlers, 33.
84. San Miguel County Deed Book 4. 284.

The Spiegelberg brothers vvere Solomon
Jacob. Willi, Lehman. and Levi. San
Miguel County Deed Book 4. 113. An
other brother, Emanuel. was apparently
not involved in any of their Las Vegas
transactions but was listed on the 1860
Territorial census. Boyle, Capitalistas.
151.

85. The opening of the southwestern corner
of the plaza and the creation of Pacific
St. occurred when Augusta Hatch
Mitchell. who was Alexander and Lucy
Hatch's daughterand Edward Mitchell's
wife. of Connelly & Mitchell. removed
Eucarnacion Montoya's house. William
Raymond. of Raymond & Hochstadter,
occupied Montoya's house in the early
1850s before the Mitchells and the
Hatches removed the building, which
was to extend the commercial district of
the plaza along Pacific st. Pacific St. was
a tight corridor that was created by
nearly continuous adobe buildings that
were built on both sides of the road.
which was also known as the Santa Fe
Trail. San Miguel County Deed Book 8.
49; Deed Book 8. 47; Deed Book 1. 108;
Deed Book 8.51.

86. Anonymous, Illustrated. 569. The Jaffa
Brothers vvere Sol. Henry. and Samuel.
The store in Trinidad was founded in
1871. and they later transformed a
whole town block around the store into
the Jaffa Opera House. Mark Gardner.
"Trinidad: Colorado Trail Town." The
Santa Fe Trail Wagonmaster, 1:2 (1997):
37-38. Nathan Jaffa, apparently a
cousin. managed the Las Vegas stores
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for the Jaffa Brothers.
87. Whiting. Cemeteries. I. Masonic H-8; Par

ish. Ilfeld. 375 n. 25; Plaza de Los Vegas
(Unpub. Map, 1879); Donnelly Library
Photo Collection. #0693; Wilson. Sketch.
adverfisement page iv; Calion. Las Ve
gas. 38.

88. Wilson. Sketch. 13; San Miguel County
Deed Book 11, 392. Myer Friedman &
Bro. also built a warehouse/storehouse
on Pacific St. at the corner of Grant St .•
as vvell as three Victorian cottages for
residences. to the north of the Presbyte 
rian Mission on a knoll overlooking the
Great Plains. Carruth. Directory 1895-96.
129-130.

89. Wilson. Sketch, advertisement page vi;
Plaza de Los Vegas (Unpub.Map. 1879).
Isidor Stern's advertisement in the Histori
cal Sketch of Las Vegas. New Mexico
states that he was a "Wholesale and Re 
tail Dealer in General Merchandise.
Consisting of Dry Goods, Gents' Furnish
ing Goods. Clothing. Groceries. Wines.
Liquors, Drugs, Stationary. Boots. Shoes,
Hats. Caps. Carpets, Hardware, Queen
sware, Tinware. Highest Cash Prices paid
for Hides, Wool, and Furs." In September
1881, Stern bought a lot on the south
side of Bridge Sf., just to the west of Ace
quia Madre. He erected a two-story Vic 
torian commercial store at 157 Bridge
St.• which presently is TIlo's Gallery. San
Miguel County Deed Book 16, 631. Isi
dar's sons. Daniel and Joseph, along
with Sigmund Nahm, later moved into
114 Bridge St., on which the Stern &
Nahm sign still adverfised the old store.
Directory Publishing Company, City and
Business Directory of Las Vegas, New
Mexico (Las Vegas: Directory Publishing
Co.. 1900), 117. This commercial Victo
rian storehouse was built in 1885 by W. A.
Givens, a Virginian who came to Las Ve 
gas as a representative for the Singer
Sewing Company. In 1881. Givens had
also built the commercial Victorian next
door at 116 Bridge st., which presently is
the Tome on the Range bookstore. San
Miguel County Deed Book 16. 587; Deed
Book 26, 310; Deed Book 30, 339; Threi
nen, Architecture, 29; Sanborn-Perris
Map Co., Insurance Mops, 1883. plate 5,
area 109.

90. Floyd S. Fierman, Roots and Boots (Ho
boken: Katv Publishing House, 1988),82,
200.

91. Wilson, Sketch, 13.
92. In an interview in 1948. Miguel Romero,

likely a descendant of Miguel Romero y
Baca. claimed that the Rosenwalds pur 
posefully set the Fire of 1877 in a scheme
to pry plaza property away from their
landlords. the Romeros, who supposedly
carried no insurance. Romero sug
gested in the interview that this was an
excellent example of how foreigners dis 
lodged Hispanos from their property
ownership. Historical Methods Seminars,
Interviews, 26. Though it was docu
mented by H. T. Wilson that much was
lost in the Fire of 1877, with little campen 
sation from insurance, it can be said that
the intervievved Romero was com
p�ete�y incorrect in his belief that the Ro 
senwalds vvere trying to remove the Ro 
meros from the plaza. First, the Rosen
walds did not buy their property on the

Wagon Tracks

plaza from the Romeros; rather they pur
chased May Hays's building next doorto
the east. Further, the building they
bought from Hays. which after the fife of
1877 was a single-story wood-frame
structure. was purchased at a very fair
price of $2,500, and it was purchased
three years after the fire. During these
three years, J. Rosenwald & Co. rented
store space from May Hays. San Miguel
County Deed Book 10, 227; Wilson,
Skelch. 13; Plaza de Las Vegas (Unpub.
Map. 1879). Lastly, according to the
1870 Territorial Census, Hays was 57 years
old when he sold his building, in which
he no longer maintained a store, follow 
ing the loss of his inventory in the fire, and
thus was perhaps eyeing retirement.
Boyle, Capitalistas, 155.

93. Ilfeld had successfully bid $1.500 on the
defaulted building in a "court of chan 
cery." Ilfeld leased the renovated
adobe structure to Charles Jevvett. who
established the Jevvett House. Parish, If..
feld, 250; San Miguel County Deed Book
9. 682. Lorenzo and Rayos Labadies
were of French descent and established
a ranch and apple orchard near Santa
Rosa, NM. which is about 50 miles south
of Las Vegas on the Pecos River. Their
sons vvere Tranquilino and Antonio, the
former being the city clerk of the Town of
Las Vegas and the latter owning a bar 
bershop on the plaza, in the early 1880s.
Lucas, Historic, 8; T. B. Mills, San Miguel
County. Illustrated: Its Health, Wealth.
Resources and Advantages (Las Vegas:
J. A. Carruth, 1885), 30; Haines, Spanish
Conquest, 447; Porter. Directory, 49; Wil
son, Sketch, 41.

94. Adolph Letcher was a Jewfrom the King 
dam of Hanover. a German country.
with listed assets of $18,700 in 1870. He
sold the business to Ilfeld for $36,000 in
1874. Parish, Ilfeld, 29.

95. San Miguel County Deed Book 22, 464;
Parish, Ilfeld, 93. The Great Emporium
presently is the Broadway Fashions store
at 222 Old Town Plaza.

96. Parish, Ilfeld, 215.
97. "Building Edition," Las Vegas Daily Optic,

22. Ilfeld was the second President of the
Montefiore Temple, which was the first
Jewish synagogue built in the Territory of
New Mexico in 1886. See "Building Edi 
tion," Los Vegas Daily Optic, April 1899.
4.

98. This economic boom can be seen in the
extensive Territorial commercial build 
ings on the south side of the plaza,
shown in a photo taken circa 1876. The
store sign that reads" Lana y Cueros, " or
Wool and Hides, was the Perea store.

99. Kit Carson, CO, was a terminus on the
Kansas Pacific Railroad, located in the
middle of the state some 40 miles west of
the border of Kansas. Kit Carson be
came the eastern port of the Santa Fe
Trail when the Kansas Pacific reached it
in 1869, the rail line transporting the
goods from Colorado to the United
states. The Kansas Pacific Railroad was
finished on August 15. 1870. just east of
Strasburg, CO. which is 35 miles due east
of Denver. thus completing the first truly
transcontinental railroad line, along with
its connection to the Central Pacific Rail 
road. At the time, the Union Pacific Rail-
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road claimed it was the frst complete
transcontinental line in combination
with the Central Pacific Rairoad. How 
ever, the Union Pacific had a glaring dif 
ficulty in that Omaha, NE, was not con 
nected to Councn Bluffs, lA, by a rail
bridge across the Missouri River untn
1899. This meant that cargo was un
loaded in Iowa, ferried across the Mis 
souri River and reloaded onto rail cars in
Nebraska. Carol Brinkman, Significant
Milestones in Illinois Central Railroad His
tory (Illinois Central Rairoad Historical So 
ciety), at <http://www.icrrhistorical.org/
milestones.htm!>.

100. Connelley, Expedition, 282 n. 65.
101. The 1883 map of the plaza merchants

displays a remarkable variety of cultural
origins. The railroad had brought two ad 
ditional ethnic groups to Las Vegas.
African-Americans and Chinese, though
the Chinese primarily resided in New
Town. One of the .earliest African
Americans who moved to Las Vegas, of
which there was a community of about
100 people. was Montgomery Bell, who
had the reputation of being the richest
black man in the Southwest. Born a slave
in Ray County. MO, Bell made his way to
Santa Fe via Las Vegas to start a new life.
After establishing a ranch on the Pecos
River, he borrowed money at 18% inter 
est from Santa Fe lawyer, Stephen B.
Elkins. and opened up Bell & Co. Plaza
Grocers on the west side of the plaza at
Las Vegas. Elkins had been Bell's boss, as
well as the person Bell traveled with to
New Mexico, in 1867. Montgomery and
his wife Anna were residents of Old Town
for many years and were well known for
their pet parrot. "Building Edition," Las
Vegas Daily Optic, April 1899, 4; Perrigo.
Gateway, 168; Fabiola Cabeza de
Baca, We Fed Them Cactus (Albuquer
que: University of New Mexico Press,
1954),84; Gould, Las Vegas 1903.31.

102. "Building Edition," Las Vegas Daily Op
tic, April 1899. I. At the turn of the 20 th

century, the hope that Las Vegas would
continue to growas an urban and indus 
trial city was not completely unfounded,
since Las Vegas was New Mexico's larg 
est city with a population of 6,818 peo 
ple in 1900. It is clear, however. that Las
Vegas had not grown like other cities of
the Southwest. For example, Las Vegas
and Los Angeles were comparably
sized towns in 1880. 4,697 people and
11,183, respectively. In the following two
decades, while Las Vegas grew by only
a couple thousand people, Los Angeles
grew to over 102,000 people. Chris Wil
son, Architecture and Preservation in Las
Vegas, Volume /I (Las Vegas: Citizens'
Committee for Historic Preservation,
1982), 1I; Los Angeles Almanac, Gen
eral Population by City, Los Angeles
County, 1850-1900 (Given Place Publish
ing Co., 1998-2(01). at <http://www.lo
sangelesalmanac.com/topics/Popula
tion/p025.htm>.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
TO SFTA AMBASSADOR

PAUL F. BENTRUP
FEBRUARY 19

DANGER ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL AND THE SANTA FE PLAZA
by Charles R. Strom

(SFTA member Strom, White City, While my days are about over, still
KS, is the author of Charles G. the very thought of those early times
Parker: Wagonmaster on the Trail to on the old trail seems to bring back
Santa Fe, 1999. He presented the fol- the spark of youth."4 It is easy to
lowing paper at the Las Vegas sym- imagine the old freighter standing
posium in September 2001.) there with misty eyes, remembering
WHEN one reviews the accounts the days long gone by and the excite-
left by Santa Fe Trail travelers, it is ment and adventure of traveling the
not unusual to discover tales of true trail to Santa Fe.
adventure with the accompanying Parker had already proved him-
inherent dangers that they brought. self to be a man who was able to care
Whether it was an early autumn for himself in times of difficulty. He
snowstorm, a huge buffalo herd, rat- was born in Mansfield, Connecticut,
tlesnakes by the dozens, or the pres- May 5, 1820. His parents died when
ence of American Indians, danger he was ten years old, so he said, "he
was an accepted part of travel on the pushed his way through life."s
Trail. Thus, when Charles G. Parker That trip west that began so
started for Santa Fe in the spring of peacefully in Kansas City in the
1857, he probably gave little thought spring of 1857 turned out to be a very
to such things, taking them as a nor- dangerous one.6 Before the chain of
mal part of the activity of the trip. events had played out, Parker found

Parker was no novice on the Trail himself not only facing hostile Indi-
and probably had seen a variety of ans who seemed determined to rob or
exciting adventures. His first trip to destroy the wagon train, but he also
Santa Fe occurred in 1849 with a faced a hostile government bureauc-
government wagon train.! For racy that seemed as equally deter-
nearly 20 years he was on the Trail, mined that no reimbursement
sometimes with his own wagon train should be paid to the owners of the
and other times in the employment wagon train for their losses in the in-
of other freighters. On at least one cident. The story did end there, be-
occasion, he drove a herd of 500 cat- cause some of the major participants
tIe down the Trail to New Mexico.2 In in that drama on the plains found
a newspaper interview late in his the plaza in Santa Fe to be equally as
life, he said, "That Old Santa Fe dangerous as the Kansas prairie.
Trail. Well, I once knew it so well A train of about 20 wagons, owned
that I could travel it day or night by Santa Fe merchants Preston
without going astray. I knew every Beck, Jr., and James 1. Johnson,
little creek that crossed it for 1,500 was making its way across the plains
miles, and every crook and turn near the Arkansas River in the vicin-
along its tedious winding way across ity of the later site of Fort Atkinson
the plains. In those early days we when it was approached by. a large
had to travel in trains in order to band of Indians. Beck was with the
guard against the Indians. Some- train, but it was under the leader-
times we got separated, and fre- ship of Charles G. Parker, wagon
quently they stole our teams. We master.
would give chase, and occasionally The Indians, about 200 in number
they would hide from us, and show and found to be Kiowas, approached
fight. I have had arrows sent after the train with bows strung and ar-
me many a time, but was never very rows ready. In his sworn statement,
badly injured by them.,,3 given August 28, 1857, the 37-year-

Parker continued, "I think the old wagon master said, "They or-
idea that originated in Kansas City dered me to stop the train and give
of having the old trail marked is a them blankets, coats, and whatever
splendid one. It was certainly fa- else they wanted, or they would
mous and ought to have a place in shoot us through. Some of the driv-
history. The thousands of caravans ers were intimidated. I told them if
and millions of cattle that passed they did not immediately leave, we
over it, made it a highway that was should defend ourselves, and began
of more than ordinary importance. to get our guns out."
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Evidently this show of resistance
was effective as the Indians with
drew some distance and followed for
a number of miles without further
threat. Their chief, Peshamo, then
approached Beck and Parker with
the offer that he would not permit
his people to molest the train any
more if they could be given some pro
visions for the large number of
women and children with them.

Parker continued, "We gave to
them one sack of flour, one sack of
crackers, fifty pounds of sugar, fifty
pounds of coffee, fifty pounds of rice,
one box of smoking tobacco, and
some butcher knives. The Indians
then left us."

When Beck gave his sworn testi
mony pertaining to the event, Sep
tember 12, 1857, he presented addi
tional details as to the seriousness of
the situation. "A band of Kiowa Indi
ans, several hundred in number,
came to the train and commenced
harassing and threatening the men
driving the teams, ordering them to
stop, demanding coats, blankets,
provisions, &c,. and with drawn
bows and arrows threatened the
men, and if they did not stop and give
them what they wanted they would
shoot them. Some of the men, becom
ing much intimidated, gave them
their coats and other articles. The In
dians having followed us for several
miles and becoming more insolent
and threatening, we were compelled
to assume the defensive."

Beck recited the same basic facts
as found in Parker's testimony and
continued, "The Indians then left us,
as we supposed, to go to their own
camp, but the train has passed but a
few miles further when one or two of
these same Indians approached the
leading wagon and shot two mules
dead with arrows and escaped at a
gallop."

Preston Beck then estimated the
loss as follows:
"For provisions given to the
Indians to avoid bloodshed,
value at the place $100.00
"For two large mules killed,
value at the time and place.$450.00
''Total $550.00"

The request was made for reim
bursement in these words, ''Peti
tioner knows the above described In
dians to be Kiowas, as he has often
met them before; that they were, at
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that time and now, at peace with the
United States, and drawing annuity
therefrom. Your petitioner refers to
the proof herewith presented and
prays that he be indemnified accord
ing to law out of the next annuity
paid to said Indians, according to the
act of Congress, approved June 30,
1834, or any other act that has in
such case been made and provided."

A third testimony pertaining to
the event was received, also on Sep
tember 12, 1857, from Francisco
Griego, one of the teamsters. His tes
timony affirmed, "Deponent was
threatened in the same manner, and
upon refusing to give up anything
was punched in the side by an arrow,
and would probably have been hurt,
had he not been rescued by a Mexi
can captain among the Indians."
While this testimony adds little to
the previously described events, it
brings forth a name, Francisco
Griego, that will appear again in con
nection with Beck and Parker.

At that point, the claim for dam
ages fell into a quagmire of govern
ment bureaucracy that would not see
a settlement for more than four
years. Meanwhile, within a year's
time, Preston Beck, Jr., found the
plaza in Santa Fe to be a place even
more dangerous than the Trail. Sam
uel Yost, editor of the Santa Fe
Weekly Gazette, was called upon to
record the events on March 27,
1858.7 He told a tale of anger and
jealousy that resulted in a tragedy
that touched the whole area:

"Just as we were finishing an edi
torial article published in another
column under the caption of 'District
Court,' a gentleman stepped into our
office and asked if we had heard the
news. We replied in the negative
when he informed us that Mr. Pre
ston Beck, Jr., of the firm of Beck &
Johnson, had killed Mr. John Gor
man, a clerk in the store of Mr. Rich
ard Owens, in a street fight, and was
dangerously wounded himself. We
instantly dropped our pen and went
up to the plaza to learn the particu
lars, which are as follows, as we were
informed by a highly reliable gentle
man who witnessed the scene.

"Francisco Griego, a quiet, steady
and faithful peon boy in the employ
of Messrs. Beck and Johnson, was
passing the store of Mr. Owens,
Thursday night, when Mr. Goreman
familiarly called him in. After he had
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gotten in, he asked Francisco if he
had taken his [Goreman's] woman
[Francisco's wife's sister] to a ball on
two occasions. Francisco answered
in the affirmative. He was then
asked if he had not taken her there
at another time. Francisco, seeming
to be thinking for a moment, did not
instantly reply, whereupon Gore
man struck him with a stick, and
continued beating him until his arms
and head and face were a gore of
blood. He then opened the door and
threw him out into the street, where
he was found during the night and
taken home. He is now lying danger
ously ill, with but slim hopes of re
covery.

"On Friday morning, Mr. Beck
was informed of the outrage perpe
trated upon Francisco, (who for a
number of years had been his faith·
ful employee) and heard his sworn
statement. He then proceeded to the
store of Mr. Owens to see Mr. Gore
man. He charged him with the out
rage. Goreman denied it and told
Beck to prove it. Mr. Beck instantly
denounced him and the act, in severe
terms. Angry words ensued, and
Goreman approached Beck with a
drawn knife, threatening to serve
him as his servant had been served.
Mr. Beck (who was standing on the
outside of the front door of the store)
drew a knife, also. Each commenced
parrying the motions of the other,
when Goreman made a sudden
stroke, thrusting his knife into Mr.
Beck's abdomen near the navel. As
quick as thought, the lick was re
turned, Mr. Beck's knife penetrating
to the hilt the left side ofGoreman, in
the region of the heart. Mr. Goreman
made several other licks, which were
skillfully warded off by Mr. Beck,
without hitting Goreman, when the
latter fell upon his back, his arms
outstretched, turned over once, and
expired."

Editor Yost went on to describe
the efforts made to save the life of
Beck, telling of the sufferings that he
endured and that he was encouraged
to arrange his business affairs in
that his life might be short. He then
detailed the effect that this affair
had on the city:

''We have never seen any commu
nity so intensely concerned - indeed,
almost dumb struck - as were the
citizens of Santa Fe on Friday. Dur
ing the whole day, men swarmed the
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streets, awaiting with beating hearts
and trembling fear the result of each
moments delay in the reception of in
formation concerning Mr. Beck's life.

"Mr. Beck's correct business hab
its, courteous and high-toned bear
ing, and manly and generous quali
ties of head and heart, have won for
him an esteem and confidence rarely
enjoyed by any man. In addition to
this, his extensive mercantile en
gagements, ramified throughout the
entire Territory, render the bare
idea of his loss, so serious a derange
ment to the various interests of our
business people that it is involuntar
ily shrunk from with a sense akin to
horror."

In spite of all the prayers of his
many friends and the best efforts of
the local doctors, Preston Beck, Jr.,
did not survive the vicious knife bat
tle on the plaza. After lingering for
nearly two weeks, he died about
noon on April 7, 1858. The city was
thrown into a somber mood as hun
dreds of the local residents, men,
women and children, crowded past
the coffin of one of their most re
spected citizens for a final parting
glance. His associates in the mer
chandising fraternity were seen
shaking with grief and weeping
openly. Even those who were in op
position to him politically paid their
respects, declaring that "he ever
proved himself the soul of honor.'>8

The funeral was scheduled for the
following day. Before the service, a
large crowd assembled at the court
house where a number of resolutions
of respect were passed. These were
presented in both English and Span
ish. With the conclusion of this cere
mony, the gathering followed the
body to its final resting place. Flags
were flown at half-mast, and there
was a general suspension of business
in the city.9

It is not confIrmed that Charles G.
Parker was in Santa Fe at the time of
Beck's death, but they were well ac
quainted with each other. Beck was
about 38 years old and had never
married. They were about the same
age and neither of them had the re
sponsibilities of a wife and family.
They had faced danger and even
death as fellow travelers on the
Trail. It is possible that Parker was
in that long line of mourners who fol
lowed the casket carrying the body of
his friend to its fInal resting place.
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One thing for sure is that they were
both friends of Francisco Griego, the
man Beck was defending in his
struggle to the death.

Nearly three years after that
spring day in 1857 when about 200
Kiowa Indians had harassed the
wagon train of Beck & Johnson on
the Kansas plains, James L. John
son, the surviving partner, evidently
felt he had waited long enough for
compensation and hired a lawyer.
Not just any lawyer, but one of the
premier legal minds in the territory,
John S. Watts. lO

Judge Watts had been active in
public affairs in New Mexico for
many years. Originally from Indi
ana, he had been appointed to the
New Mexico Territorial Supreme
Court by President Millard Fillmore.
He was assigned to the 2"d district at
Albuquerque, where he presided un
til 1854, when he was replaced by an
appointee of the new president,
Franklin Pierce. He then moved to
Santa Fe where he opened a law
practice. 11 He was still referred to as
"Judge" as a courteous reference to
his previous high office.

Judge Watts started his actions in
behalf of James L. Johnson with a
petition to the Court of Claims, dated
April 5, 1860, reciting the events as
they had taken place. Evidently he
struck the proper notes in Washing
ton because arrangements were soon
being made to take additional testi
mony on the case in Santa Fe. The
meetings were at the office of A. M.
Jackson, Secretary of the Territory
of New Mexico. In addition to the at
torneys for both parties being pres
ent, David V. Whiting, identified as
"commissioner," was there.

Jacob Houghton, the attorney who
had done the legal work to create the
partnership of Beck & Johnson, was
called to testify to the legality of the
firm. Francisco Griego was ques
tioned as to the events of that fateful
day and was cross-examined very ex
tensively by the government attor
ney. Their testimonies were taken on
September 29, 1860.

On November 15, 1860, Charles
G. Parker was called on to recite the
details of the event on the prairie, as
well as to undergo cross
examination. For his efforts, he re
ceived $1.50 and the commissioner
received $6.89.
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Apparently their testimony was
sufficiently convincing to begin to
create the desired result. An opinion
from the Court of Claims was finally
written on December 9, 1861, provid
ing that a bill would be reported to
Congress to pay damages in the sum
of $250.00, about half of what was
originally petitioned for.

Danger seemed to follow Charles
G. Parker and his friend, Francisco
Griego, even when they attempted to
settle into a peaceful existence.
Later, they both found themselves in
trouble with the law. Parker was
charged with selling spirituous liq
uors to non-commissioned officers or
enlisted men, according to district
court records, dated July 26, 1862.12

He was required to post a $200.00
bond. Two of the most influential
merchants in Santa Fe, Siegmund
Seligman and Levi Spiegelberg,
signed the bond for him. The terms of
the bond required that he should ap
pear before the district court to an
swer those charges on the first day of
their next term, which was to begin
the first Monday of August 1862.

The document pertaining to Park
er's crime gives few details of the al
leged offense. It did not mention
when the selling of liquor took place,
where the crime was committed, or
any other pertinent facts. Details
would never have been known about
the matter if his friend, Francisco
Griego, had not found himself
charged with perjury. In his testi
mony at Parker's trial, on August 12,
1862, he had said that he had never
seen any spirituous liquors being
sold to soldiers "at a certain house
known as the Santa Fe Exchange,,,13
of which Parker was proprietor. In
Griego's testimony, the matter of
gambling was also brought up as an
illegal activity, which Parker had
permitted.

A compilation of the facts pre
sented in those two court documents
gives an interesting picture. Parker
was the proprietor of the Exchange
Hotel in Santa Fe during a period of
time spanning at least from August
of 1861 to August 12, 1862. It was
during that period of time that he
was accused of selling liquor to sol
diers. Likewise, Francisco Griego
was charged with perjury for having
testified that Parker did not sellliq
uor to soldiers nor did he allow vari
ous forms of gambling at the Ex-
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change Hotel.
With some understanding of the

general social conditions of the area
at that time, we might ask if this was
a discretionary application ofthe law
because ofhaving fallen into disfavor
with local officials for some reason.
We may never know the answer to
that question, but one possibility
surfaced more than 40 years later in
that newspaper interview previously
quoted.14

Parker was reported to have said,
"He was also a freighter during the
(Civil) war days, and had to 'stand in'
with both sides when he approached
the Missouri and Kansas lines
around Kansas City." He evidently
had made the practice of agreeing
with the political views of whoever
he happened to be with.

Parker was the proprietor of the
Exchange Hotel during the month or
so in the spring of 1862 that the Con
federate troops under command of
General H. H. Sibley occupied Santa
Fe, making the Exchange Hotel their
headquarters. Is it possible that
Parker was looked upon as a South
ern sympathizer?

Perhaps additional information
will come to light with continuing re
search. At this point, even the out
comes of those two trials has resisted
discovery. Perhaps we will never
know. But this we do know, within a
few months Charles G. Parker was
back on the 'trail, facing the kinds of
danger that a man can deal with
when crossing the plains.
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CERAN ST. VRAIN
GRAVESTONE REPLACED

by Samuel Arnold

(Sam Arnold of Denver, CO, is a
charter member of SFTA and imme
diate past-vice-president of the Asso
ciation. He received an SFTA Award
of Merit in 1993 and was presented
the Rittenhouse Award at the 2001
symposium.)

IN the summer of 1966 Sam and
Betty Arnold, founders of The Fort
Restaurant near Denver, were look
ing for Ceran St. Vrain's gravestone
in Mora, NM. We found it southwest
of town on a hillside overlooking the
school. It was in a small cemetery
with perhaps a dozen graves, but it
was the most prominent.

The stone had been broken into
three pieces, which we gathered up
and with difficulty got into our
Chevy's back seat. We took the
pieces back to the Fort in Denver and
contacted Roy Erickson of Erickson
Memorials. He said it was Vermont
marble and had eight different levels
of cut. As a favor, his company would
reproduce it as a whole replica for
$1800.00. So we started the "Green
River Scalping and Joy Society," sell
ing Russell 5" skinning knives for
$12.00. We made $7.00 over our
$5.00 cost and put the money into
the gravestone account. Public Serv
ice Company of Colorado donated
$25.00 and for several years the pot
accumulated.

On October 30, 1970, the 100th
anniversary of St. Vrain's death, we
held a buffalo steak dinner for some
80 "Scalpers" with Allan Minge, his
torian from New Mexico, and our
Congressman Don Brotzman offici
ating. Several St. Vrain descendants
attended. The new stone was un
veiled, and given with the broken
one to the State of New Mexico.

A year later Santa Fean Philip St.
George Cooke got a crew of New
Mexican Mora men, and providing
bottles of aguardiente (whiskey),
buried the broken pieces in the grave
and erected the new stone.
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FORT LEARNED
-TEACHER'S TRADING POST

Anne Mallinson, Editor
The . Hickman Mills School Dis

trict in western Missouri is celebrat
ing its centennial year by using its
Trail heritage to promote historical
awareness and to motivate academic
achievement. The Santa Fe/Califor
nia/Oregon Trails ran concurrently
throughout the Hickman Mills area.

Plans include decorating the C-1
administration building with a mu
ral depicting Trail scenes. In 2001
students painted a Trail mural on
the bridge near Schumacher Park.
Trail sculptures adorn the admini
stration campus. A Centennial Cele
bration Exhibit (One Century, One
Community-The Journey to Our Fu
ture), containing historical artifacts
relevant to the area's cultural and
Trail heritage travels from school to
school.

District Historian Jami Parkison
has created an activities book that
includes projects to use in every dis
cipline from the elementary to the
secondary level. These cross-curric
ula classroom lessons utilize the dis
trict's rich history to enable students
to better understand Missouri's his
torical perspective in an emerging
American culture.

The activities book begins with a
timeline of events in the greater
Kansas City area, from 10,000 B.C.
(archaeological finds) to the present.
A few selections from the activities
book:
Travel through history. Have students

keep a diary of the street names,
parks, housing developments that
they pass on their way to and from
school. Talk to Parents and read lo
cal histories at the Iibrary, especially
Mid-Continent, to find how these
places got their names.

Study a topographical map of the Hick,.
man Mills area and Washington
Township. Not the ridges and
streams in the lowlands. Why was
this area such a prime spot for farm
land? Why was it a good route for
the old trails?

Find out about the prairie plants and
native grasses that grew in this area
before settlers came. Help replant
and maintain the "greenway" and
walking trail through the district, es
pecially near Hickman Mills High
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HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-

A number of books, some
pertaining to the Santa Fe Trail,
were donated last September to the
National Frontier Trails Center by
Joe and Anna Belle Cartwright, just
a month before Anna Belle died.

• • • •
Leo E. Oliva's book, Fort Harker:

Defending the Journey West, pub
lished by the Kansas State Histori
cal Society in 2000, received second
place in the 2001 Coke Wood book
contest sponsored by Westerners In
ternational. Oliva is a member of the
Kansas Corral of Westerners which
nominated the book for the award.

• • • •
The winter issue of Persimmon

Hill contains an article about the
Santa Fe Trail. Illustrations include
the map of the Trail appearing in
Marc Simmons and Hal Jackson's
Following the Santa Fe Trail and
photographs of the Indian sculptures
west of Council Grove, an interior
shot at Bent's Fort, soldiers at
Boggsville, the church at Pecos, and
a wagon pulled by mules.

• • • •
Eldor Bentrup, 74, half-brother of

SFTA Ambassador Paul F. Bentrup,
died January 16,2002, in Yuma, AZ..
He had been a farmer in the Deer
field, KS, area for 48 years. Sym
pathy is extended to Paul, family,
and friends.

• • • •
The Honorable Santa Fe Trail

Ambassador Paul F. Bentrup cele
brated his 85th birthday on Febru
ary 19. Belated Happy Birthday
wishes, Paul, and we wish you many
more.

• • • •
The Missouri Lewis and Clark

Bicentennial Commission awarded
the National Frontier Trails Center
a $2,000 Corps of Discovery Grant to
be used to design and create two
"Lewis & Clark Discovery Trunks,"
one for grades K-3 and the other for
grades 4-6. The project will promote
awareness of the significance of the
Expedition and foster a desire to
learn more about it.

The past year saw an 11.6%
increase in visitation at the National
Frontier Trails Center, with 20,105
visitors. Gift shop sales at the Center
continue to climb steadily with a
record $42,095 being earned in 2001,
nearly 17% more than in 2000. The
money from those sales goes to the
City of Independence General Fund.

• • • •
The Cimarron Heritage Center

Museum, Boise City, OK now
averages over 5000 visitors per year.
During the years 2000-2001 volun
teers worked at total of 4072 hours.

• • • •
SFTA member Charles R. Strom,

author of Charles G. Parker,
Wagonmaster on the Trail to Santa
Fe, will be the guest speaker at the
Cimarron County Historical Society
Foundation's annual fundraiser
April 19, 2002.

• • • •
The Santa Fe Trail Center,

Larned, KS, received $400 from the
Kansas Museums Association to
help purchase a nine-foot authenti
cally-painted Cheyenne-style canvas
tipi for the Indian Gallery. Addi
tional funds will be needed to
"furnish" the interior of the tipi with
appropriate reproduction items.

• • • •
The Ford County Historical Soci-

ety, Dodge City, launched a web site
in January at <www.ukans.edulkan
sas/ford>. The Society has nearly 30
articles posted and many photo
graphs from its archives.

• • • •
Patricia Heath, SFTA ambassa-

dor and director of the Kearny
County Museum, reports that the
museum saw its usual number of
visitors in 2001, including several
school tours. The Bentrup Ruts Site
was popular this year, with many
visitors from overseas.

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS
JUNCTION CITY AND THE TRAIL, 1867
Marc Simmons sent the following

item from The Weekly Union, Junc
tion City, Kansas. Jan. 19, 1867, p. 2.
Because of construction of the Union
Pacific Railroad, Eastern Division, to
that point, Junction City was the
eastern terminus for wagon trains
on the Trail. The article follows:
The Woolworth and Barton Overland
Transportation Line-a large company

••••

School and Santa Fe Elementary
School, which is being developed
by the National Park Service and
Kansas city Parks and Recreation.
Have students learn about the old
trails, especially the Santa Fe, Cal~
fornia, and Oregon Trails.

Design and print "Factoid" bookmarks
for each student. Include a historic
fact about your school or the district
on each bookmark.

Learn about computer and technolog~

cal applications now being used to
help map and manage historic trails
such as Geographic Information
Systems and Global Positioning
Satellite systems, archeology re
mote sensing, and more. Many of
these can be accessed through the
Internet.
Thanks to the Hickman Mills

School District for providing infor
mation for this column. For more in
formation, contact Terry Murphy
Latta, Co-Director Public Relations
& Informational Services, Baptiste
Educational Center, 5401 E 103rd
Street, Kansas City, Missouri 64137
1390 or <www.hickmanmills.org>.

Teachers and others interested in
education of children of all ages are
encouraged to submit classroom
projects, extracurricular activities,
and other ideas to be considered for
inclusion in this column. Send to
Anne Mallinson, 964 NW 600, Cen
terview MO 64019.

One of the silhouette sculptures on the
administration campus, Hickman Mills
School District.
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and large business-early commence
ment of Santa Fe trade....

Yesterday a train of ten six-mule
teams started out for Santa Fe, loaded
with merchandise from the immense
warehouse of Woolworth & Barton. for
Spiegelberg Brothers of Santa Fe. This is
a novelty in the Santa Fe Trade being
the first train ever loaded in Junction
City for that point and the first one ever
started over the plains for that section
of country in mid-winter. It is to be fol
lowed by others immediately and may
be considered the commencement of
the Santa Fe trade with Junction City
and if low price, fair dealing and large
facilities will do it, we expect to keep a
certain portion of it for a long time. In
this connection we may say that Wool
worth and Barton have built a large
fine warehouse at the railroad depot
and are prepared to do all the business
offered them and are gentlemen to
deal with. Oscar Nicolson is the agent
at Junction. They have agents in New
York and all points east.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

On July 14, 32 members and
guests gathered for a cook-out at the
ranch of Bob Gayler of rural Kenton,
OK. Gayler and his crew of cowboy
cooks provided a chuck wagon meaL
Guests arrived in a pouring rain. A
tent that had been erected to provide
shelter was blown down. After the
weather calmed, the guests were
provided cowboy coffee and watched
the preparation of the meal over an
open campfire. Breaded steaks,
biscuits, gravy, and cherry cobbler
were enjoyed by all.

Prior to the meal the group toured
Castle Rock in the Kenton area.
There they saw Coronado's signa
ture, Indian carvings, and other sig
natures from early days to modern
graffiti. The ~econd part of the tour
and the official meeting where dis
pensed with due to the weather.

No October meeting was held.
A January 19, 2002, meeting was

planned at the Morton County Mu
seum in Elkhart, KS. A noon meal
was planned, and Joe Hartman, Dis
trict Manager, Cimarron National
Grassland, was scheduled to talk
about future plans for the comple-
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tion of the Santa Fe Trail Room at
the museum. Election of officers for
the new year was on the agenda.
Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place #14
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@am.net>

No report.

Wagon Bed Spring
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

No report.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Deanne Wright
PO Box 45
Council Grove KS 66846
(620) 767-7080

The quarterly chapter meeting
was planned for January 24, 2002 at
the Kaw Mission. Election of officers
and a report on the chapter's 2002
Trail ride from Al Bunting and
Leland Zerbe were planned.

At the November meeting, three
board members were reelected for
three year terms: Al Bunting, Don
Cress, and Lois DeWitt. Sheila Litke
was elected as a new director and
will complete the remaining two
years of Deanne Wright's term.
Sheila is the technology coordinator/
teacher at Prairie Heights Elemen
tary School and Prairie Heights
Middle School for School District
#417. She has been involved in the
SFT project for five years, teaching
students how to use the internet to
learn about the Santa Fe TraiL She
has participated in every chapter
Trail ride and often had her three
daughters with her. While they were
away, her husband Byron held down
the ranch north of Council Grove.
End of the Trail
President Pam Najdowski
1810 Paseo de La Conquistadora
Santa Fe NM 87501
(505) 982-1172
<mikenaj@cnsp.com>

At our November 14 chapter
meeting, Agnesa Reeve gave an ex
cellent slide presentation on "Three
Houses and Their Legends: Watrous
Trading Post, Mills in Springer, and
Chase in Cimarron." With each
house she described its unique archi
tecture and its relation to materials
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available in New Mexico during
Santa Fe Trail days. The builders of
the homes were brought to life with
vivid descriptions. Agnesa told of the
origins, personalities, and ambitions
of the builders as they influenced the
styles that emerged in their build
ings. It was an enjoyable and infor
mative presentation.

At our January 19 meeting, Doug
Peterson, a self-taught historian in
terested in New Mexico, gave a well
researched lecture, "The Influence
on the Santa Fe Trail on Religion in
New Mexico." He described the influ
ence of Spanish Catholicism on the
indigenous people of New Mexico
and then the Anglo Protestantism
influence on both Hispano and
Indian populations. The historical
events that brought these intrusions
on the local population were the
Spanish colonization in the 17th and
18th centuries, the opening of the
Santa Fe Trail trade in 1821, and the
"Conquest of New Mexico" in 1846.
These impacts on the country
brought missionaries of all religious
persuasions into New Mexico. How
ever, the largest impact came after
the Civil War, when the Grant Peace
Policy gave various religious groups
power in the form of Indian agencies
to educate and acculturate the Indi
ans. This policy lasted about ten
years.

Peterson gave several examples of
how some New Mexicans embraced
the teachings of the missionaries
and how their lives were effected. He
also gave instances of groups of peo
ple becoming disaffected with one re
ligion and embracing another. In
conclusion Doug said, "Religion is
very important." Which means we
need the support of a community of
people who share a common ideol
ogy."

On January 17, the New Mexico
Heritage Preservation Alliance an
nounced the most endangered his
toric places in New Mexico. "Glorieta
Battlefield" was selected as one of
the places. Margaret Sears submit
ted the application representing
EoT/SFTA. The significance of this
designation is that it serves as a vali
dation of the importance of the site.

Election resulted in the following:
President Pam Najdowski, Vice
President John Bloom, and board di
rector Margaret Sears. We look for
ward to a new and invigorated board.
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The annual joint meeting with the
Salida del Sol Chapter of the Old
Spanish Trail Association will be on
Saturday, March 16, 2002. The pro
gram is being planned, but may fo
cus on the role of Bent's Fort in
Southwestern Trail history.

Corazon de los Camlnos
President Mary Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Route
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683
<whitemore@newmexico.com>

New Years Greetings. As we turn
over the old calendar and look ahead
to 2002, we still have a warm glow
from Symposium 2001. Many people
continue to tell Stephen how much
they enjoyed all of the activities, lec
tures, field trips, and the hospitality
of Northern New Mexico during
their stay for the event. Let me again
thank all ofthe Symposium Commit
tee members, staff at Fort Union Na
tional Monument and Pecos Na
tional Historic Park, and the volun
teers who spent so many hours on
the planning and execution of the
event. Corazon members went all
out and we truly made SFTA friends
all around the country.

Our 2002-2003 board members
met January 12 to set up events for
this year. Our first two chapter
meetings will be held in Las Vegas.
On Saturday, March 2, New Mexico
Endowment for the Humanities per
former VanAnn Moore will present
her new program, "Westward Ho:
Women on the Trails," at 2 p.m. in
the Flamingo Room of the Hillcrest
Restaurant, 1106 N Grand Ave, Las
Vegas. A board meeting will be held
at 10:30 that morning at Donnelly
Library, where archivist Dr. Mike
Olsen will give us an introduction to
the Santa Fe Trail and Fort Union
archives there. We will have a buffet
at noon at the Hillcrest, $10 includ
ing tip-please RSVP to Tibor Re
menyik (505) 454-1307 if you will at
tend the buffet. If you have guests
you would like to bring to a Corazon
meeting, this would be a wonderful
time to invite them.

Our second meeting will be held
on Saturday, April 6, at 10 a.m. at
the Las VegaslRough Rider Memo
rial Museum at 727 N Grand Ave,
Las Vegas, for presentations on their
Santa Fe Trail Exhibit by Dan Enger
and others.
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May 4. Work day at Fort Union
National Monument beginning at 10
a.m. This is always a fun outing with
plenty of camaraderie, some honest
work, and a free lunch.

June 1. Meet at 10 a.m. at Pecos
National Historic Park for special
tours ofthe Santa Fe Trail and Glori
eta Civil War Battlefield. The battle
field was the decisive site of the Civil
War in New Mexico Territory. It has
recently been added to the 2002 list
of the New Mexico Heritage Preser
vation Alliance's Most Endangered
Places. This is your chance to see
why.

All of our events are open to the
public and guests are welcome.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vemon Dr
Lamed KS 67550
(620) 285-3433
<jaxrus@lamed.net>

The winter chapter meeting was
held in Kinsley, KS, January 20,
2002. Reports were given on the
chapter's Sixth Annual Seminar in
conjunction with the Fort Larned
Old Guard annual meeting on May 4,
2002, and the Santa Fe Trail Ren
dezvous scheduled for September 19
21,2002.

The following chapter officers for
2002 were elected: President Rusti
Gardner, Vice-President Barbara
German, Secretary/Treasurer Anita
Thomas, and Program Director Da
vid Clapsaddle.

The Faye Anderson Award was
presented to Cecil Johnson of Lar
ned. Among his many contributions
to the preservation of the Santa Fe
Trail has been the cedar structures
for ten interpretive markers placed
by the chapter in recent years.

Lon Palmer, the 2001 president,
was presented a plaque in recogni
tion of service to the chapter. The
Pearce family from Wallace, KS, pre
sented a well-received program of
historical and patriotic music.

The spring chapter meeting will
be held in Pawnee Rock on April 7,
2002, at 2:00 p.m.
Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Nancy Jo Trauer
1309 West Brier
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-8343

A chapter meeting was scheduled
on February 6, 2002, at the Dodge
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House Restaurant at noon. The
program was to be a panel of experts
from the chapter: Ernie Breeding,
Fred Casterline, Mike Echles, and
Ted Mueller. Each presenter was to
give a short presentation of Trail
interest. Election of 2002 officers
was on the agenda.
Missouri River Outfitters
President Nancy Lewis
1112 Oak Ridge Dr
Blue Springs MO 64015
(816) 229-8379
<SFTAMRO@aol.com>

At the January 27 chapter meet
ing, board member Roger Slusher
announced the schedule for the Lex
ington River Days to be held April 5
8. The event will honor the 150th an
niversary of the tragedy of the Sa
luda, a steamboat that blew up on
April 9, 1852. The people of Lexing
ton made a great effort to aid the sur
vivors. Reenactments, exhibits, pre
sentations, and tours comprise only
a part of the events. For more infor
mation, contact the Lexington Tour
ism Commission at (660) 259-4711.

On April 12 the Missouri River
Outfitters will host the SFTA Board
members for an evening reception at
the home of Roger and Sandy
Slusher in Lexington, MO. Chapter
and other SFTA members are in
vited to attend the board meeting on
Saturday, April 13, at the chapel at
Wentworth Military Academy. The
chapter will gather at the Slushers'
home on Sunday, April 14, at 9:30
a.m. for a Trail trek from Lexington
to Franklin. A short business meet
ing to elect officers for 2002 will be
held prior to departure. Members of
other historical groups are invited to
join the tour. MRO members are also
invited to attend the Sunday evening
dinner event with members of other
Lexington area historical organiza
tions. SFTA President Hal Jackson
will provide the program. For more
information, contact Roger Slusher
at (660) 229-2900 or Anne Mallinson
at (816) 230-7228) or <SFTAMRO@
aoLcom>. The chapter's summer
event will be a tour of Union Ceme
tery in Kansas City, MO.
Qulvlra
President Britt Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-8719
<blkcolle@midusa.net>

No report.
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Cottonwood Crossing
President Dale E. Brooks
316 W 16 St
Newton KS 67114
(620) 283-6454

No report.
Bent's Fort
President Dub Couch
PO Box 325
Rocky Ford CO 81067
(719) 254-3000
<dubcouch@ria.net>

No report.

KATIE BOWEN LETTERS
(continued from page I)

Saint Louis, March 29, 1851
[Planter's Hotel]
My dear Mother

Your birthday is very pleasant-mild
and sunny-and everything in nature
putting on the smiles of summer. We ar
rived here last night about 1 oclock I
believe, for I was fast asleep in my
berth, and did not waken till morning.
We came ashore before sunrise, and
are very comfortably lodged at the
Planters Hotel. Isaac has been out to
see the quartermaster, and finds a fine
waggon ready and waiting for us. Our
boxes & chests are in excellent order,
looking as clean and smoothe as when
they left Philadelphia. Our journey has
been all we could wish for, and we
have had good luck in everything We
have not lost a pins worth, and have
some twentyone dollars worth cheap
er than we expected, so Isaac says I
can have that much more to get things
for our house The quartermaster thinks
there can be no doubt but we will be
allowed a six mule team to transport
our baggage, and there seems now to
be everything prepared for our com
fort. Col. [Thomas] Swords [quartermas
ter department) now boarding here
with his wife, is going out with us, on a
tour of inspection, and little by little we
will gather together a pleasant com
pany

Mary [Bowens' maid servant, com
ing from Philadelphia] has not come
yet, but I put great trust in her-A negro
man servant who was waiter in The
Mess at Saltillo [Mexico, where Isaac
served during the Mexican War] was
on the boat that we came on from
Louisville and he was very anxious to go
with us. He is a good man and faithful,
and is trying to lay up money enough
to by the freedom of his wife and child,
who are slaves. I felt sorry for him, he
seemed so glad to see Isaac & serve
him. Through him we had more com
forts on board the boat, than many
others had. The scenery on the Missouri
side of the Mississippi is very grand, tow
ering mountains of rock, that look as if
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human hands had hewed & carved
them, so rounded & finished on all sides
probably worn so by time & weather.
All along the shores the trees were put
ting out their leaves, peach, plum &
other trees in full bloom, and spring
wheat looking like pasturage. We have
our windows open to get the fresh air
and I have set the chamber maid and
one of the boys cleaning our room
such another dirty place you never
saw, as it was when we came in, and I
told them Idid not wonder they all died
of cholera, if they lived in so much dirt.
They felt mad, but did not dare say so. I
felt sorry not to get a letter this morning
but will wait patiently till another
packet comes in.

The one we came in goes out to
night, and I send this by it, only two
mails a week come here I think. I have
missed Jenny Lind. She left here the
same day that we left Cincinnati, and
we met the boat she was in on the
Ohio at the mouth of the Cumberland.
She is going to Nashville & to the Mam
moth cave, before going to Cincinnati,
and will sing in the cave. Some of our
passengers remained over at Louisville
to hear her, but my enthusiasm did not
quite carry me to that. Nothing aston
ishes me more, that to see the dread
fully muddy waters of the Ohio & Missis
sippi, and for three days I could not
make up my mind to swallow it. When
we got to the mouth of the Cumber
land, I wanted a good drink, for where
the stream come in, you can see a
blue stripe like indigo mixing with
muddy water. Any puddle by the side
of the road will give you a good idea of
it, and what seemed the strangest of
all, persons on board who are accos
tomed to it would not taste the spring
water at Louisville, saying that lime in
the water was awful to drink, and you
know we cannot drink any other with
relish. Here they merely settle the Missis
sippi water, and use it, never for a mo
ment thinking that it requires a filter. I
can drink it by shutting my eyes, and
opening my mouth very wide, only one
swallow at a time though.

Isaac is in good spirits and if flying
from one thing to another, just as he al
ways does. We formed very pleasant
companions on board the packet,
and managed to pass time agreeably.
Several families were on board moving
to Missouri Texas & Illinois, and if they will
take these moves of their own free will,
without any of the comforts that we
have, what can our journey be in com
parison, just nothing at all, one family
was going away above Ft Levenworth
just to see if they liked the country and if
not were coming back to go to Califor
nia by the way of the isthmus, I do not
dread our journey at all it will be infi
nitely more comfortable than steam-
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boating, with the cabin so crowded
that many have to sleep on the floor. I
wonder if Charles English is in this quar
ter of the world I hope I shall not run
against anyone who knew the family,
when they were here. I have not been
out yet, and am not fairly straight yet,
for one will sail you know a little while af
ter coming off a boat. We have not
had a moments illness since leaving
home, and Ithink we will escape all dis
comforts. Give our best love to such as
think of us and I will write often. You
must excuse the appearance of this
scrawl for Iwrite in haste as Isaac wants
me to go out and see his charming
wagon I shall have much to tell you, as
our arrangements go on. None of the
supplies have gone up the river, and
we:1I will be here ten or twelve days.
Wnte here as often as you can and if
we are not here they will be forwarded
to us. Father would enjoy this weather,
and I wish you were both here. As it is
take good care of yourselves, and do
not worry about us, the worst of the
journey is over, and we are strong and
able to bear much. Mrs Hodgdon is si
lent still, but she is not forgotten.

Ever dear Father & Mother
Your Katie

Planters House, Sf. Louis, AprilS, 1851
Saturday afternoon
My dear Father and Mother

Your kind letter came yesterday and
I devoured its contents like a hungry
person. I am always so glad to hear
that you are well. There is nothing gives
me so much pleasure. Mary came yes
terday morning with Isaac's clerk (not
the one he expected to have, but one
equally as good, he hopes. Maj Cross
man [George Hampton Crosman] rec
commends him). Doct Campbell [Ar
chibald Campbell] sent Isaacs dog 
and made no charges for his winter
keeping. he bids fair to be a fine dog, I
believe. Mary left the Irvine's [Caleb E.
Irvine] well, and they sent many kind
wishes. Mrs. Fayssoux [Mrs. Edward S.
Fayssoux, military storekeeper] has
been very sick, but was a little better
when Mary came away. Capt Fays
soux is ordered to Ft Leavenworth and
they must now leave the home they
have enjoyed for a great many years. I
believe that twelve of Mrs. F's children
were born at the arsenal. It shows what
political favor will do. The Mother and
girls will board in town until he gets set
tled out here to bring them on. Perhaps
we may see him. Mary says that every
body except the milk woman & Mrs Ir
vine tried to persuade her to remain in
Philadelphia, and even persons along
the journey, advised her to turn back,
but she told them that she knew who
she was coming to and knew that she
would be well taken care of if she be-
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haved herself, and I think she deserves
a great deal of credit for persevering to
come. Among other novelties a strap
ping widower from Indiana fell in love
with her on the boat, and wanted to
marry her, but she told him she liked me
best. He told her that he was rich, had
a house well furnished, and if she would
consent to marry him in the fall, that he
would send her to school during the
summer and give her a chance to get
better acquainted. In case she should
conclude to accept him he gave her
his card, that she might write to him
from here, and he would come for her
and pay us all expenses. Is that roman
tic, but she had the good sense not to
take his rnoney or have anything to say
to him. I do not think she will be easily
led away, after so much blarney as this.
She thinks the man meant what he said
and we had a good laugh at her. She
says she told him she did not want any
body's learnings as much as to say she
wanted a young man if any. Mary
shows very good feelings, she was so
pleased to see your picture and the
baby's. She kissed them and the tears
started to her eyes to think she could
not see you. Ido not see anything in our
way, we have got on so well, and have
nearly everything ready to start Isaac
has worked all the time, buying and
packing. We have selected crockery,
tins, iron ware, flat irons, such as you
used to tell me about. with heaters,
and every thing wanted in a kitchen I
have been to see our waggon, it is big
enoug to make a house of after we get
through our journey. nice cushioned
seats, and curtains inside of the oil cloth
cover, 011 complete and comfortable.
Weare only going to take one carpet
and what do you think, I have made
Isaac a pair of red flannel shirts to wear
across the plains. We have opened
several of our chests and find every
thing as nice as when it left Philadel
phia. If we get out with our things we
will be very comfortable, and not find
fault if we are kept there five years.
Every year will be making improve
ments and it is not so bad now. as go
ing to Ft Larimie. Several ladies are here
on their way to that post, and I know
ours is best, a great many are going
with us. Gen Clark [Newman S. Clarke]
is boarding at this house. We stared at
each other across the table for several
days and at last he asked who Iwas for
he was sure he had seen me before, so
we had a long chat about everybody,
and he seemed well pleased to hear
all about Houlton and said he meant to
go there sometime. His family are
above here somewhere and he is here
on duty. he is much larger than he used
to be, and his hair is quite white I see
him three times a day, and he acts very
kindly to me. Tell Holman [Katie's
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brother] that we attended the wed
ding of Lieut. Frost [Daniel M. Frost] on
Thursday evening. He married a Miss
Graham and I suppose Miss Eagles in
quite disconsolate about it. His bride is
quite rich. Herwedding was very hand
some, and she was dressed in white
watered silk, a three lace veil & orna
ments of diamonds. They were married
by the Arch Bishop. and it being lent,
they could have no dancing They
leave this afternoon for Europe. to be
gone a year. Their supper was magnifi
cent and there were a great many
handsome dresses there. tho' I do not
think there was a pretty lady in the
room, not excepting the bride. Doct
Wheaton's Jon lives here and his little
wife shone in pearts and diamonds,
plenty of money to recommend them,
but no beauty, or much good behav
ior, I suspect. I have not returned any
calls except Mrs. Holmes. You remem
ber doct Holmes [Robert S. Holmes]
well he has got a very pretty & interest
ing wife, and he is as scraggy and ugly
as any man I ever saw. She was a
daughter of Maj Walker [Benjamin
Walker] and they live here in town. Eve
rybody to their taste. I thought I should
write to Holman, but I find so much to
say to you that I have not much left to
say to anybody else.-He is young and
can wait for a letter with more pa
tience perhaps.

When we awoke this morning it was
snowing hard, and has kept it up all
day-so cold that a good fire is very
comfortable. I am afraid the peach
trees will suffer, but perhaps tomorrow
will be pleasant again. Mary says that
old Trump is very bad - and it seemed
so much like old times to hear from him
thus I laughed outright. She says tell
your Mother that I am well, and mean
to stick by you and the Capt. She had
the fever & ague after she got well, last
fall. but is strong now. It was a sight for
sore eyes to see her once more and I
guess she was glad to get here. I hope
Margaret will do well. I never shall for
get her goodness. She will assist in the
spring to plant that little grave. oh how I
do want to look upon it, but I know she
lies in peace and purity, sweet little
soul, she was too good to last long [Ka
tie and Isaac lost their infant daughter,
Amelia, sometimes referred to by Katie
as 'Pet:' the previous year]. Dont forget
to send me the first flowers from that sa
cred spot. Father gathers the first May
flowers always, and Ihope to send him
some when I get on the "Grand Prairie"
Isaac has laid in stores of every descrip
tion for our housekeeping, and when
we get fairly settled Ishall take such de
light in describing to you every part of
our domicile. Here we are occupying
the room and bed used by Jenny Lind,
only think what an honor. The great ac-
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tress Miss Chartott[e] Cushman is here
also, playing every night-but Ihave not
taken a notion to go. We have so much
to spend, that I do not care to throw
away money' in a theatre. I am glad
you take everything so easy-it is the
best way-and who cares much what
happens if our conciences are clear. I
am glad Julia is back, for I think she will
be a comfort to you Surely gold is get
ting cheap, when the cooks will at
tempt work. I hope Hasey will keep his
distance, and then Julia may have
some peace. Give my remembrance
as usual to such as inquire after us-and
tell Mrs. Hodgdon I am impatient to
hear from her. I wrote to Haskall from
Buffalo, and hope to get a letter from
him. If you write, say to him that Iwrote
from Buffalo. Much love to all the fam
ily. I will write everything I think of. We
hope to get from here by the middle of
next week. I find many pleasant peo
ple in the house. Isaac sends love is
stretched out on the bed, and seems
very contented. Ever affectionately,
Katie

Iam very well in every particular [Ka
tie had been ill after the death of her
daughter, and she was pregnant by
the time she left St. Louis]. and Ithought
you would be glad to hear of it. I sup
pose my letters are not very generally
circulated

(continued next issue)

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since next to last is
sue. Those received after this print
ing will appear in the next issue. H
there is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.
BUSINESS/INSTITUTIONAL
Bent's Old Fort NHS Interpretations, 402

Santa Fe Ave, La Junta CO 81050
Great Bend Conv. & Visitors Bureau, PO

Box 274, Great Bend KS 67530
FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Deborah, James, Jake & Zach De

Selms, 12525NWQ 13thSt, TopekaKS
66615

Keith & Mary Lundell. 691 Callecita Ji
carilla, Santa Fe NM 87505

Gertrude & John McNary, 2361 McVay
Cr, Germantown IN 38138

Don & Sandy Niemeyer, 27811 Louse
Creek Rd, Patoka IL 62875

Helmet &Shirley Schmidt, 33 Arroyo Rd,
Santa Fe NM 87508

Karen & Steven Woolery, 2229 Riviera
Dr, Lawrence KS 66047

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Henrietta M. Christmas, 5448 IIlini Way,

Boulder CO 80303
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Norman Clark, 9914 ESunburst Dr, Sun
Lakes AZ 85248

Cynthia Josephs, 545 Los Nidos Dr,
Santa Fe NM 87501

Wilbur Just, 7312 Fieldcrest, Clearwater
KS 67026

Anita Roy, PO Box 515, Las Vegas NM
87701

Grace Salomon, 2913 Pueblo Haloma,
Santa Fe NM 87507

James Sloan, PO Box 621986, Littleton
CO 80162

Ann Stillman, 201 EMcGregorSt #7, Al
gona IA 5051 1

Jim Swartz, PO Box 962, Guymon OK
73942

Richard Trotter, 5341 Vandenburg Sf,
TAFB OK 73145

Don Wortman, 8226 Raintree Dr NE,
Albuquerque NM 87122

I TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in May, so send information
for June and later to arrive by April
20,2002. Thank you. Dates of addi
tional events may be found in chap·
ter reports.
Mar. 2, 2002: Corazon de los Cami·
nos Chapter meeting, Las Vegas,
NM, including a presentation by
VanAnn Moore.
Mar. 16, 2002: Joint meeting of End
of the Trail Chapter and Salida de
Sol Chapter of the Old Spanish Trail.
April 6, 2002: Corazon de los Cami·
nos Chapter meeting, Las Vegas,
NM, Rough Rider Memorial Mu
seum, 10:00 a.m.
April 7, 2002: WetlDry Routes
Chapter meeting, Pawnee Rock, 2:00

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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p.m.
April 13, 2002: SFTA Board Meet
ing, 8:30 a.m., Memorial Chapel of
Wentworth Military Academy, Lex
ington, MO. All members welcome.
April 14, 2002: Missouri River Out
fitters Chapter field trip from Lex
ington to Franklin.
April 19, 2002: Cimarron County
Historical Society Annual Fund
raiser with special guest speaker
Charles R. Strom, author of Charles
G. Parker, Wagonmaster on the Trail
to Santa Fe.
May 4, 2002: Wet/Dry Routes Chap
ter annual Santa Fe Trail Seminar,
"From Trail to Rail: the Railroad
Truncation of the Road to Santa Fe,"
at Fort Larned NHS, followed by af
ternoon program by Fort Larned Old
Guard and evening dinner and dra
matic presentation by Louis Kraft as
Edward W. Wynkoop.
May 4, 2002: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter work day at Fort Union
National Monument, 10:00 a.m.
May 31, 2002: Cimarron County
Historical Society Santa Fe Trail
Daze Tour.
June 1, 2002: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter meeting, Pecos Na
tional Historic Park, 10:00 a.m., in
cluding visit to Glorieta Battlefield.
Sept. 19-21,2002: SFTRendezvous,
Larned, KS.

FROM THE EDITOR
Many thanks to all who contribute

to Wagon Tracks. Without your work
it would not be possible. I have a re
quest.

Whenever possible, it would be
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most convenient for the staff of WT
to have all articles, chapter reports,
announcements, and other materials
intended for publication, submitted
via e-mail or on computer disk. This
can save many hours of typing, not to
mention a reduced opportunity for
errors. Ifyou do not have a computer,
typed and handwritten items are
still welcome.

Take advantage of events to get
out and visit the Trail this year. The
SFTA board meeting in Lexington,
MO, April 13, is an opportunity to
visit the Missouri Trail sites, early
Trail history often neglected when
we think of the Trail starting west
from Independence or Westport. The
Missouri River Outfitters Chapter is
offering a tour on April 14.

The WetlDry Routes Chapter and
Fort Larned Old Guard, joined by
the Kansas Corral of the Westerners
will present a fine program on Ma;
4, and the public is invited to partici
pate in the chapter seminar on the
replacement of the Trail by the rail
roads, the Old Guard's field trip to
the Indian village site on Pawnee
Fork that was captured and burned
by the army in 1867, and a special
evening presentation by Louis Kraft
portraying Edward W. Wynkoop.

See chapter reports for other ac
tivities along the Trail. Visitors are
welcome to most chapter programs,
and these are often wonderful occa
sions to visit Trail sites, some of
which are otherwise not open to the
public. Make 2002 a year of adven
ture on the Santa Fe Trail.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva
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RENDEZVOUS 2002
SEPTEMBER 19-21
by Ruth Olson Peters

MARK your calendars now and
plan to attend Rendezvous 2002,
September 19-21, in Larned, Kan
sas, sponsored by the Santa Fe Trail
Center, Fort Larned National His
toric Site, and the Santa Fe Trail As
sociation. Primary funding is from
the Kansas Humanities Council.

The theme, "The Santa Fe Trail in
Lore and Legend," will be presented
by the following speakers and topics:
-Dr. James Hoy, Emporia State Uni-

versity, "The Importance of Folk
Narrative in Regional History"

-Dr. David Clapsaddle, author and
historian, ''Murder and Mayhem
at Walnut Creek"

-Lawrence Hart, Principal Chief of
the Southern Cheyenne Tribe,
"Stories of the Cheyenne and the
Santa Fe Trail"

-Terry Ortega, independent histo
rian, ''The Murder of Antonio Jose
Chavez"
-William Chalfant, author and histo
rian, "The Battle of Coon Creek"

For those new to the Trail or for
those simply wishing to brush up on
basic Trail history, Dr. Leo Oliva will
conduct an "Orientation for New
comers" on Thursday of the seminar,
just prior to the opening event.

Field trips from Larned, with
buses going both east and west along
the Santa Fe Trail, will be offered
both Friday and Saturday after
noons of Rendezvous, so participants
will have the opportunity to see all
that is offered. Tour guides will be
Leo Oliva and David Clapsaddle.

In addition to speakers and field
trips, there will be an opening event
at the Trail Center, an evening din
ner and music at Sibley's Camp in
Larned, and a closing event at Fort
Larned NHS. Look for program de
tails with your registration packets
to be mailed this summer. We hope
to see you at Rendezvous 2002.
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SEPTEMBER 19-21
SFT RENDEZVOUS & SFTA BOARD

MEETING, LARNED, KS

REMINISCENCES OF THE
SANTA FE TRAIL MOVIE

PREMIERE OF 1940
by Mary Jean Cook

(Mary Jean Cook of Santa Fe is a
charter member of SFTA and a
freqent contributor to WT. An accom
plished musician and historian, she
wrote the book on the Sisters of
Loretto in New Mexico and solved the
mystery of the builder of the spiral
staircase in Loretto Chapel. Anyone
who has watched the movie, Santa Fe
Trail, with a critical eye will find her
reminscence far more accurate and
entertaining. Thanks Mary Jean.
The movie, in VHS or DVD format, is
offered constantly on ebay under
"Santa Fe Trail. '?
ONLY balmy Hollywood could have
scheduled the 1940 world premiere
of the movie Santa Fe Trail in Santa
Fe, New Mexico, during the dead of
winter when temperatures often
dipped below zero. Only naive Santa
Fe could have financed the two-day
extravaganza, which left the city still
in debt six months later.

I was too young in 1940 to witness
all of the colorful events surrounding
the heralded arrival of Hollywood in
Santa Fe. But as a drum majorette at
Harrington Junior High School (in
truth, only a fifth-grader from near
by Wood-Gormley Grade School), I
stood firmly frozen to ground zero at
the Guadalupe Street train depot
that Friday, December 13, 1940. In
appropriately dressed for the 20
below-zero-degree weather, I was
wearing a thin satin majorette uni
form and bare legged to mid-thigh.
The year 1940 preceded the era of
warm pantyhose and today's more
sensible apparel for such outdoor
events.

(continued on page 4)

EMBARKING FROM ST_ LOUIS
by Stephen G. Hyslop

(Thi~ article by SFTA member Hys
lop zs an excerpt from his new book,
Bound for Santa Fe: The Road to
New Mexico and the American Con
quest, 1806-1848, copyright c 2002
by the University of Oklahoma Press
and reprinted with the permission of
the publisher. The book draws on
travelers' accounts to follow the
course of the Santa Fe Trail histori
cally-from Zebulon Pike's military
reconnaissance of1806-1807 through
the Mexican War-and geographi
cally from Missouri to New Mexico
beginning here at St. Louis, the gate~
way to the Trail. The book is avail
able through SFTA Last Chance
Store. Special thanks to Hyslop for
sharing this and to the University of
Oklahoma Press for permission to
publish.)

IN June of 1839, Matt Field, actor
turned adventurer, boarded a steam
boat in St. Louis and headed up the
Missouri River to Independence the
starting point for his overland Jour
ney to Santa Fe. Among his fellow
passengers on the paddle-wheeler
was an "oddity of the first water"
Field noted in one of many articl~s
he wrote for the New Orleans Pica
yune after his return from New Mex
ico, a Frenchman "who had, for
seventeen years, been domesticated
among the Indians."] Field had a fine
ear for the nuances of language and
chose his words carefully. He used
the term "domesticated" here not
only to indicate that this man had
lived at length among Indians (to do
mesticate with others meaning to
~odge with them) but also to suggest
10 a deeper sense that he had been
transformed by his tribal keepers.
The result, Field observed, was a
man caught between two worlds:

"He had that free and lordly tread
~o characteristic of the Indians, but
It was most strangely amalgamated

(continued on page 7)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

IT is a pleasure to report that a
great deal of important business was
accomplished during the April board
meeting in Lexington, MO. Special
thanks go to Roger and Sandy
Slusher for their gracious hospitality
in Lexington. In addition to arrang
ing meeting rooms and lunch at
Wentworth Military Academy, they
hosted the board and other guests at
their home on Friday evening.

On Saturday, after the meeting,
Roger led us through historic Lex
ington, and on Sunday, after a won
derful breakfast at the Slushers,
Roger took us east along the Trail for
lunch at the Huston Tavern in Arrow
Rock. Virginia Lee (Slusher) Fisher
of Arrow Rock sent Sacajawea dol
lars to each board member and guest
at the lunch, to commemorate Wil
liam Bechnell's reported dumping of
Spanish dollars upon return from his
first trading venture to Santa Fe.
From Arrow Rock, Roger arranged
for Denny Davis to meet us in Old
Franklin for a tour of that area. Are
there any more Slushers out there
who will host a board meeting?

Our principal business dealt with
the Mapping and Marker Policy
statement. John Schumacher pre
sented his document for our consid
eration and it passed unanimously.
We now have a policy in place and
chapters can submit requests to
John for funds to place markers
along our Trail.

The second important issue was
that of a life membership category.
This matter was delved into by the
board several years ago but I felt, af
ter reading the discussion of it in
Wagon Tracks, that it needed further
discussion. Jan McDaniel and the
Membership Committee reported in
favor of a life membership category.
Richard Poole, new board member
from Oklahoma and a member of the
committee, led us through the pro
cess the committee had used to ar
rive at the cost of such a member
ship. We were persuaded to accept
their recommendation, and we now
have a life member category. We also
have several life members.

The last area of discussion dealt
with the possibility of reimbursing
some or all board members for a por
tion of the cost of attending the April
board meetings. Several board mem-
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All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Toll-free Phone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: <oliva@ruraltel.net>
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters,
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3,
Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: <trailassn@larned.net>

bers had asked me to place this item
on the agenda as they felt there were
dedicated Trail folks who would
make good board members but for
the cost of attending distant meet
ings. We discussed the issues but
quickly came to the conclusion that
we needed more information. How
much might this cost the Associa
tion? Would it, or should it, be avail
able to all board members? Let me as
sure you that no one was suggesting
a great deal of money. The suggested
amounts dealt with some gas money
and part of a motel bill. If you have
feelings on this issue please write to
me before the September meeting.

This meeting was my first as
SFTA president and as such I wasn't
certain how things would go.The
board members made it easy for
me-all cooperation and smiles.
Thanks. I want you all to know that
your board members spend many
hours preparing for meetings as well
as time attending them. From discus
sions at Lexington, it was clear to me
that we have a fine board, a board
that will really look out for our Trail
and our Association.

I hope to see many of you in Ulys
ses, Kansas, at the June meeting of
the Six Western Chapters. Jeff Trot
man has a wonderful program for us.

-Hal Jackson

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
THE SFTA board proposed a life
membership category, subject to
membership approval of a bylaws
amendment, at rate of $885, avail
able only to individuals and couples.
Life members will be listed in an in
sert included with each issue of WT,
along with business/institution,
patron, and benefactor members.
Several people have already paid the
new life dues.

Wagon Tracks

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the trea
surer (address below).

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Business $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year
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SUMMARY OF SFTA BOARD
MEETING, APRIL 13,2002
by Michael Olsen, Secretary

AT its meeting ofApril 13, 2002, the
Board of Directors of the Santa Fe
Trail Association took the following
actions:
1. Moved, seconded, and approved

the minutes of its September 27,
2001 meeting.

2. Moved, seconded, and approved
the treasurer's report.

3. With reference to membership,
moved, seconded, and approved
the motion that, "Anyone who
joins the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion after September 1 of any
given year will receive a member
ship through the following year."

4. With reference to mapping/mark
ing, moved, seconded and ap
proved the motion that, "The
Santa Fe Trail Association adopt
the Trail mapping and marking
policy document presented to the
board."

5. With reference to Speaker's Bu
reau Guidelines, moved, sec
onded, and approved the motion
that, "Item #3 ofthe Speaker's Bu
reau Guidelines for 2002 be elimi
nated and that item #2 be changed
to read, 'Each grant shall not ex
ceed $250 for reimbursement of
travel expenses and/or honorar
ium for each speaker.'"

6. With reference to life member
ships, moved, seconded, and ap
proved the motion that, "The pro
visions for life membership as pro
posed be adopted."
The Board made the following rec

ommendations to the president:
1. That the issue of charging non

members a fee, or requiring them
to become a member when regis
tering for a symposium be dis
cussed at the September board
meeting.

2. That the issue of requiring na
tional membership in the SFTA
for all chapter members be dis
cussed at the September board
meeting.

3. That the proposed Financial
Funding Policy be discussed at the
September board meeting, with
board members being provided
copies of both the old policy and
the proposed policy for purposes of
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discussion.
4. That the issue of payment for

board members be placed on the
agenda for the September meet
mg.
A copy of the complete minutes of

the board meeting may be obtained
from the headquarters office in Lar
ned.

RESEARCH GRANT AWARDED
A scholarly research grant fund was
established by action of the SFTA
board last September. The award
committee, chaired by Stephen
Whitmore, received several applica
tions for funds, and they have se
lected the first recipient.

Topher L. McDougal of Albuquer
que, a graduate student in geogra
phy at the University of New Mexico,
received funds for research on his
project, "The Mora Grant and the
Confluence of the Santa Fe Trails."
When completed, the results of
McDougal's research will be submit
ted to Wagon Tracks for publication.

Whitmore noted that several of
the applications related only tangen
tially to the Trail, and these were not
funded because the grants are de
signed for projects that focus primar
ily on the Trail. Research grants will
be award again next year, with ap
plication deadline of February 1,
2003.

TRAILS AND RAILS
A joint program between the Na
tional Park Service and Amtrak is
providing weekly programs on the
Southwest Chief along much of the
Santa Fe Trail between La Junta,
CO, and Albuquerque, NM. Staffed
by volunteers who follow a carefully
researched and written script, these
special trips provide passengers with
interpretive commentary over the
speaker system about the land
through which they are passing. It is
a great way to see portions of the his
toric Trail that can best be viewed
from the railroad.

This program began May 10 and
will run through September 14,
2002. Volunteers and staff also man
age a contact station in the lounge
car and conduct onboard activities.
Passengers may join and leave Am
trak trains at any point where serv
ice is provided between the two
terminal communities.

Wagon Tracks

RAMON POWERS
by Hal Jackson

OUR newest at-large board mem
ber, Ramon Powers, needs little in
troduction to longtime SFTA
members. Ramon joined the Associa
tion in 1988, has served on the board,
and has been vice-president. Most
recently he served as Executive Di
rector of the Kansas State Historical
Society, retiring just this year.

Ramon served on the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail Advisory
Council from 1989 to 1999. He re
ceived his Ph. D. in history from the
University of Kansas in 1971 and
has taught at several colleges in
Kansas and Missouri. He has an out
standing publication record mostly
dealing with frontier issues of the
nineteenth century.

Dr. Powers brings to the board a
strong interest in education (presi
dent of the Kansas History Teachers
Association 1991-1992) and this in
terest will help us forward our Asso
ciation's efforts. He also is involved
with tourism (board member Travel
Industry Association of Kansas) and
many of us feel that tourism will
bring us added support.

Welcome to the Board (again) Ra
mon.

MAKE YOUR MARK ON
THE SANTA FE TRAIL:
REMEMBER THE SFTA

IN YOUR WILL
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POST OFFICE OAK

-LmERS-
Editor:

We always have a race for the
Wagon Tracks when it comes in..We
do enjoy every issue and apprecIate
the time you spend to send it to our
homes so we can travel the Trail
from our easy chairs and dream of
the next time we can get out on the
actual Trail. Thanks a million and
Happy Trails to you.

Walter & Teresa Pickett
1954 41st St

Los Alamos NM 87544
Kind words from wonderful members
like you keep me going. Thanks.

Editor

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic In Verse

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks poetry which

addresses the history, realism, ro
mance and diversity of the Trail and
demon~trates authentic emotion,
original images" and skill. in crafts
manship. SubmIt poetry, m open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. ~f

English, Campus Box 32, MetropolI
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

Inez Ross, no stranger to these
pages, is one of a group of five .women
walking the SFT bIt by bIt from
Santa Fe to Franklin. They have
traveled not quite half way. Their
most recent walk was through the
Cimarron Grassland in southwest
Kansas, and next they plan to walk
northeast through Kansas.

Southwest Kansas
by Inez Ross

Like long-necked birds
With bobbing heads
The oil wells drink.

And on the far horizon lie
The long low bams
Of neo-agronomy,

But we think, in 1821,
The wind blew just as warm,
The grasses leaned like this,
And the hatted shadows
Were crisp silhouettes
In the bright hot air.

And over all of us
The same lark sings.
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TRAIL MOVIE PREMIERE
(continued from page IJ

The huddled drum and bugle
corps, pictured beside Rudy Vallee at
the tram station, proved newswor
thy and appeared the following day
on the front page of the Santa Fe
New Mexican. In the photo, I shiv
eredjust to the right of the New ~ex

ico State flag and a banner reading,
"Come Along," telling the stars to fol
low the teeth-chattering crowd to the
Plaza six blocks away. The 1940s
route from the train depot to the cen
ter of town was a meandering jour
ney through narrow, crooked streets.
The year also preceded the four-lane
street known as Paseo de Peralta,
which forever destroyed Santa Fe's
historic downtown streetscape.

Much of Santa Fe came to the
train station that miserably cold day
to welcome the movie stars of the
premiere of Santa Fe Trail, not one
foot of which was shot on or near the
actual Trail, but instead filmed on lo
cation at Harper's Ferry, West Vir
ginia. John Brown-JOHN BROWN?
-was portrayed by Ray~ond Massey
and had been written mto the TraIl
script for "exciting fiction." Then, as
now, Hollywood loosely regarded
dull historical facts in contrast to the
more exciting fictional plot. Santa Fe
Trail, starring John Brown rather
than William Becknell, followed
closely on the southern coattails of
the memorable Gone with the Wind,

The following contemporary cri
tique of the movie by one Internet
viewer appears in the amazon.com
web site: "For all those DVD owners
who are Errol Flynn fans or just
plain love movies of the 30's an~ 40's,
Santa Fe Trail is a fine film [gIven a
***+ rating]. Never mind political
correctness or historical accuracy
(none to be found), just smile and
emerse yourselves in great enter
tainment by great stars...."

In 1940 Santa Fe's historic news
paper, the'New Mexican (f~unded i~
1849), missed the opportumty to ~dl'

torialize on the plot. A short tIme
later a far deadlier plot, the advent
of the atomic bomb in nearby Los
Alamos, received front-page cover
age.

The train arrival with its dazzling
array of movie stars proved to be an
inauspicious entrance for the touted
Hollywood premiere. For want of a
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turntable, the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe tram carrying the stars
backed its way into Santa Fe from
Lamy, caboose first, and tw~ hour,S
late at that! The anticlimactIc arn
val lacked the familiar sound effects
of an old steam engine with its bell
clanging away, a scene Hollywood
had conditioned us all to expect from
movieland.

One can't help but wonder if an
authentic wagon train entrada, such
as the November 1996 reenactment
of William Becknell and others into
Santa Fe's Plaza, would have been
more appropriate and practical. Yet,
few nineteenth-century Santa Fe
Trail wagonmasters could have
boasted of backing into Santa Fe, es
pecially after an unlikely December
crossing of the Trail.

Back to the depot scene. The
ATSF train's brakes screeched as the
cars groaned to a stop, followed by
the concussion of dominoing passen
ger cars. Thus, the world premier
mayhem began! Once crooner Rudy
Vallee emerged from the caboose
doorway, waved to the froze~ crow~,

immediately fell down the ICY tram
steps and then picked himself up to
plant a "distilled" kiss on the head
drum majorette, Hollywood would
forever stamp its trademark on old
Santa Fe.

Brief and inaudible welcomes
were extended by Santa Feans to the
Warner Bros. dignitaries at tram
side which included Hollywood direc
tor Hal Wallis (Michael Curtiz actu
ally directed the movie) and studio
owner E. B. Mayer. At the conclusion
of the welcoming speeches, my
mother quickly wrapped me in a
warm coat and we struggled toward
Guadalupe Street and to our parked
car (yes, Guadalupe Street was then
the red-light district of Santa Fe).

Mother and I were forced to wait
in the cold even longer in a three-foot
snowbank at curbside (no snowplows
then). Large Greyhound buses filled
with the newly-arrived movie stars,
the windows fogged with the steam
from Hollywood body heat, idled
bumper-to-bumper in front of us,
blocking the street. By then, I was
crying from the brutal cold.

Mother told me to stop crying and
to notice what was happening. In the
bus stopped directly in front ofus the
movie stars had seen my misery and
were writing their names backwards
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in the window steam to comfort me.
Through my frozen tears I read the
names of Irene Hervey, Alan Jones,
and a newcomer named Ronald Rea
gan, names which meant little to a
fifth grader.

The original premiere plans called
for the immediate incarceration of
the Santa Fe Trail movie stars in the
carcel (jail) of the Palace of the Gov
ernors according to the tradition of
the earlier days of the Trail when
visitors were not readily welcomed.
The plan was abandoned because of
the weather. Singer Kate Smith was
scheduled to broadcast her program
that evening from Santa Fe. Her vi
brant "God Bless America" voice was
nowhere to be heard, so the broad
cast must have been abandoned as
well.

Five thousand fast-frozen Santa
Feans and about ten or twenty
cowboy-hatted and fancy-booted
Hollywood stars rendezvoused in
front of the historic Palace of the
Governors on the Plaza. Loud speak
ers were set up on the roof of the Pal
ace which served only to gouge al
ready frozen eardrums with static.
New Mexico Lt. Gov. James Murray
proved unable to project his words
over the equipment noise. The dis
tinguished actor Donald Crisp made
a few introductions, finally turning
to Rudy Vallee in order to keep the
whole affair from disintegrating fur
ther.

The reeling Vallee displayed his
creative genius by improvising a
megaphone, in lieu of the dysfunc
tionalloud speaker, from a bass horn
section requisitioned from a band
member. Among those introduced
were Errol Flynn, Johnny Weismul
ler, Jean Parker, Nancy Carroll, and
Charlie Ruggles. Other stars sched
uled to attend the premiere in Santa
Fe were Van Heflin (who grew up in
an apartment over the Oklahoma
City drugstore belonging to my hus
band's grandfather), Alan Hale,
Wayne Morris, and Guinn (Big Boy)
Williams.

Errol Flynn had arrived in Santa
Fe with a half-dozen bodyguards,
and not without good reason. He was
a handsome cuss even to a scrawny
grade school girl. In October of 1940,
while on vacation, Flynn had been
one of 1644 men, including 78 Taos
Pueblo Indians and 7 Picuris Indi
ans, who had registered for the draft
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in Taos.
Where was the lovely Olivia de

Havilland? Word quickly circulated
that she had been left on the train
with a "stomach ailment" and would
have to be flown back to Hollywood
with a possible appendicitis. The l~

cal Dr. Eugene Fiske was called. De
Havilland (who lives in Paris,
France, today) was taken to St. Vin
cent's Hospital for observation, but
kept conveniently out of sight of the
press and public.

Dr. Fiske's interview in the New
Mexican told that he had made a
blood count and a complete physical
examination, and "while Miss de
Havilland undoubtedly is a sick
woman, her condition is not serious."
As she boarded the TWA flight from
Albuquerque to Hollywood the next
day, she was given a sedative and
slept her way out of town to recover
from what was rumored to have been
the mother of all hangovers.

The opening evening of the pre
miere found revelers dancing at La
Fonda Hotel, the official end of the
Santa Fe Trail-the trail that didn't
end in Independence, Missouri, but
went eastward to Harper's Ferry, ac
cording to Hollywood. In La Fonda's
New Mexico Lounge, temporarily re
named the Hollywood Room, the ath
letic Errol Flynn thrilled his dance
partners to the tunes of "La Raspa"
and "La Varsoviana." Young Santa
Fe girls were there to teach the folk
dances. Flynn also took a stint with
the baton before the orchestra, un
doubtedly that of La Fonda musician
Billy Palou.

Following premiere showings at
both the Lensic and Burro Alley
theaters (then directly across San
Francisco Street), orchestras pr~

vided more dance music. Decorations
by some of Santa Fe's artist colony
served to create an atmosphere of
"The West That Once Was." There
were caricatures of the stars, and the
dance was open to all for $5 a cos
tumed person. Henry Busse's brassy
dance band sound bounced off the
ceramic-tiled walls of Seth Hall at
Santa Fe High School (site of today's
City Hall parking lot). The gymna
sium was transformed into an 1860
dance hall. Santa Fe donned its fin
est nineteenth-century Spanish
heirloom gowns saved from the days
of dona Tules, the notorious hostess
of fandangos during the 1840s.
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Santa Fean Nora Chavez was a fea
tured vocalist.

In place of Santa Fe's fiesta Zozo
bra (known as Old Man Gloom), Will
Shuster rigged up Tio Coco (called a
"Sour-pussed Boogeyman") for Sat
urday evening's (Day 3) entertain
ment. Tio Coco went up in flames at
Fort Marcy Park (as it still does at fi
esta time) amid a snowstorm. The
suntanned movie stars from south
ern California threw snowballs at
one another. There were more star
introductions on La Fonda's roof top
as spotlights crisscrossed the snowy
night sky.

The next day, one boot-footed star
was overheard saying, "never again,"
as he slouched in a leather sofa in La
Fonda's lobby to nurse his aching
feet. A Bostonian woman raved, "I
have never seen so many men with
small feet and huge hats!"

During the evening festivities,
veteran actress May Robson was
rushed 60 miles to the 2,000 foot
lower altitude of Albuquerque after
collapsing in La Fonda's lobby. One
of the Hispanic bellhops (later a high
school classmate of mine) who at
tempted to assist the tipsy elder to
her room, told me that she had re
fused his offer with the searing com
mand, "Get your black hands off me!"
Thereafter during her brief stay in
Santa Fe, room service in the noted
fonda came to an abrupt halt for
Miss Robson. Dr. W. R. Lovelace was
called to care for the well known ac
tress in Albuquerque. A mixture of
old age and alcohol is serious busi
ness at 7,000 feet. The doctor's prog
nosis was that with rest she would be
able to return to Hollywood with the
premiere group.

On the third and unofficial day of
the Santa Fe Trail premiere, New
Mexican headlines read, "Errol
Flynn Tries to Ski; Ends Up Winner
Over Tree." Flynn, known for his
fencing and roughhousing on screen,
met head-on with a pine tree on the
ski slope at Hyde Park. After swerv
ing to miss it and finally grabbing
the tree with both arms, he ended
the tree-hugging affair with nature
without serious injury and was
awarded a paper "loving cup" from
Rita Hayworth. A small crowd of five
hundred Santa Feans witnessed the
dangerous near miss, later marking
the tree with a sign reading, "Errol
Flynn Hit Here!"
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The movie stars left Santa Fe,
each with the rank of a New Mexico
colonel, commissioned by then
Governor John E. Miles. Flynn ac
cepted the honorary commission for
Miss de Havilland. Lt. Gov. Murray,
a personal friend and admirer of the
absent-minded actor Charles Rug
gles, personally signed his certifi
cate.

And so ends a firsthand account of
but another end-of-the-trail, twenti
eth-century episode. Strangely, my
feet grow cold each time I pass the
old railroad station en route to our
farmers' market of today and recall
those Santa Fe events of that
December 1940.

CONVERSE OF THE PRAIRIES
-BOOK NOTICES-

Frances Bollacker Keck, The JJ
Ranch on the Purgatory: The Jones
Family and the Prairie Cattle Com
pany. La Junta: Otero Press, 200l.
Pp. x + 132. Illustrations, sources,
index. Paper, $15.00.

This book brings alive a signifi
cant segment of the history of South
eastern Colorado and would comple
ment the library of anyone inter
ested in the area's past or in the his
tory of ranching in general. Keck, a
lifelong resident of the area, relies on
personal interviews with descen
dants of the Jones family, their
friends and neighbors, and a few eld
erly persons who actually lived the
history. She had access to family and
company papers as well as a large
bibliography of printed sources and
information gathered in a lifetime
spent in the area. With these, Keck
has woven a story of pioneer ranch
life in the Purgatory River basin and
surrounding area.

The Jones brothers, Stephen Fu
qua Jones, Peyton Smith Jones, and
James Columbus Jones, brought a
herd of longhorn cattle up from
Texas in 1870 and established a
ranching operation headquartered
in Nine Mile Bottom of the Purga
tory, utilizing the then abundant
free range. This ranch grew in size
and importance over the next twelve
years then was sold to The Prairie
Cattle Company. The book relates
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the colorful lives of the three broth
ers and to quote the blurb on the
back cover, "the joys, hardships and
cultural conflicts faced by those that
lived on the rolling, eastern Colorado
prairie."

The book is well illustrated with
period photographs from various
family collections plus a few modern
photographs.

Frances Bollacker Keck has lived
in La Junta, Colorado, for more than
50 years. She is also the author of
Conquistadors of the 21st Century: A
History of Otero and Crowley Coun
ties, Colorado. She is a charter mem
ber of the Santa Fe Trail Association.

-Peyton 0. Abbott
• • • •

Helen Hunt Jackson, A Century of
Dishonor: A Sketch of the United
States Government's Dealings with
Some of the Indian Tribes. New
York: Harper & Bros., 1881; reprint,
Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1995. Pp. xxiv + 528. Appen
dix, index. Paper, $19.95.

In the late 19th century the
United States Indian policy was op
pressive, yet accepted by the general
public. Among those persons one
would expect to entertain no objec
tion was Helen Hunt Jackson, a
proper, well-educated New Eng
lander who easily moved within aca
demic and literary circles. She had
already achieved recognition as a
writer whose works extended across
a broad literary range-from poetry
to articles in such prestigious maga
zines as Atlantic Monthly-when in
1879, quite by chance, she attended
a lecture presented by Chief Stand
ing Bear of the Ponca Indian tribe.
He vividly described the suffering of
his people when they were forced to
sell their land in the Dakotas and re
move to Indian Territory. Her life
was forever changed, and for the
next 16 years until her death, she
championed the cause of justice for
the American Indians.

From this obsession emerged A
Century ofDishonor. First published
in 1881, this work has undergone nu
merous reprints. In 1995 an un
abridged edition was unveiled which
includes Jackson's original Appen
dix, sometimes missing from inter
vening editions, and thereby raising
it to the historical level of the origi
nal.
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In 500 pages, we are privileged to
gaze back through a window in time
into the lives and ordeals of a
number of Indian tribes, dating from
the first European settlement in the
early 17th century to the time Jack
son died in 1885. Jackson parades
before the reader a multitude of In
dian injustices committed by the
U.S. government in the nation's first
one hundred-plus years. I question
whether any other single volume
compresses between two covers such
a breadth of powerful information
about Indians.

Divided into three principal sec
tions, the book is well organized,
flowing easily from general to spe
cific. Content is drawn from official
treaties and reports of the depart
ments of War and Interior, testi
mony of captured Indians and eye
witnesses, and a variety of personal
documents and correspondence. To
open the testimonial, Jackson de
votes the first chapter to document
ing the issues of "sovereignty of the
soil" and "right of occupancy" in de
fense of Indian land claims and as in
dictment against U.S. policy. She
quotes liberally from legal docu
ments, but the origin or historical
time frame of many of these is vague.
Completing the first section are brief
but excellent histories of seven In
dian nations: Delaware, Cheyenne,
Nez Perce, Sioux, Ponca, Winnebago,
and Cherokee. Accounts of three
massacres of Indians by whites com
prise the second section.

But it is the lengthy Appendix
which lures the reader, and is wor
thy of more than one "read." The top
ics, 15 in all, are diverse. "The Ponca
Case," where her journey began, is
marked by a bitter letter exchange
between the author and Secretary of
the Interior Carl Schurz. Other top
ics include a detailed census of the
major Indian tribes, Sand Creek
massacre, Delaware Nation laws,
Sioux grievances, treaty with Chey
ennes following the Sand Creek mas
sacre, and Cherokee alphabet "in_
ventor."

In an "Author's Note," Jackson
offers her disclaimer that the work is
a sketch, not a history. However, I
hold her scholarship in higher re
gard, and believe it falls somewhere
in between, notwithstanding woe
fully weak referencing. Her sources
are often missing, and persons are
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repeatedly identified by their sur
names or titles only. (Does any of us
know who the U.S. Secretary of War
was in 1833? And Grotius? Myency
clopedia claims he was a 17th cen
tury Dutch scholar and statesman.
And "Colonel" Bent? Which Bent? A
quick search of David Lavender's
Bent's Fort [1954] revealed William
Bent had been dubbed an "honorary"
colonel for scouting Gen. Stephen
Kearny's advance toward Santa Fe
in 1846 at the outset of the Mexican
American War.) Miami tribal chief
Little Turtle Jackson mistakenly
called "The" Turtle. Similarly, sig
nificant dates, such as the year of the
Nez Perce War (1877), are occasion
ally omitted.

Footnotes are incomplete and, lo
cating an author, document, or event
was a chore. Rarely are the specific
sources of quotations identified. In
stead, Jackson simply supports her
claims and even quotations with
such statements as "are reported"
and "stands supported by the official
records of the Indian Bureau." But,
we must honor her disclaimer in the
"Author's Note" that all quotations
which are not specifically cited are
from the Official Reports of the War
Department or the Department of
the Interior. Another weakness is
that the prefatory chapters are miss
ing from the Index. However, such
perceived "weaknesses" are not
those ofJackson exclusively, but rep
resent a different time, a time pre
ceding manuscript style manuals,
which are taken for granted today. If
one could be so generous as to say
that a referencing "style" existed in
the 19th century, it was quite arbi
trary.

Was A Century of Dishonor pri
marily propaganda, sentimental,
and one-sided as claimed by some of
Jackson's critics? Of course. She was
on a crusade. Yet, the work was
"truth," and this divulgence of the
government's broken treaties and
unfulfilled promises must be ac
cepted exactly for what it was. If
readers expected that she had solu
tions to offer, they were disap
pointed. She Ghose to express an
opinion about only one-U.S. citizen
ship. Granting Indians citizenship
was gaining momentum in the
1880s, but Jackson felt that instant
citizenship was not an instant pana
cea. She believed it should be
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granted only, in her words, "as fast
as they are fit." The other wrongs
committed against them-cheating,
robbing, breaking promises, stealing
land-were less difficult to control,
and might take a bit longer to cor
rect.

The initial response to the book
was minimal, much to Jackson's dis
appointment. However, many years
later Indian policy was influenced by
it, and 121 years after its first publi
cation, A Century ofDishonor is still
in print. Oh yes, in 1889, four years
after Jackson's death, the Ponca's
land on the Nebraska-South Dakota
border was returned to them, al
though approximately 72 percent of
the 825 tribal members elected to r&
main in Indian Territory.

Do not interpret this work as a
historical text, although history it is.
Do not presume that it was the emo
tional rantings of an east-coast arm
chair zealot unworthy of respect
from Washington, D.C. Rather, in
1883 she was appointed by the U.S.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to
tour 18 southern California Mission
Indian villages to search out public
lands which could be suitable as per
manent reservations for tribes that
at the time had no secure lands. Her
report (Jackson-Kinney Report) to
the Commissioner, which first ap
peared in the 1885 revision of Cen
tury, is the final article in the pres
ent edition.

"I never so much as dreamed what
we had been guilty of," Jackson
wrote in a letter to newspaper friend
Charles Dudley Warner, editor of the
Hartford Courant. I daresay every
one who reads this work will echo
her words.

"H. H." was no literary giant ex
cept as a poet whereby she gained
her place in literature. But, as a
voice for American Indians, she
could not be trivialized. This is an
excellent reference today in the 21st
century about the Indian situation
as it was in the late 19th. Beyond the
fact that this book is a good "read," I
must ponder what its historical con
tribution would be if the referencing
was brought up to contemporary
scholarly standards. If one must
read but one book about the original
inhabitants of North America, I
would recommend A Century of Dis
honor.

-Margaret Sears

Wagon Tracks

EMBARKING FROM ST. LOUIS
(continued from page 1)

with a dancing-master trip, which he
was in the habit of assuming, and he
would cock his hat over the right eye,
and run his fingers through his hair
in the most approved and accepted
fashion of a modern beau. He had
been a Frenchman-I say had been,
for really I feel a hesitation in saying
that he is one-and these symptoms
plainly told that he has been a youth
of some fashion-noticed by the fair-a
wild boy, and a rake. His language
he had forgotten. English he spoke
about as well as a border Indian, who
catches enough to trade his skins, &
c. True, he may never have spoken it,
but his French was about as bad as
his English, and he evidently had no
relish for either. I drew him into con
versation, and questioned him freely
about his life. Mter many years resi
dence among a tribe where he had
his family, his dignity, his wigwam,
and his home, he had visited St.
Louis with $3,000 dollars, and was
now returning to his forsaken squaw
without a dollar."2

This forlorn "Frenchman," per
haps one of the many venturesome
French-Canadians who lived among
Indians as trappers or traders along
the Missouri River frontier, was
hardly the first visitor ever to squan
der a small fortune in St. Louis. The
city teemed with grog shops and
gambling dens that deprived fron
tiersmen of their earnings in short
order and sent them back upriver to
their labors with scarcely a penny.
(One lively French district near
town, Carondelet, was known evoca
tively as Vide Poche, or "empty
pocket.") Some who went on sprees
in St. Louis ended up in jail like
Abraham Bogard, a trapper who ac
companied artist George Catlin on a
journey down the Missouri River
from Fort Union in 1832. Catlin de
scribed St. Louis at that time as a
bustling city of 15,000 inhabitants
that served as "the great depot of all
the Fur Trading Companies to the
Upper Missouri and Rocky Moun
tains, and their starting-place; and
also for the Santa Fe, and other
Trading Companies, who reach the
Mexican borders overland, to trade
for silver bullion, from the extensive
mines of that rich country."3

Some of the wealth gleaned
through such trade was expended
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wisely in St. Louis by shrewd mer
chants seeking goods and equipment
for future ventures. But other visi
tors like Catlin's companion and
helper Bogard were freer and looser
with their cash. Bogard had profited
in a small way as a trapper and
"made show of a few hundred dol
lars" in St. Louis, Catlin noted. "He
came down with a liberal heart,
which he had learned in an Indian
life of ten years, with a strong taste,
which he had acquired, for whiskey,
in a country where it was sold for
twenty dollars per gallon; and with
an independent feeling, which illy
harmonized with rules and regula
tions of a country of laws." Predicta
bly, Bogard took to the bottle in St.
Louis and ended up in the jug,
"where he could deliberately dream
of beavers, and the free and cooling
breezes of the mountain air, without
the pleasure of setting his trap for
the one, or even indulging the hope of
ever again having the pleasure of
breathing the other.,,4

Although Catlin did his best to
console "poor Bogard," he did not
seem to regard the trapper's plight
as a tragedy. By contrast, Matt Field
saw something deeply pathetic in the
situation of that Frenchman-gone
native he met aboard the steam
boat-a frontiersman who had lost
not only his fortune but his identity.
Like Bogard, this wayfarer had a
weakness for liquor and reverted un
der the influence of alcohol to what
Field called ''his savage manner."
Encouraged by his fellow passen
gers, the man danced that night in a
drunken frenzy to the strains of a
violin in the steamboat's Social Hall,
exhibiting the "wild contortions of
the Indian," Field reported, and los
ing all self-control:

"In this state he pounced upon me,
his acquaintance of the morning, and
it required my utmost address to
shake him off and take refuge in my
state room, from whence I heard him
half the night yelling and whooping,
and now and then mingling a French
or English oath with his Indian
lingo.

"What a most novel, yet most mel
ancholy subject for reflection was
this man! There can be no doubt but
in the excited state in which I saw
him he actually fancied himself an
Indian. His habits, even his tastes,
his very nature had become savage,
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and I saw before me the degrading
spectacle of a Christian being wan
dering forever like a thing accursed,
an outcast from his kin, his people
and his God."s

Field, like most of his American
contemporaries, took it for granted
that Indians were intrinsically wild
or savage (he sometimes referred to
them as "red devils") and assumed
that whites who lived at length
among them and adhered to their
customs risked becoming savages
themselves. Yet by Field's own ac
count, this Frenchman had achieved
a measure of prosperity and "dig
nity" among his tribal hosts. Was it
they who degraded him, or was it
rather his contacts with whites and
their intoxicating wares that
brought him to this sorry pass? Was
it his years among the Indians that
reduced him to a "thing accursed," or
his trip to St. Louis?

This is just one of many episodes
in the literature of the Santa Fe Trail
that lends itself to varying interpre
tations. Matt Field himself, in other
articles he wrote about his journey to
Santa Fe and back, demonstrated a
keen awareness of the competing
claims made by civilization and the
wilderness on those who crossed
frontiers. Every party that ventured
down the Santa Fe Trail was in some
sense weighing the values of one
world against another and exploring
the uncharted ground that divided
Anglo-American society from the ri
val cultures of the West, whether In
dian, Spanish, or French-{;ultures
often presumed by Anglos to be infe
rior to their own and yet so durable,
distinctive, and well-suited to the
frontier environment that few
English-speaking travelers escaped
their influence. That influence was
felt not just in tribal territory or in
New Mexico but in that great depot
of western travelers, St. Louis, a city
steeped in the traditions of its
French settlers, its former Spanish
governors, and its many Indian visi
tors.

Strictly speaking, St. Louis was
not the "starting-place" for the Santa
Fe trade, as Catlin suggested. The
traders who pioneered commerce
with New Mexico set out in the early
1820s from the vicinity of Franklin,
situated on the Missouri River
roughly midway across the state.
Later, the jumping-off point shifted
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westward, first to Independence and
then to nearby Westport, within
what is now Kansas City. Each of
those so-called prairie ports had
stores and shops that met the basic
needs of merchants gearing up for
their expeditions. But many travel
ing the Santa Fe Trail for the first
time reached Franklin or Independ
ence by road or by river from St.
Louis, as Matt Field did. And vet
eran traders often returned to St.
Louis to take advantage of its larger
market, where they could purchase
wagons, weapons, or trade goods
that might be cheaper or of higher
quality than those available at the
prairie ports.

James A. Shirley, a storekeeper in
the town of Fayette, near Franklin,
placed a notice in a local newspaper
in 1829 that tacitly acknowledged
the bargains to be had at St. Louis:
''Weare determined to sell Goods as
low as they can be purchased in any
retail house west of St. Louis, with
out any exception.,,6 Shirley may
well have been miffed to see this re
curring advertisement in the same
newspaper that year, placed by
Henry Reily, who kept a store in St.
Louis: ''The subscriber has just re
turned from New York, with a fresh
and Extensive stock of Seasonable
and Fashionable Goods, which he is
enabled (from having purchased
most of them at auctions) to dispose
of at prices much less than what has
usually been obtained in this mar
ket, for similar Goods. Country mer
chants, and those engaged in the
SANTA FE TRADE, are particularly
invited to call and examine the
goods.,,7 The phrase "Seasonable and
Fashionable Goods" was well calcu
lated to appeal to Santa Fe traders,
whose New Mexican customers rel
ished fine fabrics and apparel. To
meet that demand, some enterpris
ing merchants went as far afield as
Philadelphia or New York, where
they secured better deals on choice
articles produced in eastern factories
or imported from Europe and
shipped their wares back to Mis
souri. All this ensured that St. Louis
would remain a conduit for the Santa
Fe trade even as the prairie ports
grew and prospered.

Those heading west with their
wares from St. Louis generally
boarded steamboats for Franklin, In
dependence, or Westport by early
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May. This allowed them to assemble
their wagon trains and cross the
Plains while the grass their animals
depended on was still fresh and
green. It also got them out of St.
Louis before summer arrived with its
oppressive heat and humidity, which
tried visitors' nerves and left them
pining for fresher and healthier
climes. One foreign visitor in that
vexing season, Captain Frederick
Marryat, an English novelist and
veteran of the Royal Navy, remarked
after stopping in St. Louis in 1838:

"In point of heat, St. Louis cer
tainly approaches the nearest to the
Black Hole of Calcutta of any city
that I have sojourned in. The lower
part of town is badly drained, and
very filthy. The flies, on a moderate
calculation, are in many parts fifty to
the square inch.... I found sleep al
most impossible from the sultriness
of the air, and used to remain at the
open window for the greater part of
the night. I did not expect that the
muddy Mississippi would be able to
reflect the silver light of the moon;
yet it did, and the effect was very
beautiful. Truly it may be said of this
river, as it is of many ladies, that it is
a candle-light beauty. There is an
other serious evil to which strangers
who sojourn here are subject-the
violent effects of the waters of the
Mississippi upon those who are not
used to them."a

Some residents touted the city's
notoriously murky water for its pur
gative effects, remarking that it
"scours out the bowels.'>9 But visitors
remained understandably leery of
water the color of coffee and other
apparent health hazards. Humidity,
pestilence, and poor water were not
unique to St. Louis, of course. Resi
dents of many eastern and midwest
ern towns faced similar conditions,
particularly in the summer, and
some who fell ill were inclined to
blame their surroundings and seek a
more invigorating setting. A number
ofthem looked to the West for a cure,
hoping that arduous exposure to its
clear, dry air and purportedly pure
waters would restore their health.
The West and its native inhabitants
might be savage, such venturesome
invalids reasoned, but there was
strength in the wild, and many who
embarked down the road to New
Mexico and other western trails
hoped to tap into that presumably
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restorative power. Benjamin Taylor,
an editor who refashioned a trav
eler's account of his journey to New
Mexico for publication, touted the
venture as a tonic for the soul as well
as the body: "No monotony, no life on
a sea becalmed, is the tour to Santa
Fe, but a moving diorama of stirring
and unexpected incidents, that
quicken the pulse like an electric
thrill, promote a brisk and healthful
circulation, develop courage, endur
ance, presence of mind, generosity
and patience, of which the new pos
sessor never before dreamed-in a
sentence, it brings out the whole
man, physical, mental and moral."l0

Those who knew more about the
Santa Fe trade than Taylor did
might question whether it trans
formed men into paragons of virtue,
but many people shared the belief
that a pilgrimage to New Mexico
could work wonders for those frail in
constitution and sick at heart. Matt
Field set out for Santa Fe in the hope
of curing a stomach ailment that he
saw as symptomatic ofdeeper distur
bances in his life. As he wrote in his
diary in April 1839, a few months
before he left St. Louis and his career
on the stage: "My sickness still con
tinues-worse-worse! Doctors do me
no good. I am very miserable, and I
am lonely-very lonely. But how shall
I marry? Where shall I marry? Why
should I marry when Death seems to
be at work within me?,,11

For heartsore invalids like Field,
taking to the trail offered not only
the hope of a cure but the welcome
prospect of an absorbing engage
ment abroad, free of romantic com
plications and disappointments.
(Like those Frenchmen who signed
on with trading and trapping outfits
that embarked from St. Louis, Field
was happily engage, or pledged to
the company for the duration of the
expedition.) A year or so after re
turning from New Mexico, bolstered
by his success in trading on that in
vigorating journey in print, he mar
ried Cornelia Burke Ludlow, daugh
ter of Noah Ludlow, his former the
atrical producer. 12 Field lived only a
few more years, leaving behind his
wife and two children, but his stint
as a Santa Fe adventurer defined
him as no other role had and infused
his remaining days with purpose.

Another Missouri bachelor-in
this case, a lifelong one-who took to
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the Santa Fe Trail in his twenties to
improve his health and lift his lag
ging spirits was Josiah Gregg, who
felt restored by the experience and
recommended the regimen to others:

''The Prairies have, in fact, be
come very celebrated for their sana
tive effects-more justly so, no doubt,
than the most fashionable watering
places of the North. Most chronic dis
eases, particularly liver complaints,
dyspepsias, and similar affections,
are often radically cured; owing, no
doubt, to the peculiarities of diet,
and the regular exercise incident to
prairie life, as well as to the purity of
the atmosphere of those elevated un
embarrassed regions. An invalid my
self, I can answer for the efficacy of
the remedy, at least in my own case.
Though, like other valetudinarians, I
was disposed to provide an ample
supply of such commodities as I
deemed necessary for my comfort
and health, I was not long upon the
prairies before I discovered that
most of such extra preparations were
unnecessary, or at least quite dis
pensable. A few knickknacks, as a
little tea, rice, fruits, crackers, etc.,
suffice very well for the first fort
night, after which the invalid is gen
erally able to take the fare of the
hunter and teamster. Though I set
out myself in a carriage, before the
close of the first week I saddled my
pony; and when we reached the buf
falo range, I was not only as eager for
the chase as the sturdiest of my com
panions, but I enjoyed far more ex
quisitely my share of the buffalo,
than all the delicacies which were
ever devised to provoke the most fas
tidious appetite.,,13

Many shared Gregg's hope of find
ing a cure on the trail, but experience
taught travelers that a trip west
could just as easily ruin one's health
as restore it. Among the serious ail
ments that sometimes afflicted those
embarking from St. Louis was ma
laria, often described as "fever and
ague." One traveler laid low by fever
and ague was Alexander Barclay, an
Englishman raised in genteel pov
erty who crossed the Atlantic in the
hope of making his fortune. Barclay
spent two years working as a clerk in
St. Louis before setting out on the
Santa Fe Trail in the summer of
1838 to serve as bookkeeper and su
perintendent of stores at Bent's Fort.
One of his motives for leaving St.

9



Louis was to escape the suffocating
humidity and swarms of mosquitoes.
He soon discovered as others had
before him, however, that those
same pestiferous conditions pre
vailed in summertime clear across
Missouri and into the eastern
reaches of Indian country. On the
way to Bent's Fort, he came down
with a severe case of fever and ague
that sapped his strength for months
to come. "I am so reduced every
movement is an exertion and cannot
walk 60 yards without resting," he
wrote home from the fort that Octo
ber. 14

A similar fate befell William Fair
holme, a British officer who stopped
in St. Louis briefly in 1840 before
taking to the Santa Fe Trail for a
hunting expedition with some com
rades serving with him in Canada.
Fairholme was delighted with the
flora and fauna he met with on his
journey, but he was less enthusiastic
about the society he encountered.
Much like Missourians visiting New
Mexico, he found Americans on the
frontier rather boorish and back
ward. A run-in with a high-handed
magistrate in lllinois left him fum
ing. "So much for the administration
of Justice in the United States," he
wrote. 15 And when he fell sick on his
way across Missouri after sweltering
in St. Louis-the heat there "in sum
mer is quite overpowering,"16 he
complained-a physician of doubtful
qualifications in Jefferson City of
fered him a cure that was perhaps
worse than the disease: "In the even
ing I was obliged to take to my bed,
and sent for a doctor who, giving me
mercury in quantities that would
have astonished an English M.D.,
told me that I had a severe attack of
fever & ague. He had the prudent
kindness to inform me at the same
time that 3 men had died of it within
the last week at that house."!? Had it
not been for the attentions of a fellow
traveler and a "dear little English
woman" who was boarding at the
same hotel, Fairholme added, "I do
not think I should have lived, for the
people of the house took scarcely any
trouble about me and little groups of
the townspeople used to assemble in
my room at all hours of the day to
stare at me!' Whether because of the
disease he contracted or the harsh
cure his doctor administered, he was
debilitated for some time to come
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and had to leave much of the hunting
to his companions. He would have
been better off taking the quinine
pills devised by Dr. John Sapping
ton, who settled in the town ofArrow
Rock, where travelers heading to
and from Santa Fe crossed the Mis
souri River by ferry, and purveyed
his worthy medicine to those suffer
ing from malarial fever.

Travelers bound for Santa Fe
were less likely to come down with
"fever and ague" once they reached
drier country with fewer mosquitoes.
But they remained at risk of con
tracting dysentery and other disor
ders caused by poor sanitation or
foul drinking water (streams on the
Plains could be as muddy as the Mis
sissippi). In this as in other respects,
St. Louis offered less of a contrast to
conditions at the far end of the trail
than it did a preview of what lay
ahead. The city's rough, frontier as
pects were neatly summarized by
Philip St. George Cooke, who was
stationed as a lieutenant at Jeffer
son Barracks, near St. Louis, before
embarking on the first of several
eventful journeys on the Santa Fe
Trail:

"The characteristics of St. Louis,
in 1827, which first struck me, were
the muddiness of the streets-the
badness of the hotels-the numbers of
the Creole-French, speaking the
French language-working on the
Sabbath-a floating population of
trappers, traders, boatmen, and In
dians-and finally, an absence of pa
per currency. These were all very
distinctive; and in truth, St. Louis
had very little ofthe Anglo-American
character. Rowdyism was the order
of the day-the predominating influ
ence of the street population of In
dian traders and other northwestern
adventurers. These men, in outre
dresses, and well armed, were as
characteristic in their deportment as
sailors; exhibiting the independence,
confidence, and recklessness of their
wild and lawless way of life."18

Cooke would find conditions much
the same when he later reached New
Mexico, where trappers and other
rowdies mingled with· Indians and
settlers who might be described in
Cooke's terms as Creole-Spanish (in
the sense that their Hispanic heri
tage had been modified by native in
fluences). In both St. Louis and
Santa Fe, the populace seemed to

Wagon Tracks

defy Protestant scruples in ways
that went beyond the custom of trad
ing on the Sabbath. One young east
erner who arrived in St. Louis in
1829 complained that its French in
habitants were "Generally absolute
Strangers to the Social virtues and
remarkable for Laziness & Debauch
ery,,,19a complaint of the sort often
directed at New Mexicans.

Over time, St. Louis took on more
of an Anglo-American flavor, but up
until the 1840s, it embodied the poly
glot nature of the frontier West.
Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of In
dians lived in and around the town,
and many more visited there on such
occasions as the treaty councils con
vened by William Clark, the cele
brated explorer and longtime super
intendent of Indian Affairs. Clark's
nephew, William Clark Kennerly,
who went west on the Santa Fe Trail
as an officer during the Mexican
War, witnessed several of those
councils while growing up in St.
Louis in the late 1820s and 1830s:

"We were, of course, fascinated
with the pirogues (sort of dugout ca
noes) which kept arriving at the wa
ter front. We would tag along with
the Indians to their camp sites and
watch them make their domestic
preparations and would later help
distribute the presents which Uncle
Clark had brought out to them....
After the real business was con
cluded, they would relax their dig
nity and, to the rhythm of their
drums, sing arid dance through the
streets. They would call on their
white friends and partake of much
refreshment; and, as much of the en
tertainment was of an alcoholic na
ture, things got pretty lively toward
the end. I have sometimes wondered
if there were not many aching heads
and bad tempers in the departing ca
noes."20

Many Indians living along the up
per Missouri found it more conven
ient to travel to and from councils in
St. Louis by steamboat once paddle
wheelers began venturing farther up
that river on a regular basis in the
1830s. Santa Fe traders who
boarded steamboats in St. Louis
packed with Indians and other exotic
figures got a foretaste of what they
might encounter later at Bent's Fort
on the Mountain Route, where Chey
ennes and other tribal trading part
ners of the fort's proprietors camped
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outside the gates and made them
selves at home. And few stretches of
the trail's notorious Cimarron Route
were as hazardous for wayfarers as
Battle Rowand other mean streets
down by the levee in St. Louis. Wil
liam Fairholme described the shock
of disembarking there in 1840 after a
tranquil journey down the Missis
sippi: "The stunning, never ceasing
roar of the steam of boats coming in
& departing, the hum of the bustling
throng of people on the shore, the
rattling of numerous drays & carts,
and the loud vociferations and
strange appearance of the crowds of
black porters, touters of hotels, &c.
who make a rush at each steamer as
she takes up her berth, formed a dis
agreeable contrast to the silence and
solitude of the prairies & forests we
had for some days past been travers
ing.,,21

Among those lurking amid the
crowds on the levee were more than
a few thieves and cutthroats. Ken
nerly, who got to know George Catlin
during the artist's frequent visits to
the home of William Clark, which in
cluded a museum of Indian artifacts,
recalled that Catlin "used to com
plain that he could leave no baggage
on the levee or he would never see it
again.'>22 One wary merchant disem
barked from a steamboat there to
make purchases for the Santa Fe
trade with two strongboxes, watched
over by six Mexican guards toting
carbines and wearing "formidable
sombreros.,,23

Those strongboxes most likely
contained bullion or specie-money in
coin form-both of which were heart
ily welcomed in St. Louis and in the
prairie ports upriver. Missouri was
chronically short of cash, and trade
with Mexico, which abounded in sil
ver, did much to reduce the reliance
of Missourians on barter or on sus
pect bank notes. In May 1841, a
newspaper in St. Louis announced
the imminent arrival in Independ
ence of a wagon train returning from
Santa Fe with as much as "200,000
dollars in specie." Around the same
time, the same issue related, a group
of merchants including citizens of
Mexico arrived from that country in
St. Louis by boat: "It is reported that
this party bring with them about
$120,000 in specie. An acceptable
commodity here just now.,,24 Mexi
can and Spanish coins mingled in the
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cash boxes of St. Louis with Ameri
can dollars, French crowns, and Eng
lish shillings, Kennerly noted, and
merchants had to be "alert to com
pute the circulating coin of so many
realms."25

Infusions of cash from the Santa
Fe trade helped to transform rough
and-ready St. Louis into a city of
some refinement by the 1840s, with
paved streets, public schools, and at
least one hotel of distinction, the
Planter's House. Frenchman Victor
Tixier, who stopped in St. Louis in
1840 during an expedition that car
ried him up the Missouri River into
Osage country, observed that the
frontier had advanced far beyond the
city in recent decades, leaving its in
habitants relatively safe and secure:

"We took lodging at the house of a
M. Viguier, a countryman of ours
who keeps a boarding house on Main
Street. One can see on this street,
across the Market Place, an old
house, built like the old Louisiana
houses; it is shielded on one side by a
wall with loopholes, which protected
it twenty-five years ago from the at
tacks of the Osage who lived close to
Saint Louis. At that time people
went to New Orleans on sailboats. It
was a six months trip that one never
undertook without writing his will.
But times have changed; Saint Louis
has become an American city; one
can travel in five or six days the
1,221 miles which separate it from
New Orleans, and the Osage have
been driven beyond the borders of
the State of Missouri.,,26

St. Louis may have lost its raw
frontier character by the 1840s, but
it still derived much ofits wealth and
vitality from dealings with people
who were making plans to set out
across frontiers at considerable risk
and expense. Wagonmakers like Jo
seph Murphy prospered in St. Louis,
for example, by successfully compet
ing for the business of Santa Fe
traders, who used their vehicles both
as freight carriers and as bulwarks
against attack and often had need of
new ones. (Many sold their battered
wagons for a tidy sum once they
reached Mexico and bought a fresh
set of wheels for their next venture
after returning to Missouri.) Some
traders ordered wagons from Pitts
burgh, renowned for its sturdy Con
estogas, and others purchased their
vehicles in Independence or one of
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the other prairie ports. Murphy and
his fellow wagonmakers in St. Louis
knew the needs of their customers,
however, and adapted to their
changing requirements. When Gov
ernor Manuel Armijo of New Mexico
altered the tariff on American goods
imported to Santa Fe in 1839 by
charging a flat $500 fee for each
wagon load, Murphy reportedly
came up with a bigger vehicle that
entered legend and grew to fabulous
proportions-his son later described
that behemoth as having a fifty-foot
long tongue and wheels that were
eight inches wide at the rim and
stood seven feet high.27 A monster of
those dimensions never stalked the
trail, but local wagonmakers like
Murphy indeed built larger vehicles
in response to Armijo's new tariff.
Traders made the most of such over
sized wagons, Josiah Gregg noted,
loading them with the costliest arti
cles and forcing Governor Armijo to
"return to an ad valorem system.,,28

Those who catered to the Santa Fe
trade and other frontier ventures in
St. Louis were by no means assured
of success. Traders seldom paid cash
in full for goods they purchased to be
sold in Mexico or offered to Indians
along the way. Often, they bought on
credit and settled their accounts
when they returned from their ven
tures, as much as a year or two later.
When traders Charles Bent and Ce.
ran St. Vrain formed the partnership
in 1832 that led to the establishment
of Bent's Fort, for example, they pur
chased goods on credit from mer
chants James and Robert Aull of
Missouri and left the brothers this
note: ''Ten months after date we
promise to pay James & Robert Aull
or order-at St. Louis, Eight hundred
and forty Two dollars and Sixteen
cents for Value recd.,,29 This was a fa
vorable arrangement for the Aulls,
for the note specified the date of pay
ment and the borrowers were men of
their word. Not all accounts were
settled promptly or in full, however,
and merchants awaiting payment
from Santa Fe traders sometimes
had trouble meeting their own obli
gations.

James J. Webb, before embarking
for New Mexico in 1844, operated a
dry goods store near the levee in St.
Louis that featured such items as
muslins, calicoes, and linens-popu
lar offerings in the Santa Fe trade as
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well as in the local market. That
store turned out to be a losing propo
sition, and Webb concluded that he
would be better off trying to sell such
wares directly to the New Mexicans.
In July 1844, he related, "I found my
self with six hundred dollars left
from a borrowed capital of one thous
and dollars, and out of business and
ready for any adventure that offered
employment and a reasonable pros
pect of future profit." Eugene Leit
ensdorfer and other veterans of the
Santa Fe trade offered Webb advice
and helped him obtain credit. "I
bought about twelve hundred dol
lars' worth of goods," Webb wrote,
"and left St. Louis about the fifteenth
for Independence, with money
enough to pay my freight and pas
sage up the river and hotel bill at In
dependence."JO There he received
further credit from one of the town's
leading merchants and outfitters,
Sam Owens, an associate of the Aulls
who helped many get started in the
trade and ventured to New Mexico
himself more than once.

As illustrated by Webb's story,
failure or adversity often had much
to do with propelling men down the
road to New Mexico. Merchants who
faltered in St. Louis or Independence
could always try to recoup their for
tunes in Santa Fe or Chihuahua.
And mountain men who drank or
gambled away their savings in town
could always enlist with a west
bound caravan as wagon men or
hunters and regain a measure of sol
vency and self-respect. Like the hope
of a cure that drew invalids west
ward, the dream offinancial redemp
tion on the trail had spiritual over
tones. Every journey was indeed an
"adventure," as Webb put it, a com
mercial outing that took on aspects
of a pilgrimage, replete with trials
that tested a man body and soul and
held out the promise, for those who
prevailed, of rewards that tran
scended financial calculation.

Such were the dreams that drew
the aspiring young writer and histo
rian Francis Parkman to St. Louis in
the spring of 1846 on a journey that
would carry him up the Missouri to
Westport, out along the Oregon Trail
to Fort Laramie, and back east along
the Santa Fe Trail. Born in Boston to
a prominent family, Parkman did
not seek fortune in the West, but he
did hope to restore his faltering
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health and enhance his prospects as
an author. He reached St. Louis in
mid-April, a month or so before the
United States declared war on Mex
ico. Santa Fe traders were racing to
get started before hostilities inter
fered with their business, while
land-hungry emigrants, largely
oblivious to border tensions, were
hectically outfitting for long journeys
west that could prove disastrous if
launched too late in the year. The
burst of activity provided Parkman
with a compelling lead for his classic,
The Oregon Trail:

''Last spring, 1846, was a busy
season in the city of St. Louis. Not
only were emigrants from every part
of the country preparing for the jour
ney to Oregon and California, but an
unusual number of traders were
making ready their wagons and out
fits for Santa Fe. The hotels were
crowded, and the gunsmiths and
saddlers were kept constantly at
work in providing arms and equip
ments for the different parties of
travellers. Steamboats were leaving
the levee and passing up the Mis
souri, crowded with passengers on
their way to the frontier."31

These were exciting times, but the
crush of goods and humanity in St.
Louis-and on the steamboat Rad
nor, which Parkman boarded with a
friend and relative in late
April-forced the young Bostonian to
confront realities that defied any ro
mantic notions about the frontier he
may have harbored. In his book, he
described the scene dispassionately,
but in the journal that he kept dur
ing his travels he made it clear that
he found these first encounters with
the West somewhat disillusioning.
Such were his considered impres
sions of the Radnor and its diverse
cargo in The Oregon Trail:

''The boat was loaded until the wa
ter broke alternately over her
guards. Her upper-deck was covered
with large wagons of a peculiar form,
for the Santa Fe trade, and her hold
was crammed with goods for the
same destination. There were also
the equipments and provisions of a
party of Oregon emigrants, a band of
mules and horses, piles of saddles
and harness, and a multitude of non
descript articles, indispensable on
the prairies....

''The passengers on board the 'Ra
dnor' corresponded with her freight.
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In her cabin were Santa Fe traders,
gamblers, speculators, and adven
turers of various descriptions, and
her steerage was crowded with Ore
gon emigrants, 'mountain men,' ne
groes, and a party ofKanzas Indians,
who had been on a visit to St.
Louis.'>32

In his journal, Parkman had more
to say about these passengers, and
little of it was complimentary. He of
fered these tart observations on the
Kansas, or Caw, Indians, in his jour
nal entry for the last day of April,
which brought the Radnor to Jeffer
son City:

"The wretched Caw Indians on
board were hired, for a pint of whis
key, to sing. The chief, a mean
looking old fellow, expecting a friend
at Jefferson, painted, took his sword,
and wrapped his blanket about him.
In this attire he went ashore, and sa
luted his acquaintance-a white
man-with great cordiality. One of
the others indulged in a little fooling
with a fat Negro, who danced while
the Indian sang.',33

On the following day, Parkman
noted that the Indians were "playing
cards about the deck. They have a
paper for begging, and one of them
sat on the deck collecting contribu
tions yesterday."34 Parkman was not
the only observer who found some
thing "wretched" or unseemly in the
way members of the Kansas tribe
sought favors from strangers. Many
traveling up the Missouri River and
out along the Santa Fe Trail com
plained of their penchant for "collect
ing contributions" or otherwise im
posing on wayfarers they encoun
tered. These Kansas seemingly re
sembled that Frenchman-gone
native lamented by Matt Field, only
in reverse. They had been trans
formed in tragic ways by too-close
contact with whites-deprived of
their ancestral lands by treaty, rele
gated to meager reservations that of
fered them little in the way of subsis
tence, fobbed off with annuity pay
ments that sometimes ended up in
the hands of unscrupulous traders in
exchange for whiskey, and reduced
on occasion to begging or stealing.
Knowing little of their history, Park
man and others could only deplore
their dismal and dependent condi
tion.

Perhaps what most disturbed
travelers about the Kansas, how-
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ever, was that their plight was not
really that exceptional. They were
vivid embodiments of the dangers
that faced all those who crossed cul
tural frontiers and exchanged one
way of life for another. Anyone who
abandoned his native ground and
lost his moorings-whether willingly
or reluctantly, whether in pursuit of
mere subsistence or conspicuous
profit-might end up "wandering for
ever like a thing accursed," as Matt
Field put it. Indeed, the Radnor had
among its wealthier passengers a
merchant who was as much an out
cast in his way as Matt Field's fellow
traveler. As Parkman observed in
his journal on May 1st: "Speyer, the
Santa Fe trader, has an immense
number of goods on board."35 This
was Albert Speyer, a man of many
countries and no fixed loyalties who
held passports from his native Prus
sia and from England. He gained
lasting notoriety in the months fol
lowing his voyage up the Missouri on
the Radnor by eluding pursuing
American troops and carrying a
shipment of arms and ammunition
to Mexico, which by then was at war
with the United States. Speyer was
not an American citizen, and he had
contracted to deliver the goods bef
ore hostilities erupted. But those
facts did not keep him from being re
garded as suspect.

Parkman and his companions on
board did not have to know much
about Speyer or the nature of his
business to sense that there was
something about the Santa Fe trade
that defied custom and lured risk
takers. The journey up the Missouri
by steamboat, for all its excitements
and diversions, was fraught with
warnings of the dangers that lay
ahead for those who ventured too far
afield and crossed boundaries. Pas
sengers could hear those warnings in
the drunken cries of whites like
Field's traveling companion who had
seemingly lived too long among Indi
ans or in the begging songs of Indi
ans who had perhaps come to depend
too much on whites. And they could
sense those warnings as well in the
angry antics of the river itself, de
scribed with poetic precision by
Parkman in his book:

''Thus laden the boat struggled
upward for seven or eight days
against the rapid current of the Mis
souri, grating upon snags, and hang-
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ing for two or three hours at a time
upon sand-bars. We entered the
mouth of the Missouri in a drizzling
rain, but the weather soon became
clear, and showed distinctly the
broad and turbid river, with its ed
dies, its sand-bars, its ragged is
lands, and forest-covered shores.
The Missouri is constantly changing
its course,-wearing away its banks
on one side, while it forms new ones
on the other. Its channel is continu
ally shifting. Islands are formed, and
then washed away; and while the old
forests on one side are undermined
and swept off, a young growth
springs up from the new soil upon
the other.,,36

It must have seemed at times to
those who struggled upward against
the current in pursuit of profit that
the fitful Missouri was dead-set
against them. What could adventur
ers hope to gain in a race for riches or
redemption that began at a snail's
pace on a course that was constantly
shifting? Perhaps their dreams
would be undermined as thoroughly
as those old trees on the crumbling
banks of the Missouri, leaving only
pointed tales of their folly to alert fu
ture travelers. Or perhaps they
would persist in defiance of all warn
ings and forebodings, negotiate the
hazards in their path, and profit
handsomely in the end by those fresh
opportunities that seemed to sprout
up eternally on one side of the abyss
even as ambitions tottered and col
lapsed on the other.
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traders.

• • • •
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oil painting for the National Frontier
Trails Center, Independence, MO, ti
tled "Trails Out of Independence-
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Dora (Froetschner) Wetzel of Of
ferle, KS, mother of SFTA board
member Joanne VanCoevern, died
April 26, 2002, at the age of 86. She
lived along the Trail. Sympathy is
extended to family and friends.

• • • •
Judge Peggy Nelson of Taos has

ruled that the former public road on
the UU Bar Ranch south of Rayado,
NM, following a portion of the Moun
tain Route of the Trail, that was
closed to the public in 1985 will re
main closed.

• • • •
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of Popular Mechanics was recently
offered on ebay. Your editor won a
dueling bid with SFTA member
Chris Patterson. The issue contains
an informative article by pilot Heath
Proctor, "An Airline Pilot Rides the
Wagon Trail," with story and photos
about the Santa Fe Trail. This collec
tor's item will be donated to the
Santa Fe Trail Center.
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30. James Josiah Webb. Adventures in the
Santo Fe Trade, 1844-1847, ed Ralph P.
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N. Feltskog (1849; reprint lincoln: Univer 
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The California and Oregon Trail. but the
title was abridged to its present form in
later editions.

32. Ibid.• 2.
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Parkman. ed. Mason Wade (New York:

• • • •

1837." It shows the village of Inde
pendence in the background, witha
wagon train headed for Santa Fe
across the present Bingham
Waggoner grounds, a circle of wag
ons where the National Frontier
Trails Center now stands, and local
traffic. This painting will be used on
one of the interpretive panels
planned for the swales on the
Bingham-Waggoner grounds.

• • • •
Fundraising is underway for the

Fort Osage Education Center, a $3.6
million project of Jackson County
Parks and Recreation to be built at
Fort Osage in Sibley, MO. The 1825
1826 survey of the Santa Fe Trail be
gan at Fort Osage.

• • • •
On April 6 a special program at

the Las Vegas City Museum and
Rough Rider Memorial marked the
opening of the "Traveling Santa Fe
Trail Exhibit," designed by Dan En
ger, an artist from Taos. He is also
designing another traveling exhibit,
"The Santa Fe Trail in Popular Cul
ture." These exhibits are fundedby a
Scenic Byways grant.

• • • •
Mike and Patti Olsen are moving

from Las Vegas, NM, to Colorado
Springs, CO. Both retired from
teaching positions in Las Vegas.
Patti plans to teach in Colorado
Springs, and Mike has been ap
pointed archivist for the Old Col~

rado City Historical Society. Their
new address is PO Box 25175, Col~
rado Springs CO 80936. We wish
them well.

• • • •
Mark L. Gardner has an article,

''The Brave Cowboy," in the June
2002 issue of New Mexico Magazine.
It is about Edward Abbey's book and
the 1957 movie that was based on it:
Lonely are the Brave, starring Kirk
Douglas.

• • • •
Belfonte and Blue Bunny brands

of ice cream, both based in Kansas
City, have issued a new flavor: Santa
Fe Trail Mix. Maybe it will become
the official dessert at all Trail meals.

• • • •
Kaw Heritage Park near Council

Grove, KS, was officially opened
with appropriate ceremony on April
20. This included the opening of 3.5
miles of the 150-mile Flint Hills Na
ture Trail, the section from Council
Grove to the Park.
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(The following account of a trip over
the Trail by several Sisters ofLoretto
in 1852 is an abridged excerpt of one
chapter from Sister Patricia Jean
Manion's forthcoming book, Beyond
the Adobe Wall, scheduled for release
in June by Two Trails Press in Inde
pendence, Mo. This book tells the
story of Magdalen Hayden who with
five other Sisters of Loretto volun
teered to travel to New Mexico Terri
tory from Kentucky in 1852. Only
Magdalen and three of the other
women survived the journey. Over
the next 42 years, besides establish
ing Our Lady of Light Academy in
Santa Fe, she opened schools in Ber
nalillo, Denver, Las Cruces, Las Ve
gas, Mora, Socorro, and Taos.

Author Patricia Jean Manion is a
Sister of Loretto who taught at the
Santa Fe Academy in the 1950s. She
returned to Santa Fe two years ago to
write this book and to plan the 150th
anniversary celebration of that jour
ney to be held in Santa Fe September
20-22, 2002. Special thanks to Sister
Patricia Jean for sharing this. The
book will be available from SFTA
Last Chance Store.)
THE rest of the wagon train had
moved on to Santa Fe. Magdalen and
her companions, escorted by Father
Machebeuf, had kept to the Trail as
far as Tecolote. Later they turned
south in order to reach Bishop Jean
B. Lamy's ranch some miles from
Galisteo. Now after resting there for
five days, they were eager to reach
Santa Fe. The three-month journey
from Kentucky would soon be over.

Magdalen Hayden, Catherine Ma
honey, Rosanna Dant, and Roberta
Brown had left the Loretto Mother
house in Kentucky on June 27,1852.
With them that day were their supe
rior, Mother Matilda Mills, and an
other sister, Monica Bailey. All six
had volunteered to leave the United
States and travel more than 1200
miles to the recently-acquired Terri
tory of New Mexico.

Their journey began by horse
drawn wagon, winding over heavily
wooded hills and across small
streams to Bardstown. There they
took the afternoon stage for nearly
50 miles of rolling landscape to reach
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THREE MONTHS TO SANTA FE
by Sister Patricia Jean Manion, SL

Louisville and the Ohio River. They
knew as they waved to their sisters
standing at the convent gate that
they were not likely to see them
again. Others had gone to Missouri
and to Osage Mission in Indian Ter
ritory-and returned, but they were
taking Catholic education farther
west than any of their predecessors.
Vast stretches of river, plains, and
mountains, many days and nights
and seasons would soon lie between
them and all they knew.

On the day of departure from Lou
isville, they saw the paddlewheel
steamer, The Lady Franklin,1 being
unloaded and reloaded with cargo.
They watched as their one trunk was
carried aboard. Then the little group
with their small valises found them
selves crossing to the deck.

As the sisters waved to the slowly
fading figures on the levee, The Lady
Franklin edged into mid river. From
Louisville it followed the Ohio River
downstream, south to the confluence
with the Mississippi, then north to
St. Louis. For nearly a week they
would pass small river towns and
forests. The splendor of the night sky
and the full greenness of the summer
fields would prove to be the most con·
genial part of their long journey to
Santa Fe.

On arrival in St. Louis, the six
women went by carriage another 15
miles to Florissant where the Sisters
of Loretto operated a fine academy.
The travelers were to wait there for
word from Bishop Lamy about their
departure date for Independence.

Jean Baptist Lami had been
Bishop of Santa Fe for only two
years. Eleven years before his ap
pointment to Santa Fe, Lamy, a 25
year-old missionary from France,
landed in Cincinnati, Ohio, knowing
little English. His years there made
for fluency in his adopted language,
which like his Spanish always car
ried echoes of his native Auvergne.

Formal education was an urgent
need Lamy found in his vast diocese,
which included not only the Terri
tory of New Mexico, but parts of
what would be Colorado and Ari
zona. In the short time he had been
in Santa Fe, he had begun to teach
some of the young boys. He wanted
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religious Sisters to establish schools
for the girls. His appeal to the Sisters
of Loretto, the 40-year-old commu
nity of women founded in Kentucky,
brought a positive response. They
could spare six from the many who
had volunteered.

From Baltimore, Bishop Lamy
had sent word to the sisters in Floris
sant that he hoped to meet them in
St.Louis on July 4. It was, however,
some days later when they received a
second message that he was neces
sarily delayed.

It was not until July 10 that Sister
Magdalen Hayden first met Bishop
Lamy on the levee at St. Louis. The
area near the river front still showed
signs of the devastating fire which
three years before had destroyed
more than 20 riverboats and most of
the buildings nearby.3 Only by he
roic efforts had the Cathedral of St.
Louis been saved from destruction.

The day they boarded the stern
wheel packet, The Kansas,· the trip
to Independence was expected to
take eight days, more or less, de
pending upon the river's coopera
tion. The Missouri, because of its fre
quent twists and turns, was North
America's longest river at the time.
Its snake-like meandering caused
the channel to shift. Those shifts
made for delays as the captain had to
calculate each situation. On the Mis
souri, steamboats dropped anchor at
night because the river was only
safely navigated in daylight. Be
sides, the steamboat had to stop
twice a day for the crew to purchase,
or sometimes gather, wood to feed
the hungry furnace that fired the
boilers. Without steam, even a sleek
vessel like The Kansas could not
move upstream. .

Once underway, Bishop Lamy ex
plained the nature of his delay.
When he reached St. Louis, he had
found that Reverend Mr. Prende
prat, a young priest from Cleveland,
whom the bishop had expected to go
with him to Santa Fe, was seriously
ill. Sadly, the priest died of cholera
and the bishop had taken care of his
burial. As the bishop shared news of
the loss of the young priest, neither
Lamy nor the six women had any
idea that more disappointments
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were to come. Already cholera was a
passenger on The Kansas.

The Sisters were quartered in two
cabins on the top deck of the low two
deck vessel. From there they had a
clear view of the expanse of forest
and fields on either side of the river.
During the long summer days,
Bishop Lamy began giving the sis
ters lessons in the language of New
Mexico. With his own recent efforts
to learn Spanish and his early strug
gles with English, Lamy was patient
and careful. Although military per
sonnel and some Santa Fe mer
chants spoke English, Spanish was
the language of the people.

The first five days on the tem
peramental Missouri River, with its
unpredictable shifts, went smoothly.
The Sisters had time to practice
Spanish phrases with each other,
laughing at their mistakes. Sister
Magdalen began copying Spanish
sentences, preparing to write letters
in Spanish.

In the early hours of July 16, the
future of the little group changed
radically. The first case of cholera
appeared. Mother Matilda, the supe
rior, was suddenly ill. The burning
fever, vomiting, and cramps left no
doubt that she had contracted the fa
tal disease. In a matter of hours, it
was apparent that she was dying.
They had scarcely realized their loss
when it became apparent that Sister
Monica, too, was ailing. She had the
first symptoms of cholera.

Captain Joe La Barge, required by
law to dock as soon as possible in the
case of serious contagion, dropped
anchor at Todd's Landing, six miles
down-river from Independence. Bis
hop Lamy and his party had to leave
the boat. As evening fell, they made a
forlorn picture: the tall clergyman,
four black-garbed Sisters followed by
a makeshift coffin and Sister Monica
on a cot. The only place for the night
was a deserted warehouse belonging
to the owner of Todd's store.

Understandably the few inhabi
tants of Todd's Landing moved away
from the dock. Even the mention of
cholera made them mortally afraid.
For several years they had seen
many of their kin die from cholera.
Only later would Lamy and the sis
ters realize that they were part of the
1852 epidemic.

Because of contagion, Bishop
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Lamy knew it would be impossible to
get permission to take Mother Matil
da's body into Independence for bur
ial. Fortunately, a Mr. Stayton ap
proached the bishop and offered a
place on his property. Mter dark,
with several volunteers, they carried
the coffin some distance through the
woods and up a hill where a grave
had already been dug.

By the next morning, it was clear
that Sister Monica was too ill to be
moved. She would have to remain in
the warehouse. Sister Magdalen of
fered to stay and care for her. Bishop
Lamy arranged for a carriage to take
the other three Sisters into Inde
pendence. There he found lodging for
them with a Mrs. Chambers.

When Lamy returned to the ware
house the next day, he found that
Sister Magdalen, too, had taken ill.
The sun beating on the warehouse
roof had created unbearable condi
tions. Monica and Magdalen would
not survive if they remained there.
Immediately he put the two women
into the buggy and moved them a few
miles closer to Independence where
he had a tent erected for them. Mrs.
Dermody, a woman who had been
waiting to depart for Santa Fe, vol
unteered .to care for Monica and
Magdalen. With the change of loca
tion and with Mrs. Dermody's care,
Sister Magdalen began to regain her
strength almost immediately.

On July 29 after purchasing sev
eral more mules and replenishing
the supply of flour, beans, and coffee,
Lamy announced that with the ten
wagons and "several other convey
ances" that he had secured, the cara
van would start west in two days. It
was already clear that Sister Monica
could not make the trip. She would
have to return to Florissant when
she felt well enough to travel. Bishop
Lamy reassured her that there
would be other opportunities for her
to make the journey west. Santa Fe
was going to need more teachers and
she would be welcome whenever she
was able to travel.

Bishop Lamy took Sister Mag
dalen aside. Seated on a small rise of
land, they talked briefly. He asked if
she was well enough to make the
journey. With no hesitation, Mag
dalen assured him that she was
ready to start for Santa Fe. With
that settled, Lamy asked if she
would be willing to be named supe-
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rior in Mother Matilda's place.
Somewhat surprised by the ques
tion, Magdalen said that she was
willing but only if her superiors in
Kentucky agreed. For Lamy that
was assurance enough.

Magdalen Hayden, 39, had al
ready served as superior at several
Missouri convents. Being responsi
ble for a community of four seemed
simple enough. Going to a foreign
land with so many unknowns was
the challenge. How unlike other
places would Santa Fe be?

Early on August 1, word was
passed from tent to tent that it was
time to break camp. All personal be
longings and camping items were to
be placed in designated wagons.
They were leaving Independence.
Eager to be on the way west after
waiting so long, all 23 members of
Lamy's party seemed "jubilant."

Typically, as Josiah Gregg wrote
earlier, the first "All's set!" is heard.
"All's set," is directly responded from
every quarter. ''Then, the 'heps' of
drivers--the cracking of whips-the
trampling of feet-the occasional
creak of wheels--the rumbling of
wagons...." They are on their way!5

In less than an hour, other words
were passed from the front. A wagon
was in trouble. A wheel had to be re
paired. There was nothing to do but
stop. Perhaps it would be necessary
to camp for the night. That thought
was short-lived. Rain began to fall.
In minutes it was too late to raise the
tents. The only alternative was for
everyone to crowd inside the covered
wagons and wait. .

As night fell, a raging storm took
over. Wind, lightning, and thunder
rocked the wagons. Each blast
threatened to rip the canvas from its
moorings. The sisters huddled to
gether fearing the wagon would be
torn apart. Sleep was impossible.
Sometime before dawn the rain
stopped and the storm moved on.

Later Sister Magdalen learned
from the bishop that during that
stormy, sleepless night, he had con
sidered returning to Independence.
Had he been premature in bringing
sisters to the primitiveness of New
Mexico? The first weeks had already
carried indications that this was per
haps a doomed undertaking. By day
light, he apparently reconsidered.
Only later did he share the misgiv-

May 2002



ings of that stormy night. Once the
wagon was repaired, the caravan
continued toward Indian Territory.

After several shorter delays, on
August 6, at a resting place called
Blue River Camp, Lamy wrote to his
friend Bishop Blanc in New Orleans:
"I am writing to you from under a
tree twenty miles west of Independ
ence. The first time I went to New
Mexico, I met with some contre
temps, but it seems that the divine
providence has been pleased to send
me this time, more severe trials, dis
appointments and troubles than at
my first. A grand priest from the dio
cese of Cleveland was coming with
me to share the labour of our minis
try in N. Mexico, but he died of the
cholera at St. Louis on the 4th of
July. His name was Rev. Mr. Prende
prato From St. Louis to Independ
ence the mother superior of the Sis
ters of Loretto died also of the chol
era on board the steamboat Kansas.
The 16th of July the same dayan
other Sister was taken sick and is yet
very low. I have been obligated to
leave her at Independence, a much
grave regret. Two more Sisters were
also attacked by the same dreadful
epidemic but thank God they got
over. My Mexican priest has been
very sick, and now he is just able for
travel in a carriage. Besides I have
lost nine of my best animals. You
know, Mgr, that we have to travel
through the plains with caravans,
and that every thing has to be
brought by wagons.... I hope to take
a fair start tomorrow for the plains
are only two or three miles from the
boundaries between the State ofMis
souri and the Indian territory.'>6

Again on their way, while de
scending a steep hill, the mules pull
ing the Sisters' Dearborn carriagi
apparently became frightened and
began running. At the time, besides
the driver, only Sister Magdalen was
in the wagon. Those watching
thought it would turn over, but the
driver calmly stopped the mules at
the foot of the hill. Neither Sister
Magdalen nor the driver was
harmed. Those watching, however,
had found the incident extremely
frightening.

During the summer months,
wagon trains traveling east to west
and west to east passed frequently,
often within shouting distance. A
growing interest in buffalo and other
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animal skins meant profitable trade
in Missouri. Returning to Santa Fe,
ox-drawn wagons carried bolts ofcot
ton material and every kind of
household item for trade as far as
Mexico.

One day not far into Indian Terri
tory, Lamy and his party came upon
a train of some 25 wagons. Also
headed west, for some reason, they
had stopped. Thinking that perhaps
they were in need of help, Lamy had
his driver inquire if some assistance
was needed. Further inquiry indi
cated that the Mexican leader, fear
ing a spread of infection, intended to
leave behind a man with cholera. As
the man was being taken toward a
sod hut, Lamy went over to check on
his condition. Immediately he recog
nized him. He was one of the Spiegel
berg brothers, a well-known Santa
Fe merchant.8

Lamy's recent experience with
cholera told him that Levi Spiegel
berg did not show any symptoms of
cholera. In fact, Levi explained to
Lamy that he was not in danger of
dying. He was suffering from dysen
tery. Without hesitation, Lamy had
him moved to Lamy's own carriage.
Speigelberg was relieved that he was
not being abandoned on the Trail.
How he would have gotten to Santa
Fe was fortunately no longer a
worry.

On Sunday, August 8, the wagon
train camped within sight of the first
Indian dwellings they had encoun
tered. Much improved, Levi Spiegel
berg took part in helping to set up a
large tent where Bishop Lamy of
fered Mass. Whether Lamy chose as
the subject of his short sermon "char
ity" because tempers were wearing
thin, Sister Magdalen did not say,
but that was the bishop's subject
that Sunday morning.

During the next week, the wagon
train crossed miles of tall grass
lands, territory of the Osage Indians.
The Osage by treaty with the United
States government posed no threat
to caravans. For Magdalen Hayden
this area of Kansas held particular
interest. Somewhere south of the
Trail was Osage Mission, where her
sister Bridget had been working for
five years. Since Bridget was so
devoted to the people, Magdalen, too,
had felt a fondness for the Osage
although she did not know them nor
the territory she was seeing for the
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first time. Whether close or far,
Magdalen knew that there was no
way to see Bridget.

On August 14, the vigil of the
Feast of the Assumption, Lamy's
party reached Council Grove on the
Neosho River. Now 150 miles from
Independence, they had been on the
Santa Fe Trail for two weeks. The
name Council Grove had been given
to the spot by three men commis
sioned by the United States in 1825
to mark a road from Missouri to
Santa Fe. At that spot they had met
with some Osages with whom they
made a treaty, allowing citizens of
the U.S. and Mexico to pass un
harmed. The name honored the
treaty signed by the commissioners
with the Osage Indians.9

Before leaving Council Grove,
Magdalen wrote a letter to Sister
Monica in care ofMrs. Murphy in In
dependence. Whether she placed the
letter in the Mail Box Tree to be
picked up by traders heading to In
dependence or was able to hand it to
a wagon driver, she did not say, but
Monica did receive the letter.

With the now familiar creak of the
wheels and the rattle of harnesses,
Lamy's assemblage of wagons and
carriages once again were back on
the Trail. For the next 200 miles,
travel for a group the size of Lamy's
was relatively safe. Had he felt that
they needed to travel with a larger
group, Council Grove would have
been the place to wait to make such
an arrangement.

As the sisters learned more about
the bishop, they found that they
were not alone as first-time travelers
on the Trail. Traveling this route to
Santa Fe was, remarkably, Lamy's
first, too. Two years before, he had
gone south from Ohio to New Or
leans, then by way of the Gulf of
Mexico, and overland through Texas
to New Mexico. That trip had taken
eight months, involved a number of
delays, and the disaster of losing
most of his baggage in a shipwreck
off the coast of Texas. In comparison
to that earlier journey, even includ
ing the battle with cholera and
Mother Matilda's death, for Lamy
this trip had been less rigorous.
However, he knew that the highly
oppressive heat and the ever-present
dust, since leaving Missouri, had
made the trip difficult for the sisters.
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The farther west they traveled,
the cooler the nights became. That
was the time when, prepared for
sleep, the sisters could hear the dis
tant howl of wolves and the back
and-forth calls of coyotes outside the
circle of tents. During the days when
they passed through areas home to
the grizzly bear, even though they
watched carefully none appeared.

By the last Sunday in August,
they had covered 300 miles. They
reached Pawnee Fork, where the
Pawnee River joins the Arkansas. It
was a day's travel farther west from
Pawnee Rock, a hill where a few
years earlier, Indians were reported
to have ambushed and massacred
small parties of travelers. They had
traveled that way without any trou
ble.

Pawnee Fork provided a grassy
area where they spent a pleasant
day. Men, experienced at killing buf
falo, took the opportunity to find a
herd. In a few hours, they returned.
Watching the meat being prepared
provided great excitement for the
uninitiated. For most in the party
and certainly for the sisters, roasted
buffalo meat provided a rare treat.

"From then on those animals be
gan to appear more numerous and
sometimes as if there were millions
together," Sister Magdalen recalled.
Of the many sights she mentioned on
her journey to Santa Fe, the buffalo
seemed to her most extraordinary.
The massive herds left an overpow
ering impression. She found them to
be a reminder of the majesty and
power of God.

About 90 miles after leaving
Pawnee Fork, a short distance from
Fort Atkinson (just west of present
Dodge City), on September 7, the
caravan was surprised by the sudden
appearance of a band of Indians on
horseback. Quickly these natives
formed a single line and began cir
cling the wagon train. Lamy's party,
with no time to form their own enclo
sure, halted. Each driver instinc
tively grasped his rifle; those
mounted, restrained their horses,
also making sure the natives could
see that they were also armed. Those
who had been walking quickly took
refuge in the nearest wagon.

Not sure whether the Indians
planned to attack, Lamy and his peo
ple waited. Estimated at about 300,
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the Indians continued to circle the
halted train but made no attempt to
draw closer. Then as quickly as they
had come, they departed. Not a word
had been exchanged nor a bullet
fired.

The caravan then forded the Ar
kansas River. Once on the other side,
the head waggoner called for the
wagons to draw into a circle and for
guards to be posted. They would rest
for the remainder of the day. For a
time, those within the circle ex
changed quiet words, almost whis
pering as if the Indians were some
how close enough to hear. No effort
was made to prepare their usual af
ternoon meal. Many waited and
watched. The Sisters prayed.

At nightfall word was passed that
they would begin moving, staying
close to the Arkansas River. Experi
enced Trail travelers knew that the
Indians were reluctant to attack in
the dark. For the next few nights the
caravan traveled, camping and rest
ing near the river <luring daytime
hours. They counted on the Indians
not being interested in attacking a
wagon train of their size which was
obviously well armed. Fortunately,
they had calculated correctly. They
had no further threat of attack.

The next challenge was La Jor
nado, the Cimarron desert, that wa
terless stretch after fording the Ar
kansas River and heading for the Ci
marron River. Before heading south,
leaving the Arkansas behind, they
spent the day giving the animals
time to graze and get well watered.
Their water barrels had to be filled.
Each person had to be supplied with
at least five gallons of water. For 60
miles they would not be near any wa
ter source. Unprepared travelers
had been known to lose animals and
life by taking this shorter route to
Santa Fe.

The trek across the Cimarron
desert was extremely hot. At times
the sand whipping against the wag
ons souaded deceivingly like the beat
of rain. By the time they reached
Middle $pring on September 12, eve
ryone was ready to stop. Fortu
nately, they had not lost any horses
or mules, but the animals were
clearly in need of rest. They had been
traveling steadily for six weeks. The
chance to rest was long overdue.

By September 14 the caravan fi·
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nally reached New Mexico Territory,
near the branch of the Canadian
River, called by the Mexicans Rio
Colorado. Now they could safely esti
mate reaching Santa Fe in ten days.
As they drew near the river, they
could see on the horizon what ap
peared to be a group of men herding
cattle. As the men drew closer, Lamy
called out. He recognized his vicar
and loyal friend Joseph Machebeuf.
Father Machebeuf had come well
over a hundred miles with fresh ani
mals and supplies to meet Lamy and
his party.

The joy with which the two
Frenchmen greeted each other
Lamy tall and imposing, the other
short and plain in appearance-left
no doubt that these brother mission
aries were long-time friends. Mag
dalen could not help but remember
the many dear friends she had left,
her loved ones in Missouri and Ken
tucky.lO

On the following Friday they
reached Fort Barclay, a privately
owned fort at the junction of the
Mora and Sapello rivers, near
present-day Watrous. For the first
time in two months they slept be
neath a roof. Before departing,
Bishop Lamy and Father Machebeuf
offered Mass for a "rather large con
gregation which had come together
from that vicinity at news oftheir ar
rival."11

Later that day they reached Las
Vegas-the first town in New Mexico,
with flat-roofed adobe houses, a town
that looked as they imagined Mexico
to be. Affected by the immense differ
ence from any towns they had
known, the sisters suddenly became
silent. Here, too, they saw for the
first time men wrapped in serapes
and women wearing 'rebozos, long
scarves over their heads and shoul
ders. Magdalen found herself with
feelings that she was unable to ex
press. Was it the realization that
these were the first of those she had
come to serve?

The rest of the caravan continued
toward Santa Fe, leaving Magdalen
and the sisters with Lamy and Ma
chebeuf in Las Vegas. They stayed
over night at a private home where
the next morning Bishop Lamy of
fered Mass for a large gathering. As
Lamy elevated the host at the offer
tory of the Mass, the silence was bro
ken by a low rumble, like thunder. At
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first startled, Magdalen quickly real
ized that the source of the sound was
the fervor of the people striking their
breasts. This, too, was a new experi
ence.

Lamy announced that he would
stay a few days in Las Vegas to visit
the people. He arranged to have Fa
ther Machebeuf escort the sisters to
his ranch about 17 miles from Santa
Fe. 12 There the sisters could rest. A
few days of rest might restore their
energy for the reception Lamy had in
mind for their arrival. His plans
were to go by horseback from Las Ve
gas to Santa Fe. He would be there
when the City of Holy Faith received
the first Catholic sisters.

Machebeuf with Magdalen and
her three sisters left Las Vegas on
September 21. Traveling across the
undulating terrain, with the sun at
its zenith, the mountain vegetation
appeared black against the red
brown earth. As strange as the sis
ters had found the appearance ofLas
Vegas, equally magnificent did they
find the beauty of the land opening
out before them. The hills and knobs
had been green when the sisters left
Kentucky in June. Nature was gen
tle there, but here they found a
beauty of mesas and mountains with
a sky that seemed to reach forever, a
sky more blue than they had ever
imagined.

Near midnight the little party
reached Lamy's ranch. Because the
wagons could not make a very steep
hill, the little group walked the final
stretch under a sky of a million stars.
When they entered the house, they
found a table of refreshments pre
pared for them by Don Carlos, a dea
con. This, like the meeting with Fa
ther Machebeuf, mystified the sis
ters. How did Carlos know when
they would arrive?

The next morning they were sur
prised to see how beautifully the
ranch was situated, the vast dis
tances, and in every direction those
splendid purple mountains.

The stay at Bishop Lamy's ranch
had given the sisters leisure to rest
and time to repair the damage in
flicted on their clothing by the heat
and dust. The opportunity to bathe
and to sleep in beds was a welcome
luxury. It took several nights before
the rolling motion of the wagon no
longer invaded sleep.
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They remained at the ranch until
Sunday. Sufficiently rested, they
were eager to cover the last miles
that would bring them to Santa Fe.
Mter dinner on September 26, they
left the bishop's ranch. Those last
miles seemed endless. At each rise of
the rough terrain, the four strained
forward for the first glimpse of their
destination.

As the driver urged the horses to
ward each rise in the terrain, Mag
dalen Hayden looked for signs of the
city. Instead only another expanse of
pinon and chamisa lay before them.
In the distance folds of blue and pur
ple mountains rose above the hori
zon. The vista that Sunday afternoon
in 1852 was a wonder to these
women who so recently had left the
fertile stretches of Missouri and
crossed the tall grasslands of Indian
Territory.

Finally, as their carriage began a
slow descent along the last down
ward reach of the Trail, scattered
dwellings seemed to emerge fully
formed from the sun-baked earth.
Was this the long-awaited City of
Holy Faith?

More than 1200 hundred miles
from Kentucky's knobs by steamboat
on three great rivers, by wagon
caravan through Osage Country and
along the Cimarron Route, at last
they were at their journey's end,
cholera and death behind them.

Close to a thousand people came
that Sunday afternoon to greet the
black-garbed strangers from Ken
tucky. For the four women the wel
come was overwhelming. They had
come only to open a school for girls.
How could they have imagined such
a celebration upon their arrival?

Like the adobe dwellings and the
dirt floor of the parroquia, the Te
Deum sung to the accompaniment of
violins and guitars confirmed that
this was indeed a different land.
With the ceremony over, they were
escorted out of the church, through
the crowd and across the street "to
their quarters, in a large building,
which had been occupied by the
Bishop.,,13
NOTES
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TAOS TRAPPERS AND INDIAN TROUBLES: CROSS-CULTURAL
VIOLENCE ON THE SOUTHWEST FUR TRADE FRONTIER

by S. Matthew DeSpain

(Dr. DeSpain delivered this paper at
the 2001 symposium in Las Vegas,
NM. He holds a Ph.D. in history from
the University of Oklahoma, where
he now serves as visiting professor of
history. His publications include sev
eral articles on American Indian his
tory, on the fur trade, and on the envi
ronment, and one book, Fur Trappers
and Traders of the Far Southwest
(Utah State University Press, 1997).
Another book, The Mountain Man
Hero: His Image in American His
tory and Culture, will be publisheii
this year. Special thanks to Professor
DeSpain for sharing this.)

Introduction

VIOLENCE and conflict are a good
part of the romantic, even mythic,
history of the Far West fur trade.
Bloody brushes with grizzly bears
and the rough-and-tumble, some
times deadly, shenanigans of the
rendezvous, river life, or the fan
dango are moments of violence made
fantastic and familiar in history and
legend. So too have the cross
cultural clashes between Indians
and fur trade men been romanticized
and fundamental to the mountain
man hero image. 1 Yet, beyond their
occurrence, how much is understood
about these conflicts? What causes
or motivations led one group to at
tack the other? What cultural, social,
legal, and extra-legal factors came to
bear in this quarter of colonization
and conquest? These are worthy
questions in reassessing Indian
trapper conflicts.

Santa Fe and Taos, the termi
nuses of the Santa Fe Trail (that
highway of cultural intrusion), were
the pivot of a complex, multiethnic
frontier. Part of that multiethnic
frontier, though late in the mix, were
Euro-American fur men known as
"Taos trappers."2 Their economic
pursuits extended through the
Southwest, flaring like spokes from
their hub of operations in Santa Fe
and Taos. In searching for beaver
these trappers invaded lands occu
pied by various indigenous groups,
but their intrusions were more than
terrestrial. Their presence trauma
tized the political economies and so
cial structures of the region's tribes
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whose survival rested precariously
upon the Southwest's environments.
Conflicts sprang from these inva
sions and cross-cultural contacts,
but their sources were varied. Three
patterns of Indian-fur trapper vio
lence in the Southwest fur trade
were revenge, revenue, and vigilante
tradition. There were far more
causes to cross-cultural violence to
be sure, but these three are the most
common and visible types. They
therefore warrant discussion.
Revenge

Revenge led both groups to battle
one another most. An early example
of this revenge custom by Indians
against Taos trappers occurred in
1824, when a Shoshone (Snake)
band killed ten trappers of Etienne
Provost's party. The Shoshone in
vited the trappers to "smoke the
calumet of peace with them."3 No
.hostilities were anticipated since the
Shoshone were considered friendly.
But on a prearranged signal the In
dians attacked, killing all Provost's
men except Provost and two others
who escaped.4 The question is why
did the Shoshone attack Provost's
group without provocation? Why
would these natives risk the sum of
friendly relations and trade goods?
The answer is blood revenge. These
Shoshone were avenging wrongs
done to them.5

Letters from Peter Skene Ogden
of the Hudson's Bay Company reveal
that the previous year Hudson's Bay
men under Alexander Ross killed a
Shoshone chief during a scuffle over
stol.en horses. Ogden speculates this
killing led the Shoshone to respond
with payback vengeance on the next
group of trappers that came along
which, by chance, was Provost's.6 So
why did the Shoshone exact revenge
upon Provost's trappers and not
upon the perpetrators or the British
in general? The answer lies with how
the Shoshone determined liability in
this case of international homicide.
Some tribes would have held the
British responsible, and exacted re
venge upon them only. But what we
see from this attack is the Shoshone
perspective that "whitemen" had
perpetrated a crime that warranted
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blood vengeance. The Shoshone held
all whites culpable. No distinction
was made between British and
American trappers, evidenced by
their revenge on Provost's tra~pers

and not the Hudson's Bay men.
But the blood revenge exacted by

the Shoshone on Provost's group was
more than the blood owed for the
killing by Ross's men. Eight to ten
trappers were killed for the death of
one Shoshone. Why such unbalanced
revenge which was not the tradi
tional restricted nature of tribal war
fare? Such genocidal conflict was un
common in pre-contact Indian socie
ties, but seems to have risen follow
ing contact with Euro-American ex
plorers and traders. Escalation in
blood revenge by tribal societies re
sulted from changing parameters of
political economies and modes ofpro
duction influenced by the intrusions
of European goods such as guns and
horses. These items transformed
Shoshone culture-remember, the
scuffle with the Hudson's Bay men
was over horses. Changes from tradi
tional modes of conflict best exempli
fied by the practice of counting coup
to more genocidal modes was a com
mon pattern among horse-based
culture tribes of the American West.
Genocidal clashes appeared between
competing Indian societies, but we
also see this pattern transcending
intertribal conflicts to include cross
cultural hostilities. The clash be
tween the revenge-seeking Shoshone
and the unaware trappers displays
the shift to this bloodier more exten
sive form of payback vengeance.8

Other trapping groups faced simi
lar payback vengeance, the most
well known, perhaps, is the Mojaves'
attack on Jed Smith's 1827 brigade
in which 18 trappers and some na
tive wives were killed. Like Provost,
Smith suspected no hostilities. The
previous year he spent two weeks
with the Mojaves recuperating and
trading with them, and left them,
bound for California, under amicable
relations.9 But Smith's second visit
ended far more bloody.

As Smith was returning to the
Mojave villages along the Colorado
River in 1827, he found few groups
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and many burned lodges. With his
torical hindsight we see how these
signs should have alerted Smith. Un
beknownst to Smith, earlier that
season a group of Taos trappers led
by Ewing Young and William Wolf
skill pushed a campaign of terror
through the region. lO Mojave culture
required blood vengeance. The Indi
ans gave no hint of their intentions
while Smith stayed three days with
them. They waited patiently for the
best opportunity to attack when
Smith's group was divided while
crossing the Colorado River. Caught
by surprise, ten men lay dead in sec
onds, more in the following minutes.
Smith and the other survivors in a
destitute situation fled west across
the desert to California .11

Again, the motive deserves analy·
sis. Why did the Mojaves attack this
group of trappers who fostered only
good relations? The answer falls
again to the issues of blood revenge
and collective responsibility. Only
months before Smith's return to the
Mojaves, Young and Wolfskill's
party of 30 Taos trappers pushed up
the Colorado River from the Salt and
Gila Rivers. They endured numerous
Indian harassments, mostly by
Apaches. They were in no mood to
deal amicably with Indians. So when
they encountered the bellicose Mo
javes these trappers killed over 20 in
a handful of fights. For the Mojaves,
collective responsibility for such in
ternational homicide rested with all
white men, not just the Young
Wolfskill party. That is why Smith's
peaceable group was attacked and so
many killed. It was also why the Mo
javes tried to lure another group of
Taos trappers, led by George Yount,
but who sensed the trap laid for
them and escaped. 12

Revenge was also meted out by
Taos trappers. Indeed, revenge mo
tives precipitated the hostilities with
the Mojaves. Mter one of the Mo
javes' attacks on the Young-Wolfskill
group, James Pattie and 17 other
trappers pursued the Indians and
killed many in revenge for the killing
of two trappers. But mere blood re
venge was not enough. As Pattie de
scribed, "We suspended those that
we had killed upon the trees and left
their bodies to dangle in terror to the
rest, and as proof, how we retaliate
aggression."1 For Pattie and his co
horts, such violence went beyond
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mere eye-for-an-eye satisfaction.
Like many western trappers, they
felt a necessity to dole out as much
vengeance as deemed necessary to
deter future Indian violence. The
spectacle of hanging the Indian bod
ies from the trees was to instill fear.
It was more than punishment, it was
seen as preventive vengeance
through unchecked retaliation.

A similar example of such harsh
retaliation is found in George
Frederick Ruxton's Life in the Far
West in which a group of trappers
tracked down a group of "Digger"
Indians to exact what he called
"mountain law" for the theft of a few
horses; quite a slaughter and
scalping was the punishment.14 Here
too was a form of preventive
vengeance. Horse theft was a serious
crime in the minds of frontiersmen
and met with a history of regulator
and vigilante movements that began
in the South and were carried
westward by frontiersmen includin~

those in the Southwest fur trade.!
These men, many Southerners,
brought the brutal regulator
traditions westward using such
violence to teach the Indians lessons
about horse theft. Similarly, Pattie
and other trappers would, if possible,
destroy everything a belligerent
tribe possessed.16 Remember, the
trappers' first goal was to get furs, to
trade, and induce Indians to work,
trap, and hunt on good terms, not to
battle incessantly. But trappers
could not let such actions go
unpunished if possible. Many
trappers felt that failing to meet
such actions with force would lead to
repeated cross-cultural conflictS.17

Other aspects of trapper revenge
were the parameters of culpability
and vengeance. In contrast to the
Shoshone and Mojave examples,
where those tribes laid blame and re
venge upon all whites, most often the
trappers coupled their concept of
vengeance with the doctrine of indi
vidual or collective responsibility of
the offending village of group. Such
legal behavior reflected the society
these men came from and the legal
baggage they carried west. What we
discover is limited revenge with
white trappers. Looking again at the
conflicts between the Mojaves and
the Young-Wolfskill party, we see
that revenge, though bloody and ex
treme, was exacted upon the Mo-
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javes only, not against any native
group they stumbled upon. Such was
also the case when these same trap
pers avenged an attack by Coyotero
Apaches on Michael Robidoux's 1826
Gila River venture. Even in this act
of revenge the culprits were differen
tiated from Indians who were not
guilty. After the pitched battle, Pat,.
tie and others entered the deserted
Apache village. There they found, ac
cording to Pattie, a "poor old blind
and deaf Indian, who sat eating his
mush as unconcernedly as if all had
been tranquil in the village," and
who they "did not molest."18 This old
Apache committed no hostilities and
therefore was not culpable in the
minds of these trappers.

In the male world of the fur trade
such attacks were also challenges to
men's honor and their status in the
patriarchal, small-scale, mobile
trapping communities. Defense of
such status was woven into the very
fabric of daily life in a frontier society
where aggressiveness and ferocity
were hallmarks of masculinity, not
chivalry, duty, or piety. In such a so
ciety any Indian attack was an af
front that forced a man to either de
value himself through shame by in
activity, or to strike back violently
and avenge the wrong. As such, some
Indian-trapper conflicts were not
only based on issues of blood venge
ance for equity, or as a deterrent, but
for redeeming or reinforcing an indi
vidual's sense of manly identity
among his peers and with himself.
Examples of such ideals can be found
throughout the frontier experience,
across the boundaries of time, geog
raphy, and social class. But there
was a strong tie within the American
fur trade societies to the American
South where the primal concepts of
male valor, loyalty, and vindication
through bloodshed thrived, and from
where a significant percenta~e of
American fur trade men came.!

Out of Southern culture came one
other factor that influenced how
Taos trappers perceived their acts of
violence: the prism of paternalism.
The best example of Southern-based
paternalism with Native Americans
is Andrew Jackson who, as presi
dent, held himself in a paternal role
in relation to his "Indian children.n2O

The words of Pattie reflect this ideal
as well, for he called the Mojaves
"red children of the desert.'>2l Creat-
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ing such a false sense of cultural and
therefore paternalistic superiority
allowed Pattie and those like him to
justify in measure their interactions
with tribes as beyond mere revenge,
but moments of teaching these recal
citrant "red children" of the South
west proper behavior through pun
ishment.22

Revenue

The Taos trappers were also part
of America's newly emerging demo
cratic and competitive social orderP
The Southwest, like the West gener
ally, offered men like Taos trappers
and traders opportunity to pick up
and move when the pursuit of happi
ness required it, and such opportu
nity was central to ideals of Ameri
can freedom.24 This combination of
competition and liberty helped cre
ate what historians have labeled
"Jacksonian men," meaning men
who were "expectant capitalists," a
hard-working ambitious type "for
whom enterprise was a kind of relig
ion.,,25 The Southwest became an em
pire of opportunity and liberty. It
was an empire to pursue individual
happiness with little restriction, but
at the cost of the conquered. In such
an ideological climate, profit was en
ticing and a motivating force in deal
ing violence to indigenous groups.

Again James Pattie's adventures
provide insight. James and his fa
ther Sylvester Pattie entered Santa
Fe in November 1825, eager to trap.
Federal decrees from Mexico City,
however, limited New Mexico's gov
ernors in granting U.S. citizens a li
cense to trap Mexico's northern fron
tier. Still, the Patties approached
Governor Antonio Narbona for one,
and had difficulties until events in
tervened on their behalf. As Pattie
told it, Governor Narbona seemed
unsure about the legalities of giving
the Patties a trapping license. Nar
bona and his predecessor, Vicente
Baca had winked at such decrees.
Whil~ the Patties were negotiating
with Narbona, news arrived about a
Comanche raid in which the daugh
ter of a former New Mexican gover
nor was taken captive. Governor
Narbona asked the Patties and other
American trappers to aid in the
woman's rescue. As Pattie put it,
"We complied readily with his re
quest, as we were desirous of gaining
the good will of the people,,,26
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According to Pattie he and the
other Americans joined the Spanish
posse, led the attack, and rescued
the ex-governor's daughter-<>r so the
story goes. Why? Why did Pattie and
other American trappers throw into
a fight that held no immediate threat
to life or property? Why fight for a
people and a race held generally as
mongrel, "swarthy," venal, "cow
ardly," "trecherous," and a ''lazy gos
siping" sort "always lounging on
their blankets and smoking cigaril
los."27 The reason comes from Pat
tie's own admissions, that the Am
erican trappers ''were desirous of
gaining the good will of the people,"
meaning, the good will of Narbona,
all to open the Southwest for them to
trap and trade.

But no Taos trapper embodied the
profit motive in cross-cultural con
flict more than James Kirker. Kirk
er's career in the Southwest seemed
average at first. Besides trapping
and trading, he prospected, mined,
and moved freight. His multi
occupational life typified the Taos
trapper life. But by Spring 1837,
New Mexicans found Apache hostili
ties on the rise, and from that change
Kirker found a new occupation: scalp
hunter.28 His success at gathering
frontier ruffians and using strong
arm tactics against the Apaches in
protecting the Santa Rita de Cobre
mines as a contracted guardian at
tracted the attentions of Chihuahua
Governor Jose Maria de Irigoyen in
dealing with his state's Indian trou
bles. Irigoyen established the Socie
dad de Guerra Contra los Barbaros
(Society for War Against Barbari
ans), which collected funds from
taxes to finance campaigns against
the Apaches, Comanches, and
Kiowas and hired Kirker to lead the
campaigns. As Chihuahua's head of
defense and in the state's pay,
Kirker .organized local militia and
created his private mercenary group
of fur trade men to deal with these
tribes, and did so mercilessly. Even
tually the Chihuahua government
offered Kirker and his men payment
through scalp bounties and for mules
and horses recovered.29

Kirker and his band demonstrate
the commercialization of Indian con
flict as part of a greater economic
transformation occurring on the
Mexican frontier. In this transfor
mation, once isolated Northern Mex-
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ico became more rapidly entangled
in the American economy than the
rest of Mexico.30

Concerns over Athapascan hostili
ties on Spain's and subsequently
Mexico's frontier were nothing new.
A long tradition of anti-Apache bias
was well in place in New Mexican so
ciety before the arrival ofAmericans.
Early Spanish efforts to conquer,
control, or pacify the Apaches were
at bottom imperial in intent since
the Apaches were a barrier to the
northward expansion of the Spanish
empire.3l Following Mexican inde
pendence, the reasons to continue,
even escalate, actions against the
Apaches, Comanches, and Kiowas
were influenced more by economics
than empire, and became more so
with the influx of Americans and
New Mexico's strengthening eco
nomic ties with its American neigh
bor.

Kirker's life reflected this shift.
His switch to mercenary and scalp
hunter was to protect commercial
mining operations and to increase
his own profit. When hired by the
state of Chihuahua to deal with the
Apaches, it was the ricos, those con
trolling the region's greatest com
mercial concerns, who anted up most
to the Sociedad De Guerra Contra los
Barbaros to pay Kirker and his
men.32 The idea was to encourage the
killing of Indians considered to be
hostile as part of the commercial in
terests of the government.

There were the moral repercus
sions of such commercial warfare to
consider too. The extent of abuses
certainly multiplied, encouraged by
profits to be made. The innocent and
helpless, even women and chi~m:en,

fell victim to this system. The lImIta
tions of vengeance outlined earlier
vanished amidst the hunger for
profit, made easier by depicting the
Apaches, "Los Barbaros," as subhu
man and deserving extermination.

Offering bounties also affected the
native scalping ethic. A large
number of men who were part of
Kirker's group were Delaware and
Shawnee Indians recently removed
to Indian Territory. They were so
much a part of Kirker's band that
one Mexican called them Kirker's
"Shawnee Company.'>33 For these
Delaware and Shawnee mercenar
ies, scalping now took on a differ~nt

meaning: financial reward. Scalpmg
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also took on new meaning with the
Apaches, Comanches, and Kiowas
since the Mexican government
played each tribe against the other
in offering scalp bounties. With this
bounty system came a transition in
warfare. Traditional warfare as mili
tary adventure dominated by the
search for personal prestige, tribal
honor, and familial ''blood'' revenge
became subordinated to the commer
cial constraints and military need of
foreign powers. Such actions further
drew these Indians into New Mexi
co's economic web while simultane
ously reinforcing it. Essentially, tra
ditional warfare became commer
cialized, the resulting byproduct be
ing increased dependency.34
Vigilantism

On January 19, 1847, an orches
trated uprising of Pueblo Indians
and Hispanics shattered the morn
ing stillness in Taos. One of the first
to die was Charles Bent, the newly
appointed governor of New Mexico.
Other Americans and those who sup
ported them were killed as the rebel
lion spread. Those killed embodied
the new American control and power
elite of New Mexico, and thus be
came the focus of the uprising. These
actions were a resistance to the
changing power structure and
threatened freedoms that accompa
nied America's recent invasion and
colonization. Their rebellion also un
covered the intense political and
commercial rivalries within the colo
nized's ranks. Concerns about the
protestant horde were part of the re
bellion matrix as well. All the ten
sions and complexities of coloniza
tion erupted. To be sure, this was not
the first such upheaval from this cor
ner of the world.35 But that day Gen.
Stephen W. Kearny's bloodless con
quest of New Mexico ceased to be
bloodless, and matters would grow
more sanguineous with each passing
day.36

News of Bent's death and the up
rising brought immediate military
response. Troops from Santa Fe
along with a company of volunteers
comprised of many fur trade men
quickly took revenge on the insur
gents, killing over 150. Those who
did not pay with their blood immedi
ately were hastily put on trial. With
former mountain man and trader
Charles Beaubien, whose son was
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killed in the revolt, as one judge and
close Bent friend Joab Houghton as
the other judge, and with Bent friend
and business partner Ceran St.
Vrain as interpreter, Bent's brother
George as foreman of the grand jury,
and several former trappers and
traders (American and Hispanic) on
the jury, many having worked for
Bent, the outcome was never in
doubt.37 Indeed, one historian la
beled this legal tribunal the ''Trad
er's and Trapper's Court.,,38 This
round of ''justice'' was so askew that
it deeply troubled one onlooker,
Lewis H. Garrard, who described the
court proceedings as "a stran.re mix
ture of violence and justice.,,3

Court proceeding were quick and
sure. Fifteen revolt leaders were
tried and convicted in fifteen days ei
ther for murder or treason. The jury
of trappers usually took only a few
minutes for judgment. Appeals were
not much favored since each defen
dant who received the sentence of
"muerto, muerto, muerto" was
quickly hanNed before appeals could
be written.4 The intent and the de
termination of those controlling the
courts was clear. Those executed all
faced a stacked court and inevitable
vengeance; but it was vengeance hid
ing behind the robes of justice. The
young traveler Lewis Garrard wit
nessed these events and his words
are poignant about the justice ren
dered. He wrote: "I left the [court]
room, sick at heart. Justice! Out
upon the word, when its distorted
meaning is the warrant for murder
ing those who defend to the last their
country and their homes."

What sort of justice, or violence,
was doled out in the courtrooms and
upon the gallows of Don Fernandez
de Taos? The quickness and surety,
the conservative and organized na
ture, the facade of law and order
used while locals in power took mat
ters into their hands to establish or
der, stability, and assert their values
and power over "lower people," these
are characteristics indicative of vigi
lantism and define what transpired
in Taos.

What I suggest is that the events
following the Taos uprising of 1847
reflect more a vigilante movement
with a facade of legality to justify ac
tions taken. This means the first sig
nificant vigilante movement in the
American West was not in the gold-
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rush metropolis of San Francisco in
1849, but in Taos in 1847. With vigi
lantism and regulator movements a
Southern heritage, it was a familiar
mode of justice for Americans in
Taos, many (both fur men and troop
ers) being Southerners, who brought
this concept of justice west along the
Santa Fe Trail as part of their cul
tural baggage. In the classic sense,
vigilante tradition refers to organ
ized extralegal movements for the
purpose of establishing order and
stability and the civilized values of
life, liberty, and law and order in
newly conquered areas. Such move
ments were led by the frontier elite
and organized, often in military
fashion with officers, trials, etc. Most
lasted only a few weeks or months.
Their main concern was ending dis
order and protecting property, since
property and freedom for these Jack
sonian Americans was viewed as the
basis of life itself. All these aspects of
vigilantism are found in the Taos af
fair. Their existence supports the
idea of vigilante violence as another
type of cultural conflict on the Far
Southwest frontier that just so hap
pened to emerge at the end of the
Santa Fe Trail with the American
take-over.41

Cross-cultural clashes are usually
the most dramatic of resistive re
sponses to colonization and repres
sion. They reflect the point where in
trusions into societies and individual
psyches induce enough trauma to
cause ferocious reactions. The meth
ods and reasons for cross-cultural
conflict in the American Southwest
are far greater than just those dis
cussed. I have only scratched the
surface. But it is in their discovery
and study that spectacular, even ro
manticized, moments gain meaning,
and from meaning comes a deeper
reality of past American values and
American behavior.
NOTES

1. See for instance Fred R. Gov.ans, Moun
tain Man and GriZZly (Orem, Utah: Moun
tain Grizzly Publications, 1986): Fred R.
Gov.ans, Rocky Mountain Rendezvous:
A History of the Fur Trade Rendezvous.
1825-1840 (layton, Utah: Peregrine Smith
Books. 1985); Barton H. B(!lrbour, Toles of
the Mountain Men (Santa Fe: Museum of
New Mexico Press, 1986); James H. Ma
guire, Peter Wild. and Donald A. Barclay,
eds., A Rendezvous Reader: Toll. Tan
gled, and, True Toles of the Mountain
Men. 1805-1850 (Salt lake City: University
of Utah Press. 19971: Wolter Blair and
Franklin J. Meine, eds., Half Horse. Half

23



Alligator: The Growth of the Mike Fink
Legend (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1956); John Myers, The Saga of
Hugh Glass: Pirate, Pawnee, and Moun
tain Man (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press. 1976) Burton Harris. John Colter: His
Years in the Rockies (Cosper. Wyoming:
Big Horn Book Company. 1983); Dorlis A.
M~Ier. "Kit Carson and Dime Novels: The
Making of a Legend," in R.C. Gordon
McCutchan, ed., Kit Carson: Indian
Fighter of Indian Killer (Nivvot, Colorado:
University Press of Colorado, 1996), 1-19;
Frederick Manfred, Lord Grizzly (New
Yorl<: Signet Books, 1964): Raymond W.
Thorp and Robert Bunker, Crow Killer:
The Saga of Liver-Eating Johnson
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press.
1958).Matt Despain. The Mountain Man
Hero: His Image in American History and
Culture, Dissertation, University of Okla
homo. 2000, chapter one.

2. The best single volume on the Southwest
fur trade is David J. Weber, The Taos
Trappers: The Fur Trade in the For South
west (Norman: University of Oklahoma,
1971).

3. Warren A.. Ferris, ute in the Rocky Moun
tains. new revised edition (Denver: The
Old West PUblishing Company, 1983),
385.

4. Ibid.; Jock Tyka!. Etienne Provost: Man of
the Mountains (Liberty, Utah: Eagle's
VieW publishing Co., 1989), 49-51.; Dale
l. Margan, "A New Ashley Document."
in The Westemers' New York Posse Brand
Book 12 (1966): 87, in which Margan
quotes a draft copy of on 1825 letter
from WiUiam H. Ashley to General Henry
Atkinson in which Ashley wrote, "a war
party of the Shoshone in Octr. 1824 met
a party of ten of our citizens who hod
Crossed the Country from Taus and k~1ed

Eight of them."
5. For a study on the variations of Indian

trapper revenge, see John PhHlip Reid,
Patterns of Vengeance: Crosscultural
Homicide in the North American Fur
Trade (Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical So 
ciety. 1999).

6. Frederick Merk. ed.. "The Snoke Country
Expedition Correspondence. 1824
1825," The Mississippi Valley Historical Re
view, 21 (June 1934): 67-68.

7. The variances in Indian lawregarding do 
mestic and international homicide are
outlined in John Philfip Reid, "Principles
of Vengeance: Fur Trappers. Indians.
and Retaliation for Homicide in the
Transboundary North American West."
Western Historical Quarterly. 24 (Feb
1993): 23-25.

8. Jeffery P. BrICk, "Genocidal Warfare in
Trbal Societies as a Result of European
Induced Culture Conflict," Man 23 (Dec
1988) : 654-670.

9. Dole Margan, Jedediah Smith and the
Opening of the West (New York: The
Bobbs- Merml Company, Inc.. 1953). 199
200; Jedediah S. Smith, The Southwest
Expedition of Jedediah S. Smith: His Per
sona� Account of the Journey to Califor
nia, 1826-1827. ed. by George R. Brooks
(Glendale. Carll: Arthur H. Clark Com
pony, 1977), 71-78. That Smith pur
chased horses from this tribe gained
from raiding Catholic missions reveals to
some degree the influence of European

24

goods on the tribe.
10. James O. Pattie, The Personal Narrative

of James O. Pattie of Kentucky, ed. by
TImothy Flint (Cincinnati: J. H. Wood,
1831),85-90.

11. Margan, Jedediah Smith. .238-243, 337
343.

12. Charles Camp, "George C. Yount." in
The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of
the For West, 10 vols., ed. by LeRoy R.
Hafen (Glendale, Coif: Arthur H. Clark
Co., 1965-1972), IX, 415.

13. Pattie. Personal Narrative. 87.
14. George Frederick Ruxton, Ufe in the For

West, ed. by LeRoy R. Hafen (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press. 1951),81
84.

15. Richard Moxwell Brown, Strains of Vio
lence: Historical Studies of American
Violence and Vigilantism (New York: Ox
ford University Press, 1975),95-100.

16. Pattie. Personal Narrative. 82-83
17. Robert Newell, Robert Newell's Memo

randa: Traveles in the Teritory of Missou
rie; Trale to the'Kayuse War; together
with a Report on the Indians South of the
Columbia Riyer, ed. by Dorthy 0 Johan
sen (Portland, Oregon: Champoeg
Press, 1959). 153.

18. Pattie, Personal Narrative, 76-83. For an
other example of this behavior, see ibid.,
87-90.

19. Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Southern Honor:
Ethics and Behavior in fhe Old South
(New Yorl<: Oxford University Press. 1982),
chapters 2. 3, 6. 11, 13; Dickson D. Bruce,
Violence and Culture in the Antebellum
South (Austin: University of Texas Press,
1979), chaptersl-4; ErlOt Gorn, '''Gouge
and Bite. Pull Har and Scratch': The So
cia�SignifICance of Fighting in the South 
ern Backcountry." The American Histori
cal Review, 90 (Feb 1985): 18-43: Richard
J. Fehrman, "The Mountain Mon-A Sta
tistica� View." Hafen, Mountain Men. X.
9-15; William Swagerty, "Marriage and
Settlement Patterns of Rocky Mountain
Trappers and Traders," The Western His
torical Quarterly, 11 (April 19801 : 159-180.

20. See Michael Paul Robin, Fathers and
Children: Andrew Jackson and the Sub
jugation of the American Indian (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf. 1975),

21. Pattie. Personal Narrative, 86.
22. This tone of paternalism is found through 

out Pattie's work, see for example ibid ..
89-90.

23. See Gordon S. Wood, The Radicalism of
the American Revolution (New Yor1<: Al
fred A. Knopf. 1992), 229-369.

24. The connection between the ideols of
American freedom and democracy in
herited from westward expansion and
enterprise is discussed in Eric Foner. The
Story of American Freedom (New York:
W. W. Norton, 1998).47-58.

25. W~rlOm Goetzmann, "The Mountain Man
as Jacksonian Mon." American Quar
terly 15 (Fall 1963): 404-406.

26. Pattie, Personal Narrative, 41. See also
Weber. Taos Trappers. 95.

27. Albert Pike. Prose Sketches and Poems,
Written in the Western Country, ed.
David J. Weber (College Station: Texas
A&M University Press, 1987), 34; Pattie.
Personal Narrative, 43. 98. Sim~ar exam-
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pies of American's disparagement of
Mexicans can be found beginning with
Zebulon M. Pike. Exploratory Travels
through the Western Territories of North
America (Denver: W. H. Lawrence,
1889),335; Archer B. Hulbert, ed., South
west on the Turquoise Trail: The First Dia
ries on the Road to Santa Fe (Denver:
Stewart Commission of Colorado Col
lage and Denver pubrlC library, 1933),
64-65. See also Arnaldo De Leon. They
called them greasers: Anglo attitudes
toward Mexicans in Texas, 1821-1900
(Austin: University ofTexas Press, 1983).

28. The Apaches were seeking vengeonce
for the kil6ng of one of their leaders, Juan
Compo. Like the Shoshones and Mo
javes, the Apaches held all Americans
accountable.

29. For the life of James Krker, see Rolph
Adam Smith, Border/onder: The Life of
James Kirker, 1793-1852 (Norman: Uni
versity of Oklahoma Press. 1999); a brief
article on Krker is William Cochran
McGaw. "James Kirker," Hafen, Moun
tainMen, V, 125-143.

30. See David J. Weber, The Mexican Fron
tier, 1821-1846: The American Southwest
Under Mexico (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1982), chapters 7
and 8.

31. See Jock D. Forbes. Apache. Navajo,
and Spaniard, 2nd edition (Norman: Uni
versity of Oklahoma Press. 1994).

32.Smith, Border/ander, 101.
33. Ibid., chapter 5.
34. Some of the basic issues Iapply to scalp

hunting on the Mexican frontier are
drown from James Axtell. "Scalping: The
Ethnohistory of a Moral Question," in
James Axtell, The European and the In
dian: Essays in the Ethnohistory of Colo
nial North America (New York: Oxford
university Press, 1981). chapter 8.

35. See for instance Andrew l. Kaunt, The
Pueblo Revolt of 1680: Conquest and
Resistance in Seventeenth-Century New
Mexico (Norman: University of Okla
homo Press. 1995).

36. E. Bennett Burton, ~'The Taos Rebellion."
Old Santa Fe 1 (Oct 1913): 176- 209;
David Lavender, Bent's Fort (Garden
City. New York: Doubleday and Com 
pony, Inc., 1954), chapters 15 and 16.

37. Weber. The Taos Trappers. 227-229; Ber
nard DeVoto, The Year of Decision, 1846
(Boston: little. Brown, and Company,
1943), 394-395.

38. Francis T. Cheetham, "The Frst Term of
the American Court in Taos, New Mex
ico," New Mexico Historical Review 1
(Jan 1926): 23.

39. Lewis H. Garrard, Wah-To-Yah and the
Taos Trail (Norman: University of Okla
homo Press, 1955), 172.

40. Ibid., 172-173; Cheetham, "Frst Term."
27.

41. On the history and character of Ameri
ca's vigilante tradition, see Richard
Maxwell Brown. Strains of Violence: His
torical Studies of American Violence
and Vigilantism (New York: Oxford Uni
versity Press, Inc.• 1975),91-143.

[Editor's note: This is the last of the
symposium papers submitted for
publication.]
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CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

The January 19 meeting at the
Morton County Historical Museum
in Elkhart, KS, conducted chapter
business, elected officers for 2002
(same as last year), and had a pro
gram by Joe Hartman who gave a
first-person interpretation of a bull
whacker on the Trail. Hartman also
reported on the Santa Fe Trail Room
at the museum, including how it de
veloped to the present stage and
plans for the future, which all pres
ent enjoyed.

On April 20 the chapter met for
lunch at the Eklund Hotel dining
room in Clayton, NM, followed by the
business meeting, then moved to the
Herzstein Memorial Museum to
view a special exhibit on the Santa
Fe Trail put together by Lani Kyea.
A slide program on the Cimarron
Route was presented by Sara Richter
and Tom Lewis of Panhandle State
University at Goodwell, OK. This is
a program they prepared for presen
tation at the National Cowboy Hall
of Fame. The program then moved to
the Kiowa National Grassland Santa
Fe Trail site north of town to see the
new facilities there.

The next meeting is July 13 at
Boise City, OK.
Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place #14
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@arn.net>

No report.

Wagon Bed Spring
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

The chapter quarterly meeting in
Hugoton, KS, on April 11, was at
tended by 11 members.

Spring cleanup of the Lower
Spring campsite was held March 9.
Some of the activities were a tumble
weed roundup, mowing of the site
area, and repainting the letters on
the DAR markers in Grant County.
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Another workday at the site area
was held May 4..

SFTA President Hal Jackson met
with Jeff Trotman on March 14 in
Ulysses. They spent the day working
on mapping of the Trail in the Grant
County area. Twenty sections of land
were mapped and recorded. The seg
ment of Trail that was recorded is
that portion of the route from the
Upper Crossing of the Arkansas
River between the north Grant
County line and US Highway 160.

The Historic Adobe Museum in
Ulysses has sent in certification
forms to the National Park Service
in Santa Fe, NM. to be a Santa Fe
Trail interpretive site.

The chapter will host the Six
Western Chapters meeting, June 1
2, in Ulysses. Sites included in tours
are Fort Aubry, Indian Mound,
Chouteau Island area, Kearny
County Museum, selected ruts be
tween the Upper Crossing and
Lower (Wagonbed) Spring, Lower
Spring camp site, Historic Adobe
Museum in Ulysses, and Cimarron
National Grassland.

The next chapter meeting will be
held in conjunction with the Six
Western Chapters meeting.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Deanne Wright
PO Box 45
Council Grove KS 66846
(620) 767-7080

No report.
End of the Trail
President Pam Najdowski
1810 Paseo de La Conquistadora
Santa Fe NM 87501
(505) 982-1172
<mikenaj@cnsp.com>

The chapter held a joint meeting
with the Salida del Sol Chapter of
the Old Spanish Trail Association
and the Docent Program of the Pal
ace of the Governors History
Museum on March 16, 2002, at St.
Francis Auditorium in the Fine Arts
Museum. Skip Miller's talk titled
''The History of Trade, Old Bent's
Fort and the Trails" was amended to
be "All Trails Lead to Taos." Miller is
former director of the Taos Muse
ums. The lecture was about Ameri
can Indian slavery. He began with
some early history of trade among
the Indians of the Southwest. As the
Spanish arrived and, later, the fur
trappers, the exchange for good was
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Indian women and young boys who
were captured by other tribes. The
trade was complex and involved
many tribes, the Spanish, and later
the French and Americans. As late
as 1929 the trade ofhumans for good
was reported in Taos.

Miller brought the trails-Camino
Real, Santa Fe, and Old Spanish
Trail-into the lecture as important
routes for the trade, which extended
as far west as California. He pre
sented a comprehensive view of the
interactive and illegal slave trade in
the Southwest.

On April 4 four board members
representing the chapter met with
the superintendent at Pecos Na
tional Historic Park. We presented
our concern about Santa Fe Trail
sites being accessible to the public
whenever the park is open. It was
agreed that the Trail is important
and the matter will be addressed.
Among issues discussed were clear
ing areas adjacent to the Trail for a
walkway, interpretive signs, and a
guide book. Mapping the Trail will
have to be completed and archaeo
logical sites near the Trail will have
to be protected. The chapter will
study this further and see how it can
assist in getting the public on the
Trail in the park.

On May 18 the chapter met at San
Gabriel at Yungue, with Herman
Agoyo (former chairman of the All
Indian Pueblo Council) as guide. San
Gabriel was the first Spanish capital
and the terminus of EI Camino Real
National Historic Trail. The Spanish
settlement was built on and out of
materials of Yungue, a Tewa pueblo
that was occupied when Juan de
Oiiate appropriated it for the Span
ish. It was abandoned in 1609 and
the capital was moved to Santa Fe.

The July 20 chapter meeting will
be at Pecos National Historic Park,
beginning at the visitors' center at
9:00 a.m. Guests are welcome.
Coraz6n de los Camlnos
President Mary Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Route
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683
<whitemore@newmexico.com>

Summer greetings! Our programs
this spring have been terrific and the
schedule has been completed for the
rest of the year. On June 1 we will
meet at Pecos National Historic Park
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for special tours of the Santa Fe Trail
and Glorieta Civil War Battlefield.
July is a return trip to a favorite spot
-the Daniels' Ranch in Wagon
Mound for tours of the ranch and
petroglyph sites plus their delicious
barbecued buffalo dinner. In August
Harry Myers and Joy Poole will treat
us to lectures on EI Camino Real in
the Upper Rio Grande area. Septem
ber will find us on a tour of the pri
vate Fort Union Ranch; in October a
resident of Ocate will give us an in
troduction and show 1940s' photo
graphs ofthe area, followed by a field
trip to the Ocate Crossing. Finally,
in November, we will gather at the
NRA Whittington Center for our an
nual business meeting followed by a
catered lunch and field tour in the af
ternoon. Dates and times are on our
web site, <www.nmhu.edu/researchl
sftraillcorazon.htm> or you may con
tact President Whitmore. We always
welcome guests.

We regret that the June 1 meeting
is in conflict with the Six Western
Chapters meeting in Ulysses, KS,
but the event was arranged several
months ago and we could not change
the date for the tour at Pecos.

Some projects the board has ad
dressed include establishing a way
side exhibit at Point of Rocks Ranch,
a permanent repository for our ar
chives, and redoubling our efforts at
mapping and marking.

Our mapping and marking chair
man, Ray Marchi, is setting up four
or five regional groups to cover the
approximate 300 miles of the Trail in
our chapter area. Each group will
have its own GPS unit and will
evaluate Trail ruts and sites. More
SFT Crossing signs will be placed
where the Trail is crossed by paved
and county roads, bringing a total of
22 marked crossings. Additional
signs will be placed where the Trail
parallels highways. Volunteers are
always needed! You may contact Ray
at (505) 387-5082.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vemon Dr
Lamed KS 67550
(620) 285-3433
<jaxrus@lamed.net>

The spring meeting was con
ducted April 7 at Pawnee Rock, with
a covered-dish dinner. Discussion
was held regarding (1) purchase of a
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coffee pot and six roaster ovens to be
used for chapter projects, (2) May 4
seminar and joint meeting with Fort
Larned Old Guard, and (3) SFT Ren
dezvous at Larned, September 19
21. The program was presented by
Rusti Gardner, "Fort Larned Then
and Now." Using a computerized
Power Point system, She depicted
changes made to the post's buildings
subsequent to the date the property
fell under the auspices of the Na
tional Park Service. The summer
meeting is slated for August 10,
2002, 6:30 p.m., Clapsaddle Ranche,
Larned, KS.

The chapter has an e-mail ad
dress: <wetdrytrail@hotmail.com>.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Nancy Jo Trauer .
1309 West Brier
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-8343

On February 6 the chapter met at
the Dodge House. Officers for 2002
were elected: President Nancy Jo
Trauer, Vice-President Dixie Oring
derff, Treasurer Richard Dryden,
Secretary Kathie Bell, Program
Chair David Kloppenborg, and
Board Members Ernie Breeding and
Bill Bunyan. Several members pre
sented the program, telling of their
interest in the Trail.

The April 3 chapter meeting, at
tended by 16 members and guests,
was held at Fort Dodge. Following
the business meeting a program was
presented by Larry Montandon, ad
ministrative assistant at the Kansas
Soldiers Home.

The next meeting will be June 5,
at noon at the Inn Pancake House,
with a program by David Clapsad.
dIe, ''Trading Ranches Along the
Trail." On July 6, the chapter will
sponsor a presentation by Marla
Matkin, "Cattle Towns and Soiled
Doves," at Fort Dodge, as part of the
annual celebration there.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Nancy Lewis
1112 Oak Ridge Dr
Blue Springs MO 640 15
(816) 229-8379
<SFTAMRO@aol.com>

The chapter met May 16 at the
National Frontier Trails Center for a
joint meeting with the Trails Head
Chapter of the Oregon-California
Trails Association and with the
Friends of the National Frontier
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Trails Center. Members of the
Missouri-Kansas River Bend Chap
ter of the Lewis and Clark Trail
Heritage Foundation were also in
vited to attend. Steve Kidwell of La
farge Corporation gave the program
on progress and proposed signs for
developing the Wayne City site (also
known as Independence Landing).
The Wayne City Landing site over
looking the Missouri River is the
only place where the Santa Fe, Ore
gon/California, and the Lewis and
Clark trails share a common point.

President Nancy Lewis and
Anne Mallinson attended the Mis
souri History Conference in Kansas
City, April 20-21. They set up a dis
play promoting the Santa Fe Trail,
Missouri River Outfitters Chapter,
and the 2003 Symposium. We hope
that the many SFTA brochures that
disappeared from the table show up
at SFTA headquarters in Larned as
memberships.

Chapter members surely enjoyed
visiting with board members when
they met in Lexington. Thanks to
Roger and Sandy Slusher for open
ing their historic home and for mak
ing the arrangements for the meet
ing and the Trail trek to Franklin.
Roger led a tour of Lexington Satur
day afternoon. Sandy surely fed us
all well.

Chapter elections were postponed
until the May meeting to allow more
members to participate. The sched
ule during the April 14 trek to
Franklin was too tight to allow for a
meeting.

The steering committee for Sym
posium 2003 has been meeting every
two weeks.
Quivira
President Britt Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-8719
<blkcolle@midusa.net>

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Gil Michel
605 Park Place
Newton KS 67114
(620) 284-0313

The chapter board of directors met
in Hesston on February 18, 2002,
and elected new officers: President
Gil Michel, Vice-President Dale
Brooks, Secretary Vernon Lohrentz,
Treasurer David Silverstrand, His-
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John Dick and Sharron Schutte.
Meeting dates and plans for the year
were discussed. Dale Brooks re
ported on the plans for signs and an
auto-tour route to encompass all the
DAR markers, plus all Trail crossing
signs in Marion County.

The chapter quarterly meeting,
with 34 members and guests, was
held at the Marion County Historical
Museum on April 18. They also vis
ited the recently-reopened spring in
the park adjacent to the museum.
Dinner was served at the McGilli
cuddy Restaurant in Marion, fol
lowed by a short business meeting.

The evening program was an over
view and experiences of those who
attended the symposium in Las Ve
gas last fall. Sharron and George
Schutte, Dale Brooks, Vernon
Lohrentz, and John and Janet Wiebe
all gave their impressions of lec
tures, tours, and travel to and from
Las Vegas. Pictures were provided
by John Wiebe and Sharron Schutte.

The next chapter meeting was
scheduled for May 23, with a pro
gram by Russell Stark on "The Mor
mon Battalion Trail."

Bent's Fort
President Richard Carrillo
718 W. 2nd St.
La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-8054
<cuartelejo@centurytel.net>

In January Hal Jackson pre
sented the keynote address at our
annual meeting. New board mem
bers elected are President Richard
Carrillo, Vice-President Eric Wei&
man, Secretary LaDonna Hutton,
Treasurer Emery Murray, and the
immediate past president became a
board position, filled by Dub Couch.

On May 25 the chapter joined in
the "Annual Spring Evening at
Boggsville," program, with dinner,
music, and a speaker.

Plans for the summer include:
August lo-Educational speaker at
Boggsville Historic Site.
September 7-Tour of Crowley Mu
seum and the historic Cudahay
Ranch.

The chapter has an e-mail address
to receive news and information for
the chapter newsletter and to im
prove communications:
<sftabentsfort@yahoo.com>.
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I am an elementary education ma
jor at Emporia State University. I
am creating a WebQuest project
about the Santa Fe Trail. I'm looking
for good websites about the Trail
that are designed for students in the
3rd and 4th grades. If you know of
any sites, I would appreciate it if you
could e-mail them to me. Thank you

AbbeyVieux
<vieuxme@hotmail.com>

• • • •
I am always looking for informa

tion about women on the Trail.
James J. Webb, Adventures in the
Santa Fe Trade, 1844-1847 (1931;
reprint, Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1995), 145, wrote:
"On leaving Santa Fe [November 2,
1845], there were but five: Mr.
Pruett and myself, an Irishman and
wife who came out with Messrs.
Kerford, Jenkins and Gentry, of
Zacatecas, as servants of Dr.
Jenkins, but for some reason took
their discharge in Santa Fe and were
anxious to return to 'the States' and
willing to take the risk of many
privations to gain their object." The
fifth person was a Mexican herder.
Webb later stated, p. 148, that "the
married couple concluded to wait for
an opportunity to return with a
larger train which would afford more
protection and comforts." Here is
another woman who apparently
traveled the Trail, at least to Santa
Fe and possibly back to Missouri,
prior to Susan Magoffin's 1846 trip.

On that same trip, Webb
mentioned, p. 149, "At the Rio Moro
we found a family of Americans from
Arkansas who had come out in the
fall and taken possession of a house
built the summer before...." This
family probably included a woman.
They may have traveled the road
from Fort Smith to New Mexico,
which crossed Texas.

Does anyone have more infor
mation about these women? Can
someone compile a list of all women
known to have traveled the· Trail
prior to the war between the United
States and Mexico? It would make a
nice addition to Wagon Tracks.

Betsy Crawford-Gore, Archivist
Santa Fe Trail Center

RR3
Larned KS 67550

<trailassn@larned.net>
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This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. Ifthere
is an error in this information, please
send corrections to the editor. We
thank you for your support.
BUSINESS/INSTITUTIONAL
Arizona State University Library, Periodi

cals, POB 871006, Tempe AZ 85287
Marion Springs Elementary School,

Baldwin City KS 66006

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS (pending approval)
Phil & Laura Poole Ross, PO Box 278,

Newkirk OK 74647

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Gerald & Karen Boxberger, PO Box 26,

Carson NM 87517
Miriam L. Clark & David W. O'Boyle,

11290 Glennon Dr, Lakewood CO
80226

Daniel & Elaine Day, 3742 SE 27th St,
Topeka KS 66605

Denise & Patrick Hunt, 27212 Lost Colt
Dr, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Michael & Elizabeth Koehn, PO Box 175,
Montezuma KS 67867

Marietta Gonzales & James Nason, 713
Allen Dr, Longmont CO 80503

Jean & Galen Johnson, 108 Main St,
Dwight KS 66849

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
David L. Avant, 2352 So Race St, Den

ver CO 80210
Nancy Inge Baker, 1201 Colorado Ave,

La Junta CO 81050
June Bowers, 0 Box 807, Rociada NM

87742
William B. Bundschu, 3310 S Crysler, In- .

dependence MO 64055
Juanita Crownover, 18062 W Legend

Dr, Surprise AZ85374
Charlene K. Downey, 708 Sauth 3 Rd,

Lamar CO 81054
Marcus Gottschalk, 331 Perez St, Las

Vegas NM 87701
Carol S. Hodge, 337 Madison, San A~

tonio TX 78204
Margaret A. Johnston, PO Box 40,

Capulin NM 88414
Lani Kyea, HCR 72 Box 29, Clayton NM

88415
Jeanne E. Metz, 5822 N Dearborn St, In

dianapolis IN 46220
Mark S. Poole, 3204 Crestridge Dr, Farm

ington NM 87401
Richard W. Poole, Jr.. 2920 Canterbury,

Ponca City OK 74604
Loretta Sandmeyer, 3910 NStone Guilly

Circle, Mesa AZ 85207
Kevin Tilly, 1494 S 13 Hwy, Lexington MO

64067
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Eric Weisman, 311 Raton Ave, La Junta
CO 81050

Tom West, 8924 E56th PI, Tulsa OK 74145
Lee B. Zink, 3741 Mt Rainier Dr NE,

Albuquerque NM 87111

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in August, so send informa
tion for September and later to ar
rive by July 20, 2002. Thank you.
Dates of additional events may be
found in chapter reports.
May 25-June 9, 2002: Second an
nual "Grassland Heritage Festival,"
Elkhart, KS.
June 1-2, 2002: Third Annual Six
Western Chapters meeting, hosted
by Wagonbed Spring Chapter, Ulys
ses, KS.
June 8-9, 2002: Old Spanish Trail
Association Conference, Southern
Utah University, Cedar City, Utah.
June 9, 2002: Lewis & Clark Trail
Celebration, Arrow Rock, MO.
June 15, 2002: Juneteenth Celebra
tion, Arrow Rock, MO.
June 15-16, 2002: Wah-Shun-Gah
Days, Council Grove, KS.
July 13,2002: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter meeting at Daniel's
Ranch, Wagon Mound, 10:30 a.m.
July 13, 2002: Cimarron Cutoff
Chapter meeting at Boise City, OK.
July 20, 2002: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting at Pecos National
Historic Park, meet at the visitors'
center at 9:00 a.m.
Aug. 3, 2002: Corazon de los Cami-

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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Symposium 2003
Independence, Missouri
Campsite on tlie £ittCe (}J[ue

MILl)
,M1$!)OUIt1 .lt1\'II!M Ql,JTtlllJUU

september 25,26,27,28
Join us for Tour #1,

featuring the Steamboat Arabia
and the Santa Fe Trail

through western Missouri.

Tour chair: Ross Marshall

nos Chapter meeting with lecture on
El Camino Real by Harry Myers and
Joy Poole, place and time to be an
nounced.
Aug. 10, 2002:- WetlDry Routes
Chapter meeting, 6:30 p.m., Clap
saddle Ranche, Larned, KS.
Aug. 14-17, 2002: aCTA Annual
Convention, Reno, NV, contact
<www.OCTA-trails.org>.
Aug. 22-24, 2002: Order of Indian
Wars Annual Assembly, ''The Cav
alry on the Plains," Kansas City,
MO, contact <indianwars@aris
totle.net>.
Sept. 7,2002: Boonslick Folk Music
Festival, Arrow Rock, MO, 1:00 p.m.
Sept. 7, 2002: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter meeting at Fort Union
Ranch, meet at Fort Union NM visi
tors' center at 10:00 a.m.
Sept. 19-21, 2002: SFT Rendezvous
Larned, KS. Registration and pro~
gram will be sent to all SFTA mem
bers this summer.
Sept. 25-28, 2003: SFT Symposium,
Independence, MO.

Wagon Tracks

FROM THE EDITOR
I won't mention that this issue is

also late. Thanks to a good supply of
articles, a few things have been car
ried over to the next issue. Addi
tional materials are needed for the
August issue, and if you have some
thing to submit for consideration
please send it along.

As editor, it is my good fortune to
r~ceive and read the chapter publica
tIOns. Several chapters publish out
standing newsletters, and it would
~e worthwhile to hold membership
In several chapters just to receive
them (some people do belong to sev
eral chapters). These fme publica
tions reinforce the reality that the
chapters are the strength of SFTA,
where most of the preservation edu-. 'catIOn, and promotion take place. If
you are located near a chapter,
please become involved in its activi
ties. Have a great summer on the
Trail.

Happy Trails!
Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMrrNO.2

WOODSTON KS 67675
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RENDEZVOUS 2002
SEPTEMBER 19-21

PROGRAMS and registration ma
terials for the September Rendez
vous at Larned, KS, have been sent
to all SFTA members. Remember to
get registration in by September 1 to
take advantage of the early-bird
rates. The presentations and tours
about ''The Santa Fe Trail in Lore
and Legend" will offer a variety of in
teresting and educational perspec
tives. The SFTA board meeting is
Thursday, September 19, 8:30 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. All members are wel
come to attend.

There is one change from the
printed program. Terry Ortega, who
was to speak about the murder of
Antonio Jose Chavez on Saturday
morning, is unable to attend. In
stead, Robert Torrez, recently re
tired State Historian at the New
Mexico State Records Center and Ar
chives, Santa Fe, will speak about
"Demythicizing the Santa Fe Trail
through the Mexican Archives of
New Mexico."

The Rendezvous is a great oppor
tunity to help satiate your Trail ap
petite and enjoy some new adven
tures along the historic road. We
hope to see you there.

JERE KRAKOW NEW
SUPERINTENDENT OF SFNHT

JERE 1. Krakow, Salt Lake City,
Utah, has just been named new su
perintendent of long distance trails
in the intermountain region, includ
ing the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail. David Gaines resigned as su
perintendent of long distance trails
at Santa Fe a few months ago. Kra
kow has been in charge of the Ore
gon, California, Mormon, and Pony
Express historic trails. He will now
add the Santa Fe, Trail of Tears, and
Camino Real historic trails. Krakow
is no stranger to the SFT, as he was
involved in the 1988 survey of the
historic trail and development of the
management plan.
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SEPTEMBER 19-21
SFT RENDEZVOUS & SFTA BOARD

MEETING, LARNED, KS

RICHARD POOLE RESIGNS
MARY GAMBLE MOVES

by Hal Jackson

RICHARD Poole, board member
representing Oklahoma, notified the
board that he is resigning for per
sonal reasons. He will be sorely
missed as he demonstrated keen in
sights and worked very hard to de
velop our life membership plan. In
the short time he served he made a
substantial impact. Best of luck to
you Dick!

Mary Gamble, longtime member
of the board representing Colorado,
has a new address: 2649 SE Burton,
Topeka KS 66605. Sadly, since our
bylaws require delegates from states
to live within that state, this move
requires Mary to surrender her Colo
rado seat on our board. We extend
condolences to Mary for the recent
loss of her husband, Leo, and wish
her well. Thanks Mary for many
years of service to SFTA.

In addition to these openings in
Oklahoma and Colorado, we also
have a board position open for Texas.
If you know of someone willing to
serve from Oklahoma, Colorado, or
Texas, please notify Ruth Olson Pe
ters at the national office.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROPOSED
CHANGE IN BYLAWS

by Hal Jackson

THE SFTA bylaws may be
amended by a majority vote of the
members present and voting at any
annual members' meeting when the
proposed amendment has been sent
out in the notice of such meeting.
This article constitutes notice of the
members' meeting to be held at the
Santa Fe Trail Center, Larned, KS,

(continued on page 3)

YOUTH TRAIL DIARIES, 2001
edited by Chris Day

[Editor's note: These diaries were
scheduled for publication a year ago
but were somehow omitted at the
last minute. Thinking they had been
printed, your editor failed to include
them in subsequent issues until now.
My apologies to all concerned.]
(Chris Day and Marcia Fox, SFTA
members and teachers at Wamego,
KS, recipients of SFTA education
awards, take a large group of5th and
6th graders on a camping trip over
the Santa Fe Trail every other year.
Their 2001 trip produced the diaries
printed below. Cheyenne Barron
from Alma, KS, and Michael Held
stab from Junction City, KS, were
two of the 81 students who traveled
the Trail for 11 days in 2001. The fol
lowing diary excerpts show their per
spective on the journey. Special
thanks to the teachers for involving
youngpeople in Trail adventures and
to Cheyenne Barron and Michael
Heldstab for sharing their experi
ences.)
Day I-May 27, 2001

Cheyenne Barron: "We're off! I sat
with Meggan on the bus and we
played cards and Mad Libs. We first
went to Ralph's Ruts and the ruts
were made by the wagons on the
Santa Fe Trail. At Ft. Larned, men,
women and children were dressed as
people during the trail days. The
men showed us the cannon and shot
it and the women showed us around
the houses. At the Gunsmoke Camp
ground in Dodge City, it rained so we
had to stay in a middle school gym."

Michael Heldstab: "At Ft. Larned,
the soldiers shot the guns and in the
barracks they showed us the bunk
beds. Two men slept on each level. At
the Gunsmoke Campground in
Dodge City, it started to hail so our
first night we stayed in a gym in
stead of the campground. We waited
in the bus and told jokes until we
found a place to stay."

(continued on page 4)



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

THIS makes my fourth report to
you as president and I have good
news and bad news to report. Begin
ning with some good news, the Six
Western Chapters meeting was held
in Ulysses, Kansas, during early
June, and it was a real treat. Regis
tration was held in the Grant County
Museum. This is a very nice facility
and you should look it up ifyou are in
southwest Kansas. Jeff Trotman did
a truly remarkable job of organiza
tion and execution. His chapter,
Wagon Bed Springs, is a small one in
terms of membership but a large one
in regards to hospitality.

On the first day we were led to
Fort Aubry and the sites around
Lakin. Paul Bentrup, Trail Ambas
sador, joined us for lunch at the
Kearny County Historical Museum.
This is another wonderful museum
by the way. The barbecue dinner in
Ulysses was followed by a presenta
tion of a western character.

A general meeting was held on
Sunday over breakfast. Pam
Najdowski of the End of the Trail
chapter volunteered to host the next
Six Western Chapters meeting
(2003) in Santa Fe. Jeff then led a
caravan to Wagon Bed Springs,
other Trail indentations, and finally
to Middle Spring, near Point of
Rocks, for lunch. It was an excellent
trip for Trail enthusiasts, affording
some sights seldom seen.

If your appetite is whetted with
the above tour descriptions, then you
should send your reservations off to
the Trail Center for the 2002 Ren
dezvous. In addition to several paper
presentations, there will be two ex
tensive field trips-one east and one
west of Larned. Each is offered both
days so you can take advantage of
both. Leaders for the trips are Leo
Oliva and David Clapsaddle. We
can't go wrong here. See you all
there.

Now to a small glitch. I reported to
you in the last Wagon Tracks that
your board had voted unanimously
to create life memberships. When I
returned home I was looking at our
bylaws and discovered our categories
of memberships did not include life
memberships. That being the case I
contacted the board by mail and we
are asking you to vote on a small
change to our bylaws that will add
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All matters relating to Wagon
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E-Mail: <trailassn@larned.net>

the life membership category. The
change is spelled out in another
space in this issue of Wagon Tracks.
We will have a discussion followed
by a vote on this change at our gen
eral membership meeting at the
Rendezvous in Larned.

Board member and committee
member Dick Poole also urged the
board to spell out the life member
ship requirements and create a life
membership endowment. I believe
that these changes are needed but
should be sent to committee where
the necessary language could be dis
cussed. Therefore, the only change
we are suggesting in the bylaws at
this time is the simple addition of a
life membership category.

Mapping of the Trail continues. I
sent the Colorado Mountain Route
section to John Schumacher, chair
man of the mapping committee, in
April and now have the New Mexico
Cimarron Route ready to send. I
spent two days in the Hamilton and
Kearny county courthouses and have
that section almost ready to go. We
must get going on the missing sec
tions!

Now that we have a marking pol
icy in place. it is time to look at the
sites in your area that need atten
tion. Jeff Trotman is working on a
site just south of Lakin, Kansas, and
I have alerted Sharon Brown of the
National Park Service that this site
needs interpretation. Bent's Fort is
addressing the Hole-in-the-Rock site
which is unmarked at this time. All
along the Trail are locations needing
our attention.

Linda Revello of our central office
has compiled a report of current
membership data and it is not en
couraging. It indicates a ten per cent
drop in national membership since
this time last year. I have asked the
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Membership Committee to help us
address our decline. Jan McDaniel,
the chairperson, and her committee
will work on some strategies and re
port to the board in Larned.

The issue of reimbursing board
members for attending board meet
ings will be on the agenda at Larned.
In the last Wagon Tracks I asked for
your feelings on this issue and have
received but one letter thus far. I
hope more of you contact me if you
feel strongly one way or the other on
this.

Hope to see you at the Rendezvous
and remember that your board
meets on Thursday, September 19, of
Rendezvous week. You are, ofcourse,
always welcome at board meetings.

-Hal Jackson

CHANGE IN BYLAWS
(continued trom page I)

on Thursday, September 19, 2002,
8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and the follow
ing proposed amendment will be
voted on at that meeting.

The SFTA board has unanimously
proposed an amendment to the by"
laws to add the category of life mem
bership. The relevant section of the
current bylaws follows:
ARTICLE 111- MEMBERSHIP AND DUES
Section 1. MEMBERSHIP

Membership is open to any per
son(s) and organization(s) inter
ested in the purposes of the Asso
ciation. There shall be six (6) classes
of membership: Youth (age 18 and
under), Individual, Family, Business/
Institutional, Patron, and Benefac
tor.

The proposed amendment is to
change the second sentence of the
above paragraph to read as follows:
"There shall be seven (7) classes of
membership: Youth (age 18 and un
der), Individual, Family, Busi
ness/Institution, Patron, Benefactor,
and Life."

That is the only change proposed.
The following paragraph is part of
the recommendation of the board,
and you should read this to see how
the life category is structured and
the funds protected.

"Life memberships in the Santa
Fe Trail Association (SFTA) are re
stricted to individuals. A life mem
bership can be in the name of hus
band and wife. Payments for life
membership must be invested in the
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Life Membership Endowment. The
endowment principal cannot be in
vaded. Earnings from the endow
ment will be used for operating ex
penses of the Association. Annual
earnings in excess of some percent
age will be reinvested in the endow
ment to help offset inflation. The
foregoing restrictions on life mem
berships insure an investment in
perpetuity by members on behalf of
the SFTA."

In addition, pending adoption of
the proposed bylaw change, the
board approved a life membership
fee of $885 until 2004, when the life
fee will be $1000.

Please come to the September 19
members' meeting prepared to vote
on this proposed amendment.

LEO E. GAMBLE

Leo E. Gamble, age 89, husband of
SFTA board member Mary Gamble,
died July 14 at Springfield, CO. He
was born December 23, 1912, at
Greensburg, KS. He graduated from
Prichett, CO, High School. He mar
ried Mary Brewer on June 8, 1934.

Leo worked for the Santa Fe Rail
road for 38 years, retiring in 1975.
He began as a track laborer during
the dust-bowl era and retired as a
track supervisor. He had a longtime
interest in the Santa Fe Trail. He
and Mary were charter members of
SFTA.

His interests included photogra
phy, making arrowheads, rock cut
ting and polishing, tool collecting,
and woodworking, including making
tool handles. Mter retirement he
joined the Springfield Lions Club
and was active in club projects, most
notably in repairing bicycles for the
club's annual toy drive.

He and Mary also devoted time
and effort to the Santa Fe Trail, and
they documented the location of all
the Trail markers in Colorado and
repaired the bases of several mark
ers. Mary is a member of the DAR,
and they maintained the DAR mark
ers in Colorado. The Trail has lost a
good friend.

Survivors include his wife Mary,
three sons (Bill of Urbana, Illinois;
Dennis of Topeka, KS; and Mickey of
Meade, KS), five grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren. Sympathy
is extended to family and friends.
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Memorials may be sent to the
Springfield Lions Club or SFTA.

IVIRGINIA LEE "GINNY" FISHER ~
Virginia Lee "Ginny" Slusher

Fisher, 84, of Arrow Rock, Missouri
died July 16, 2002, at Columbia'
Missouri. She was born October 8'
1918, in Dover Township, Lafayett~
County, Missouri, near Lexington.
She married Theodore "Ted" R.
Fisher, on November 9, 1946. He
survives at their residence in Arrow
Rock.

She was retired from the faculty of
the University ofMissouri where she
served for a number of years as Pro
fessor and Chair of the Child Devel
opment and Family Life Department
in the former School of Home Eco
nomics, now College of Human Envi
ronmental Sciences. She received a
Faculty-Alumni Award from the
Alumni Association of the University
of Missouri-Columbia in 1977. She
held memberships in several profes
sional and historical organizations.

She received a BS Degree in Edu
cation with emphasis in home eco
nomics from the University of Mis
souri in 1940, followed by a MS De
gree in Child Development and Fam
ily Life and a Ph.D. Degree in Social
Psychology at the University of Mis
souri.

Following graduation from the
University of Missouri in 1940, she
resided in Sedalia and served as as
sociate supervisor for the Farm Se
curity Administration for Pettis and
Saline counties until her marriage in
1946. In September 1944 she re
ceived a private pilot rating, the first
issued at the newly-opened Sedalia
Municipal Airfield. She received a
commercial pilot rating in July 1945,
also the first issued at the local field.
Her commercial flight instructor rat
ing was issued at the airfield at War
rensburg in September of that year,
She was employed on weekends by
the Warrensburg Flying Service to
provide flight instruction in a flight
program offered by Central Missouri
State College. During this time she
also served as a warrant officer in
the Civil Air Patrol.

In 1976 she and her husband
moved to Arrow Rock, where she re
sided until her death. She was active
in the support of the Arrow Rock Ly
ceum Theatre, the Friends of Arrow
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Rock, the Historic Arrow Rock Coun
cil, and the Arrow Rock Craft Club.
She was a charter member of SFTA,
served several years on the board of
directors, and wrote articles for
Wagon Tracks. She served on the Ad
visory Council of the Santa Fe Na
tional Historic Trail for a decade. In
September 1999 Ginny was named a
Santa Fe Trail Association Amba&
sador for her many years of service.
The Trail has lost another good
friend.

In addition to her husband, survi
vors include two sons, Michael Lee
Fisher, of Napa Valley, California,
and Larry Ray Fisher, of Columbia,
Missouri, three granddaughters, and
one brother. A memorial celebration
of her life was held in Arrow Rock on
August 4. Sympathy is extended to
family and friends. Memorials are
suggested to the Child Development
Laboratory Development Fund, Col
lege of Human Environmental Sci
ences at the University of Missouri
Columbia, the Arrow Rock Lyceum
Theatre, the Friends of Arrow Rock,
the Historic Arrow Rock Council, or
SFTA.

YOUTH TRAIL DIARIES
(continued from page I)

Day 2-May 28
Cheyenne Barron: "We went to Ft.
Dodge and looked at the older build
ings. At Ft. Dodge, we attended a
memorial service and sang Home on
the Range. At Autograph Rock, there
were lots of signatures of people who
traveled on the Santa Fe Trail."
Michael Heldstab: "It is DRY! There
is no water in the Arkansas River!
When we drive, dust flies every
where. It's very flat and there are no
trees for miles. At Autograph Rock,
there are autographs from 1840
1970. There are probably one thous
and signatures. It's a very pretty
stone."
Day 3-May 29
Cheyenne Barron: "At Clayton State
Lake, there were lots of dinosaur
tracks and the dinosaur tracks are
really hard to see. Wagon Mound
landmark was really cool because it
looked like a wagon from far away.
Up close it just looked like a mound.
At Ft. Union, they had little pictures
along the trail that told stories about
the people who lived at the fort."
Michael Heldstab: "There must have
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been five hundred pairs of dinosaur
tracks at Clayton State Lake. Som&
day, I would like to come back to this
place again. I wish we could take
some of the rocks. Wagon Mound
really looks like a real wagon. We
saw the cemeteries and then went to
see Mr. Nemezio. We sang the Happy
Birthday song to him in Spanish. He
is ninety-eight years old. I took many
pictures at Ft. Union of the old ruins
that are still standing. So far, it's my
favorite fort."
Day 4-May 30
Cheyenne Barron: "At Pecos Na
tional Historical site, we went along
a trail and saw different buildings
that we called ruins. One of the ruins
was a church and there was a place
for worship. During lunch, there was
a lady that re-enacted a person dur
ing the Civil War. She talked about
the hard life and what they did. The
Miracle Staircase in Santa Fe is
called this because a man built it and
then disappeared without being
paid. At San Miguel Church, we
went inside and listened to a record
ing about the chapeL The houses in
Santa Fe are really cool. There are
people who sit along the sidewalks
and sell you stuff."
Michael Heldstab: "At Pecos Ruins,
we saw the old mission that people
still use to get married. Even though
it doesn't have roof anymore, it is
still in pretty good shape. The civil
war re-enactor told us that when the
soldiers died, other men used their
ammunition and supplies. She also
told us that they fought against each
other in two-line formations. San
Miguel Church in Santa Fe is the
oldest church in the U.S.A. I didn't
like the altar but the rest of the
chapel was nice. I thought the Mira
cle Stairway in the Loretto Chapel
was pretty cool and I can't wait to go
shopping."
Day 5-May 31
Cheyenne Barron: "In the Bandelier
National Monument, there are many
caves that you can climb up into us
ing ladders. Ceremonial cave is one
hundred forty feet high. At the Brad
bury Science Museum, you can do
different science activities. In the
auditorium, a woman was showing
different experiments."
Michael Heldstab: "In the Bandelier
National Monument, the rules are
strict but I had a good time. It was
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hot and my hat was wet from sweat
ing. By climbing ladders, we went in
side several of the cliff dwellings.
Some of the dwellings were small
and some were large. At the Brad
bury Science museum, a girl put her
hand on the static ball and her hair
stuck strait out. She really looked
funny."
Day 6-June 1
Cheyenne Barron: "Shopping in
Santa Fe was fun. Many of the Na
tive Americans were selling jewelry,
pottery and other things. At the Chil
dren's Museum, you could stand in
side a hoop, pull on a rope and then a
bubble would go up around you. Also,
you could paint your face and make
stuff out of recycled items."
Michael Heldstab: "I had to be tight
with my money, but I got a lot of stuff
while shopping in Santa Fe. Near the
plaza, we watched them make part of
a movie. At the Children's Museum,
I spray-painted my hair pink, blue,
red and green. I wanted to keep my
hair colored but the nurse made me
wash it out."
Day 7-June 2
Cheyenne Barron: "EI Rancho de Las
Golondrinas is a living history mu
seum. They had singing, dancing,
soap making, wool dyeing and a
blacksmith. They also had a place
where you could make your own tor
tillas. They were good!"
Michael Heldstab: "At EI Rancho de
Las Golondrinas, I saw a man dem
onstrate on how to handle a rattl&
snake. Also, I made eight tortillas."
Day 8-June 3
Cheyenne Barron: "The Capulin vol
cano is eight thousand, two hundred
and fifteen feet high. We walked
around the rim of the volcano and I
found it hard to breathe. It was like
being in an airplane. In the evening,
we toured an old mining camp near
Raton."
Michael Heldstab: "I liked the
Capulin volcano even though the
high altitude made me sick."
Day 9-June 4
Cheyenne Barron: "Raton Pass was
very rough looking and rocky. It
would have been really hard to cross
over the pass in a wagon. At Ston&
wall, Colorado, we stopped at the
gravesite of Marian Russell and her
family. Mrs. Chris Day re-enacted
the life of Marian Russell."
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Michael Heldstab: "I liked riding up
and over Raton Pass. The John Mar
tin Dam sure had a lot of floodgates:
We took a tour under the dam and
the walls were thirty feet thick. To
me, it was cold below the dam since I
was only wearing shorts and a tank
top."
Day 10-June 5
Cheyenne Barron: "Bent's Old Fort
was really neat. A woman showed us
around the fort. There was a bar, a
blacksmith and many other different
rooms. William Bent and Susan Ma
goffin were two important people
that lived at the fort."
Michael Heldstab: "At Bent's Old
Fort, I learned the meaning of the
phrase, "Don't let the bedbugs bite."
I bought old-fashioned lemon drops
at the Bent's Fort store."
Day 11-June 6
Cheyenne Barron: "I had a great time
on this trip!"
Michael Heldstab: "We visited the
Coronado/Quivira Museum at Ly
ons, Kansas. I had learned about Co
ronado at Franklin School but the
museum was still fun."

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-
I recommend that the dates for all

major event dates planned by
chapters and SFTA be sent to Wagon
Tracks for publication as early as
possible in order to avoid the many
scheduling conflicts that now occur.
My dear Corazon chapter has taken
some heat for a scheduling conflict
with the Six Western Chapters
meeting this year, yet we had our
schedule finalized in February.
Should we be slapped on the wrist for
being organized? There are varying
opinions on whether we could have
changed the Pecos tour, but the bot
tom line is, we were told we couldn't,
and didn't.

I am a random newcomer and can
not and am not speaking for anyone
but me here. It does seem to me that
major multi/SFTAlChapter events
should be scheduled far enough in
advance that they could be published
in WT. Could not all such major
dates for the following year appear
in the November issue? Then chap
ters like Corazon de los Caminos
would have in hand a published cal
endar of major events scheduled for
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the next year when we meet in Janu
ary to plan our meetings for the com
ing year. I would like to know what
others think and if this is feasible. I
am a compulsive organizer.

Alma Gregory
HC 69 Box 20-J

Sapello NM 87745
This is a good idea, but I wonder if

there might not be a better solution.
Since WT only appears quarterly, I
think it might be better (more timely)
to have the national office at Larned
maintain a master Trail calendar.
Everyone could send the dates to
Linda Revello. In turn, anyone or any
chapter planning to schedule an
event could check with her to see ifthe
date or dates had already been taken.
This assumes that whomever gets on
the calendar first has those dates
nailed down and those coming after
are responsible for avoiding conflicts
whenever possible. Some events could
be on the same date and not be in con
flict, such as regular chapter meet
ings. No matter how careful the
scheduling, some major events will
still come at the same time. It is too
bad, especially for those who want to
attend both, that this year's Rendez
vous and the 15(}h anniversary cele
bration of the Sisters of Loretto in
New Mexico occur at the same time.
A master calendar at the national of
fice would especially help chapters to
avoid conflicts with major events. It
could also be the primary source for
the calendar feature in each issue of
WT. This is a subject the SFTA board
might consider at its next meeting.

Editor

Journal Recovered
by Phyllis S. Morgan

[SFTA member Phyllis Morgan, Al
buquerque, is a consultant to electric
utility and energy industries. She
also researches and writes about the
Southwest. Her most recent publica
tion, with Cesar A. Gonzalez-T., A
Sense of Place: Rudolfo A. Anaya: An
Annotated Bio-Bibliography, won a
national award last year. She is a
member of End of the Trail and
Corazon de los Caminos chapters.
She is one of five women who are
walking the Trail from west to east (a
section at a time), and they have now
reached the halfway point. Morgan is
preparing a series on wildlife along
the Santa Fe Trail for WT, the first of
which appears in this issue.]

Wagon Tracks

IN an article titled "Journal Stolen"
in the May 1990 issue of Wagon
Tracks, Marc Simmons alerted read
ers to be on the lookout for the origi
nal journal of J. W. Chatham, a
traveler on the Santa Fe Trail in
1849. The handwritten journal and
an accompanying bound, typed tran
script of the narrative were among
rare books and documents stolen
from the special collections of the
University of New Mexico Library by
Stephen Blumberg, known today as
the most accomplished biblioklepto
maniac of the twentieth century. An
amazingly resourceful and persis
tent thief, Blumberg managed to
steal and amass a collection of
23,600 items weighing more than 19
tons from 268 libraries in 45 states,
the District of Columbia, and two
provinces of Canada.

It is gratifying to report to readers
that Chatham's handwritten journal
and the accompanying bound tran
script were returned in good condi
tion to UNM's special collections.
Both items were examined during
research conducted for the article
"Pronghorn on the Santa Fe Trail,"
which also appears in this issue.
Considering the monumental prob
lems involved in returning the stolen
materials to the institutions from
which they were stolen, we are very
fortunate to have these items relat
ing to the Santa Fe Trail again avail
able for research.

Blumberg was arrested in Ot
tumwa, Iowa, in March 1990. He was
found guilty as charged in 1991,
fined $200,000, and sentenced to five
years and eleven months in prison.
Paroled in December 1995, Blum
berg's repeated parole violations re
sulted in his return to prison in 1996
to serve out the remainder of his
original sentence. Since then, he was
arrested, charged, and convicted for
stealing antique doorknobs and
lighting fixtures-his other collect
ing passion.

Readers interested in learning
more about this bibliokleptomaniac
and "the Blumberg collection" will
find an informative, well-written
account in Nicholas A. Basbanes's A
Gentle Madness: Bibliophiles, Bib
liomanes, and the Eternal Passion
for Books (Henry Holt, 1995) and in
an update included in Basbanes's
preface to the paperbound edition
(Holt, 1999).
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PRONGHORN ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Phyllis S. Morgan

[This is first in a series Morgan is
preparing about wildlife on the Trail.
Her next topic will be prairie chick
ens. Readers should note the men
tions ofantelope hunting in Alphonso
Wetmores report in this issue.]

PRONGHORN (Antilocapra ameri
cana) were observed and commented
on by European explorers and other
early travelers to North America.
They were named berrendo by the
Spanish and cabrie by the French
Canadians. Indians on the plains,
where millions of pronghorn once
roamed, gave them many different
names, 20 having been recorded.1

The name "antelope" was given to
them during the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, 1804-1806, when the
first specimen was collected for sci
ence. 2 Thus, "antelope" was the
name used by English-speaking
travelers on the Santa Fe Trail and
has been used colloquially ever since.
Today, however, the accepted com
mon name is "pronghorn," derived
from the short prong on their horns,
which distinguish them from all
other animals. Although reference is
occasionally made to "pronghorn an
telope," the name "pronghorn" is
most commonly used by those who
study and write about this unique,
fascinating animal-the fastest mam
mal in the western hemisphere and
one of the fastest in the world.

Many of the travelers on the Trail
who kept journals or personal ac
counts of their experiences crossing
the plains and prairies mentioned
antelope. Some only noted seeing an
telope during the day's journey over
the Trail, while others added the
number counted, whether antelope
were shot at, and if the shots missed
or killed them. A number of travelers
provided more detailed descriptions
of this animal and its characteristics.
In particular, they frequently men
tioned the intense curiosity ofthe an
telope, their penchant for checking
out any unusual activities, and their
amazing fleetness.

Lewis Garrard wrote about ante
lope on his trip across the prairie in
1846; those observations were pub
lished in Wah-to- Yah and the Taos
Trail, which first appeared in 1850:
"There is much that is singular
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about the antelope, it being a most
inquisitive creature; their curiosity,
like Eve's, often results in their
downfall. While hunting before
reaching camp, a band came running
past. Bewildered & fascinated, they
described two complete circles
around us, during which we gave
them several shots, though their mo
tions were too swift for sure aim.'03

Garrard also wrote about "toling"
game. Toling refers to methods used
to lure or decoy game by arousing cu
riosity. A popular way of toling ante
lope, according to Garrard, was for a
hunter to stand on his head and
shake his legs in the air. An expert at
this type of toling was Marcellus St.
Vrain, brother of Ceran St. Vrain,
partner of William and Charles Bent
and leader of Garrard's groUp.4

Josiah Gregg commented on ante
lope and toling in his classic account
of the overland trade, Commerce of
the Prairies, first published in 1844:
"Being as wild as fleet, the hupting of
them is very difficult, except they be
entrapped by their curiosity. Meet
ing a stranger, they seem loth to
leave him until they have fully found
him out. They will often take a cir
cuit around the object of their curios
ity, usually approaching nearer and
nearer until within rifle-shot
frequently stopping to gaze. Also,
they are often decoyed with a scarlet
coat, or a red handkerchief attached
to the tip of a ramrod, which will
sometimes allure them within reach
of the hunter's aim. But this inter
esting animal, like the buffalo, is
now very rarely seen within less
than 200 miles of the frontier:
though early voyagers tell us that it
once frequented as far east as the
Mississippi.,,5

Gregg crossed the plains with
trade caravans four times from 1831
to 1840 and described characteristics
of the antelope, incorrectly identify
ing them as gazelles. The pronghorn
of North America are not related to
the true antelope of Mrica or Asia.
Gregg wrote: "That species of gazelle
known as the antelope is very nu
merous upon the high plains. This
beautiful animal, though reckoned a
link between the deer and the goat,
is certainly much nearest the latter.
It is about the size and somewhat of
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the figure of a large goat. Its horns
also resemble those of the latter ...
but they are more erect, and have a
short prong projecting in front. . . .
The antelope is most remarkable for
its fleetness; not bounding like the
deer, but skimming over the ground
as though upon skates. The fastest
horse will rarely overtake them. I
once witnessed an effort to catch one
that had a hind-leg broken, but it far
out-stripped our fleetest 'buffalo
horse.' It is, therefore, too swift to be
hunted in the chase. I have seen dogs
run after this animal, but they would
soon stop and turn about, apparently
much ashamed of being left so far be
hind."6

In June 1846 Susan Shelby Ma
goffin wrote in her diary, first pub
lished in 1926 as Down the Santa Fe
Trail and into Mexico, while camped
at Bluff Creek Camp No.8: "As we
were quietly jog[g]ing along in front
of the wagons, a beautiful little ani
mal of some kind attracted our atten
tions. I supposed it a dog, or a wolf at
first, my dearest after many supposi
tions settled on its being nothing
more than a stone. To settle all
doubts, we drew the spy-glass-and
what was it? Nothing more or less
than a timid though curious ante
lope. It did not run, but all curious as
we were about it at first, to know
what great objects we were coming
toward it, it advanced to its own de
struction, poor creature.',7 Susan re
lated how her husband fired his rifle
and the antelope jumped to the side
of the road unharmed. However, as it
continued its persistent gaze, Mr.
Magoffin shot again and wounded
the antelope in its shoulder. Susan
expressed the sorrow she felt watch
ing it run away: "It ran off over the
hills, poor creature, no doubt to die.
Since it was left with life and pain at
tached to it, I am sorry it was shot
at."a

J. W. Chatham of South Carolina
wrote in his private journal in camp
near Wagon Mound, New Mexico, on
July 7, 1849: "I struck out with my
gun for game, but did not succeed.
Antelope is the principal [game], and
it is amusing to see what inquisitive
animals they are . . . if it cannot
make you out it will take a circuit
around all the while drawing
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nearer."9 Earlier on the Trail, not far
from Pawnee Rock, Chatham briefly
noted that antelope were plentiful
and a fawn, about a month old, had
been caught alive and its tongue was
coal black. He did not add any other
comment about how the young one
was captured or what happened to it.
Chatham also kept a list of pebbles
and stones collected along the Trail.
He included in his list "two female
antelope horns from the Plains."JO

Many observers commented on
the abundance of these animals.
Lieutenant William B. Lane, sta
tioned at Fort Union in 1857, re
called he "could, from the front door
of my quarters at the old post up
against the bluffs at Fort Union, see
at one time nearly any and every day
several hundred antelope on the
plain between the post and the Tur
key Mountain." He also recorded the
humorous details of one of his
antelope-hunting expeditions near
the fort, in which he failed to shoot a
pronghorn but had an encounter
with a rattlesnake, got thoroughly
intoxicated, and thought he was go
ing to die before he discoveredhe had
not been bitten by the snake.! 1

Ernestine Franke Huning, travel
ing the Trail to Santa Fe and beyond
to Albuquerque in 1863 to live in the
home of her new husband, Franz,
made the trip in relative comfort,
much as Susan Shelby Magoffin had
on her trip. Ernestine also dined well
on food, including goose breast and
truffles, prepared by her husband's
cook. She briefly mentioned in her
diary that they saw "lots of antelope
without being able to shoot one." Her
diary entry dated May 24, 1863,
reads: "Last night we had a terrible
storm, but it is lovely today. Here is a
spring with good water called Wet
Stone. Here we met some herders
who gave us a quarter of antelope for
some salt. The meat tastes like veni
son."12 Wet Stone, according to Marc
Simmons, was Whetstone Creek, a
familiar campsite on the Trail be
tween Round Mound and Point of
Rocks in New Mexico.13

Writing in camp on the Mountain
Route during his trip to the Colorado
gold fields, Samuel D. Raymond re
corded in his journal on May 23,
1859, that 18 miles of the Trail had
been completed that day, and he saw
the Spanish Peaks in the distance.
He also noted: "Today we bought a
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quarter of antelope which was killed
by two men encamped near us. We
had some of it for supper, which was
very goOd."14

In 1858 Hezekiah Brake, who had
immigrated to Minnesota from Eng
land and was on his way to New
Mexico to work on a dairy farm west
of Fort Union wrote: "Mr. A[lexan
der] declared we were now within
the range of antelope, and as we ap
proached the Cimarron river we
caught several glimpses of these shy
and beautiful animals. As we neared
our camping-ground, he was fortu
nate enough to bring down a fine
young kid. When we had camped for
breakfast, we took a sack of buffalo
chips-carried forward for fuel-made
our fire, and for the first time in my
life I had the satisfaction of cooking
and helping to eat fried antelope
chOpS."lS

James Francis Riley's reminis
cences of freighting on the Trail in
clude an incident involving his
brother and an antelope while the
brothers were on their way to Fort
Union in the spring of 1863: "Brother
Charley was one of the herders that
night. He lay down close to an old
steer and went to sleep. Just after it
began to get light he woke up and not
more than a rod [16.5 feet] from him,
stood an antelope looking at him as
though it was wondering what he
was. He had a little four inch pistol
in his pocket, he slipped it out and
shot and killed it. He said it made
one jump and fell dead."!6 Riley re
counted how the shot woke up the
rest of the guard and the excitement
that ensued over Charley shooting
the antelope square between the
eyes with such a small pistol. Riley
added: "He [Charley] considered it a
mere accident. But, we enjoyed the
antelope all the same."l7

Although Riley, Brake, and others
seemed to find antelope meat palat
able, Gregg expressed a differing
opinion: "The flesh of the antelope is,
like that of the goat, rather coarse,
and but little esteemed: conse
quently, no great efforts are made to
take them."m

In recent times, few have written
as eloquently about pronghorn as
Jack Schaefer in his book An Ameri
can Bestiary (1975). Schaefer con
fided: "My favorite [among the mam
mals who are confirmed vegetarians]
is one who is a true native American,
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who to me is and always should be
one of the prides of our continent, the
pronghorn.... There is only one spe
cies of him. He is the one and only
living representative of his genus, of
his entire family. And he is com
pletely and absolutely American."19

According to Schaefer and oth
ers,20 taxonomists were confounded
with difficulties in classifying prong
horn, because they did not fit into
any category. Few animals have
caused so much debate about their
place in the order of life. Like mem
bers of the large family of bovids (Bo
videa), which includes oxen, goats,
and sheep, pronghorn are ruminants
(cud-chewers) with compartmental
ized stomachs; they are ungulates
(hoofed mammals), have high
crowned teeth for grazing, and have
horns, not antlers. At this point,
pronghorn diverge from the bovid
family and others to go their own
way. The naturalist Ernest Thomp
son Seton summarized the peculiari
ties that made their categorization
difficult: "Like the giraffe, the
American antelope has two hoofs
[prominent toes] on each foot; like
the goat, it has a gall bladder and a
system of smell glands; like the deer,
it has four teats and a coat of hair
with an undercoat of wool; like the
goat, it has hollow horns on a bony
core; yet as in the deer, these horns
are branched and are shed every
year."21 Seton did not mention that
unlike the deer, pronghorn do not
have dewclaws. Their horns make
them truly unique. They are the only
animal in the world with branched
horns that are shed annually. Even
tually accepting the singularity of
pronghorn, taxonomists designated
them Antilocapra americana and es
tablished their own family
Antilocapridae.

As many as forty to fifty million
pronghorn once inhabited western
North America from Canada south
to the Mexican Plateau. By 1915,
however, an official government sur
vey put the total estimated popula
tion for the United States and Can
ada at 15,000.22 Pronghorn popula
tions suffered drastic declines dur
ing the nineteenth century and into
the twentieth century for many rea
sons, but primarily because of mar
ket hunting, loss of habitat, and
wanton slaughter. Their numbers,
however, rebounded significantly in
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the second half of the twentieth cen
tury. Today, the American West has
an estimated pronghorn population
of about one million.23 The five states
through which the Santa Fe Trail
passed reported their estimated
pronghorn populations in 2001:
Missouri-O; Kansas-2,000; Colorado
54,000; Oklahoma-1,200; and New
Mexico-30,000. Wyoming and Mon
tana, with a combined estimate of
over 750,000, have the largest EOpu
lations among all of the states. 4

The species has increased in
number through the dedicated ef
forts of wildlife departments, conser
vation clubs, and a multitude of citi
zens, including ranchers and hunt
ers, whose cooperation and heroic ef
forts have shown that conservation
works. A moratorium on hunting
pronghorn lasting until the 1940s
and the passage of laws to raise
funds for wildlife restoration and
conservation efforts were also in
strumental. Valerius Geist, who
writes and speaks extensively on
pronghorn, has stated: "The prong
horn is now abundant because we
made it so.... Today, the pronghorn
stands as a symbol to much that is
good and decent in North America. ,,25

Millions of years ago, the peculi
arities of pronghorn had already
been established. The species sur
vived the extinctions of mammals
over various epochs going back to the
Miocene some twenty million years
ago. Much later, pronghorn thrived
along with mammoths, giant sloths,
dire wolves, saber-toothed tigers,
and other mammals roaming North
America. Over 10,000 years ago dur
ing the late Pleistocene, when about
seventy percent of all species of large
North American mammals are
thought to have become extinct,
pronghorn survived. Thus, prong
horn were living in North America
when the modern bison arrived as
immigrants from Asia, and they
were here when the first human be
ings arrived in North America.

Among the pronghorn's greatest
assets are fleetness and the most
acute eyesight of any mammal.
Pronghorn are reported to be able to
sustain sixty miles per hour for three
to four minutes. Bursts of forty-five
miles per hour are not unusual, and
they are able to cruise at thirty miles
per hour for up to fifteen miles.26

Physiologically, pronghorn are per-

8

feet running machines, built for
maximum efficiency. When running,
they are almost level in action, which
explains why Josiah Gregg thought
they looked like they were "skim
ming over the ground as though
upon skates.'127

Some scientists believe their eye
sight may be the best of any living
thing, except for some predator and
carrion-eating birds. Their large
wide-set eyes are about the same
size as those of the elephant. Set in
protruding sockets, their eyes pro
vide a wide arc of vision, with a
power of sight reported to be "the
equivalent of a human being with 20
20 vision using 8-power binoculars,
giving them the ability to detect
movement four miles away.,,28
Darkly pigmented eyes help them to
deal with intense light from sun and
reflection from snow; long, thick eye
lashes provide shade.

Sharp eyesight is used in conjunc
tion with their signaling system, or
flashing of white rump patches.
Pronghorn are able to communicate
with each other over distances of a
mile or more. A specialized muscle
system controls the coarse, loosely
attached hair on their bodies, includ
ing rump patches, and allows the
hair to stand almost erect or flatten
layer upon layer. Besides providing a
means of communication, it also pro
vides excellent insulation in hot or
cold weather. Scent glands are also
used to communicate a variety of
messages.

Over the ages, pronghorn adapted
to life on vast open spaces, learning
to rely on their speed, agility, and
sharp eyesight to outrun any preda
tor. Unlike deer and other wild ani
mals, they do not seek cover, flee, or
run blindly from potential danger,
but respond to predators selectively.
It is their natural response to check
out whatever may be a threat. After
scoping out what has attracted their
attention, they will either run or not
run. Frequently, they will stay
where they are and totally ignore
whatever it was that had caused
such close scrutiny. Thus, what ob
servers have called "curiosity" is the
pronghorn's natural behavior in re
sponding to possible threats. This re
sponse always worked well for them.
With the arrival of predators with
guns, however, pronghorn could no
longer rely on their swiftness and
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agility to outrun a speeding bullet.
As you hike, ride, bike, or drive

along the Santa Fe Trail, or other
open spaces of the American West,
and are fortunate to catch sight of
pronghorn, recall their ancient heri
tage, long history on the prairie, and
near extinction. Remember that
these colorful, graceful creatures are
truly survivors-and true Americans.
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ALPHONSO WETMORE'S REPORT OF A JOURNEY TO SANTA FE IN 1828
edited with an introduction by Harry C. Myers

(Harry Myers, Santa Fe, is National pears in the Council Trove column nite peril: and the pecuniary venture
Park Service project coordinator for following this article. was accordingly limited in amount;
El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro Alphonso Wetmore was born in and the articles of merchandise com-
National Historic Trail and former Connecticut in 1793. He lost his prized in it. were suited either to Mexi-
superintendent of Fort Union Na- right arm in the War of 1812 and be- can or Indian taste. In the event of fail-
tional Monument. A frequent con- came an army paymaster, stationed ure to reach the point of destination, it
tributor to WT, Myers has received in Franklin, Missouri, from 1819 to was a part of the plan of the adventur-
nearly every award SFTA presents, 1833. He was involved in the Santa ous party to remunerate themselves
including an award of merit, ambas- Fe trade from the start as an ob- with the capture of wild horses, or, in
sador, and Jack D. Rittenhouse server and an early chronicler. Mter the manly and animating sport of the
Award for lifetime achievement. He his military service, Wetmore settled buffalo chase: they returned the same
suggested reprinting Wetmore's re- in the Boone's Lick area where he season. I In the spring of 1822, an in-
port several years ago and offered to was a merchant, lawyer, and writer. creased number of adventurers
edit it for WT. The original was pub- He was one of the founders of the packed on mules a small amount of
lished as a government document, town of New Franklin, established merchandise (valued at $3,000,) at this
and the report has been reprinted in after most of the original town of place, with the purpose of making a
the Missouri Historical Review. It de- Franklin had been washed away by farther experiment in the Santa Fe
serves circulation to everyone inter- Missouri River floods. He soon trade. In pursuing the route, in their
ested in the Trail. A recent prod from moved to St. Louis where he prac- judgment the most direct, they fell
Jane Mallinson, urging publication ticed law and wrote for the remain- upon a sandy desert beyond the Ar-
of this document in WT, prompted der of his life, publishing the Gazet- kansas, where they suffered infinitel)!
your editor to contact Myers, who teer of Missouri in 1837. He died in from thirst, for more than forty hours.2

promptly submitted this article. the 1849 cholera epidemic in St. They continued their route, and were
Thanks Harry.) Louis. remunerated for their toil and perils,
ON October 11, 1831, Missouri Wetmore's report appeared as with a profit of about two thousand per
resident Alphonso Wetmore, army item No.5 in Senate Document 90, cent. Encouraged by this essay, in
officer, Santa Fe Trail traveler, keen 22nd Congress, 1st Session [Serial 1823, the trade assumed a more set-
observer, and author, responded to 213], titled "Message from the Presi- tied and regUlar character.

3

an inquiry made earlier that year by dent of the United States in compli- An additional number of respect-
the United States Senate. They ance with a resolution of the Senate able citizens, with increased capital,
wanted to know the names and concerning the Fur trade, and Inland engaged in it, and wagons were em-
number of men killed in the Santa Fe Trade to Mexico, February 9, 1832." ployed this year, for the first time, in the
trade and in the pursuit of the fur His contribution was a double-edged transportation of merchandise. This
trade in the Far West. The Senate sword of keen observations and keen company, too, suffered extremely in
was also curious about the conduct of wit. No dry diary this, Wetmore enli- the passage of the great Jomada, a
the trade, asking about its value and vened his account, making light of day's journey, from one watering place
the number of persons annually em- himself and the hardships of the to another, beyond the Arkansas river.
ployed. journey. Congress paid attention to A safer route across the sands has

When Secretary of War Lewis this report and in response, in 1832, been since traced out, and is now pur-
Cass compiled the report and sent it authorized a regiment of Mounted sued with little or no inconvenience.
to President Andrew Jackson, a total Rangers to be added to the Army, The experiment of this year, gave en-
of 24 reports were included concern- and only a year later replaced the couragement for an increase of the
ing both the Santa Fe trade and the Rangers with the First Regiment of trade, which has been progressive
fur trade. Wetmore's report joined Mounted Dragoons. Wetmore's ac- ever since; and its importance induced
those of Superintendent of Indian count of the dangers added to the Congress to appropriate $30,000 for
Affairs William Clark, Joshua Pil- justification for this new regiment. laying out and making the route. This
cher of the American Fur Company, No.5 task had been previously performed by
Major Bennett Riley of the U.s. Alphonso Wetmore's Report. the traders themselves; and no advan-
A d I d· A tAt P tage was derived from the expenditurermy, an n Ian gen ugus e. Franklin, Missouri, October 11, 183l.
Chouteau. of the money in the summer of 1824.4

Sir: In reply to the queries transmitted The protection subsequently afforded
Alphonso Wetmore is no stranger under cover of your letter of the 9th ul- in 1829 by the troops, is matter of rec-

to readers of Wagon Tracks. His timo, Ihave the honor to submit the fol- ord in the War Department.5 The whole
Book of the Muleteers was published lowing history of our trade to Mexico. num- ber of lives lost in the Mexican
in the August d1991 . issb~e; Jam

h
i Early in the summer of 1821, several citi- trade, up to this year, is eight souls, to

Parkison prepare a mce lOgrap y zens of Boonlick made a small outfit at which we may add two of the fur trad-
of him for the November 1996 issue, this place, and departed with the ers, who fell on or near the trace, while
and two Wetmore letters written in avowed purpose of vl's',t',ng the settle- t f. d' h F b he caravan 0 this year, which has just
1824 were prmte m tee ruary ments of New Mexico. The enterprise arrived, was returning. 6 In 1827, the rob-
2000 issue. Another of his letters ap- was, at the time, deemed one of infi- beries on the Santa Fe trace amounted
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to 130 head of stock; and, in 1828, the
loss was estimated at 825 head of ani
mals of all kinds.?

Since that year, the losses have
been so inconsiderable, that no men
tion is made of the particulars. The Ca
manches and Panis are chargeable
with these frays. In 1821. the caravan
consisted of 21 men. and their mer
chandise was valued at $3.000.8 The
caravan of last spring numbered 260
men, with 135 wagons, and merchan
dise to the amount of $270,000.9

Autumn is not the most favorable sea
son for going through the unsettled
tract of country of 800 miles, although it
has been several times successfully at
tempted. A small company went out
this fall. The dangers that are encoun
tered in this trade, consist in the hostile
operations against the caravans, of
the Panis, Chians. Comanches, Kiawas,
and Arrapaho Indians. all of whom
hunt in and claim the country through
which the Mexican road leads.

The Blackfeet Indians have this year.
for the first time, made their appear
ance in great force on the trace.

To insure the safety of the caravans,
it is the custom of the traders, on reach
ing the rendezvous on the western
boundary of Missouri. to elect a cara
van bachi. lo and other officers, who
are invested with such authority as may
be voluntarily conceded from day to
day. or such as they may have the ad
dress to enforce. This is greater or less.
as the dangers increase or diminish.
When on the march, as night ap
proaches. the wagons are thrown into
a square, and made to resemble. with
much aid of the imagination. a camp
fortified by Roman legions. Guards are
always set. and these watch or sleep.
as their interest or love of repose may
predominate.

The capital employed in the trade
this year, is about three hundred thous
and dollars. The outfits consist of wag
ons, mule. and ox teams. The arms car
ried, are generally rifles and pistols. with
a light piece of artillery to each cara
van. A small supply of provisions is laid
in to subsist the company until they
reach the buffalo country. where an
abundance is always procured by
hunting during the march. The returns
consist of bullion. Mexican dollars. fine
gold, beaver. and horses. mules, and
asses. One hundred packs of beaver
are embraced in this year's return. The
time of departure from the rendezvous
on our border, is settled at or about the
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middle of May, when the prairie grass is
sufficiently advanced to forage the
teams, and the return caravans reach
the same point from the 1st to the 10th
of October. The time employed in go
ing, in effecting sales. and in returning,
is less than five months.

Those traders who bring their opera
tions within the compass of one season.
never penetrate the settlements more
than one hundred miles. visiting the
towns of Santa Fe and Toas [Taos], and
some small Pueblos, and Ranchos, on
Rio Del Norte. I

1 Those who remain in
the country. extend their operations
throughout the State of Senora, and as
far south as some of the most consider
able towns of the State of Chihuahua,
(Chiquaqua.) including the city of that
name.12

When any of these traders may
have completed their sales at a season
unfavorable for their return by the inte
rior routes. they proceed to the port of
Brazos Santiago. near the mouth of Rio
del Norte, or Rio Grand, (as it is there
called) and return to the United States
in one of the New Orleans packets.
They likewise travel home through
Texas. Thus it is the practice to perform
the whole route from Franklin, in Mis
souri, with wagons, and the same mule
team, to the gulf of Mexico, a distance
by the coach road of three thousand
miles. There is a good coach road from
Santa Fe through EI Pasos, Chihuahua,
EI Bayo, Mapomis. Paras, Saltillio. and
Monteroy, to Matamoras, the business
town for the port of Brazos Santiago. It
will be perceived that there is some
connection subsisting between the
Mexican [interior) and the fur trade.
American mountain companies are
annually fitted out at Santa Fe, and at
Toas. after the arrival of the caravans
at these towns; and our traders take
into account this branch of business in
laying in their goods. 13

In responding to the inquiry "what
are the facilities or impediments of
fered by the Mexican Government,"
we are led to the most interesting point
to which this communication tends.
There are no facilities afforded the mer
chants of the United States who trade
to Mexico by the interior route. But
great impediments have been always
thrown in the way of this class of our citi
zens, who have, by their risks and dar
ing enterprise. deserved much indul
gence. The Mexican Government has
always given a preference, strongly
marked, to their own merchants. This
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cannot be objected to. But facilities
are afforded to the merchants of Great
Britain and France, that are denied to
those of the United States. The most
grievous exactions have been im
posed on our merchants latterly in the
form of a per diem tax, for keeping
open retailing shops; and an arrival
duty of ten dollars on each cargo, or
mule load of merchandise, has been
collected. State and federal enact
ments have sometimes conflicted. and
these have tended to enhance the im
positions.

The suggestion for a remedy for
those evils cannot, I presume, with pro
priety, come within the compass of this
communication. But, the merchants of
the United States, trading to Mexico. by
the interior, if allowed the advantage
of debenture,14 will. on entering the
market. be placed on an equal footing
with those of all nations trading through
the sea ports. With this change, the in
terior trade would assume an impor
tance. which it has never claimed; and
it would, probably, advance to several
millions per annum. It might then be ex
tended as far south as the city of
Durango.

A heavy duty is now collected in our
ports on many of the leading articles of
the Mexican trade, to which the Mexi
can duty is added before the goods
are offered in market. The articles of
foreign manufacture chiefly in de
mand, and which are not contraband,
in the States of Chihuahua, and
Senora, and province of New Mexico.
are French calico and cotton shawls,
English calico, brown and bleached
cotton shirtings, and cotton hose, India
black silk handkerchiefs. and German
linens. If it is in contemplation to do any
thing for this trade, it is only necessary
to allow drawback on all merchandise
imported into the United States for the
Mexican market, and actually ex
ported by the interior, and our cara
vans will be strong enough for self de
fence. 15

With all the disadvantages which
have been encountered, this trade has
continued to increase steadily for a pe
riod of nine years, and the circulating
medium of Missouri now consists princi
pally of Mexican dollars. Many of our
citizens are profitably engaged in the
trade; horses, mules, and oxen, are em
ployed in carrying it on; the farmers
and mechanics derive advantage
from the outfits, and our whole com
munity is benefited by this interesting
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traffic. It has been remarked that the
Government of Mexico evinces an un
friendly disposition towards the citizens
of this country engaged in the trade;
yet, in the personal intercourse I have
had with the Mexicans in their own be
lief that they entertain any but the most
friendly, if not kindred feelings, for their
republican friends of the north. 16

The commercial regulations of
which we have a right to complain,
have been always effected by the
deep laid schemes of the English mer
chants resident in that country. They,
too, may have retarded the negotia
tion of our commercial treaty with Mex
ico, and its ratification by that Govern
ment. 17 The unsettled state of the Mexi
can Government gives encourage
ment, and insures success to the
machinations of craHy men, who, per
haps, address themselves, on some oc
casions, to irresponsible and corrupt of
ficers.

The accompanying letter from a re
spectable merchant in Chihuahua, is
offered for the information of the War
Department; but it would, perhaps, be
impolitic to publish its contents.

With the existence of the kind feel
ings which the people and the Govern
ment of this country entertain towards
the Mexicans, there can be no occa
sion for a hint, which, at this moment,
occurs to me, but adopting the doc
trine which may be applicable, if our
just expectations are not realized, that
"whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,"
it may not be amiss to observe that a
field or battering train would encounter
little or no obstruction between the
place where Iwrite and the city of Mex
ico. The provincial Government of New
Mexico has sometimes facilitated the
operations of our traders; and, in 1829,
furnished the return caravan with an
escort commanded by Colonel Bis
carara, 18 a very distinguished officer of
the Mexican army.

The following extract from a diary
which I kept while travelling from Mis
souri to New Mexico, may not be inap
propriate, and it is accordingly offered
for your perusal. In the memoranda
made while pursuing my route from
Santa Fe to the mouth of Rio Grande, I
find nothing that relates to the subjects
embraced in your inquiries, which I
have not already noted or alluded to,
and the extracts, therefore, end on
reaching the former place.

May 28, 1828. Reached the Blue
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Spring 19 the rendezvous of the Mexican
traders, in season to attend to the elec
tion of officers; ourself elected captain
of the host. "There may be some honor
in it," as the deacon remarked on his
own promotion, "but not much profit."
29th. In preparation for departure, in
spection of arms, fixing ammunition.
30th. The caravan moved at 7 o'clock,
A. M. made 16 miles, and encamped
early. Formed our wagons into an ob
long square, and set a horse guard.
31 st. Made ten miles at noon, halted,
and prepared for the approaching
storm; aHer dinner, the rain com
menced, and continued until sun set.

June 1. (Sunday,) a tempest just as
we were ready to set forward, the
mules disengaged from the wagons in
haste, and double reefs taken in the
wagon covers. All hands employed in
detaining the mules, who are disposed
to take leave of nos amigos. At 9
o'clock under way, reached the "Big
Blue," all our spades in requisition to
make the descent into the river practi
cable; the wagons eased down the
bank by 20 men at a trail rope; en
camped in the prairie beyond the river;
met here two bee hunters; one of our
hunters brought in a deer in the red,
and lean of course; one prairie fly dis
covered to-day, alarming;20 my Mexi
can servant furnished with a gun,
proud as Franklin was with his whistle.
This character is to-day mounted on
the verbatim copy of old Rosinante,21
caparisoned in character.

June 2. Set off early, and marched
14 miles, and encamped at the Round
Grove.22

3d. Our route to-day lies over a fine
prairie country, timber at a distance on
our right, and a little on the leH; en
camped at 20 miles distance from last
night's camp, at a point of timber op
posite Bel Mont.2 Found today a
swarm of bees in our path.

4th. Moving smoothly forward, met
an Indian moccasin track; encamped
at a little grove on the leH of the trace.
Made 18 miles.

5th. The road to-day fine and the
country beautiful; nothing wanting but
timber; two irregular hills on our right,
passed over corn hill, encamped on
the right of the trace, one mile from tim
ber. March of the day estimated at 18
miles.

6th. At 5 miles reached Elk Creek,
where we discovered the corpse of a
wagon which had been leH by the pre-
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ceding caravan. 0 Temperance! 0
Ditch Water! Crossed Mari De Signe.
Made 16 miles.

7th. At ten o'clock reached Rock
creek, 8 miles; ate strawberries and
caught fish; crossed two other small
creeks, and, at 6 o'clock, encamped,
aHer completing 18 miles.24

8th. (Sunday.) Passed three or four
rocky fords, and over a thin rocky soil;
rolling ground; took our siesta at an old
Indian camp; picked up a soft-shelled
turtle; saw fresh Indian signs. Made 18
miles.25

9th. At 2 0' clock, A. M., thunder,
lightning, and rain; in motion at ten
o'clock; and at six miles arrested by
high water. This, and the last stream, fell
into the Arkansas river. Ate this morning
bacon and goose eggs, and at noon
turtle soup. Not an alderman pres
ent!!!26

10th. Still waiting for the fall of the
small water courses in our route.

11 tho The small streams are down this
morning, and we are in motion at the
usual hour. Road muddy; reached
Council grove; the creek Ni Osho too
high to ford, Made 8 miles.27

12th. Detained by high water; one
mess breakfasting on ham and eggs,
another dining on alderman soup; met
here a return caravan.

13th. Made a bridge to the water
edge and crossed the wagons in sea
son to encamp before the storm; rain in
the evening, and at midnight a thun
der gust.

14th. Rain continues, which detains
us until the middle of the day. Made
only six miles, and encamped in time to
reef wagon cover before a Noah-like
tempest descended.

15th. Under way at 8 o'clock; made
eight grievous miles, and encamped
early at Diamond spring; a mutinous
disposition repressed by bandit logic. 28

16th. With infinite labor, through
mud, we reach 8 miles, and slept in the
prairie at a spring; no fuel.

17th. In four hours' march made only
8 miles; found weeds and brush suffi
cient to boil coffee. Our route to-day is
over a roundabout (Irish) cut off; en
camped aHer marching 14 miles; not a
tree in view; enough fuel procured to
dress our suppers. These scanty glean
ings consist of sumack brush. While suf
fering with extreme thirst, about the
middle of to-day, one of the party dis
covered a spring, the water of which
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bubbled through white sands, at the
head of a prairie ravine. 29

18th. Made a prairie bridge, and
marched 12 miles, to Cotton Wood
grove.30

19th. After having proceeded '0
miles, halted at a place where there
are "ferruginous appearances;" our
mules found salt here on the surface of
the earth. The antelope is a subject of
speculation this morning, and one of
our hunters has been occupied in de
coying, with a flag, one of these nimble
footed animals. He likewise attempted
this ruse de guerre to draw a wolf within
reach of his rifle: a piece of flesh on the
end of his gun-stick would have been
more effectual. We find buffalo grass
today; and fresh traces of buffalo re
mind us of the approaching marrow
bone feasts that are to change the
monotony of our meals. No fuel; made
18 miles.3

20th. Our route to-day is over a fine
tract of table-land; passed several
branches of Turkey creek, which runs
into the Arkansas; saw one wild horse
and a few antelope; encamped at a
little creek; without fuel; two men lost;
fired a gun, and, late at night. they
reached camp. This day's march ex
tended 20 miles,32

21st. A little before day light. the
mules made and abortive attempt to
raise a stampido; half an hour later an
alarm was created by a shot from one
of the sentinels. and the cry of Indians,
aroused the whole camp. Killed and
wounded, blank; alarmed, none.

22d. At 5 o'clock, A. M., after mov
ing quietly forward three hours and an
half, a team in rear of the caravan took
fright, and, in an instant, more than
twenty were coursing over the prairie
with Olympic speed. Dined at twelve
miles, and dressed our first meal over a
fire made of dry buffalo ordure;
marched six miles further, and en
camped on the branch of Little Arkan
sas.3 An Irish sentinel of the horse
guard. about 10 o'clock, mistook one
of the company for an Indian; he fired,
and then challenged. Several fish
caught this evening.

23d. At six o'clock commenced a
bridge, and completed it at ten. Sev
eral fine fish caught this morning;
crossed, and put the caravan in mo
tion at 2 o'clock. The road lies over a
less fertile country than that which we
have passed; a hot wind from the sand
hills to the south, and on our left. The
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ground here, in many places, covered
with salt; made 12 miles, and en
camped at a 'branch of Cow creek;
timber on its banks..

24th. Dined at a difficult crossing of
another branch of Cow creek, which
we passed after an interesting enter
tainment of a wagon race. It is one of
the foibles of mule teams, that, after
they have travelled four or five hun
dred miles, and when it is supposed
they are about to tire, to take fright
from a profile view of their shadows,
and run like the antelope of these
plains. After marching 13 miles,
reached the main branch of Cow
creek, which is barely fordable.
Bridged the crossing. 34

25th. Finished crossing at 10 o'clock;
a good supply of fish caught last night
and this morning. Reached the Arkan
sas at 4 o'clock. encamped and re
plenished our shot pouches. "Keep
your eyes skinned now," said the old
trapper. Weare now entering upon the
most dangerous section of the trace,
the war ground of the Panis. Osages,
and Kansas. This is likewise a fine buf
falo country, but we have no hump! no
marrow bones! and no tongues, ex
cept our own parts of speech. Our
hunters have brought in an antelope.
We have observed in the prairie, during
the last six days, the sensitive plant, or,
as our Englishman says, "the plant to try
maids with." One of our hunters has
filled the camp with "smiles" and buf
falo meat: the first two buffaloes which
we discovered are slain. Natty Bumpo
himself would have granted an ap
proving grin on such a hunt. 35

26th. Our route to-day lies up the left
[north] bank of the Arkansas river. Saw
a hare, larger than the English animal
of that name. We have bigger thunder
here, too. Passed through several
prairie-dog villages. Our hunters saw
thirty buffalo, and selected two. Made
20 miles. We find the Walnut creek
swimming.36

27th. A fish resembling a shad
caught this morning. Waiting for the
high water to recede.!

28th. Discovered a shallow ford, and
crossed. The prairie on our right and
left, and in front. speckled with buffalo.
Encamped early near the Arkansas.
Our hunters give tongue and hump
meat: this our old trapper calls "strong"
buffalo signs, and the old English-man
was heard to mutter something about
one Sir Loin, whom he had seen once
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or twice in Cumberland. A strong gale
of wind at night fall. Made six miles to
day.

29th. Fine short grass prairie; buffalo
in immense herds on all sides; selected
several fat ones, and encamped, after
a march of 19 miles.

30th. At 8 miles, reached the Pani
fork of the Arkansas, cut down and
bridged the muddy banks, and passed
over in a thundergust.37

July 1st. Half the day spent in drying,
and bringing up arrears of meals. Our
route continued over a beautiful in
clined plane 15 miles. During this day's
march. the caravan bachi shot his own
mule through the head in a buffalo
chase. Stearne's lament over the dead
ass repeated.38

2d. Saw two small herds of wild
horses; hunters killed five buffalo. Our
road lies over a fine buffalo grass plane
until noon, when we enter a rolling prai
rie country. Twenty-one miles to-day.

3d. Our march to-day is through a
plane and rolling prairie, surrounded
with buffalo. A herd of these at
tempted to break through our column
of teams. "It will take a smart skrim
mage and sprinkle of shots," said the
old trapper, "to turn them aside," and
the leader fell at the flash of his rifle.
Marched 20 miles, and encamped
without timber-our supper dressed as
usual, over buffalo fuel.

4th. Continued our march over the
finest natural road in the world, along
the left bank of the Arkansas, 18 miles,
to Anderson's caches. Saw here the
grave of a white man and a broken
swivel; two miles farther reached the
ford of the river. Encamped.39

5th. This day employed in prepara
tion for passing the deep ford.

6th. Doubled teams, and passed the
river. Here we take in water for three
days' march.

7th. At 4 P.M. we entered Jornada.
After passing the sand hills, a few buf
falo were discovered, which is an indi
cation of water, and at 5 and 7 miles,
ponds were discovered: at the last we
encamped for the night.4o

8th. We have found water at 3, 4,
and 12 miles; all apprehensions are at
rest. Wild horses have approached
within four miles of our line of march.
Made 22 miles, and encamped with
out water.

9th. Three miles from camp, on the
trace, we observed water; sixteen
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miles further on several ponds of water
were discovered, which had been indi
cated as we approached by herds of
buffalo and swarms of musquitoes. En
camped, after a march of 19 miles.

loth. Water in abundance along the
trace today. At the pool where we
dined, a buffalo approached within
gunshot. and was slain. This day's
march is estimated at 22 miles.

11th. Our course to-day was parallel
with the Semiron. Crossed Sandy creek,
and, at 14 miles, halted. The Semiron
here presents a fine view of water, and
8 miles further up, at our camp, not a
drop of water appears in the channel.
Our course from the Arkansas to the
Semiron is generally southwest; along
the left bank of the latter, it lies almost
due west. 41

12th. At 12 o'clock reached water.
In the afternoon our course changed
to south-southwest; a- bout sunset a hill
ahead and buffalo in view: both these
indicate water. At 7 o'clock en
camped at a small pond, after com
pleting 22 miles.

13th. At 8 miles reached the Semi
ron, changed our course up the stream
two miles, and dined at a spring which
waters a small piece or parcel of tierra
calicante. In the evening, proceeded
up the stream 8 miles: the earth whit
ened with salt and saltpetre; thunder
and wind; the earth thirsting, but not a
drink obtained from the clouds. This
day's march 18 miles.

14th. Advanced 11 miles up the left
bank of the Semiron, and dined. In the
evening marched 10 miles, crossing
and recrossing the river. Saw two wild
horses. Course southwest in the fore
noon, and south-southwest in the
evening. 21 miles, a stampido at night,
with wind and rain.

15th. At 7 miles, reached the Willows,
a noted land mark, and at the same
time obtained a view of the Sugarloaf
mound; the two middle mounds, and
the table mound, all above and near
the upper Semiron spring. 42 At 12
0'clock, encountered an Indian and
squaw of the Kiawa nation. Several
teams tired; the road good, but the
saltpetre along the river bottom weak
ens our animals. This might be avoided
by keeping out on the plains. 43 Only 17
miles today.

16th. Crossed and filed off from the
Semiron, and at 10 miles reached the
upper Semiron spring, at the base of a
very abrupt rocky hill, on the summit of
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which is a cross standing over the
bones of two white men, who were
slain while asleep by the gallant, high
minded, persecuted, gentlemen Indi
ans. Saw here the first timber in nine
days'march.44

17th. At 7 miles a creek; cedars in
abundance on the neighboring cliffs;
marched 8 miles farther, and en
camped at water, in a drain: 15 miles.

18th. After two hours' march, discov
ered Rabbit Ears,45 two high isolated
mountains which rise above the plain;
since we crossed the Arkansas, the soil
is miserably poor; marched 10 miles
over hilly ground. In the evening, our
road lies up an inclined plane, towards
the Rock mountains; seven miles to our
camp, on the bank of a muddy pool,
around which one hundred and sixty
mules are pressing; a puddle is re
served for ourselves, which is deemed
a luxury, after having drank unto pick
ling the salt waters of the Semiron; our
long eared stoics opened their konks
half an hour before we halted, inviting
this humane measure. The chapter of
untoward events to-day, are, the resig
nation, in disgust, of a guard sergeant,
and a gun-broken head of a driver,
who held a seditious rein of ill-governed
ass colts: at 17 miles we halted, without
timber.

19th. The road this morning over roil
ing ground six miles, to a dry creek;
thence up the bed of the creek to a
rocky basin of water; the videttes
ahead. In the evening discovered
three Kiawa Indians, who were at war
with a buffalo bull; they hid themselves
in clift of a rock; when they came forth,
they uttered all the Spanish they were
masters of, bellowing lustily amigo!
amigo! friend! friend! This day's march
estimated at fifteen miles.

20th. The road to-day hilly until noon;
in the evening over a plane; passed an
excellent spring, and a small creek. La
Madre Loma, (Mother hill,) in our view.
Yesterday morning after we en
camped, a small party of red gentle
men called on us; smoked, ate, drank,
and slept with us; one of them, at the
first setting, drank nine pints of water;
he was probably a secretary of some
cold water conventicle. The chief of
this little band claimed the honor for
them of being Kiawas. Through the me
dium of the Pani language, we learned
that they had been on a gentleman
like horse stealing expedition against
the Chians, in which they were at first
successful, but when they believed
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they had escaped with their booty, the
Chians were down upon them, and re
took the cavalry and a few scalps. They
had walked at double quick step for
the last two or three days; finding them
selves at ease and secure in our camp,
they 'slept fast.' Our march of the day
was 15 miles.46

21 st. This morning, we parted with
our guests, with mutual expressions of
esteem and good will; our old trapper
told them that when he returned their
visit, he would leave his card, meaning
a ball cartridge. The soil to-day is im
proving as we advance. Saw wild
horses, deer, and antelope; en
camped four miles short of the Round
Mound; 15 miles.47

22d. Sent a party of 8 men ahead to
day to make arrangements for pay
ment of duties; the supposed distance
from Toas, the nearest settlement, is
one hundred miles. This evening our
road is fine, and lies over a plane, on all
sides of which, detached mountains
render the scenery extremely pictur
esque; a few wild horses in view; the
buffalo have been banished their usual
range in these plains, by the droughth
of the seasons. Recent rains have af
forded us a supply; and in the deep
rocky branch near where we are to
night encamped, there is really a defi
ciency. Our mules. during the last few
days, have been thriving.

23d. Reached this morning the sum
mit of the ridge which divides the wa
ters of the Semiron and Canadian
branch of the Arkansas. From this point,
we have a view of a spar of the Rocky
mountains; we observe, likewise, Cie
vas las Gallinas, (Chicken Hills,) which
are situated not far from St. Magill. The
atmosphere on this mountain region is
so clear that we can, with the naked
eye, take in incalculable distances; a
hill that may seem within an hour's ride,
proves to be ten leagues from US.

48

24th. A fter four hours' march, we find
ourselves at the Point of Rocks. We
were to-day gratified with a full view of
the Rocky mountains ranging along to
the right. When our Mexican, from a hill
top, caught a distant view of the
mountain, he lept for joy, discharged
his carabine, and exclaimed, "Las luz
de mis ojos, mi casa, mi alma;" light of
my eyes, my house, my love. Such
emotions as these, we call in Spanish,
amordela patria. Marched 17 miles.49

25th. In the morning entertained
with mule races by several teams;
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crossed the Canadian branch of the
Arkansas; encamped after a march of
15 miles.

26th. Still encamped at the ford of
Canadian river; the base of the Rocky
mountains appeared to us not more
than six leagues distant; the mountain
tops are covered with snow. This even
ing when threatened with a famine. or
a mule feast. two black specks ap
peared far off. up the ravine leading to
the mountains: these were buffalo. and
they cost us only two ball cartridges.50

27th. Marched to-day twenty-five
miles. and encamped at the Pilot
Knobs. The only occurrence worthy of
note. is a sample of sharp shooting by
Maj. Nimrod; he attempted to create a
wild mule. and shot him somewhere
about the hips.51

28th. Timber to the right and left, not
far off; the soil sufficiently fertile for
growing small grain. Our mules have
been recently much benefitted by the
gramme grass. the best pasturage be
tween the Atlantic and Pacific ocean.
A heavy shower of rain fell on us as we
were about to renew our afternoon
march; before we halted for the night.
another shower; and. about 9 o'clock,
a rain far hung over the hills on our right;
the moon was up; encamped near a
grove of pines, after completing 20
miles.

29th. A t dawn of day the whole
caravan of merchants and muleteers
resolved themselves into a committee
of tar makers. and long before night
every tar bucket was filled. Ourself here
"bruised a serpent's head;" the snake
measured 5 feet 3 inches in length. and
one of the tar kill operators killed his
brother or cousin. which measured 5
feet 4 inches. inclusive of rattles. This
last had swallowed a prairie dog of
mature age and full grown.52

30th. Resumed our march. and
crossed el Moro and el Sapiote. Timber
in all the streams of this region of coun
try.53

31 sf. Waiting the retum of our ad
vance party. The Mexicans spinning
rope yam out of the foretops of buffalo.

August 1st. The caravan in motion at
the usual time; at one mile from camp.
"a horse loose in cane brake." said the
old trapper; turned around and saw
twenty teams in full career; the mules
had rested one day. and grateful for
the indulgence. volunteered this enter
tainment. About noon saw a party of
horsemen on the trace ahead; they
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were our advance party. with several
Mexicans. Continued our march. and
encamped at Rio las Gal/inas.54

2d. Left the caravan. which was
within a day's march of San Magill. the
first Mexican settlement through which
the wagon road passes. A guide pro
posed to lead the light party which I
had joined. by a direct route, in one
day to Santa Fe; he did so. but over
AIps and Appenines. Before we
reached the summit of the mountain.
in mercy to our mules. we were con
strained to dismount. All marvellous.
and some scientific. travellers write.
"that. on ascending the summit of
cloud-ridden mountains, they feel
great difficulty in respiration. on ac
count of a change in the atmosphere;"
never bearing in mind that their impa
tience to reach the end of the journey,
imposes on their lungs the double duty
of a blacksmith's bellows.55

End of extracts from the diary.
In expressing an opinion that the

caravans are competent to self
defence. I have perhaps adopted the
impression that prevails among men.
with arms in their hands. and impelled
by that fearless spirit which animates
the people of this country.

But the loss of several valuable lives
in this trade has occurred; and this evil
may be extended. if the Black feet Indi
ans and the Chians continue to infest
the route of the traders. These tribes are
numerous, warlike. and extremely hos
tile. Perhaps the War Department may
suggest some mode of military protec
tion to this trade, which will meet with
the approbation of Congress, so as to
prevent a recurrence of the disasters of
1820.56

In the autumn of that year. the larg
est return caravan was repeatedly at
tacked, and two lives lost. A smaller
company. which returned late in the
fall. was defeated. with the loss of one
man. all their horses and mules; and
they were to a precipitate flight in the
night. lighted on their way by the blaze
of their wagons. Toiling under the griev
0us weight of their money packs. feed
ing on the herbage of the prairies. they
marched in this manner more than
three hundred miles to our frontier set
tlements.

The larger company was strong
enough. and so prudent as to escape
defeat. although two of their number
were slain. One of these. with only the
faint f1ickerings of life remaining. was
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borne along. with great care. two days'
march; and when at length the cara
van halted in the wilderness. to perform
for him the last sacred office. the en
emy appeared. A band of the same
nation which had enacted the mis
chief. approached with friendly indica
tions. The grief and indignation which
were mingled. and strongly operating
at the grave of their companion. ren
dered abortive all the conciliatory ef
forts of the commander of the cara
van: not from the pipe of peace. but
from fifty rifles, a volume of smoke
arose. The bloody reprisal was com
plete; and when the traveller subse
quently passed that way, he saw the
wolf of the prairie
"Gorging and growling o'er carcass

and limb;
They were too bUSy to bark at him;
From a Panis' scull they had stripped

the flesh.
As ye peel the fig when the fruit is

fresh;
And their white tusks cranched o'er

the whiter scull
As it slipped through their jaws, when

their edge grew dull,
As they lazily mumbled the bones of

the dead,
When they scarce could rise from the

spot where they fed."
Permit me to conclude this commu

nication, which. perhaps, has been al
ready extended beyond endurance.
with the description of a surgical op
eration that was performed on the
plains beyond the Arkansas. One of the
traders had a dangerous gun-shot
wound in the arm; he was reduced to
the alternative of death or amputa
tion. The last was attempted, with such
instruments as could be found in the
camp. The operation was performed
by one of the hunters of the company,
who had attained some celebrity in
cutting out hump meat. A small cord
twisted around the limb was the tour
quet; the cutis was separated from the
muscles by the application of the
sharpest butcher's knife in camp. The
muscles were divided, and the bone
was cut asunder with a carpenters
saw. It was not deemed necessary to
take up the arteries, and a large
wagon bolt was heated, with which
the stump was seared so effectually as
to prevent hemorrhage.

The whole operation was con
cluded by the application of a dressing
from the nearest tar bucket. Not a
groan nor a sigh was uttered during the
operation. and the patient recov-
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ered.57

This is a lively picture of the shifts to
which human ingenuity is sometimes
driven; and the fortitude evinced by
the sufferer in this case, is a trait of char
aeter belonging to the pioneers of the
perilous commerce.

I am, very respectfully,
Sir, your obedient servant,

ALPHONSO WETMORE.

Hon. Lewis Cass,
Secretary of Wor.

NOTES:
1. This paragraph is an excellent description

of William Becknell's 1821 journey to
Santa Fe which opened the Santa Fe
trade. See "Captain William Becknell's
Journal of Two Expeditions from Boon's
Lick to Santa Fe," Wagon Tracks, 11 (May
19971: 1. 20-24; 'The Diary of Don Pedro
Ignacio Gallego ... ," Wagon Tracks, 7
(Nov 1992): 1. 15-21.

2. The party which suffered for want of wa 
ter was that of Col. Benjamin Cooper in
1822. See Kenneth L. Holmes, 'The Benja 
min Cooper Expeditions to Santa Fe in
1822 and 1823," New Mexico Historical
Review, 37 (April 1963): 139-50; Stephen
Cooper, Sketches from the Life of Maj.
Stephen Cooper (Oakland: Pacific Press
Publishing Company, 1888), 9-10.

3. Wetmore was wong about the first wag 
ons being used in 1823. William Becknell,
in 1822, took three wagons to Santo Fe.
"Captain William Becknell's Journal," 22:
Franklin Missouri Inte/ligencer, November
12. 1822. and February 18, 1823. The In
te/ligencer of Feb 19, 1823, also specu
lated that the 1822 return was $10,000 or
more. In these first paragraphs one can
see that Josiah Gregg relied upon this
essay in witing his Commerce of the
Prairies.

4. Wetmore here refers to the survey author
ized by Congress in early 1825 and led
by George C. Sibley. The entire survey
took place 1825-1827, not in 1824 as
Wetmore stated. Kate L. Gregg, The
Road to Santo Fe (Albuquerque: Univer
sity of New Mexico Press, 1952).

5. The first United States military escort on
the Santa Fe Trail was provided by Major
Bennett Riley and soldiers of the 6th In 
fantry in 1829. See Leo E. Oliva, Soldiers
on the Santa Fe Trail (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1967): Fred S. Perrine,
'Military Escorts on the Santa Fe Trail."
New Mexico Historical Review, 2 (April
1927): 175-193.

6. It appears that more than eight persons
had last their lives in the trade up to 1831.
A quick accounting of some deaths, to
tal of 25, follows:
Missouri Intelligencer (M/), April 10, 1824:
Mr. Cole and his nephew were killed by
Navajos on the Rio del Norte in August,
1822.
Augustus storrs. 'Trade Between Missouri
and Mexico," Senate Document NO.7.
19th Congress, 2nd session [Serial 108),
p. 12: A tvV. Maxwell killed and another
wounded by Comanches near the
mountains in 1822.
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MI, Feb. 18, 1823: A nephewof Col. Coo
per joining an expedition against Indians
was killed.
MI, April 12, 1823: John McKnight was
robbed and killed by Comanches on
the Canadian River.
MI, July 22. 1823: Four men reported
killed by Pawnees on the Arkansas River.
MI. Oct. 28, 1823: tvV. Mars succumbed
to fever.
MI, Jan. 25, 1825: tvV. Wixon murdered by
the Osages on the way in last fall.
MI, April 19, 1825: Three men were killed
in New Mexico, Mr. Nance by Spaniards
and Foot and Hadley by Indians.
MI, May 14, 1825: Capt. Glenn Owen
killed at EI Paso del Norte by Indians.
MI. Sept. 12, 1828: Capt. Daniel Munro
and Robert McNees of Franklin were
killed by Indians.
MI. Oct. 24. 1828: Capt. John Means
killed by Indians.
MI. Nov. 6, 1829: tvV. Samuel C. Lamme
k~led by Indians near the Arkansas.
Bennet Riley Report, Senate Document
No. 90. 22nd Congress, 1st session [Serial
213]. 1829: Four soldiers of R~ey's com
mand sent to escort traders on the Tra~

were killed by Indians during the sum 
mer: George Gordon. Samuel Arrison.
William Nation. and Matthew King.
Josiah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies,
ed. by Max L. Moorhead (Norman: Uni
versity of Oklahoma Press, 1954). 64-65.
1831: Jedidiah Smith and a clerk of the
company killed by Indians.

7. En route to Missouri from New Mexico,
with "horses. mules, asses. and specie." a
party of traders, including James L. Col
lins, EUsha Stanley, Solomon Houck, Ed 
win Ryland, Thomas Talbott. James Field 
ing. and William Wolfskill, were robbed of
about 166 animals on October 12. They
recovered 66 of the animals the next
day. The Fayette Missouri Inte/ligencer of
November 9, 1827. reported that 12 to
15 fellow citizens "lost about 250 or 300
mules, and whatever other property
they had." Louise Barry, The Beginning of
the West (Topeka: Kansas State Histori
cal Society. 1972). 146. In 1828. in addi
tion to Daniel Monroe, Robert McNees.
and John Means being killed, all of the
stock and animals of the second return
ing party from Santa Fe was stolen by In
dians. The party had a difficult lime get 
ting to the settlements for relief.

8. Wetmore was referring to William Beck 
nell's second journey in 1822.

9. Josiah Gregg gave as total statistics for
the Trail in 1831 a merchandise value of
$250,000. with 130 wagons, 320 men.
and 80 proprietors. Gregg. Commerce
of the Prairies, 332.

10. Captain of the caravan.
11. The Rio del Norte is the Rio Grande del

Norte.
12. These cities are in Mexico.
13. See Wetmore's letter to the Missouri Intel

ligencer. June 19, 1829, reprinted in this
issue, pp. 17-18.

14. Debenture: A certificate acknowledg 
ing a debt, especially a bond issued by
a civ~ or governmental agency.

15. Drav.back was an issue throughout the
history of the Tra~ unt~ an act was
passed in 1845. A duty was charged on
all goods imported into the United
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States, even if they were just passing
through to be sold in Mexico. A draw
back act wauld establish a port of entry
at Independence, Missouri, and goods
bound for New Mexico would pass
through there and be noted, and again
noted upon delivery in Mexico. With the
accompanying certificate that the
goods had indeed just passed through
the U.S.. a rebote wauld then be given
on the duty paid for the importation of
the goods. See Terry Ortega. 'The 'Draw
back Act' of 1845," Wagon Tracks. 16
(Nov 2001): 17-25.

16. In 1824 Augustus Storrs had much the
same to say about the natives of New
Mexico: 'The door of hospitality is
opened with a cheerful welcome. and
every effort of friendship and kindness
which might be expected from intimate
acquaintance. is voluntarily proffered
by a stranger. In all ther principal towns,
the arrival of Americans is a source of
pleasure, and the evening is dedicated
to dancing and festivity. . .. Their ac
commodations are generally indiffer
ent. but they deserve much praise for
their kindness, Urbanity, and hospitality.
Few nations practice these virtues to a
greater extent." Storrs. 'Trade between
Missouri and Mexico."

17. The treaty of Amity, Commerce, and
Navigation was ratified and proclaimed
in 1832. Of its 34 articles, only a couple
dealt specifically with the Santa Fe Trail.
Article 32 was titled "Interior Commerce"
and concerned the protection of the
caravans by each government. Article
33 addressed Indian hostirlties by en
couraging the maintenance of "peace
and harmony among the several Indian
nations who inhabit the lands adjacent
to the lines and rivers which form the
boundaries of the two countries." Each
country pledged to restrain by force, "all
hostilities and incursions on the part of
the Indian nations liVing within their re 
spective boundaries" so that neither no 
tion would suffer attacks or host~ities.

18. Colonel Jose Antonio Viscarra served as
governor of New Mexico, 1822-1823,
and served as military commander of
the province off and on up to 1829. That
year he led the first Mexican escort on
the Tran from Santa Fe to the Arkansas
River where he met and handed off the
escort to Major Bennet Riley and his es 
cort of 6th Infantry soldiers. Otis E. Young,
The First Military Escort on the Santa Fe
Trail, 1829 (Glendale: The Arthur H. Clark
Company. 1952). 140-145.

19. Blue Springs was a way-point and a point
of rendezvous for those heading to
Santa Fe from 1823 to 1830. It is located
in present Jackson County. Missouri.

20. The caravan was camped in southwest 
ern Jackson County. MO. Sighting a
prairie fly was bothersome because they
could be a terrible nuisance to the ani 
mals. Missionaries traveling the military
road between Fort Gibson and Fort
Leavenwarth described an attack by
prairie flies: "Meanwhile our horses be 
came furious from the attack of swarms
of flies, broke from us, and started upon
a full lope over the boundless prairie,
they knew or cared not wither." The
horses took refuge in timber near a
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stream before they were captured. The
description continues: 'Those who have
never traveled in our large western, and
especially south-western praries, in fly
lime, would form filtle conception of the
severity of these bloodsuckers. They rise
from the grass as the anmal passes, fas
ten themselves upon him in immense
numbers, and draw blood from every
pore. It is said, and I doubt not its truth,
that they will kill a horse if not refieved. As
Might be expected, a horse becomes
furious and ungovernable; it is extremely
diffICult even to extricate him from the
harness." Rev. WHiiam H. Goade, Out
posts of Zion (Cincinnati: Poe and Hitch
cock. 1864), 90-91.

21. Rosnante was Don Quixote's steed, a
pathetic broken down nag.

22. Round Grove, Elm Grove, and Lone Elm
are all in southern Johnson County, KS.

23. The distance traveled would place their
camp in the vicinity of Baldwin City,
about 7 miles south of the Blue Mound.

24. Wetmore's mileage is difficult to follow,
but it 'NOuld seem most correct that they
were at the Rock Creek, just a couple
miles east of present Overbrook, KS.
Rock Creek flows north into the Waka
rusa River. This is probably Mule Creek as
noted by Joseph C. Brown of the Sibley
survey. He said. "Mule Creek small, runs
north'd and has no timber near the road.
Down the creek at about 1mile is a little
timber and southward at about 2 or 3
miles distance is some timber on the wa 
ters of the Marias de Cygne which is the
principal fork of the Osage river." Joseph
C. Brown, "Repart of a Committee Ap
pointed to Prepare a Correct map of
the old Santa Fe Trail across the State of
Kansas," Eighteenth Biennial Report of
the Boord of Directors of the Kansas
State Historical Society for the Biennial
Period July 1, 1910, to June 30, 1912
(Topeka: State Printing Office, 1913),
117.

25. Another 18 miles 'NOuld put them on
Switzler Creek in the vicinity of present
Burlingame.

26. Wetmore's statement and mileage
would place them on Rock Creek.
about seven miles east of Council
Grove. Both Rock and Bluff creeks to the
east. flow into the Neosho River, which
indeed is a tributary of the Arkansas
River. The connection between "alder
men" and turtles, noted more than once
by Wetmore, apparently comes from a
popular comic song, "Dancing Quad
rilles." which was popular in the early
19th century. In the song the piano mu
sic is played by Aunt Dinah. and there
are several pars of dancers noted. In
the second verse. for example:
"Mister Longshank will dance with Miss
Roundabout.
"little Miss Frizzle with tall Mr Post; ."
The thrd verse contains these relevant
'NOrds (boldface itarlCs added):
"Major Toledo shall dance with Miss
Sprigginsby, -
"Blow me! she'll scarcely reach up to my
knees;
"Tabitha Turtle with Alderman Hlgglnsby;
"NowAunt Dinah strike up if you please."
See <http://our'NOrld.compuserve.com
/homepages/chrisbrady/dquads.htm>.
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27. In 1825 the commissioners of the Sibley
Survey met with the Great and little Os·
age Indians and concluded a treaty
which aHowed for the passage of the
Santa Fe trade through Osage lands.
That location became known thereafter
as Council Grove, In the early 1830s it
became the rendezvous for caravans
heading to Santa Fe and points south.

28. Diamond Spring is near the headquar 
ters of the Diamond Spring Ranch south 
west of Council Grove. This spring was a
campsite favored by Trail travelers be
cause of the high-quafity water. It was
known during the Trail era as the "Dia .
mond of the Plains." A stage station and
small settlement grew up here prior to
the Civil War, but these were destroyed
in a raid by Missouri bushwhackers, led
by Dick Yeager, in 1863. The station was
never rebuilt. but Diamond Spring can·
tinued to be a valuable water source
and popular campsite as long as the
Trail was active in this vicinity. Diamond
Spring was noted by the Sibley Survey,
August 11, 1825, discovered by "Old Ben
Jones" a hunter with the party. On the
10th and 11th of June 1827, Sibley and
the re-survey party camped there and
Big John Walker carved on an elm tree
"Diamond of the Plain." Brown also
called it "Diamond of the Plains, a re 
markably fine large fountain spring, near
which is good camping ground." Brown,
"Report of a Committee:' 118.

29. This was probably Lost Spring. west of the
present village of the same name. Lost
Spring was a valuable source of water
for Trail travelers and was also used for a
trading ranch, stage station. and camp
ground. The spring still flows today, and
wagon ruts are visible near the crossing
of the small creek on the south side of
the paved road.

30. The Cottonwood Creek crossing is about
one mile west of the town of Durham, KS.
This site was a major campsite on the
Trail. It was widely known as a difficult
crossing because of the steep banks
and occasional high water. There were
several instances when wagon trains
were caught here by blizzards and suf
fered losses of both fivestock and hu
man lives. This was also the site of a
stage station and trading ranch about
1856. and this site became the frst post
office in Marion County. A. A. and Ira
Moore bought the property in 1859 and
operated it until the railroad came to
the area in 1870-1871. Today nothing reo
mains of the crossing or the ranch but a
few wagon ruts may still be seen north 
east of Cottonwood Creek, and there is
an outstanding segment of eroded ruts
southwest of this stream.

31. Ten miles from Cottonwood Grove or the
Cotton'NOod Crossing would place
them just east of present Canton. Eight
een miles would place them just shy of
Turkey Creek.

32. They were in the vicinity south of present
McPherson. KS.

33. The Trail crossed the little Arkansas
about midway between present
McPherson and Lyons.

34. Cow Creek crossing is west of Lyons.
35. The sensitive plant is the Mimosa Pudica

L, according to Janet Bare, Wildflowers
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and Weeds of Kansas (Lawrence: Re·
gents Press of Kansas, 1979), 156. Its
leaves curl when tOUChed. Natty Bump
po is the hero of James Fenimore Coo 
per's Leatherstocking Tales (1823-1841)
and a superior frontiersman. The most fa 
mous work of the series is The Last of the
Mohicans.

36. The Walnut Creek crossing was about
t'NO miles east of present Great Bend, KS,
and south of US Highway 56. The crossing
included a trading ranch, tal: bridge,
and military post (Fort Zarah). When the
creek flooded, wagon trains would
camp on its banks for days waiting to
cross. It was one of the first streams in the
region to have a ton bridge.

37. There were three crossings of Pawnee
Fork. One, the wet route or river road
crossing. was on the south edge of the
present town of Larned, KS; the second,
the dry route crossing. was on the west
edge of the present Larned State Hospi
tal grounds; and the third apparently es 
tablished as a stage fine crossing, was
approximately one-half-mile east of the
present site of Fort Larned National His 
toric Site.

38. Laurence Sterne (1713-1768), English
novefist and clergyman, was author of
The Life andOpinions of Tristram Shandy.
Gentleman (1760-1767), one of the most
widely read novels of its day. This whimsi 
cal work proceeds by association of
ideas and conversation rather than by
plot structure. A Sentimental journey
(1768) recounts travels in France and It·
aly. New American Desk Encyclopedia,
1185.

39. The Caches, located west of present
Dodge City, was an oft-noted landmark
on the Trail. These famous pits were dug
out in 1822 (-1823). The broken swivel re 
ferred to a small cannon on a swivel that
could be mounted easily in case of dan 
ger.

40. The Jornada was a typically waterless
stretch of trail between the Arkansas
River and the Cimarron River. Depend
ing on where the crossing of the Arkan 
sas was made, the distance without wa 
ter could be up to 80 miles. The caravan
started at four in the afternoan in order
to march at night when it was cooler.

41. The party was generally south of present
Ulysses, KS. Sandy Creek or Sand Creek is
the North Fork of the Cimarron River.

42. The Willows were in or along the Cimar .
ron River about 11 miles east and 11
miles north of present Boise City. OK. The
Sugarloaf Mound is today known as Wolf
Mountain. It and the Upper Cimarron
Spring are both about nine miles north of
Boise City.

43. This statement is one of the few justifica 
tions for the Trail being routed in different
places.

44. One month after Wetmore passed this
site, in August 1828. Daniel Munro and
Robert McNees of Frankfin, Missouri.
were killed at Corrumpa or McNees
Creek. They had gone ahead of the
Missouri-bound caravan to find a camp 
ing place. When they reached the
creek they turned out ther mules and
"the Indians came and kild them boath."
Munro was still afive when the main
caravan came up. and McNees was
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buried there and the train moved on. By
the time they reached Upper Cimarron
Spring. Munro had died and he was bur 
ied there. Only one grave, instead of
two as Wefmore stated. was marked by
the cross. Harry C. Myers, "Death on the
Trail, 1828, McNees Identified." Wagon
Tracks, 9 (August 1995): 1-2.

45. The Rabbit Ears are north and east of
present Clayton. NM.

46. Wetmore's "Mother Hilr' is now known as
Sierra Grande, an 8700-foot-high shield
volcano just south of Capulin and Des
Moines. NM. They met some Kiovvo (Kia 
wa) Indians and were abie to communi 
cate with them in the Pawnee (Pani)
language and learned they were steal
ing horses from the Cheyenne (Chian)
Indians.

47. The stated mileage from the Willows is in 
correct and if used would place the
party to the west of Round Mound (also
known today as Mt. Clayton), a well
known landmark about five miles south
of Grenville. NM.

48. The dividing ridge between the Cimar 
ron and Canadian drainages is in the
approximate location of Sofia. NM. The
"Chicken Hills" are the Turkey Mountains
west of and between Wagon Mound
and Watrous. NM.

49. Point of Rocks is the noted New Mexico
landmark located about 25 miles east of
Springer, NM. The Sangre de Cristo
Mountains, the southern extension of the
Rocky Mountains, are plainly visible from
there.

50. They were at the Rock Crossing of the
Canadian River. about seven miles east
of Springer and two miles south of Taylor
Springs where U.S. Route 56 crosses the
Canadian. Buffalo usually were not
found this far west except as stragglers.
The party was lucky to find these.

51. The "Pilot Knobs" are the mesas west of
Wagon Mound. Perhaps Wetmore was
calling the Wagon Mound one of the Pi 
lot Knobs. Nimrod was a descendant of
Ham and a great hunter mentioned in
Genesis in the Bible.

52. They were just to the east of the Turkey
Mountains. Blue Grama. Black Grama.
and Buffalo grass dominate the rich pas
tures in this area. Pine Tarvvos commonly
used to lubricate the axles on which the
hubs of the vvogon wheels turned.

53. The Mora and Sapello rivers join at pres 
ent Watrous. NM.

54. Their camp on the Gallinas River vvos the
future site of las Vegas, NM. A perma
nent settlement began there about
1835.

55. San Miguel was bypassed by taking a
trail over the Sangre de Cristo Mountains
to Las Colonias. Pecos, and then on the
trail into Santa Fe. Wetmore's difficUlty in
breathing vvos indeed because of the
elevation. He crossed over peaks close
to 10.000 feet in elevation.

56. Wetmore was referring to 1828 rather
than 1820. In that year Daniel Munro and
Robert McNees were killed at what
would be known as McNees Creek in
northeastern New Mexico. Wagonmas
ter John Means was killed later that year.

57. Andrew Broadus wounded himself in a
gun accident that required the amputa -
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tion of his arm. Kit Carson vvos with this
1826 caravan and witnessed the ampu 
tation.

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS-

THE NEW MEXICAN TRADE. 1829
ALPHONSO WETMORE LETTER

Harry C. Myers sent the following
letter from Alphonso Wetmore to
Senator Thomas Hart Benton, May
26, 1829, as another Wetmore docu
ment for WT and as a supplement to
Wetmore's report reprinted in this
issue. The original was published in
the Missouri Intelligencer, June 19,
1829, and is reprinted here in full.

It should be noted that Wetmore's
prediction that oxen would become
important in the trade was soon
fulfilled, for Major Bennet Riley's
military escort with the 1829 cara
van, heading out on the Trail at the
time Wetmore wrote his letter, intro
duced oxen to the Trail. Charles
Bent used some of those oxen to pull
a wagon to Santa Fe that summer,
demonstrating their efficacy, and
soon thereafter oxen were the draft
animal of choice for many freighters,
for the reasons Wetmore explained.
New Mexican Trade.

We lay before our readers the
following interesting letter from
Captain Wetmore. to Col. Benton. on
the subject of our trade with New
Mexico. Capt. W. having visited that
country during the whole of last year.
and travelled extensively through it, his
opinions are entitled to great weight.
We publish the letter entire, though we
presume the concluding para- graphs
were intended exclusively for the
meridian of Washington:

Franklin. Mo. May 26. 1829.
Sir-In a tour I made last year. from

the frontier of Missouri. through the
province of New-Mexico. & thence
down Rio del Norte, to the Gulf of Mex
ico. some information was obtained in
relation to our commerce with the inte
rior of Mexico, highly interesting to the
people of this state. The trade, though
productive of general benefit to Mis
souri, in the occupation it has given to
individuals and the employment of
teams, and in the production of a
sound circulating medium. not only
here, but in other western states. has
not tended to enrich greatly any of
those enterprising men who have en
countered the hazards of this com-
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merce. At present, they are compelled
to encounter an unequal competition
with English and French merchants, by
paying on their merchandise the duties
collected in our ports. and that
charged in the Mexican Custom
Houses. If Congress will by enactment.
allow the advantage of debenture on
original packages of foreign merchan
dize transported through the United
States to NeW-Mexico, our traders can
compete. forever. with the merchants
who introduce goods by the ports on
the gulf of Mexico, the northern half of
the states Chihuahua and Senora. in
cluding the cities of Chihuahua and
Arispe. This trade may amount to about
two millions per annum. Although the
extent of land carriage by the Missouri
route is greater, the expense of trans
portation is less. This fact I know by ac
tual experiment in both routes. The city
of Chihuahua is one thousand miles
from the nearest port. Los Brazos Santi
ago, by the coach road.

In the whole distance forage is ex
treme�y scarce and very high. and will
remain so. not only in default of agriCUl
turalists. but for want of arable land
likewise. Ihave travelled on this road six
days consecutively without seeing a
blade of grass. Brackish water for my
mules I was forced to purchase fre
quently. By the Missouri route. there is
an abundance of grass and water. the
Buffalo and Grama* [*Grama is the
panic grass; panicum dacty-Ion]
grasses that grow on the Santa Fe
trace are equal to hay and oats. and
will fatten mules that labor unremit
tingly. The mule teams will be changed
for oxen, which will greatly reduce the
expense of transportation. I have wit
nessed experiments made in New
Mexico with ox teams rudely yoked,
and attached to carretes; vehicles of
the most primitive workmanship. It was
perfectly satisfactory; and these ox
teams held out through a journada. (a
day's journey.) or stage between two
watering places. of forty miles, without
water, in the hottest weather. with ap
parent convenience.

It is known that oxen are employed
for the transportation of salt from Pere
cop, in the Crimea. to Petersburg and
Moscow, over a similar tract of country,
and a greater distance; and they
sometimes return. with merchandize.
the whole route. If German. French
and English goods are exported by this
interior route. with drawback and un
bleached domestic. and calicoes,
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THE OLD SANTA FE TRAIL, PART I
by Matt Thomson

Reprinted from Early History of Wabaunsee County, Kan (1901)

which are in great demand in the mar
ket. If the supply for the same market is
introduced by the Mexican ports. British
cottons and calicoes of this description
will be preferred; thus it will promote
the interests of our manufactories, by
granting this privilege, which is so rea
sonable in itself. It will only be necessary
to fix some mode of insuring the expor
tation which is promised-and this may
be done by bonds, as is usual in the
porfs, and returning the certificate of
the American Consul at Santa Fe, that
the packages are there delivered in
their original form.

The merchants of this place are de
sirous that this subject may engage
your attention, and at an early stage of
the next session of congress. The
prompt and efficient manner in which
you have always advocated the inter
ests of your state, induce them to trou
ble you with this claim upon the consid
eration of the national legislature. The
trade between the United States and
Mexico may be at this time with great
convenience, improved inasmuch as
the people of that republic are partial
to us, and particularly so to the present
executive of the United States. In the
city of Monterey, I received the first in
te��igence from home that had
reached me for eight months; and this
was, the election of General Jackson.
This communicated by the administra
dor (collector of the custom,) who
added the following remark:

"The Mexicans rejoice at this, for
they remember the General declined
the mission to Mexico during the reign
of Iturbide, because he would not
sanction the usurpation of the tyrant,
by his presence at Court-he is friendly
to our freedom."

I have no direct interest in the trade
which the proposed measure would
improve; but it will afford me pleasure
to communicate any information of
which I am possessed, that relates to
the subject.

I am respectfully, your ob't serv't.
ALPHONSO WETMORE.

Hon. T. H. Benton.

REMEMBER THE SFTA IN
YOUR WILL AND BE

COME A MEMBER OF THE

JOSIAH GREGG SOCIETY
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[SFTA member Michael Stubbs,
Santa Barbara, CA, suggested re
printing this chapter about the Trail
from Early History of Wabaunsee
County, Kan (Alma: Alma Signal
Enterprise, 1901), 205-220. Matt
Thomson lived for a time at a stage
station on the Trail, operated by his
father, and he also worked on the
Trail. He heard many stories from
other travelers, and his recollections
add to the wealth of Trail stories.
Some readers may recall, too, that
Thomson fabricated the story of the
murder of 28 Mexican teamsters on
the Trail (see Wagon Tracks, Feb &
Nov 1990, Aug 1991, & Aug 1992).
That tale may cause some to question
the following narrative, but this ap
pears to be the truth as he knew it.
Thanks to Stubbs for providing a
copy ofthe following chapter from the
1901 publication. The book was re
printed in 1976. Footnotes from the
original appear in brackets. The final
part will appear in the next issue.]

AT the old mail station at Elm
creek, just over the line in Brecken
ridge (now Lyon Co.) we first became
initiated into the mysteries of plain
scraft.

It was here that was born the de
sire to know more of the boundless
West-to see with our own eyes the
land of the Aztec.

Through the influence of an uncle,
Mr. Ben. Thomson, of Independence,
Mo., my father was appointed agent
of the Overland Mail Company (car
rying the U. S. mail from Independ
ence, Mo. to Santa Fe, New Mexico).

My father entered upon his duties
March 1, 1859, and for three years
we lived at the old station, building
the frame house seen in the illustra
tion in 1859. The old log buildings
were constructed several years bef
ore by former agents of the mail com
pany.

In the Southeast corner of Rich
ardson county (now Wabaunsee) the
military road from Fort Leaven
worth formed a junction with the
greatest and most extensively trav
eled thoroughfare on the American
continent.

For three quarters of a century

Wagon Tracks

the people of more than a hundred
flourishing towns in the valley of the
Rio Grande and old Mexico had re
ceived their supplies in wagons
drawn by mules and oxen over the
historic Santa Fe trail.

From small ventures the traffic
increased until goods to the value of
two millions of dollars were annually
purchased from the merchants of
Kansas City, Independence, Lexing
ton and Boonville (Old Franklin).

This meant the employment of an
army of men and the purchase of
thousands of oxen and mules, with
hundreds of wagons to meet the con
stantly increasing demands of the
trade between the people of the
States and those of New Mexico.

Having crossed the plains half a
score of times during the sixties and
having been a quasi resident of the
territories for nearly three years
during that period our knowledge of
the then existing conditions is based
upon actual experience among the
participants in the stirring scenes of
a most eventful period in our coun
try's history.

Our stay at the old mail station we
regard as the most pleasurable of our
existence. For three years we un
thoughtedly reveled in an atmos
phere of romantic incident. With
boyish eagerness we listened to tales
of frontier life-to the stories told by
plainsmen, army officers, soldiers in
the ranks, and employes of the mail
company-each and everyone of
whom had courted danger from
every standpoint.

While among the relators there
were some poltroons there were
many heroes-heroes without dream
ing of it. There was no braggadocio in
manner or speech. The greatest diffi
culty lay in eliciting facts from un
willing tongues; only the mock hero
is prone to lavish and extravagant
recitals of tales of personal prowess
that have an existence only in the re
lator's vivid imagery.

But few other than those who
know the facts can realize the im
mense volume of trade that passed
over the trail through Wabaunsee
county to Santa Fe prior to the ad-
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vent of the iron horse.
For days the rumble of the heavily

laden wagons, the cracking of whips,
and the noise incident to a constant
passing of trains made a din inde
scribable and almost incessant. Dur
ing the summer season hundreds of
wagons passed daily on their way to
Santa Fe. During the Pike's Peak ex
citement in '59 as many as 300 vehi
cles of all descriptions would go into
camp near the old mail station at the
Elm creek crossing. In this motley
crowd would be from 500 to 1,000
men-but few women-of a dozen na
tionalities. Usually Americans pre
dominated but our Mexican neigh
bors came in for a close second.

Fully one-half of the overland
traffic was carried on by Mexican
freighters-in wagons drawn by
mules or oxen-about equally divided.

Around the nightly campfires
could be heard songs of mirth, tales
ofadventure, and recitals that would
almost congeal the blood in one's
veins. Possibly exaggeration was
purposely engrafted for the
edification-or discomfiture-of the
tenderfoot.

That in the youthful listener the
desire was enkindled to know more
of the great plains, the historic
ground and the quaint people beyond
was but natural. As with the New
England boy the stories of people be
yond the seas begot a longing to cross
the ocean so with the youth living on
the margin of the Great American
Desert-whether on the prairies of
Kansas or the borders of Missouri
there was early instilled in his veins
an unquenchable longing to cross the
plains.

He would view with his own eyes
the halls of the Montezumas. The
weird and gruesome tales of the
deadly trail across the "Jornada"*
[*This refers to the dry route be
tween the Cimarron crossing of the
Arkansas and the Cimarron (Lost)
river. The distance trains were com
pelled to travel without water varied
from 50 to 90 miles and during a dry
time there was no water for man or
beast, except that carried in kegs
from the tepid waters of the Arkan
sas or the brackish liquid oozing
through the sands of the Cimarron.
Sometimes whole trains would per
ish and the bones lay bleaching on
the Plains. For this reason this part
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of the trail was called "Jornada del
Muerto"-"The journey of the Dead."]
incited no fears in the boy who would
brave every danger to do as many
boys had done before him.

He would see the "Big Timbers,"
but in the scattering cottonwoods of
the Upper Arkansas there was
naught but disappointment. "Old
Fort Atkinson" dwindled into insig
nificance as the few rods of dilapi
dated stone and adobe walls loomed
into view. "Raton Pass," "Apache
Hill" and the "Turkey Mountains" di
vested of the romance clinging to
their names become commonplace,
and even Historic Santa Fe, Old
Baldy Mountain and the turbulent
Rio Grande are not worth the candle
as compared with the pleasant
memories clustered about the home
fireside and the old log cabin of the
early pioneers.

But lack of water wasn't the only
unpleasant feature of a journey over
the old trail. The Indians were a con
stant source of anxiety if not of vexa
tion and trouble. Wagon-masters in
charge of trains, no matter how large
the outfit were given opportunities
to disgorge. It was a case of put up or
lose a "whoa-haw." The custom was
to put up a sufficient amount of ba
con, flour, sugar and coffee for a
feast-the amount depending on the
hostile attitude of the begging Indi
ans, their numbers, or estimated
ability to enforce their demands.

The leader of every band of Indi
ans, large or small, went armed with
his begging-paper. It was just as es
sential as any other part of a war
rior's equipment-not so war-like, but
equally effective in replenishing the
empty larder as the rifle and lance
or bow and arrow. But all this i~
changed-by that modern cizil
izer[civilizer], the railroad. The mod
ern school-house with its patent
seats stands where stood the Indian
Tepee. Forty years ago (1862) the
writer in search of Indian curios
wandered down the banks of the
Pawnee (near Larned) and found
more than he was looking for. He
found himself ushered into the pres
ence of Satank;* [*His begging paper
gave us the first intimation as to his
name.] was asked to dine, and-well,
he didn't refuse. But as Mr. Satank
will hardly see these lines and no
apology be demanded, we will take
the liberty of saying that the coffee
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was too strong, the plum stew too
sour, and the buffalo soup was alto
gether too fresh. The horn spoons
and mussel shell ladles were inter
esting as curiosities but "by the great
horn spoon" our appetite did not
crave soup without salt conveyed to
the mouth in a mussel shell. But we
never grumbled at the fare. Just two
years before Satank had settled his
score with Peacock at the mouth of
the Walnut. Possibly our knowledge
of this fact caused us to partake of
th~ fare set before us with a seeming
relish. As we were about starting on
our return trip to camp we were
somewhat startled by a blast from
Satank's bugle (any person passing
over the Santa Fe trail from '60 to '65
will remember Satank and his bu
gle). The blast brought into his pres
ence a young Indian mounted on a
beautiful pony and leading Satank's
war-horse. The old chief was going to
our camp but he had no idea of walk
in~, nor ofpermitting ourself to enjoy
this much preferred privilege. We
rode-at Satank's invitation. It may
be that or ready acquiescence in com
plying with the old chiefs every re
quest was due to some hypnotic in
fluence, for which we were then un
able to account. But at this, the elev
enth hour, we mingle our thanks
with congratulations. The thanks
are for Satank and the congratula
tions for ourself-that we are here to
chronicle this long deferred account
of our first banquet with the wiliest
of Kiowas in his tepee on the banks of
the Arkansas.

During the summer of 1867 the
combined tribes of the plains dis
puted the passing of all trains over
the Santa Fe trail. If there were ex
ceptions the fact was due to advan
tages in the matter of force or organi
zation not in favor of the Indians.
They were peaceable or otherwise as
the probability of losing their scalps
seemed apparent. But with the ad
vent of the railroad came the convic
tion to the Indian that it was time to
be good. The mysterious power of the
"talking wire" and the facility with
which troops could be transported
from one point to another caused Mr.
Lo to put on his thinking cap. This
thing of swooping down on a train
and cutting out a few of the hindmost
wagons was ended. The iron horse
c~uld not be stampeded, nor could
hIS locomotion be stopped by the old
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process of cutting the ham-strings.
Corraling a train and cutting off the
water supply; shooting and scalping
the teamsters while guarding the
herds of cattle or mules; picking
them off while hastily constructing
breastworks behind which to conceal
their bodies-are among the things of
the past, and are less to be attributed
to a change ofheart on the part of the
Indian than to the civilizing influ
ences exerted by the iron horse.

This article on the Old Trail would
be incomplete without some refer
ence to the overland mail-carried in
the sixties in a Concord coach drawn
by six mules with an outrider*
[*Boyish pleasure never assumed
the superlative form in a more emi
nent degree than in our own case
while playing the role of outrider on
the overland mail. If we could man
age to meet the mail at Wilmington
and be "whipper-up" to the old sta
tion and thence to 142 creek (of
course we wanted to go there after
the mail) we would feel as though we
had met with an unusual piece of
good luck. Our predilection for this
employment is probably responsible
for our failure to take a course at col
lege. Being proffered a scholarship
(at Lebanon college, Tenn.) my
brother Davis remarked that a place
on the mail line would be more to my
liking. My father's displeasure in the
matter was shown by his never refer
ring to the matter again. But we are
not complaining.]-as a promoter of
speed. With each coach were three
men and occasionally one or more ex
tra coaches were required. The
schedule time from Independence to
Santa Fe was twenty days until
1860, when it was reduced to fifteen
days. Until 1859 Lost Springs was
the last station and outfitting point.
Beyond this only "long-route mules"
being detailed for service on short
drives on the east and west ends of
the line. Here, time was made, as
much as 150 miles being covered in
the first 24 hours. Conductors and
drivers were heavily armed as a pro
tection to the mail and the large
sums of money sent in the care of the
company. Though seldom attacked
the crews were frequently held up by
the Indians with begging papers.
This meant generous treatment or
imminent risk of the consequences,
that were, as a rule, averted. The
killing of the Smith brothers referred
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to in "Bill Cole's Last Drive" was an
exception-one that had little effect in
curtailing the number of applica
tions for employment at the office of
the Overland Mail Company.

As early as 1831 [1821], the town
of Franklin, 150 miles west of St.
Louis, was an outfitting point for the
Santa Fe traders.

Wagons, drawn by oxen, were first
used in 1829, by Major Riley, who,
with three companies of infantry and
one of riflemen, escorted the caravan
as far as Choteau Island on the Ar
kansas. The train being attacked by
Indians the escort continued with
the caravan as far as Sand creek.
The use of oxen by Major Riley was a
surprise to plainsmen. The oxen
stood the trip as well, if not better,
than mules and after that time about
half the freighters used oxen.

As early as 1831 Council Grove
was used as an outfitting point by fur
traders and emigrants to Oregon,
though up to that time there was not
a house west of Independence. The
name-Council Grove-had its origin
in the fact that in 1825 Messrs
Reeves, Sibley and Mathers, com
missioners appointed to establish
and mark a road from Independence
to Santa Fe, made a treaty with the
Osages to gain their consent to the
establishment of the road. The coun
cil was held in the Grove at the cross
ing of the Neosho. The caravans or
ganized here by electing a captain,
detailing guards, etc., for the protec
tion of the caravan while passing
through the hostile tribes of the
plains, and the more dangerous
hordes of robbers that preyed on un
suspecting outfits at will.

In 1843, large escorts, under Capt.
Philip St. George Cook[e] accompa
nied the caravans as far as the Ar
kansas river.

An item from "Annals ofthe Great
Western Plains" is deserving of a
place here. "In 1857, 9,884 wag?ns
left Kansas City for New MeXiCO.
Now, if these wagons were all in one
train, they would make a caravan
223 miles long, with 98,840 mules
and oxen, and freighting an amount
of merchandise equal to 59,304,000
lbs."

As fully as many wagons were out
fitted at Leavenworth, Independ
ence and other points the above fig
ures represent not more than half
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the traffic passing over the old trail.
Among the items of traffic re

ceived at Kansas City that year was
one of 50,000 buffalo robes.

Another item in the "Annals"
says: "As early as 1840 it was not un
common, on the arrival of Mackinaw
boats, to see as many as 300 or 400
men on the levee (at Kansas City) at
one time, and all of them buying
more or less from the traders."

Among other items of trade were
rings that cost ten cents in St. Louis
and sold to the Indians for five or six
dollars. In view of these prices there
need be no cause for wonder at the
fa bulous fortunes piled up by the As
tors.

Among the landmarks of the Old
Trail not yet obliterated is an old log
house on Bluff creek, twelve miles
east of Council Grove-made memora
ble as the home of the noted guerilla,
Bill Anderson. In 1862, Bill was a
harmless youth, to all appearances
at least. He was a regular attendant
at the neighborhood debates* [*At
one of these debates (so deeply im
pressed on memory's tablet, as never
to be effaced), in which Bill took part
in January, 1862, held at Charley
Withington's, at the crossing of 142
creek, the writer had the honor of
acting as secretary. As we remember
it a handsome Miss "Muller"-and as
worthy and accomplished as
handsome-presided as one of the
judges. If the "Judge" failed, through
fickleness, or from dilatory uncer
tainty, to make hay while the sun
shone so brightly it is safe to say that
as he looks regretfully down the long
vista of years his eyes are never so
bedimmed that he is unable to see
the application of Wittier's truthful
lines: "It might have been." As to Bill
Anderson (in his boyhood days he
was known by no other name than
Bill): Mild in manner and timid in
speech, as one might have observed
him that evening, Bill was a study.
Tall and straight as an Indian, with
his light blue eyes and jet black hair
long and flowing, one can hardly re
alize that within one short year, with
bridle reins in his teeth and a re
volver in either hand. Bill Anderson
could be transformed into a living ex
emplification of Sherman's truism
that "war is hell."] and spelling
schools, taking a part, with other
young men, in the vicinity of his. old
home. Bill's first trip, and we belIeve
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his last, across the plains, was with
Parker's mule train, just before the
civil war. On this trip Bill became an
expert at pistol practice, affected
broad-brimmed hats and in a few
months cast his lot with Quantrill;
was at the sacking of Lawrence and
on the night of July 3, 1862, burned
Baker's stone house at the Santa Fe
crossing of Rock creek, shooting
Baker as he attempted to escape
through the cellar window. Bill cele
brated the 4th the following morning
by shooting 36 holes through the
front door of the old stage station at
Elm creek-then occupied by Henry
Jacobi. The bed in which two chil
dren slept was filled with lead but
the little ones were unharmed.

Santa Fe was the Mecca of boys
living on the border in the sixties de
sirous of graduating in plainscraft.
This city has the honor of being the
oldest town but one in the United
States. At the time my father was
agent for the Mail company Santa Fe
was the western terminus of the line.
It is the capital of New Mexico now
as it was then. It boasts of some fine
buildings but a large majority of the
residences are built of adobe. Many
wealthy families are located here,
ha\'ing grown rich in the mining,
ranching or mercantile business
being the proprietors of many of the
trains that in the early days hauled
all their merchandise from points on
the Missouri river on the great thor
oughfare passing through Wabaun
see county.

While many of the families resid
ing here were fabulously rich the
worldly possessions of the great ma
jority is a matter of but little concern
to the tax collector and but little
more perhaps to the average Mexi
can, provided he is of the "Greaser"
class and the average Mexican is al
ways a "Greaser."

Give the Greaser a serapa (Mexi
can blanket), a burro (donkey) and a
few rich relations on his visiting list
and he is independent. Add to these
possessions a horse, saddle, a huge
pair of spurs, and a broad-brimmed
hat, and he is monarch, in a literal
sense, of all he surveys; and, in many
instances, of all he can lay his hands
on.

The Greaser's dream of happiness
is to marry some rich man's daugh
ter that he may live at his ease-and,
at the expense of his wife's relations.
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Failing in this he is content to be
come an outlaw, and firm in the be
lief that the world owes him a living
he starts out to look it up. As to
whether it is to be found at the gam
bling table, or at the end of a lasso, it
is immaterial to him.

But these remarks refer only to
the reckless class whom the fates or
dained should be born in New Mex
ico. Rowdies with the self-same char
acteristics are not peculiar to that
latitude, to the climate, or to the peo
ple.

Though Santa Fe was the termi
nal point of the mall line from Inde
pendence the trail over which the
thousands of tons of freight were
hauled extended far down the Rio
Grande and beyond into old Mexico.

On the lower Rio Grande is an
other l1Jornada del Muerto"-an arid
waste of sand and cactus, inter
spersed with sage-brush and some
dwarfed mesquite. There are no
trees and yet the arid plain is not
destitute of fuel. A species of cactus
fifteen feet in height and thick as a
man's body is found here. This and
the sage-brush is utilized as a substi
tute for the more solid woods
abounding in the mountains.

Then, there is the mesquite, the
greater part of which, grows under
ground. In the past, when we were
told that on the arid plains of New
Mexico wood was obtained by dig
ging, we concluded that the narra
tion would make a fitting appendix
to the stories of Munchausen, but
such is a fact.

Prior to the advent of the railroad,
nearly all the fuel used by the troops
at Fort Craig, on the Lower Rio
Grande, was nothing more nor less
than the roots of the mesquite-a
small bush furnishing as much as a
cord of wood. These roots are very
easily dug from the sandy soil and
are less crooked than much of the pi
non and other scrubby timber grow
ing in the foot-hills.

Though in a dry time the stretch
of arid plain without water lies be
tween terminal points ninety miles
apart there are occasional rains or
downpours that fill up the holes
along the route across the Jornada.

At the Point of Rocks was one of
these holes at which water was occa
sionally found after a hard rain. The
place is what the name indicates-a
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rough, jagged promontory, not very
high above the surrounding country,
but conspicuous by reason of its alti
tude above the surrounding plains.
Here, the dust-begrimed traveler
was supplied with a fair quality of
water with which to quench his
thirst after his weary march.

In times past, the weary traveler
looked forward to his arrival at this
point on his route with feelings of
joy, mingled with a dread that could
not be shaken off. Though almost
famished, he hardly dared approach
the water holes for fear that the
draught, though refreshing, might
be his last. He feared th.at his stoop
ing to drink might be the signal for
the launching of a shower of arrows
sent on their deadly errand by a
score of Indians that might lay con
cealed behind the boulders.

Many a lone expressman or mail
carrier met his death at the hands of
the treacherous Apaches at the Point
of Rocks.

But connected with the history of
the old trail are hundreds of horrify
ing incidents for which the Indian is
in nowise responsible. Just beyond
the point where the old trail emerged
from the mountains at the foot ofRa
ton pass was a little clump of willows
where in 1868 an American miner
encamped for the last time. He was
on his way to the "States," doubtless
anticipating the many pleasures in
store for him at the old homestead.
There was no railroad then and he
could not afford the luxury of a ride
in the mail coach at twenty-five cents
a mile. To his mind it would be ex
travagant to expend for stage fare, at
the rate of $25 per day, money that
had been earned by hard work at
perhaps a half a hundred per month.

Purchasing a burro, he started
with his camping outfit for home. He
had saved considerable money and
for this, probably, he was waylaid
and murdered. His body was found,
wrapped in his blankets and cast
away in the willows-another victim
whose murder is unavenged. Thirty
four have gone by and mayhap loving
friends are yet listening for the foot
steps of him who will never come.
But a city (Raton) now occupies the
spot and long ago neighboring
church bells have tolled the requiem
of the departed spirit of the victim of
the assassin's treachery.

(concluded next issue)
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KATIE BOWEN LETTERS,
1851: PART"

edited by Bonita and Leo Oliva

(The first segment of the Bowen Let
ters [Bowen Family Papers, U. S.
Army Military History Institute, Car
lisle Barracks, PAj, telling ofa trip to
New Mexico over the Trail in 1851,
appeared in the Feb. 2002 issue. Part
I took the Bowens from New York to
St. Louis. This segment continues
with more about St. Louis, the river
trip to Fort Leavenworth, and prepa
rations for a trip across the plams.
Captain Isaac Bowen was newly
appointed chiefcommissary officer of
the military department ofNew Mex
ico. Katie accompanied him and kept
her parents apprised of their tri/!o
Her references to "pet" refer to theLr
daughter Margaret Amelia who died
November 26, 1850, at the age of 13
months and 2 days. Editorial notes
appear in brae- kets. This series will
continue in the next issue.)

St. Louis, April 9, 1851
[Planters House]

My dear Mother-
Aswe have everything packed and

ready to go on board the "Pochahon
tas" I sit down to tell you that we are in
prime order for Santafe. In all probabil
ity we will be at Leavenworth two or
three weeks - and Iwill write as soon as
we get there. The weather for two days
past has been delightful and we have
the prospect of a fine sail up the Mis
souri. Isaac has made everything very
complete. Has a mess chest with every
convenience for a small family. Small
bags in a champaign basket of grocer
ies to use on the way and everything
one can think of - a nice little furnace
to boil a kettle or make a cup of tea
over - and altogether I think we may be
very thankful. He bought me a fine side
saddle, bridle & all, and we are taking
out one bedstead & two more camp
chairs. That is all the furniture we can
afford just now - and Iknow Ican make
comfortable seats from the quantity of
boxes we will have. I got some more
red covering and we will be very cosy
and comfortable. I only wish you and
Father could come and see us after we
are settled. If we have good weather I
will not complain at all. There are many
persons boarding at this house who
have been in Santa fe - and say it is a
very nice place. We wait at Ft. Leaven
worth for Col [Edwin V.] Summer who
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goes out in com mand of the 6 hundred
men who accompany the train. Isaac
yesterday saw an order to send out 100
cows for government use in Santa fe so
you see we will be able to have butter
by taking the trouble to make it. Mary
[servant] keeps up good courage al
though the Catholics here are saying
everything to discourage her. She
seems inclined to stick by us. The boat
starts about 5 o'clock this afternoon
and we will be about five days going
up. I will write on the way and if we
meet any boats coming down will send
you a few lines. I never felt in better
health, and I relish any food that is well
cooked (and we are not often favored
with that). Iwant very much to get an
other letter before leaving, but they will
follow us. Capt. [William T.] Sherman will
see that they are sent safely. Every arti
cle of household stuff is very dear here,
but our funds have held out well and
we have everything that in reason one
could ask. We have formed some
pleasant acquaintances & I would like
to stay part of our time here, only that it
is so dreadfully expensive living at one
of these hotels. At Leavenworth we
can probably have two rooms and live
as we will on the plains and Mary can
earn her board at something - here I
have nothing for her to do. After dinner
we go on board and Imust close this in
order to have my face clean for the im
portant ceremony of eating a poor
dinner half cooked. Give much love to
all. Isaac has worked like a trojan - and
has just come in to brush up a little. We
have not had a word from Buffalo - No
one need take the trouble to mention
me to the Mathews for I won't have
anything to do to with them. They did
not treat me with common decency ~

and I think the whole batch are a
mean lot --. Mrs. Townsend would have
been glad to have seen me alone 
and I would have liked to go, but she is
the only halfway decent one. Holmans
letter I expect will come from the
plains. Fathers birthday Iam looking out
for. Ever truly and affectionately,

Your daughter Katie

Fort Leavenworth, April 15th
Tuesday morning

Dear Mother
Well, do we not get on famously?

We have arrived here without an acci
dent, and where do you think we are
quartering for today? At Maj [Joseph
A.] Haskin's house. All the houses are
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full, and we could not get a room last
night when the boat landed, so Mrs.
Haskins offered her parlor and we
spread a mattress on a lounge and
were very comfortable. We have had
a good time talking over old times, and
our tongues have run like mill races.
You will be glad to hear that I have
found an old acquaintance and they
are living very happily with Their four
children and another one coming
pretty soon. She is the same as ever, al
ways easy and goodnatured, and alto
gether I guess she makes a good
mother. Her oldest boy is as large as
Jeff and a very pretty child. We will get
a room in mess today, and have our
meals in mess, but Mary will remain
here. till we get ready to start, which will
be in two or three weeks, I met one
lady last evening who is going to San
tefe and she is right pleasant. She has
one child the same age that pet would
have been had she lived-and will have
another as soon as she settled in Sante
fe. I ought to be thankful that I am free
at present and hearty to undertake the
journey.

Our goods are in a good state of
preservation, and the worst of our jour
ney is over. We were four days and a
half coming from St. Louis and met with
no trouble. It is a dreadful river to navi
gate, and we overtook a steamboat
hung up on a sand bar that started a
day be- fore us, and another that
started a week before we passed
some way down the river, full of pas
sengers, but had broken a shaft in at
tempting to get off a sand bar, and
there the people are laying until the
boat can be repaired. Our captain did
not see fit to take them off. I never saw
such a river, perfectly thick with mud,
full of snags & sandbars, and the pilots
had to go entirely by the lead, to ascer
tain the depth of water. I am thankful
that we are off these rivers. The open
sea, with plenty of room, is not to be
dreaded, but confined on either side
by woods & bluffs, and no channel in
the river. These are hard times. Iwant a
letter so much and this you must ex
cuse. The mail closes this morning and I
do not want to miss the chance, but will
send you a longer one next mail. Mrs.
Haskin sends much love. she is very kind
and generous to us, and we have not
met with anything unpleasant during
the whole journey of twenty-five hun
dred miles. I shall have a good deal to
tell you while we stay. Give much love
to all. I have talked myself hoarse al-
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most; but we are having a pleasant
visit. Old Doct [Lawrence] Sprague is in
Philadelphia for his health & Isaacs dog
is a bouncer. We call him Bruno. He will
be a fierce protector. Has Augusta
Prince[?] retumed to Houlton If so tell
her we have been raking up old times
& her amongst other things. Let me
hear from you often. From here I shall
keep a journal. This is a delightfulloca
tion and must be charming in summer.
Flowers are in great abundance all
through the woods. and some of the
children send you some in this letter. of
course they are not very well pre
served. Isaac is busy as usual fitting up
things and sends love. Ever truly yours

Katie
Iam sure Father would enjoy this trip

and wish with all my heart he were
here.

Fort Leavenworth. April 20. 1851

My dear Father.
Time seems very long while waiting

for a letter from home. I fully expected
one yesterday. but was obliged to get
over my disappointment as well as I
could. only one has reached me since
we left Buffalo and that was received
at St. Louis. Ihope you have got all that
were written from St. Louis. and I wrote
from here the day after we got here.
which was last Tuesday. This is a very
fine post. The country for miles around is
charming. Uncle Sam has a very hand
some farm. and Iwould like it if our 150
acres were located here. The indians
living near cultivate their land. and are
perfectly peacable. We see them here
every day on their wild horses. dressed
in the most fantastic manner. usually
bareheaded. The small remnant of a
tribe living here is in reality the "last of
the Mohicans." The ladies here ride
every day on horseback and look as
hardy as any of our Maine girls. I have
taken one drive. out about five miles to
a mountain called "pilot knob." It is a
large square hill perfectly flat on top
and sloping gradually on all sides, look
ing for all the world like some of the
earth forts thrown up around Boston by
Washingtons men. I did not ascend it.
but my companions told me that there
are indian mounds on the top. sup
posed to be graves. I expect to find
many curious things on our route. Since
we have been here, several parties
have come in from Santafe. Today Ma
jor [William N.] Grier arrived with two
men. he came from a fort[Rayado?] a
hundred and fifty miles this side of
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Santa fe, in sixteen days. he is going on
to Philadelphia for his family. The wag
ons that are going on with us are en
camping a few rods from here just un
der a hill. You cannot imagine how
prettily their tents look these bright
moonlight evenings. and then the men
are so jolly. sitting on the grass singing or
playing on their fiddles. There is na
place so far out of the world that its oc
cupants cannot make themselves con
tented and cheerful. I would much like
to remain here if we were certain of be
ing stationary any length of time. but
the persons stationed here are hourly
expecting to move. Four companies
are already under orders for Arkansas
and leave on Tuesday. They belong to
the 7th Infantry. and until now have
been mounted. They were dismounted
on Saturday. or Friday. and I believe
the horses are to be sold. or perhaps
the Dragoons fall natural heirs to them.
I am not quite certain. Isaac had his
pick out of the lot and got a fine beast
at contract price $60 and an hour af
terwards he was offered $30 for his bar
gain but would not sell him for $125- He
looks very much like Holman's Rolla and
is as gentle as a kitten. Iexpect to have
some rides after our journey is over. We
do not know what day we will set out.
Col Sumner will have command. and
he is expected here on the 25th or the
first of the month at Farthest. Ask
Mother if she remembers last "Easter
Monday." Tomorrow will be the anni
versary of the day. and we were so
happy then. I never look for the same
bright days again when we walked in
the sunshine carrying our dear little
Amelia in our arms. Always living in
hope I trust to be back in a shorter time
than we now anticipate. There is a nice
little town [Weston. MO] six miles above
here on the opposite side of the river.
and tomorrow I am going up with Maj
[James Henry] Carleton and wife [So
phia] to get some butter for our march.
Iam going to melt it in [and] put it into a
stone jar. more for experiment than
anything else. I have discovered how
to keep eggs fresh for years. Hold them
in boiling water an instant just long
enough to fasten the white to the shell.
and by so doing it keeps the air from
penetrating though. Consequently
preserves the meat sweet for any
length of time. Sea captains do this
and always have fresh eggs in any cli
mate.

This is Sunday and although there is
a chaplain here I have not attended
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service today. I am thinking much of
your birthday which is to come so soon.
and wish Iwere there to count the days
for you. I trust your health is as good as
usual. and do send letters as often as
can be afforded. We expect to go
through sooner under Col Sumners
command than if almost anyone else
had command. Take good care of
yourself and Mother, and let me find
you enjoying every blessing on my re
turn. When I leave here I shall begin to
count the time when we will be coming
back. I hope you have as fine weather
as we have. quite clear and warm.
Each day renders our arrangements for
travel more complete.
Monday evening 21st.

Isaac and I had a grand gallop this
afternoon around the farm. If you had
such farms in Houlton as this. you would
all have so much money that you
would not know what to do with it.
Over and above all expenses last year
it cleared $6000 after paying $1100 for
farming tools and seeds. I would not
mind if it belonged to someone who
would will it to us. No boat has landed
here since we came and Isuspect they
are all hung high and dry upon sand
bars. We have been very fortunate.
and we are duly thankful for it. We did
not go to Weston today but will go to
morrow. and I will carry this to the
postoffice myself. trusting to find one in
the office for myself. The waggons to
convey the baggage for the troops
leaving tomorrow are all drawn up in
front of the doors. and look as Isuppose
ours will look in a few days. all clean
and comfortable. Please pass this
round to all who are interested enough
to read it. I will try to write better ones
when we have the excitement of the
travel to relate. Remember me most
kindly to Mr & Mrs Hodgson. and of
course to all the family. Tell Aunt Eliza
that I scraped acquaintance with a
Mormon preachers family, on the boat.
who are going direct to Salt Lake and
that I told her who Iwas and asked her
to hunt out Catherine Woodbury. and
inform her respecting her family who
were all well, and flourishing. I should
have written a letter to Catherine. but I
did not know but they were humbugs.
The preacher played the best hand at
cards and checkers of anyone on
board. and I did not much appreciate
his piety. Love ever

from your daughter Katie

(continued next issue)
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POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-
Editor:

The latest WT [May 2002] was the
best yet!

Eleanor Fry
1111 Bonforte Blvd #505

Pueblo CO 81001
You are so kind and appreciated.
Thanks.

Editor

Editor:
The Feb 2002 issue ofWT(Vol. 16,

no. 2) contained the first letters from
Katie Bowen. Her letters mention
the Planter's Hotel in St. Louis. I
mentioned this to my son, Darrell,
and he forwarded a picture that may
be accessed on the Internet at <http:
//www.usgennet.org/usa/mo/county/
stlouis/postcards/plantershotel-pho
to.jpg>. I just thought your readers
might find this of interest.

Marvin Burke
10548 Quivas St

Northglenn CO 80234

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL T1DBITS-

Dewey Trading Company, Santa
Fe, now has the Chihuahua Trail
Blanket available in the Southwest
Trails Blanket project. To order it,
the Santa Fe Trail blanket, or one of
the others, call 800-444-WOOL or
online at <www.deweytrading.com>.

• • • •
On April 20 leaders of the Kaw

Nation, assisted by the Friends of
Kaw Heritage and other local
groups, dedicated 168 acres of their
native homeland near Council
Grove, KS, as the Al-Ie-ga-wa-ho Me
morial Heritage Park. Al-Ie-ga-wa
ho was the principal chief of the
Kansa tribe at the time of their re
moval from Kansas to Indian Terri
tory in 1873.

• • • •
Also on April 20 a 3.5-mile seg-

ment of the Flint Hills Nature Trail
connecting Al-le-ga-wa-ho Park to
Council Grove was dedicated. This
hiking and biking trail follows the
grade of the Missouri Pacific Rail
road line. When completed, this trail
will extend from Osawatomie to Her-

24

ington in Kansas.· ,. . .
A two-mile trail, The Kanza Heri

tage Trail, has beeh laid out through
Al-Ie-ga-wa-ho Park. A trail bro
chure interpreting the park's natu
ral and cultural features is avaialbe
at the Kaw Mission State Historic
Site in Council Grove.

• • • •
Marjorie Paxton and Preston Mc-

Call have opened a new gallery in
Santa Fe, Paxton & McCall Fine Art,
221 W San Francisco. The gallery
features the work of McCall, who
lives in Santa Fe and Kansas City,
and many of whose landscapes are of
prairie scenes along the Santa Fe
Trail. McCall has been driving the
SFT for 25 years.

• • • •
Alice Thompson, the great-grand-

niece of Sister Mary Alphonsa
Thompson who died and was buried
along the Trail in southwest Kansas
in 1867, led another search expedi
tion seeking the gravesite on August
12. A report is expected for the next
Issue.

IiIIfiI• ,." a, If

• '\' ~ - -:=

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES

Stephen G. Hyslop, Bound for Santa
Fe: The Road to New Mexico and the
American Conquest, 1806-1858. Nor
man: University of Oklahoma Press,
2002. Pp. xiii + 514. Maps, illustra
tions, notes, bibliography, index.
Cloth, $34.95. Available from Last
Chance Store.

This is the best single volume
written about the Santa Fe Trail
since the death of the last partici
pants in its history. It should be at
the top of anyone's list who wants to
understand the history of the Trail
during its formative and interna
tional years, the first three decades.

Hyslop is an independent scholar
who edited the 23-volume Time-Life
series on American Indians. He un
derstands the value of primary
sources, the foundation for all his
torical studies. In Bound for Santa
Fe he weaves together in a beautiful
pattern the documents produced by
those who used the Trail, a master
piece of editing and profound com-
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mentary, telling the stories of com
merce and conquest, geography and
society, economic interdependence
and warfare.

This volume offers historical per
spective on all cultures involved, An
glo, Hispanic, and Indian. It explains
the workings of the trade, the pro
cess of freighting, life on the Trail,
Indian-white relations, Hispanic
Anglo relations, and the detailed his
tory of the Trail and trade between
the United States and Mexico. It
ends with the Mexican War and the
role of the Trail in the conquest of the
Southwest.

This is a book to purchase, read,
keep for reference, and return to
again and again. One hopes Hyslop
will do a similar volume about the
last three decades of the Trail.

• • • •
Marc Simmoms, Spanish Pathways:
Readings in the History of Hispanic
New Mexico. Albuquerque: Univer
sity of New Mexico Press, 2001. Pp.
ix + 206. Illustrations, selected refer
ences, notes, index. Paper, $17.95.
Available from Last Chance Store.

For many who are fascinated with
the history of the Santa Fe Trail, the
fact that the Trail once led to a for
eign country, inhabited by brown
skinned people with a culture very
different from that of the United
States, may underlie some of their
interest. In this volume of eleven es
says, nine of which previously ap
peared in scholarly publications,
Southwestern historian Simmons
explores social and economic forces
in the far northern colonial province
that influenced the domestic lives
and shaped the character of these
Hispanic people during the 225
years they were Spanish subjects.

An I8-page introduction encapsu
lates the colonial history of the prov
ince and includes information on the
economic importance of trade fairs
which were later vital to the Santa
Fe Trail trade. Topics range from the
Pueblo Revolt of 1680, the smallpox
epidemic of 1780-1781, to public
health and the development of cattle
ranching. The reader may be sur
prised to learn that many of the wa
ter laws and customs pertaining to
irrigation came from medieval
Spain, and not from practices of the
Indians of the Southwest. One of the
new essays deals with colonial physi
cians and medical practices, the sec-
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ond with the festivities surrounding
the once-important summer feast
day honoring St. John the Baptist.
The bloody event known as corrida
de gallo or rooster "pull" captured
the attention of visitors.

Simmons's many years of re
searching colonial history resulted in
Coronado's Land: Essays on Daily
Life In Colonial New Mexico in 1991.
Spanish Pathways expands the story
of that era. Scholars and persons in
terested in the Southwest will bene
fit by having these essays available
and gain a deeper appreciation ofthe
courageous pioneering spirit of those
who stubbornly made New Mexico
their home.

Patricia Jean Manion SL, Beyond the
Adobe Wall: The Sisters of Loretto in
New Mexico, 1852-1894. Indepen
dence: Two Trails Publishing Press,
2002. Pp. 201. Illustrations, sources,
index. Paper, $14.95. Available from
Last Chance Store.

Written to commemorate 150
years of the Sisters ofLoretto in New
Mexico, this book, with an introduc
tion by Marc Simmons, records the
history of their mission and growth
in New Mexico and the Southwest
during the time Magdalen Hayden
lived there, 1852-1894. Bishop Jean
Baptiste Lamy recognized the need
for girls' education, and in response
to his request in 1852, the first four
Sisters arrived in Santa Fe.

Mother Matilda Mills had died of
cholera during the journey, while on
the Missouri River, so Magdalen
Hayden, age 39, was appointed
Mother Superior. She oversaw the
growth and expansion of Our Lady of
the Light Academy, a boarding and
day school for girls near the Plaza of
Santa Fe, and established other
schools in Taos, Mora, Las Cruces,
Bernalillo, Soccorro, Albuquerque,
and Las Vegas. Schools were also es
tablished in Denver, Colorado, and
San Elizario, Texas. Mother Hayden
purchased adjoining property to en
large the Academy in Santa Fe and
by 1863 owned five acres of property
near the Plaza. She resigned her po
sition in 1881 and died in 1894.

Sister Patricia Jean Manion used
the writings of Mother Magdalen
and Lamy as primary sources in this,
her second book about the Sisters of
Loretto. Bishop Lamy, the Catholic

-Bonita M. Oliva
• • • •

Church, and the Sisters of Loretto
were an important facet of the his
tory of Santa Fe and New Mexico,
and all traveled the Santa Fe Trail
until the arrival of the railroad.
Readers who have enjoyed Mary
Jean Cook's recent work on the Mi
raculous Staircase and who have fol
lowed the search for the grave of Sis
ter Mary Alphonsa Thompson near
the Trail in southwest Kansas, will
find this volume interesting.

-Bonita M. Oliva

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

No report.
Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place #14
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@arn.net>

No report.

Wagon Bed Spring
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>
Six: Western Chapters Meeting
by Marion McGlohon

Modern-day Santa Fe Trail en
thusiasts began to understand just a
little bit of the 19th century discom
forts ofbeing on the Trail June 1-2,as
the 100+ degree temperature and
wind gusts made the touring not
quite as pleasant as it could have
been. Air-conditioned cars, and well
stocked ice chests were welcome ac
commodations for the 50 some en
thusiast who visited area historical
places.

They came from several states,
representing six chapters. Wagon
Bed Springs Chapter President Jeff
Trotman, host for the conference, re
marked, "We covered as much terri
tory and saw as much in the two days
as the Trail travelers would have
done in two weeks."

Leaving the Historic Adobe Mu
seum at Ulysses, after Saturday
morning coffee, the group traveled a
130-mile circuit in a 15-car caravan

to the Fort Aubry site near Syracuse,
KS. for the first stop. The 135-year
old dugout remains (just shallow pits
now) were viewed as the history of
the place was related. Artifacts that
had been unearthed from some of the
soldiers dugouts were shown by the
present owner, David Brownlee. A
ceramic mercury jar and a rust cor
roded picket stake were among the
articles examined.

Other morning stops included
DAR markers at Kendall and at In
dian Mound just off the river road
west ofLakin, KS, for a grand view of
the Arkansas River where Chou
teau's Island once stood. The cool
comfort of the Kearny County Mu
seum offered a respite and box lunch
stop, along with the fine Trail exhib
its, as well as local history exhibits.
A large aerial map of the Trail across
Kearny County clearly showed
where the ruts are. The group was
also treated with the presence of
SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup,
one of the treasures of the Trail.

Trail ruts were the agenda for the
next three stops. At the Menno Road,
where one segment of the trail exits
the sandhills, the greener shade of
the shallow swales was more clearly
evident than ever before. The Carl
Higgs pasture ruts and those on Ger
ald Klien's farm were also easy to see
in the short, dry buffalo grass.

On south to the Joyce pasture
west of the Lower Cimarron Spring
(Wagon Bed), a dozen or more deeper
ruts, paralleling one another along
the side of the hill, were walked by
the group. Then the final tour stop at
Wagon Bed Spring was made where
local members explained its history
as an important watering place
along the Cimarron Route. Edward
Dowell exhibited some of the arti
facts that he had retrieved from the
area:bullets and bits of metal left by
travelers of over 150 years ago and
Indian artifacts.

Back at the Historic Adobe Mu
seum in Ulysses, the group viewed
the fine exhibits and Grant County's
aerial map of the Trail, then enjoyed
a barbeque supper. The evening's en
tertainment included hearing from
Inez Ross, Phyllis Morgan, and Caro
lyn Robinson, who musically related
some of their experiences during
their project of walking the Santa Fe
Trail (they are now more than half
way completed). Featured speaker
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was "California Joe," a grizzled, red
haired and bearded "veteran" of sev
eral decades on the trail during the
1800s. As a scout, he hob-nobbed
with the likes of George Custer,
Franc;:ois Aubry, Wild Bill Hickok,
and Kit Carson, and he had plenty of
adventures to relate. (Mark Berry of
McDonald, KS, was the enactor.)

Mter Sunday morning's breakfast
and business meeting, the multi-car
caravan traveled south of Ulysses to
the Mormon Battalion and Jedediah
Smith historical markers on the hill
overlooking the Cimarron River val
ley. EdLewis recounted Jed's history
and association with nearby Wagon
Bed Spring and the conflicting ac
counts of his death. Continuing the
150-mile circuit, stops were made at
Gerald Schmidt's farm, where there
ruts in his front lawn, DAR. marker
#92 in north Stevens County, and
then paralleling the Cimarron River
and Trail ruts on the Cimarron Na
tional Grassland. Several miles
later, the Middle Spring welcomed
the modern-day travelers, just as it
had the 19th-century traders, but
with box lunches, ice-cold sodas, and
shady trees.

The afternoon and last stop pro
vided a most magnificent view from
atop the Point of Rocks (and perhaps
the weekends highlight) of the river
below and Trail ruts stretching away
into the distance to the southwest.

Richard Louden, at-large director
of SFrA, recounted a colorful de
scription of a cowboy campout held
on the plain below in the late 1800s,
as it had been told to him years ago
by an old cowboy. Then the group
dispersed to travel homeward.

Among the participants was
SFrA President Hal Jackson, who
said, "I have learned so much history
from the local people about the Trail
who have made a personal quest to
preserve history. It has enriched my
life." Margaret Sears, past president
ofSFrA, commended the Wagon Bed
Spring Chapter for "leading the way
in educating its schools and citizens
about the Trail."

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Sheila Litke
RR 2 Box 2A
AIta Vista KS 66834
(785) 499-6313
<cowgirl@FHRD.net>

No report.
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End of the Trail
President Pam Najdowski
1810 Paseo de La Conquistadora
Santa Fe NM 87501'
(505) 982-1 172
<mikenaj@cnsp.com>

The chapter enjoyed a field trip to
investigate some the Trail ruts
within the boundaries of Pecos Na
tional Historic Park on July 20.

The next meeting will be Septem
ber 28. SFTA President Hal Jackson
will conduct a tour, beginning at the
Sandoval County Historical Society
Museum, with stops at important
sites in Bernalillo, Las Placitas, and
Las Hertas. For more information,
contact President Najdowski.

We are sad to report that Robert
Yeager, chapter member and former
treasurer, died in Santa Fe on June
22, 2002. Sympathy is extended to
his family and friends.

Coraz6n de los Camlnos
President Mary Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Route
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683
<whitemore@newmexico.com>
<www.nmhu.edu/research/sftrail/co
razon.htm>

Fall greetings! We have been busy
travelers on the Santa Fe Trail this
summer.

Our June expedition was to Pecos
National Historic Park where we
were treated to presentations and
guided walks by Park Volunteer
Carol Decker and Park Ranger Lo
renzo Vigil. In July we returned to a
favorite "watering hole," Santa
Clara Springs on the Daniels' Ranch
at Wagon Mound. We toured rock art
sites in Santa Clara Canyon with a
presentation by Dr. Paul Williams of
the Taos Archaeological Society and
enjoyed another sumptuous dinner
of the Daniels' barbecued brisket
with all the trimmings, and real, old
fashioned cranked ice cream! Their
generosity is genuinely appreciated.

Harry Myers and Joy Poole gave
us an informative and entertaining
presentation on El Camino Real de
Tierra Adentro in August. "The
Royal Road of the Interior" was made
a national historic trail in November
2000. Harry is preparing the man
agement plan for El Camino Real for
the National Park Service. Joy is the
first director for El Camino Real In
ternational Heritage Center being
built 30 miles south of Socorro, NM.
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Harry provided maps showing the
old trade routes between New Mex
ico and other areas. He said it was
Juan de Onate who blazed, about
1598, what actually became known
as the Camino Real between San
Juan Pueblo (his first occupied set
tlement), down through what be
came Santa Fe and on to Mexico fol
lowing the Rio Grande, though not
always immediately adjacent to it.

As "the lifeline between Mexico
and New Mexico," caravans made
the trip north with supplies for the
Catholic missions and eventually
other settlers. Sacramental wine,
cloth, tools, cooking utensils, and "a
razor for each two friars" were some
of the goods carried. Traveling about
1600 miles could take nearly a year,
and the trips were made every two to
three years. The major portion of the
route, 1200 miles, is in Mexico. (The
NPS is working toward making this
an international trail with Mexico,
and eventually Spain will be in
volved.)

It ceased to be the "royal road" af
ter Mexico's independence in 1821,
and the caravans wound down after
the railroad reached Albuquerque in
1881. It is, however, still a "living
trail in New Mexico," now known as
Interstate 25.

Joy, formerly head of the Santa Fe
Trail Museum in Trinidad, CO,
brought along beautiful color projec
tor sheets of plans for the Camino
Real International Heritage Center.
In January 2002, NM Governor Gary
Johnson accepted a 120-acre land
transfer from the BLM for the Cen
ter, which will be part of the Mu
seum of New Mexico State Monu
ments. They hope to open the build
ing, about 50% completed, in Decem
ber. Eventually, when funding ar
rives, there will be exhibits, "educa
tion outreach and living history pro
grams."

Its location in the southern desert
will allow visitors "the experience of
being in the Jornada," Joy said.

She and Harry are working with
the New Mexico Historical Society to
form an EI Camino Real Association
based on our SFrA.

(Inside tip: SFrA President Hal
Jackson is currently working on a
book about the Camino Real that will
be similar to his and Marc Sim
mons's Following the Santa Fe
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Trail.)
The owners of the Eklund Hotel in

Clayton, Union County, have re
ceived a $1.6 million loan from the
USDA Rural Development Program
to renovate the building. The three
story stone building was originally a
restaurant, saloon, and hotel. Kyn
dal Monroe, one of the owners, said
that the building has been in con
tinuous use since 1892 but the sec
ond and third floors were closed offin
the 1970s.

Lastly and sadly, it was a great
loss to all of us when Leo Gamble
passed away in July in Colorado. He
and his sweet wife, Mary, were char
ter members of the SFTA and active
members in more than one chapter.
It was just three years ago that Leo
and Mary worked right alongside us
at our annual Fort Union workday,
painting the white picket fence to the
hospital. We shall miss him and ex
tend our deepest condolences to
Mary and their family.

Hope to see you at the Rendez
vous.
Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vernon Dr
Larned KS 67550
(620) 285-3433
<jaxrus@larned.net>

The chapter will offer its seventh
Trail Seminar, in conjunction with
the Fort Larned Old Guard annual
meeting, on May 3, 2003. The theme
for this seminar will be the Trail and
the War with Mexico. Mark this date
on your calendar and plan to be
there.

The chapter has challenged the
Fort Larned Old Guard to raise
$500, which the chapter will match,
to help pay printing costs for a hand
some brochure about the story of the
Indian village on Pawnee Fork and
the Winfield Scott Hancock Expedi
tion of 1867 that resulted in the ca~

ture and destruction of the village.
These brochures will be available at
Fort Larned NHS.
Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Nancy Jo Trauer
1309 West Brier
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-8343

There were 13 people at the June
5 noon meeting at the Inn Pancake
House. Mter a short business meet
ing, President Trauer introduced
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David Clapsaddle who presented a
program on "Sutlers of South Cen
tral Kansas."

Fort Dodge Days was July 6-7 at
the Fort this year. For the sixth year
our chapter sponsored a living-his
tory presentation in Eisenhower
Hall. This was the eighth year we
have been a part of the July patriotic
celebration and the second time we
sponsored Marla Matkin. Her pres
entation of "Cattle Towns and Soiled
Doves" was enjoyed by an audience
of over 125.

Weare going to stay out of the
heat till fall. The chapter is planning
a second bus tour of Trail sites in
Ford county in October.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Nancy Lewis
1112 Oak Ridge Dr
Blue Springs MO 640 15
(816) 229-8379
<SFTAMRO@aol.com>

The officers are President: Nancy
Lewis, Vice-President Mary Conrad,
Secretary Anne Mallinson, Treas
urer John Atkinson, Historian Wil
liam Wall, Preservation Officer Jane
Mallinson, and Board Members Ju
lie Daicoff, Ross Marshall, Sandy
Slusher, and Roger Slusher.

The next meeting will be held on
Thursday, September 12, at the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center. Other
historic groups have been invited to
join us as the topic is of importance
to many in the area.

The program is on the proposed
Missouri/Kansas National Heritage
area that will affect 12 counties in
both Kansas and Missouri. Twenty
two National Heritage Areas already
exist in local partnership with the
National Park Service. The project
goals are:
1. To protect historic, environmental,
scenic, and cultural resources.
2. To increase tourism and economic
development.
3. To educate residents and visitors
about community history, local tra
ditions, and the environment.
4. To create new outdoor recreation
opportunities.
5. To build partnerships among fed
eral, state, and local governments.

This project is to be proposed next
year to the United States Congress
for budget consideration. It will be
cost up to $10,000,000.
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Quivira
President Britt Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-8719
<blkcolle@midusa.net>

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Gil Michel
605 Park Place
Newton KS 671 14
(620) 284'-0313

The quarterly meeting was held
May 23 at Cheryl's Cafe in Canton.
The scheduled speaker was unable
to attend, so members contributed to
the evening program. A proposal by
Vice-President Dale Brooks to re
quest the National Park Service to
make Cottonwood Crossing a na
tional historic site was approved by
the members. Brooks will prepare
and present the proposal to the NPS.

On June 20 chapter members en
joyed a picnic at the Clover Cliff
Ranch near Elmdale, KS, in the Flint
Hills. Jim Donahue, ranch owner,
provided two teams of draft horses
and wagons to transport 27 people
out on the prairie to a picnic site near
a spring that runs year round. This
location was a historic Indian cam~
ground.

Donahue described his ranching
operations. Clover Cliff is operated
as a bed-and-breakfast facility. The
native-rock main house has been
renovated and is a fantastic struc
ture. Everyone enjoyed this outing,
but the next day they were scratch
ing chigger bites. Somebody forgot
the bug spray.

The next meeting was scheduled
for August 22, location and program
to be determined.
Bent's Fort
President Richard Carrillo
718 W. 2nd St.
La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-8054
<cuartelejo@centurytel.net>

The chapter met May 18 for a
business meeting, to make plans for
several tours and educational pro
grams, and an evening program with
Dr. Irene Blea speaking on the life of
Josefa Carson. Tours planned in
clude Bent's Old Fort on July 27,
Rails and Trails ride on Amtrak to
Las Vegas, NM, and back on August
16, and Cudahy Ranch on September
7. An education program was sched-
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uled for November 2 at the Otero
Museum in La Junta, featuring Dr.
David Sandoval speaking on Mexi
can traders on the Trail. Another
project being planned is a Zebulon
Pike Memorial Marker at First View
(where the Pike expedition first saw
the Rocky Mountains) and a Santa
Fe Trail Memorial Park.

On June 8 ten chapter members
and thirteen guests toured the His
toric Black Community site, "the
Dry," sough of Manzanola. Alice
(Craig) McDonald gave a tour that
included the spring where they got
drinking water for their homesteads.
Mter the tour, a video of the Craig
family reunion at the homestead
site, taped in 1970, was viewed.

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.
FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS

Dorothy Alexander, PO Box 117,
Sayre OK 73662

David & Judy Stanard, 3950 Grey
stone Dr, Cedar Rapids IA 52411

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
M. J. Eberhart, 215A Avery Trail,

Dahlonega GA 30533
Paul Eastes, 4993 Fairview Rd, Le

noir City TX 37772
Aileen Garriott, PO Box 863, Placi

tas NM 87043
George C. Stone, 148 Bayview Cir

cle, Knotville AR 72845

Santa Fe Trail Association
POBox 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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Jack L. White, 500 E Maple, Cold
water KS 67029

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in November, so send infor
mation for December and later to ar
rive by October 20, 2002. Thank you.
Dates of additional events may be
found in chapter reports.
Sept. 7,2002: Boonslick Folk Music
Festival, Arrow Rock, MO, 1:00 p.m.
Sept. 7,2002: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter meeting at Fort Union
Ranch, meet at Fort Union NM visi
tors' center at 10:00 a.m.
Sept. 7, 2002: Bent's Fort Chapter
tour of Cudahy Ranch, beginning at
Crowley County Community Center
at 10 a.m.
Sept. 19-21,2002: SFT Rendezvous,
Larned, KS.
Sept. 20-21, 2002: Sisters of Loretto
celebration of 150th anniversary of
their arrival in Santa Fe, with cere
monies at the cathedral beginning at
7:00 p.m. on Sept. 20 and, on Sept.
21, 1:30 p.m. at the Inn of Loretto, a
panel presentation by Marc Sim
mons, Mary Jean Cook, and Alice
Thompson.
Sept. 27, 2002: Living-History Day,
Cimarron Heritage Center, Boise
City, OK, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., (580) 544
3479.
Sept. 28, 2002: End of the Trail
Chapter trip to Sandoval County
Historical Society Museum and
other sites in Bernalillo, Las Placi
tas, and Las Hertas, with Hal Jack-

Wagon Tracks

son as guide, 1:30 p.m., (505) 982
1172.
Oct. 12, 2002: Candlelight Tour,
Fort Larned NHS, required reserva
tions accepted starting Oct. 1, (620)
285-6911.
Oct. 12-13, 2002: Heritage Craft
Festival, Arrow Rock, MO, 10-5.
Oct. 17-21, 2002: 8th Conference on
National Scenic & Historic Trails,
Fort Smith AR, (608) 249-7870.
Nov. 2, 2002: Bent's Fort Chapter
program at Otero Museum, La
Junta, with program by David San
doval.
Nov. 15-17, 2002: Washita Battle
field Symposium, Cheyenne, OK,
(580) 497-2742.
Nov. 16, 2002: End of the Trail
Chapter program on Trail merchant
James Johnson, at his family home
El Zaguan, 1:30 p.m., (505) 982
1172.
Dec. 14, 2002: Christmas Open
House, Fort Larned NHS.
Jan. 18, 2003: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting, lecture by Mary
Jean Cook on Dona Tules, 1:30 p.m.
at EI Dorado Community Center,
(505) 982-1172.
Sept. 25-28, 2003: SFT Symposium,
Independence, MO.

FROM THE EDITOR
It has been a hot and dry summer

along the Trail. Streams are low or
dry, grass is short, and some sites
are closed because of fire danger.
There is still lots to see, so get out
and look. See you at the Rendezvous.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva
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